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Agricultural development is
one of the beams of the Union

The late Sheikh

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
“May God bless his soul”

Today we stress that pursue the same approach and
give our support to complete the institutional and
legislative bodies and consolidate the government
and people efforts to preserve and protect
environment and wildlife.

H.H Sheikh

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

President of the United Arab Emirates
Founder and Patron of the Award

The genius of the Late Sheikh Zayed in the field
of agriculture lie in challenging the impossible, this
gives a leading example to follow and to believe that
there is no barrier against achieving our all dreams
for a better future.

H.H General Sheikh

Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces

We express today our deep gratitude to His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President for
his wise decision to establish this Award and his strong
support for it and his keen interest to encourage all
efforts aimed at the continued improvement of date
palm cultivation and the enhancement of its processing
and even place UAE to be a leading center for research,
development and production and all what is related to
this fruitful and blessed tree.

H.H Sheikh

Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research
President of the Board of Trustees

Today we are in the time of empowerment
and loyalty for the approach of Late
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
(May god bless his soul) under the wise
leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President
giving promise and commitment to guide
us through our journey to success and
excellence. We look to what the Award
General Secretariat has achieved on real
ground throughout last year is a record
full of unlimited giving and humble
achievements, particularly if we looked
to the clear vision of the Award and the
size of the huge and projected ambitions
designed for excellence and distinction.
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
is a move at the right way and charted

out for itself noble principles, goals
and values at the way of success and
excellence. It draws its vision from the
wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE
President and the support of H.H. Sheikh
Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of UAE Armed Forces, and
the interest of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential Affairs,
and the keen pursuit of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award.
A year passed from the Award time and

194 researchers, growers, producers and
processors have participated in its Fifth
00000 session from 24 Arab and nonArab countries.
The rate of increase in the number
of national candidates reached 68%,
whereas the rate of increase in the
numberv of candidates reached
32%. This is a clear testament for the
international spread of the Award globally
and the interest of the specialists and
blessed tree lovers to participate in its
different categories which consolidates
UAE leading role in promoting and
supporting the date palm sector and
dates processing and production
worldwide.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid

General Secretary
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
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Board of Trustees

H.H Sheikh

Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research
President of the Board of Trustees
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H.E. Dr. Hadef Jouan
Al Dhahiri
Minister of Justice
United Arab Emirates

H.E. Dr. Jacques Diouf
Director General
Food and Agriculture
Organisation of
United Nations (FAO)

H.E. Dr. Salem Abd
Al-Kareem Al-Lozi

H.E. Advisor Zuhair
Abul-Adeeb

Director General of the
Arab Organization for
Agricultural Development
(former)

Agricultural advisor of
His Highness the
President of the
United Arab Emirates

Hon. Eng. Rashid
Mohammed Khalfan
Al Sharaiqi
Director General of
Abu Dhabi Food Control
Authority, UAE

Hon. Dr. Helal
Humaid Al Kaabi
Director of Gardens &
Recreation Facilities
Division Southern Region
Al Ain Muncipality, UAE

Hon. Eng. Rashid
Mohammed Khalfan
Al Sharaiqi
Dean’s Office, college of
Food & Agriculture
UAE University

Hon. Prof.
Abdelouahhab Zaid
Chief technical Advisor
UAE University
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Scientific Committee

Prof. Franz J. Hoffmann
Head of the Scientific Committee
Department of Developmental and Cell Biology University of California Irvine, Irvine, CA, USA

Prof. Francis Marty
Member of Scientific
Committee
Republic of France

Prof. Harrison G.
Hughes
Member of Scientific
Committee Colorado
State University, USA

Prof. Abdallah Oihabi
Member of Scientific
Committee Food &
Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations
(FAO)

Prof. Hassan R.
Shabana
Member of Scientific
Committee Expert in
Cultivation & Production
of Date Palm
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Enhancing the Initiative of the “Union Tree” & on the Occasion of the 41st National Day

H.H. THE PRESIDENT GIFTS 41000
DATE PALM TREES TO EACH
SCHOOL AND MOSQUE IN THE UAE

H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE President (God protects him),
gifted 41000 date palm seedlings to the
Ministry of Education, General Authority
of Islamic Affairs & Endowments and
Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC) to
plant them in every and each school and
mosque throughout the UAE in order to
consolidate the Union values in the hearts
of the UAE nationals so as to enhance its
position and urge them to go on in the
process of work and construction for a
prosperous future for all.
The above news was announced by

H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education &
Scientific Research, Chancellor of UAEU,
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees
of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award. He hailed the care of H.H. the
President (God protects him) to enhance
the initiative launched by H.H. Sheikh
Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice – President, Prime Minister and
Ruler of Dubai to plant the “Union Tree”
as an expression of the Union spirit to
bring together the national feelings,
sentiments and attitudes with a symbolic

work that reflects loyalty and love to our
homeland, an act that symbolizes the
development and welfare the UAE is
enjoying nowadays.
H.H. the Minister mentioned that the gift
comprised 41000 date palm seedlings
of the best quality that coincides with the
memorial of the dear occasion being
celebrated by our courageous people
namely, the 41st National Day of founding
the UAE. He praised the efforts of the
wise leadership of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan President of UAE (God
protects him), H.H. Sheikh Mohammad

Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice – President, Prime Minister and Ruler
of Dubai (may God save him), the support of H.H. First Lit. Sheikh
Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, and the interest of H.H.
Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Depuy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs for their continuous support of the blessed tree.
However, the gift of H.H. the President, came in the mid of
celebrations of our beloved country of the 41st National Day while
the country is enjoying social, political, and economic stability and
leading a comprehensive rising in all fields and at all levels under
the wise leadership of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the
President (God protects him) who placed the Emirati national at the
top of his priority and the core of his interest. This fact made the UAE
a model to follow in respect of the relation of the creative interaction
between the leadership and the people, in addition to being a unique
developmental experience that deserves praise by the whole world.
It is worthwhile mentioning that the gifted 41000 date palm seedlings
are of the best kinds and they were produced by the Laboratories of
the Date Palm Development Research Unit of the UAEU.
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Nahayan Mabarak Honors the Winners on Tuesday 12th February 2013

KIDPA ANNOUNCES WINNERS
OF ITS FIFTH SESSION

Nahayan Mabarak: Khalifa is the Sponsor of the Award, the Palm Tree & Its Lovers

H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education &
Scientific Research, Chairperson of the
Board of Trustees of KIDPA confirmed
the sublime sponsorship which the Award
received from H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President (God
protect him), the support of H.H. First
Lit. Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi,
Deputy Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, and the appreciation
of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs. Without such
efforts, it is argued. the Award would not
have reached this supreme position which

contributed in enhancing the pioneering
position of the UAE in serving the blessed
tree and those who work in serving it all
around the world.
The above was confirmed in a press
conference held by Dr. Abdelouahhab
Zaid the Secretary General of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award on
Monday morning the 11th of Feb. 2013
at Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi to
announce the names of the winners in the
Award in its fifth session in the presence
of Dr. Helal Mumaid S. Al Kaibi, member
of the Board of Trustees, Chairman of the
Administrative & Financial Committee
of the Award, Dr. Ghaleb Al Hadrami,
Member of the Board of Trustees, and Dr.

Hasan Shabana, member of the Scientific
Committee of the Award. He emphasized
General Secretariat pride in the high level
researched by the award during its past
five sessions thanks to the great trust
given and the instructions of H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees
of KIDPA.The General Secretary added
that according to the results of judging
the participating works of the award
categories set out in the report of the
Scientific Committee of the fifth session
2013 and the approval of
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, results are as follows:

Category of Research & Distinguished
Studies
First winner: Abu Dhabi Food Control
Authority - UAE
Second winner: National Institute for
Agronomic Research - Morocco
Category of Distinguished Producers
First winner: Gulf Palm Company for
General Trading - Kuwait
Category of the Best Distinguished
Technology

First winner: Dr. Abdullah Mohammed Al
Hamdan - KSA
Second winner: Mr. Amin Zouba - Tunisia
Category of the Best Developmental
Project
First winner: Ministry of Agriculture - Iraq
Second winner: Dr. Hamid Ibrahim Al
Musli - Egypt
Category of the Distinguished
Personality.
The winner: Mr. Mohammed Saeed Al

Makki - Jordan
However, the first winner will be granted
an amount of 300.000.00 AED with a
memorial trophee and a Certificate of
Appreciation, the second winner will
obtain an amount of 200.000 AED with
a memorial trophy and a Certificate of
Appreciation to be submitted during
a great celebration to be held in the
Emirates Palace on Sunday the 3rd of
March 2013.
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Nahayan Mabarak Inaugurates the Opening of the Exhibition of the Winning & Distinguished
Works in “The Palm Tree in The Eyes of the World” Competition

MAN’S MEMORY WITH THE PALM
TREE IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific
Research, Chairperson of the Board
of Trustees, the General Secretariat of
KIDPA opened yesterday the Exhibition
of the Winning and distinguished works
in “The Palm Tree in the Eyes of the
World” Competition in its fourth session
2013 at the Hall of the National Theater
in Abu Dhabi in the presence of Dr.
Abdelouahhab Zaid the Secretary General
of KIDPA, Dr. Ghaleb Al Hadrami member

of the Board of Trustees of KIDPA, Dr.
Helal Humid S. Al Kaibi member of the
Board of Trustees, Chairperson of the
Administrative & Financial Committee
of KIDPA, Mr. Abdullah Salem Al Ameri,
Director of Culture & Arts Administration
in Abu Dhabi Authority for Tourism, Mr.
Waleed Al Zaabi, Director of Heritage
& Arts Administration in the Ministry
of Culture, Youth & Community
Development and a large crowd of palm
tree lovers and amateur photographers in
the Emirates and in the region.

The General Secretary had a tour in
the corridors of the Exhibition looking
at the winning and distinguished works
and at the artistic aspects followed in
documenting the relationship between
man and the blessed tree through the
eyes and cameras of photographers
(amateurs and professionals). After that,
the General Secretariat of the Award
honored the first three winners, where
the first winner was S. Das, the second
winner was Abdul Aziz Al Aidi, whereas
the third winner was Sultan Saed Al Zaydi.

748 PHOTOS
COMPETES FOR
THE LOVE OF THE
DATE PALM TREE AT
PHOTOGRAPHERS
HEARTS

However, the competition in its fourth session
witnessed sharp competition wherein 748
photos taken by 170 professional & amateur
photographers representing 20 countries all
over the world.
After opening the exhibition, Dr.
Abdelouahhab Zaid the General Secretary of
KIDPA confirmed that this award is given the
special care and kind attention of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister

of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of KIDPA
for the role of the lens in authenticating Man’s
memory with the blessed tree world wide.
Moreover, the competition is endeavoring
to root the relationship between man and
his word of describing his environment, in
particular, the date palm tree. He hailed the
unlimited support of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan to the blessed tree by

exploiting the art of photography as a means
to develop the awareness of the public in the
importance of the palm tree so as to create
an ample space t exchange expertise among
photographers (professional & amateur) world
wide showing the tourist, environmental and
heritage aspects of the date palm tree through
the photography, and hence promoting man’s
connection and association with land and
farming.
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KIDPA Opens Nomination for Its Fifth Session 2013

NAHAYAN MABARAK TO ENHANCE
NATIONAL PARTICIPATION IN ALL CATEGORIES
& BUILD ON THE AWARD ACHIEVEMENTS
REGIONALLY & INTERNATIONALLY
Under the directives of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
KIDPA, the Secretariat General of the
Award announces opening nomination
for the five categories of the award in
its fifth session as of 01 June 2012 till
the 30th of October 2012 giving the
opportunity to all farmers, producers,
academics, specialists and lovers of the
Date Palm Tree world wide to submit
their applications to compete and win
one of the award prizes. These prizes
cover the categories of the distinguished
personality, the best developmental
project, the best distinguished technology,
the distinguished producers, and the

distinguished studies and researches in
the field of date palm cultivation and date
production.
The above was announced in a press
release by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid,
Secretary General of KIDPA yesterday
morning, Sunday the 3rd of June 2012.
in the Emirates Palace in the presence
of Dr. Helal Humaid Saad Al Kaabi,
member of the Board of Trustees,
Head of the Administrative & Financial
Committee of the Award and Dr. Ghaleb
Al Hadrami, member of the Board of
Trustees, Dean of the Faculty of Food &
Agriculture, UAEU. In the above press
release, the Secretary General indicated
that pursuant the positive results attained

by the Award in its fourth session by
opening wider to the local community
and because of the notable increase in
the number of the national applicants
for all categories, the Award Secretariat
General and under directives of H.H.
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific
Research, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of KIDPA, decided to go on in
its national campaign to widen the scope
of participation for a larger number of
farmers from all the targeted groups,
whether they are farmers. manufacturing
producers, researchers or academics
by encouraging and qualifying them to
compete for the five categories of the
Award.

Dr. Zaid stressed the concern of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan to enhance the regional and
international presence of the Award and to
build on the successes achieved in the few
passed years for the benefit of all farmers,
producers and researches world wide. Such
attained results were actually a translation of
the wise directives of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE (God
protect him), the Award sponsor, the support
of Ist Lit General H.H. Sheikh Mohammad Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi,
Deputy Commander of the Armed Forces,
and the concern of H.H. Sheikh Mansour

Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Presidential Affairs, to support the
Award position among the other awards at the
level of the world.
On his part, Dr. Helal Humaid Saad Al Kaabi,
member of the Board of Trustees, maintained
that in the light of the success achieved by the
Award during the last four sessions, it is our
duty to maintain and enhance this success
for the welfare of the blessed tree and the
workers in the date palm sector at national
and international levels. He refereed as well
to the continuing increase in the number of

applicants for all the categories of the Award.
For example, the number of applicants in the
first session was 39 whereas the number in
the fourth session reached to 194 applicants.
Moreover, the increase in the number of
candidates among farmers in all categories
reached in the fourth session to almost 68%,
a fact which attests the reliability and trust
attained by the award in a short period of time
due to the directives of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher
Education & Scientific Research, Chairman of
the Board of Trustees.
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Under the Instructions of Nahayan Mabark Al Nahayan : Launching the
Second National Campaign to Introduce

KHALIFA INTERNATIONAL DATE PALM AWARD
Under the instructions of H.H. Nahayan Mabark Al Nahayan Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research, Chairperson of the Board
of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award, the Secretary
General launched its second national Campaign to introduce the
goals of the award and to encourage the national date palm farmers
to participate within the Award categories in its fifth session of 2013.
This will be in cooperation with Farmers Services Center of the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi. On the 11th of October 2012, the first meeting
was held at Tilal Liwa Hotel in the Western Region, while the second
meeting was held on the 15th of Oct. 2012 at Farmer Services Center
Auditorium in Al Ain.
However, the third meeting to introduce the Award was held on the
17th of Oct.2012 in Ras Al Khaimah in corporation with the Ministry
of Environment & Water and targeted farmers. Many farmers of
date palm participated in these three meetings where the goals of the
award with its five categories, mechanisms of nomination and tactics
of preparing the portfolios of the Award categories were presented.

To Raise the Level of Competition Among the Nominees & enhance International Participation

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE OF KIDPA MET

The Scientific Committee of KIDPA
expressed its intention to develop
the standards of receiving Nominee
applications for the different categories
of the Award by raising the level of
competition among the participants at
the global level. This was confirmed by Dr.
Abdelouahhab Ziad the General Secretary
of KIDPA after the meeting of the
Scientific Committee of the Award on the
occasion of the elapse of five sessions
after which the Award proved its success
at the local, regional and international

levels. The above was confirmed after
a meeting was held by the Scientific
Committee on Tuesday the 5th of March
2013 at Abu Dhabi Intercontinental
Hotel in the presence of all its members,
namely, Dr. Farnaz Hoffman, Chairperson
of the Scientific Committee, USA, Dr.
Francis Marti, France, Dr. Harrison
Hughes, USA, Dr. Abdullah Wahabbi,
FOA, Dr. Hassan Shabana from the
International Network of Date Palm.
The General Secretary added that the
meeting of the Scientific Committee

came under the instructions of HH Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of
the Award of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award. The Agenda of the meeting
included a comprehensive review of
the Award works during the last five
years and the search for new means of
developing the Award in such a away as
to fulfill its strategic goals as defined by
its statute.
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Called to by the  Award General Secretariat Within its Program of the Third year respectively

INTERNATIONAL JOURNALIST TOUR TO
THE FACILITIES OF  DATE CULTIVATION &
PRODUCTION IN THE UAE
The General Secretariat of
KIDPA organized the day
before yesterday, Monday the 4th of
March, a field visit  to a number of
delegations that attended the honor
celebration in the award  fifth session with
the participation of the Arab Journalist
Delegation which the Award insisted
to host every year. The visit was to
some  production facilities  related to date
palm cultivation and date production in
the UAE.
The Libyan delegations participated in
the tour, and the journalist delegation
comprised  the representative of the
Kuwaiti News Agency, Director of
Scientific Horizons  website, Jordan,
Director of Environmental Horizons
website, representative of Al Manar

Scientific Channel, Egypt, representative
by the Emirates News Agency.
The tour began by visiting the Emirates
Factory for Dates where the delegation
was received by Mr. Mssalam Obeid
Balkhales AL Ameri, Director General
of Al Foa Company. The delegation
members saw the most important and
greatest center for date production at the
level of the UAE and the mechanisms
of receiving  dates from farmers,its
work  program, its most important
products, and the international markets
which  are covered by Emirates Dates.
The delegation visited as well  Al Foa
Farm for producing organic dates.It is
the biggest organic farm  for producing
dates in the UAE. The farm includes more
than 70.000 date palm trees of the best

kinds. Then, both Libyan delegation
and journalist  delegation  visited the
Palms And Dates Research Center  (Date
Palm Tissue Culture Laboratory (DPTCL)
to multiply   date tissue seedlings)  of
the UAEU in Al Ain where they had an
idea about the most important  services
and products provided by the Lab to
the farmers. They had a look at the
technical mechanism to produce Tissue
culture of date shoots and seedlings by
using state of the art technology in this
regard  because it meets the increasing
growth in cultivating large number of
date palm trees in the UAE where the
production capacity of the Lab is 150.000
tissue Date seedlings annually of the
best kinds. The tour was ended by a
visit to the head office of the General
Secretariat of the KIDPA in Al Ain City

through which they had an idea about
the most important achievements of the
last five years  at  the local, regional and
international levels.
HH  Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak AL
Nahayan  Minister of Higher Education
& Scientific Research, Chairperson
of the Board of Trustees of  Khalifa
International  Date Palm Award had
already welcomed the visit of the
delegation  stressing the important
role of mass media in conveying the

civilized   image  the UAE occupied in
serving the date palm trees  and its
workers at the level of the world thanks
to the wise leadership of HH. Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE
president  (God protect him), the support
of HH. First Lit. Sheikh Mohammad Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abdu
Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces, and the care   of
HH. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Depuy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs. Dr. Abdelouahhab

Zaid   Secretary General of the Award
hailed  the importance of this visit which
came as a result of the instruction  of
HH Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
& Scientific Research, Chairperson
of the Board of Trustees within the
framework of the annual  program of  the
General Secretariat to enhance the
relation with different local, Arab  and
international  mass media to cover
the events and activities of the Award
throughout the year.
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In the Presence of HH Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan A Memo.o f Understanding that
Concords with the Ambitions of both Parties, serves and develop Date Palm Tree cultivation

UAEU COOPERATES WITH ABU DHABI NEW
YORK UNIVERSITY TO DISCUSS THE GENETIC
SEQUENCING OF LOCAL DATES

In the presence of HH Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher
Education & Scientific Research, and
HE. Dr. Fabio Piano, the Academic Vice
Chancellor of Abu Dhabi – New York
University, the UAEU, represented by Date
Palm Research Center signed a Memo
of understanding with Abu Dhabi – New
York University to enhance technical
cooperation between the two parties by
setting out the terms and conditions of
cooperation to carry out the scientific
research related to the Genome
Sequencing of the different kinds of local

dates for recognizing and studying the
genes of the date palm tree.
Dr. Ali Rashid Al Noaimi, UAEU Vice –
Chancellor confirmed that within the
framework of this Memorandum, the Date
Palm Research Center of the UAEU will
provide the origin of the necessary plants
of the local date kinds to carry out the
genetic sequencing to them. It will also
provide the proper technical and logistic
support to Abu Dhabi New York University
so as to enable it fulfill its obligations as
per the Memorandum of Understanding.
In its turn, Abu Dhabi – New York

University will carry out all processes
of genetic sequencing technology and
the genomes examination submitting
periodical reports to the UAEU about the
progress of researches and their results.
It will also collect all reports and articles
related to researches in order to publish
the results of the scientific research in
international peer-reviewed magazines.
On his part, Dr. Fabio Piano the Academic
Vice Chancellor of Abu Dhabi – New York
University expressed his happiness for
signing this Memo. which would enhance
the frames of scientific cooperation with

the UAEU.He hailed the pioneering role
of the UAE in serving the blessed tree
in words and actions at the regional
and international levels. Dr. Al Noaimi
confirmed that this Memorandum comes
under the instructions of HH Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister

of Higher Education & Scientific Research
to establish the relations of cooperation
with all competent authorities world round
to raise the level of scientific research
in the UAEU and its positive impact
on local community. The Memo. was
signed by Dr. Ali Rashid Al Noaimi Vice-

Chancellor of the UAEU and Dr. Fabio
Piano the Academic Vice – Chancellor of
Abu Dhabi New York – University. The
signing ceremony was attended by Dr.
Abdelwouehhab Ziad General Secretary
of KIDPA and Director of Date Palm
Research Center.
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Headed the Sixth Periodical Meeting of the Members of the Board of Trustees
Nahayan Confirmed the Award Intention to

ENHANCE THE UAE INTERNATIONAL POSITION
IN SERVING THE DATE PALM TREE UNDER THE
LEADERSHIP OF KHALIFA BINZAYED AL NAHYAN
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
& Scientific Research, Chairperson
of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award,headed
yesterday Sunday the 3rd of March 2013
in the Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi, the
sixth periodical meeting of the Board
of Trustees of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award in the presence of all
members and the Rapporteur of the
Board of Trustees where he reviewed
the agenda and hailed the efforts of the
General Secretariat and the members
of the Board of Trustees for what has
been achieved during the fifth session.

HH stressed the intention of the Award
to enhance the position of the UAE
in serving the palm tree under the
leadership of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE president (God
protect him), the support of H.H. First
Lit. Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abdu Dhabi,
Deputy Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, and the follow-up of
H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Depuy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs. H.H., the Minister,
looked over the technical and financial
report of the Award works in its five
session in addition to the journalist
portfolio and the achievements obtained

by the Award in “ The Palm Tree
competition in the Eyes of the World”.
He added that this is an additional
indicator of the authenticity of the Award
in its communication with all groups of
local community by exploiting the art
of photography as a means to develop
the public awareness in the importance
of Date Palm and to devote the culture
of date palm. Moreover, H.H. approved
the Award administrative and journalist
plan for its sixth session 2014. It is worth
mentioning that the UAEU provided last
year the new administrative offices for
the Award General Secretariat at the
Building of the Islamic Institute in Al Ain.
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MOHAMMED BIN ZAYED OFFERS THE WINNERS &
PARTICIPANTS TEN THOUSAND
(PALM) SEEDLINGS
The Tree is a Principal basis in the Process of Permanent Development of the Country

Senior Lieutenant General, H.H. Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi, Vice Commander
in Chief of the Armed Forces offered ten
thousand (palm) seedlings, a present to
the national farmers, participants and
winners in Liwa Festival for ripe dates, in
its eight session 2012, organised by Abu
Dhabi Authority for Tourism and Culture,
in appreciation by H.H. for Lovers of the
palm tree and winners in the festival who
exerted great efforts and achieved the
best results on the level of the different
official classes in the competitions as
these seedlings are considered the best
categories produced by laboratories
of Unit of Studies and researches of
developing palm trees in the United Arab
Emirates University.

H.H. said in this occasion “Cultivation of
the palm tree in the United Arab Emirates
is considered a chief basis in the process
of permanent development led by H.H.
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the country (God protects
him), for its role in the equation of food
security for the country since H.H. realized
what the agricultural development
represents of real capital. Hence H.H.
provided promptly all kinds of support
to push and develop it and increase the
cultivated areas and realization of selfsufficiency and diversity of sources of
income.
H.H. wishes more of cusses and
prosperity and exerting big efforts for
the blessed tree and labours in the palm
trees sector, taking into account what the

palm tree represents in the passion of
the Emirates nationals, so as to continue
the way of late Father, Shiekh Zayed Bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, God rewards him by
paradise, in his care of the requirements
of the agricultural unique experience on
the country, and praising the support
of H.H. Sheikh Mansoour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs and his concern for
reality and future of the blessed tree on
all levels and occasions, especially Khalifa
International Date Palm Award.
It is noteworthy that date palm tissue
culture seedlings, offered by H.H. has
been produced from the best types of
dated among the laboratories of Date
Palm Reward and Development Unit of
the United Arab Emirates University.
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KIDPA Participates in Liwa 8th Festival

THE AWARD AROUSES THE SPIRIT OF
COMPETITION BETWEEN THEDATE PALM
TREE LOVERS & DATE PRODUCERS
KIDPA enhanced its local presence by its
effective participation in all the activities
related to the Date Palm Tree, the most
important of which is Liwa Dates Festival
in its 8th session 2012. It attracted the
attention of the date palm tree lovers
and date producers participating in the
festival. However, the participation of the
Award comes within the framework of
awareness raising to encourage national
farmers, and create the spirit of the
culture of competition between farmers
and producers about the mechanism of
participation in the award five categories.
On the occasion of the award
participation in Liwa 8th Date Festival, 1214 July 2012 Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the
Secretary General of the Award, referred
to the kind care given to the Award and to

Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs.

the Blessed Tree by H.H. Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President
(God protect him), H.H. First Lit. Sheikh
Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces,
and H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al

He asserted the care of the Award
General Secretariat to enhance local
participation according to the instructions
of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
& Scientific Research, Chairperson of the
Board of Trustees of KIDPA to encourager
locals farmers to participate in the works
of the Award in all of its categories and
to provide all facilities and technical
capabilities to apply and compete in the
Award in its fourth session. The Award
provided a new platform through which it
arouses the spirit of competition between
the palm tree lovers and date producers
participating in Liwa date Festival in its
8th session 2012.

“KHALIFA
INTERNATIONAL”
PARTICIPATES IN
THE EMIRATES
INTERNATIONAL DATE
PALM FESTIVAL 2012
The pavilion of the General Secretariat
of Khalifa International Date Palm Award
attracted the audience, visitors and
lovers of the blessed tree attention to the
Emirates International Date Palm Festival
2012. Visitors to the exhibition expressed
their appreciation of the efforts exerted
by the Award to enhance the pioneering
role of the UAE in the filed of palm tree
cultivation and dates production at the
world level.
This was confirmed by Dr. Abdelouahhab
Zaid, the Secretary General of the Award

who expressed his appreciation of the
supreme instructions of H.H. Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE
President (God protect him), the support
of H.H. First Lit. Sheikh Mohammad Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces, and the follow-up
of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs, Chairperson of
Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority, and
the interest of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of

Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award. He
hailed the qualitative of the Award in the
Emirates International Date Palm Festival
in its sixth version. He considered such
participation a promising opportunity
to acquaint all researchers, producers,
distinguished academics and lovers of
the blessed date palm tree world wide
with the Award categories to give them
the chance of winning one of its five
categories.
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Launched by H.E. Minister of Agriculture & with a Wide International Participation

THE UAE CONTINUES ITS SUCCESS IN THE
INTERNATIONAL DATE PALM FORUM IN
MOROCCO AMID INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
Morocco Hails the UAE Active Participation

The UAE confirmed for the third time
respectively its continuous success
among the countries participating in the
International Date Palm Forum held in the
Kingdom of Morocco 2012. The Forum
was launched by H.E. Aziz Akhannouch
Minister of Agriculture & Fisheries in the
presence of H.E. Saeed Muhair Al Ketbi
Consultant of the UAE Embassy in the
Kingdom of Morocco and a number of
academic and VIPS, and specialists in
date palm trees and date production at
the Arab and international levels.
The forum received special attention
at the highest level in Morocco for the
economic, social and cultural importance
the blessed tree represents in the local
community especially in ERRACHIDIA

District (Arfoud Oases). The UAE
participation represented by a pavilion
of Khalifa International Date Palm Award
and another pavilion of the Studies and
Date Palm Research Unit (Date Palm
Tissue Culture Laboratory of the UAEU
(DPTCL).
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary
General of the Award and the Unit
Director, expressed his happiness for
this participation which comes as a step
to enhance the pioneering role of the
UAE in supporting and developing date
palm sector at the world level under the
leadership of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President (God
protect him), the support of H.H. First Lit.
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy
Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forces, and the interest of H.H. Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Depuy
Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential
Affairs. Moreover, the UAE participation
came as a translation of the instructions
of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education &
Scientific Research, Chairperson of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award to extend the scope of
the Award work world wide particularly in
Arab countries so as to introduce it to the
largest portion of researchers, specialists,
farmers and lovers of date palm tree and
to encourage them as well to apply for the
award categories.

Year Book Fifth Session 2013

48 - 49

The Date Palm International Forum Continues
Its Activities in the Kingdom of Morocco

UAE HONORED BY THE BEST DISTINGUISHED
PARTICIPATION DURING THE THREE SESSIONS
OF THE EXHIBITION
The National Agency for the Development
of Oases areas and Argan supervising
the third International Forum in the
Kingdom of Morocco honored the UAE
pavilion by granting the award of the best
participation during the three consecutive
sessions at the level of participation. This
took place during the celebration held on
the occasion of the end of the Third Date
Palm International Forum hosted by the
City of Arfoud in ERRACHIDIA District
(Erfoud Oases) located to the South East
of the Kingdom of Morocco during the
period between 8-11-November 2012
under the Supreme Patronage of His
Majesty King Mohammad the Sixth, King
of Morocco (God protect him).
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid the Secretary
General of Khalifa International Date

Palm Award expressed his happiness
for the continuous success of the UAE
participation in this forum stressing
that such success would not have been
achieved without the instructions H.H.
Sheikh Nahayn Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific
Research, Chairperson of the Board of
Trustees of the Award and the care of
His Highness to provide the best to the
lovers of the palm tree and those who
work in this sector so as to enhance the
pioneering role occupied by the UAE in
serving the blessed tree at the level of the
world due to the wise instructions of H.H.
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE
President (God protect him), the support
of H.H. First Lit. Sheikh Mohammad Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu

Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander
of the Armed Forces, and the interest
of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs.
On the other hand, the General
Secretariat of the Award participated
in a workshop during the school and
technical day for the best practices
of the date palm which was held in Al
Ati Hotel in Erfoud where the award
categories, mechanisms of nomination,
standards of applying, preparation of
the technical files for those who are
willing to participate during the coining
sessions were exposed by specialized
farmers, producers, manufactures,
and researchers world wide.
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Chapter Three

Achievements
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Chapter Two

Harvest
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