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The late Sheikh
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
“May God bless his soul”

H.H Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the United Arab Emirates
Founder and Patron of the Award

H.H General Sheikh
Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces

H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research
President of the Board of Trustees

Our Word…
Today we are in the time of empowerment and loyalty for the
approach of Late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May god bless
his soul) under the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President giving promise and commitment to
guide us through our journey to success and excellence.
We look to what the Award General Secretariat has achieved on real
ground throughout last year is a record full of unlimited giving and
humble achievements in our vision and valuable in the eyes of others
across the world, particularly if we looked to the clear vision of the
Award and the size of the huge and projected ambitions designed
for excellence and distinction.
Khalifa International Date Palm Award is a move at the right way and
charted out for itself noble principles, goals and values at the way of
success and excellence. It draws its vision from the wise leadership
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President
and the support of H.H. Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE
Armed Forces, and the interest of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs,
and the keen pursuit of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific Research, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award.
A year passed from the Award time and 131 researchers, growers,
producers and processors have participated in its third session
from 24 Arab and non-Arab countries. This is a clear testament for
the international spread of the Award globally and the interest of
the specialists and blessed tree lovers to participate in its different
categories which consolidates UAE leading role in promoting
and supporting the date palm sector and dates processing and
production worldwide.

Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid
General Secretary Khalifa International Date Palm Award
Abu Dhabi, March 2011
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H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research
President of the Board of Trustees
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H.E. Dr. Hadef Jouan Al Dhahiri

H.E. Dr. Jacques Diouf

Minister of Justice - United Arab Emirates

Director General - Food and Agriculture
Organisation of United Nations (FAO)

H.E. Dr. Salem Abd Al-Kareem Al-Lozi

H.E. Advisor Zuhair Abul-Adeeb

Director General of the Arab Organization
for Agricultural Development (former)

Agricultural advisor of His Highness the
President of the United Arab Emirates
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Hon. Eng. Rashid Mohammed
Khalfan Al Sharaiqi
Director General of Abu Dhabi
Food Control Authority, UAE

Hon. Eng. Saeed Salem Mesarri
Al-Hameli

General Manager - Al Foah Company, UAE

Hon. Dr. Helal Humaid Al Kaabi
Director of Gardens & Recreation
Facilities Division Southern Region
Al Ain Muncipality, UAE

Hon. Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid
Chief technical Advisor, United Nations
Development Program (UNDP)
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Scientific
Committee

Scientific
Committee
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Prof. Franz J. Hoffmann

Head of the Scientific Committee
Department of Developmental and Cell Biology
University of California Irvine, Irvine ,CA, USA

Prof. Harrison G. Hughes
Member of Scientific Committee
Colorado State University, USA

Prof. Francis Marty

Member of Scientific Committee
Republic of France

Prof. Abdallah Oihabi

Member of Scientific Committee
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO)

Prof. Hassan R. Shabana

Member of Scientific Committee
Expert in Cultivation and
Production of Date Palm
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Board of Trustees
Chaired the fourth regular meeting of the Award Board of Trustees

Nahayan praises efforts of the General
Secretariat and members of the Board of
Trustees and the position the Award attains
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
Higher Education & Scientific Research, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award
chaired the plenary session of the fourth regular meeting
of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award on 15th March 2011 with the presence of all
members and the Board of Trustees Rapporteur. H.H. the
Minister was briefed about the agenda and commended
the efforts made by the General Secretariat and members
of the Board of Trustees and the achievements attained
during the Award third session, particularly the qualitative
increase of the number of participants and contestants in
the various Award categories which recorded 95%. This is a
testament of the wide spread and the positive interaction
of the targeted categories and sectors with the content
of the Award and its noble established goals after the
Introductory Tour conclude by the General Secretariat with
directives of H.H. the Minister at the level of GCC countries
and some Arab countries.
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H.H. also reviewed the technical and financial report of the
Award in its third session, in addition to the media file and
the Award achievements in the success of the Date Palm
through the eyes of the World photographic competition
since the increase of contestants scored 40%. This is a further
indicator of the Award credibility in its communication with
all local community sectors and categories via deploying
the art of photography as an instrument to develop public
awareness with the importance of the date palm tree and
spread the culture of date palm.
The meeting was winded up with a word of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher
Education & Scientific Research, Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award,
who lauded the great success achieved by the Award in
organizing the UAE Fourth International Date Palm Festival
considering this a qualitative leap in attracting date palm
lovers and get them together under one roof.
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Technical Report
Annual Technical Report of the General Secretariat
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
Third Session (16/03/2010 - 15/03/2011)

13/04/2010: The Award General Secretariat organized
an honoring ceremony at Zayed University Auditorium
in Abu Dhabi in the honor of Media Representatives who
contributed to cover the news and different activities of
the Award during last year.
8-10/04/2010: Participation in the first Liwa Agricultural
Exhibition in Zayed City in the Western Region – Abu Dhabi.
15/05/2010: A media campaign among a set of key
elements included designing, printing a number of
media materials that contributed to introduce the Award
works and its categories (glossy booklet, brochures,
advertisements in different press and media channels ...)
01/06/2010: Launching the Third Session and Call for
application for the Award categories effective 01/06/2010
until 30/10/2010 and number of applicants was 131
participants representing 24 countries from across the
world.
01/06/2010: launching the Media Campaign of the Award
in its Third Session 2011 included the following: Advertising
banner at Hotmail inside Middle East region and Google
around the world and same thing on yahoo website.
01/06/2010: Publishing of the second Annual Book which
documents all the events and activities achieved by the
Award in its second session 2010.

10/06/2010: Award Introductory Tour to State of Kuwait.
12/06/2010: Award Introductory Tour to Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.
14/06/2010: Award Introductory Tour to Sultanate of
Oman.
01/07/2010: Inauguration of the second edition of the
International Competition of Date Palm through the eyes
of the World in collaboration with Abu Dhabi International
Photographic Society.
12/07/2010: Award Introductory Tour to Arab Republic of
Syria.
17-26/07/2010: Participation of the Award in Sixth Liwa
Date Festival, Western Region.
18/07/2010: H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairman of the Award Board of Trustees offered 10
thousand tissue culture plants for winners and participants
in Liwa Date Festival 2010.
08/08/2010: Award Introductory Tour to the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan.
01/09/2010: Issuance of the issue No. 3 from Volume II of
the Blessed Tree Magazine.

01/06/2010: Issuance of the issue No. 2 from Volume II of
the Blessed Tree Magazine.

30/09/2010: Award Participation in the First International
Date Forum and Dates Exhibition in the Kingdom of
Morocco.

6-14/06/2010: The General Secretariat concluded an
introductory tour for the Award among GCC countries
with participation of some of the Award Board members
and the tour included (Kingdom of Bahrain, State of Qatar,
State of Kuwait, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and Sultanate
of Oman).

03/10/2010: UAE wins the best International pavilion at
the level of the participating countries in the first session
of the date palm exhibition held on the sidelines of First
International Date Forum in the Kingdom of Morocco
through the participation of the Award in the works of the
Exhibition and the Forum.

06/06/2010: Award Introductory Tour to State of Qatar.

01/11/2010: Award Scientific Committee received
applications and started its work to sort out and classify

08/06/2010: Award Introductory Tour to Kingdom of
Bahrain.
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the applications that fulfill the technical requirements in
addition to evaluating them.
22-27/11/2010: Award General Secretariat chaired the
organization of the Fourth International Date Palm Festival
in Abu Dhabi.
22/11/2010: Award General Secretariat issued a booklet
on consumption patterns and nutritional customs related
to consuming dates by UAE Nationals in Al Ain City and
has been distributed at the Fourth International Date Palm
Festival in Abu Dhabi.
1/12/2010: Issuance of issue No. 4 of Volume II of the
Blessed Tree Magazine.
1/12/2010: Issuance of the second volume of the Blessed
Magazine which included the four issues of the second
year within a glossy package and distributed to VIPs.
1/12/2011: H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairman of Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award, approved names of winners of the Award in
its third session. This came after the scientific jury prepared
its final report.
7/2/2011: Inauguration of the winning and outstanding
photos in the International Competition “Date Palm
through the eyes of the World”, with honoring the first
three winners in the competition in its second edition.
This competition witnessed the participation of 305
photographers (246 Arabs + 59 foreigners) representing
38 countries from all over the world (18 Arab countries +
20 foreign countries) and the number of contested photos
was 1160 photos and number of male contestants was 210
while female contestants was 95.
7/2/2011: Award General Secretariat published a book to
document the artistic works and winning and outstanding
photos in the Date Palm through the eyes of the World in
its second edition.
15/2/2011: Announcement of winners of the Award
categories in its third session during a press conference in
the Emirates Palace.

18/2/2011: Publishing a documentary book in collaboration
with the International Society of Horticulture which
included the scientific papers presented during the Fourth
International Date Palm Festival held during the period 1517 March 2010.
1/3/2011: Issuance of the issue No. 1 from Volume III of
the Blessed Tree Magazine.
14/3/2011: Visit of the Arab Media Delegation to Date
Palm Tissue Culture Laboratory at the Date Palm Research
and Development Unit in UAE University in addition to the
delegation was briefed on the set of services provided by
Khalifa International Date Palm Award for researchers,
producers and date palm lovers, the delegation also
visited Date Palm Friends Society and they were advised
on the services rendered to date palm growers and dates
producers in the UAE.
15/3/2011: Award General Secretariat hosted 6 Arab
Media representatives who are members at the Scientific
Arab Media Association aiming at promoting the media
coverage of the Award news in different Arab press, mass
media and newspapers.
15/3/2011: Award Distribution Ceremony for winners and
honoring VIP figures in date palm cultivation and dates
production.
15/3/2011: Fourth Regular Meeting of the Board of
Trustees chaired by H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, Chairman of the Award’s Board of Trustees.
With the conclusion of the works of the Award third
session 2011, a large number of press news (in Arabic and
English languages) that cover the events and activities of
the Award throughout the year 2010 in various local and
international press and newspapers and the specialized
internet websites which have a huge impact to introduce
the Award activities and encourage public to get in
touch with the Award categories which in turn raised the
participating percentage in the third session to 95%.
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The third session launch
With directives of Nahayan Mabarak,

Khalifa International Date Palm Award
announced its start of third session 2011
The Award aims to localize the specialists knowledge of date palm: Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid

With directives of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education and Higher
Education, Chairman of Board of Trustees, the Award
General Secretariat announces the start of submission
of applications for all the five categories of the Award for
its third session effective June 1st, 2010 through October
30th, 2010 giving the opportunity to all farmers, growers,
producers, researchers, academics, specialists and date
palm lovers worldwide to submit their applications to win
one of the five prizes namely; Distinguished Research /
Studies, Distinguished Producers, The Best New Technique,
The Best Development Project, Distinguished Figure.
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This was announced in a press conference held by Dr.
Abdelouahhab Zaid, Khalifa International Date Palm
Award Secretary General yesterday morning June 1st, 2010
in Emirates Palace and Eng. Emad Saad, Head of Media
Committee.
The Secretary General pointed out that the Award since
its inception in 2008 with a kind patronage of H.H.
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher
Education and Higher Education, Chairman of Board
of Trustees gained a large interaction in the specialist
agricultural circles of date palm inside and outside UAE.
Khalifa International Date Palm Award is considered

the first and biggest of its kind at the Arab level being
comprehensive, diversity, and vigor in the specialist’s
agriculture circles in date palm due to the fact that UAE
gives a great interest in taking care and appreciation of the
blessed tree with the wise leadership of our government,
Under the Leadership of it His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President. The Award is designed as
appreciation from His Highness to the date palm and those
involved in date palm sector around the world. The Award
is granted once every year.
On his part Dr. Helal Humaid Saaed Al Kaabi, member of the
Khalifa International Date Palm Award Board of Trustees
and Head of Administrative and Financial Committee,
that this Award is designed to promote the leading role
of UAE globally in developing and advancing date palm
scientific research and to encourage those involved in
date palm sector and spread the culture of taking care
of date palm in addition to the localization of specialized
knowledge in date palm, also developing the international
cooperation among competent authorities and honor
distinguished figures in date palm sector locally, regionally
and internationally.
Dr. Helal referred that the submitting applications will
be available for all categories for the community (public
and private organization, corporate sector, organizations
and individuals) and any entity can submit its application
without any recommendation from any other organization
or any person and stand the chance to win one of the five
categories:
First category: Distinguished Research / Studies
Second Category: Distinguished Producers

Third Category: The Best New Technique
Fourth Category: The Best Development Project
Fifth Category: Distinguished Figure
Noting that the first four categories include two winners
and the first place winner gets a prize of AED 3,00,000 +
a trophy + a certificate and the second place winner gets
AED 2,00,000 plus a trophy & certificate. While the fifth
category includes only one winners and gets a prize of AED
3,00,000 + a trophy + a certificate.
Dr. Zaid, the Award Secretary General and Board of
Trustees Rapporteur explained that all preparations have
been completed at all levels to receive participations. He
referred that the Award Administrative Committee shall
start selecting the qualified applications during the next
month of November and then the Scientific Committee
evaluates the applications during the two months of
December and January and announces names of winners
during the month of February and the Award Distribution
Ceremony shall be in March2011.
The Award General Secretariat provides all necessary
information, terms and conditions and requirements
of each category for all growers, farmers, researchers,
producers and date palm lovers across the world in both
Arabic and English languages through the Award website
on the internet www.kidpa.ae, which started to receive
inquiries of researchers and respective parties about the
five categories from worldwide and communication with
the Award Secretariat easily and submit all information
and reply to all inquiries via email address: kidpa@uaeu.
ac.ae.
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Award Introductory
Tour to Arab Countries
With directives of Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan

Khalifa International Date Palm Award successfully
concludes its first introductory tour in GCC
countries, Syria, Jordan and Morocco.
On the beat of steps of success and excellence, the
General Secretariat of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award concluded its introductory tour in GCC countries in
collaboration with UAE embassies in GCC countries during
the period from 6-14 June 2010, amid a distinguished
attendance of UAE ambassadors in the council countries
and active participation of farm owners, researchers,
specialists and date palm lovers. The tour included State
of Qatar, Kingdom of Bahrain, State of Kuwait, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and Sultanate of Oman. The official delegation
of the Award comprised of H.E. Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid,
the Award Secretary General, H.E. Dr. Helal Humaid
Saaed Al Kaabi, member of Board of Trustees and Head
of Administrative and Financial Committee, and H.E. Dr.
Salem Allouzi, member of Board of Trustees and Eng. Emad
Saad, Head of Media Committee of the Award.
On his part H.E. Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General
of Khalifa International Date Palm Award pointed out after
concluding the activities of the introductory tour that based
on the directives of H.H. Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award and in implying the recommendations of
the third ordinary meeting of the Award board of trustees
in last March, the General Secretariat of the Award was
very keen to provide all success elements of the Award
first introductory tour which covered GCC countries and
the results were beyond expectations. The qualitative and
heavy attendance during each stop of the visited countries
was a distinctive feature that we are proud of.
The objective of this tour is to inform and introduce the
Award to the targeted audience and the public along
with the terms and conditions of each category of the five
categories and open the way to all growers, producers,
researchers, academia, specialists and date palm lovers to

Dr. Helal Al Kaabi: The Award
holds the name of a powerful and
a leading political figure that has a
great interest to support date palm
sector and dates production in
UAE and encourage those involved
in this sector
apply and submit their applications and stand the chance
to win one of the Award categories. This comes after the
General Secretariat announced the call for applications for
the Award categories in its third session effective June 1st,
2010 through October 30th, 2010, H.E. added.
H.E. the Secretary General of the Award pointed out that
the Award since its inception in 2008 with a generous
patronage of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific Research and
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, where it has a great
impact and interaction with the agricultural circles of date
palms inside and outside UAE. This is due to that fact that
Khalifa International Date Palm Award is the first and the
largest of its kind at the Arab world in terms of universality,
diversity and capacity in date palm agricultural circles.
This is because UAE gives a great attention and care to
the blessed tree with the directives of the wise leadership
headed by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, UAE President, as the Award was established in
order to honor the blessed tree and those involved in the
date palm sector across the world and it is awarded once
every year.
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The prestigious stand of the Award:
H.E. Dr. Helal Humaid Saaed Al Kaabi, Member of the Board
of Trustees of the Award and Head of Administrative and
Financial Committee pointed out that the Award received
a prestigious stand despite its short time during the last
two years for many reasons, most important that the
Award contributed to consolidate the leading role of UAE
globally in developing the scientific research in date palms
and encourage those involved in the date palm growing
sector from researchers, growers, producers, exporter,
institutions, associations and specialized organizations,
also the support of scientific research to develop date
palm from all its aspects. Moreover honoring the figures
involved in the date palm sector at the local, regional and
international levels, and develop the cooperation among
bodies concerned in this field from researches, propagation,
farming, cultivation and the industries based on date palm
as a main component in the final products. Besides the
dissemination of the caring culture to date palm at the local,
regional and international level and the localization of the

specialized knowledge of date palm through introducing it
through scholarships. In addition to showing the heritage
items of date palm as part of the national identity of UAE
and the support of and encouraging the inventions and
scientific technologies related to date palm.
“One of the most important reasons that the Award
achieved this interaction in the agricultural circles related
to date palm at the level of GCC countries and the Arab
region is because it carries the name of a prominent
leading figure in UAE that is politically heavyweight and
has interest in agricultural affairs in general and date palm
in particular represented in His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan who undertook since he took reins of
UAE government in 2004 to support date palm and dates
industry sector in the country and encourage those involved
and researchers in this field. In addition to the variety of
the Award categories which comprise of First category:
Distinguished Research / Studies, Second Category:
Distinguished Producers, Third Category: The Best New
Technique, Fourth Category: The Best Development Project,
Fifth Category: Distinguished Figure”, Dr. Al Kaabi added.
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The Award advantages:
About the advantages of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award, H.E. Dr. Salem Allouzi stated that the Award has
many advantages mainly that the first winner in each
category gets an amount of AED 300.000 and the second
winner gets an amount of AED 200.000 in addition to a
merit certificate and trophy during a top-notch ceremony
held in the capital city Abu Dhabi during the month of March
every year in presence of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education & Scientific
Research and Chairman of the Award Board of Trustees. Dr.
Allouzi added that winners of the Award can use the logo
of the Award on its advertising and marketing materials for
a maximum period of three years from the date of winning
the Award. Also the winners of one category are entitled to
submit their applications in the next session but not in the
same category which they can apply for it once again after
three following sessions from the date of their winning the
Award. Where Khalifa International Date Palm Award is
granted with its different five categories and announced
publicly through mass media and through various local
and international media and newspapers in addition to the
Award magazine and its website on the internet.

Appreciation and
Acknowledgement
On his part H.E. Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid expressed his
confidence and appreciation to the international prestigious
stand of Khalifa International Date Palm Award which we
felt directly through the quality presence participating in
the introductory meetings in the GCC countries where UAE

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid: This success
will establish a new era of direct
communication with the targeted
categories in the Arabian Region and
the world to achieve the Award's
goals which will encourage and
increase the participation percentage
in different categories.

Ambassadors accredited to the GCC countries who were
keen to attend personally these introductory meetings and
get in touch directly with farmers, academia, specialists
and date palm lovers in these countries so as to know
their interests which in turn will increase the percentage
of participation quantitatively and qualitatively at the level
of individuals, associations, organizations, companies and
countries at the international level.
Dr. Zaid also expressed his appreciation for UAE Ambassadors
accredited to GCC Countries for their attendance the
introductory meetings which will strengthens the great
confidence enjoyed by Khalifa International Date Palm
Award by virtue of the royal patronage of Hid Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and the support of
H.H. Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE
Armed Forces, and the interest of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Presidential Affairs and the support of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education and
Scientific Research, Chairman of the Board of Trustees.
In addition to that H.E. the Award Secretary General
thanked and appreciated all UAE Ambassador’s in GCC
countries for the facilities and great technical support
presented by their embassies to make the mission of the
Award work team successful. The team work comprised of
H.E. Dr. Helal Humaid Saaed Al Kaabi, Member of the Board
of Trustees of the Award and Head of Administrative and
Financial Committee, H.E. Dr. Salem Allouzi, Member of
the Board of Trustees of the Award and Eng. Emad Saad
Head of Media Committee of the Award and indicated
that this success will furnish for a new stage in the direct
communication with the targeted categories in the Arab
region and the world to achieve the objectives of the
Award and to encourage and increase the percentage of
participation in the different categories of the Award.
On their part, the UAE Ambassadors in GCC countries
expressed their sincere appreciation for His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President for his
patronage to Khalifa International Date Palm Award and
his great and generous support for the Award activities
which consolidates the leading role of UAE in the field of
date palm cultivation and dates production at the GCC
countries level, Arab region and the whole globe.
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State of Qatar - June 6th, 2010
The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award held an introductory meeting in Dokhan Hall at
Sheraton Hotel – Doha (9-12 AM) in the presence of H.E.
Abdel Reda Abdullah Khouri, UAE Ambassador accredited
to State of Qatar with about 20 dignitaries from VIPs and
representatives of ministries and organizations concerned
with date palm cultivation and dates production in the
State of Qatar in addition to representatives of different
mass media. The meeting in the State of Qatar resulted in
the following:
• Colourful advertisements have been published in
newspapers to invite the public and the targeted
categories in Al Watan and Shorouk newspapers in Qatar
on June 5th, 2010.
• The attendees suggested to publish all winning
researches and papers with the five categories in a
special book from the first, second and third sessions

•
•

with the aim to view the winning works and make the
benefit of them open to the public at large.
The attendees were invited to participate in the Fourth
International Date Palm festival during the period 22-27
November 2010 in the City of Abu Dhabi.
It was suggested that applications forms for the Award
categories to be sent all the participating attendees in
the introductory meeting.

Kingdom of Bahrain - June 8th, 2010
The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award held an introductory meeting in Owal Hall at
Khaleej Hotel – Manama (9-12 AM) in the presence of H.E.
Abdul Aziz Hadef Al Shamsi, UAE Ambassador accredited
to the Kingdom of Bahrain with about 50 dignitaries from
VIPs and representatives of ministries and organizations
concerned with date palm cultivation and dates production
in the Kingdom of Bahrain in addition to representatives
of different mass media. The meeting in the Kingdom of
Bahrain resulted in the following:
• Colourful advertisements have been published in
newspapers to invite the public and the targeted
categories in Akhbar Al Khaleej and Al Wasat newspapers
in Bahrain on June 6th and 7th, 2010.
• Director of the Archeology and Heritage Society in
Bahrain to organize an international conference on the
history and heritage of date palm with the collaboration
between the Award and the Society to document the
global history and heritage of date palm.
• The researcher Dr. Nazmi Khaleel from Bahrain suggested
to add the heritage and literary researches category in

•

•

the field of date palm to the Award categories in the
coming sessions.
The attendees suggested to publish all winning
researches and papers with the five categories in a
special book from the first, second and third sessions
with the aim to view the winning works and make the
benefit of them open to the public at large.
The attendees were invited to participate in the Fourth
International Date Palm festival during the period 22-27
November 2010 in the City of Abu Dhabi.
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State of Kuwait -June 10th, 2010
The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award held an introductory meeting in Coral Hall at Marina
Hotel – Kuwait (9-12 AM) with about 15 dignitaries from
VIPs and representatives of ministries and organizations
concerned with date palm cultivation and dates production
in the State of Kuwait in addition to representatives of
different mass media. The meeting in the State of Kuwait
resulted in the following:
• Colourful advertisements have been published in
newspapers to invite the public and the targeted
categories in Qabas and Al Watan newspapers in Kuwait
on June 8th, 2010.
• Dr. Jassim Beshara, Director of Scientific Culture
Department in Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement
of Science to sign a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Award Secretariat to promote the cooperation
relations in the region.
• Director Jaafar Hussein from Kuwait Foundation for
the Advancement of Science suggested to produce a
documentary on UAE efforts in the field of date palm
cultivation and dates production.
• Prepare for an international festival for date palm
films in collaboration between the Award and Kuwait
Foundation.

• It
•
•
•
•
•

was recommended to approve an international
network of regional liaison officers in favor of the Award
around the world.
The Award delegation paid a special visit to Kuwait
Institute for Scientific Research to present the Award
categories
Dr. Abdullah Badran suggested the launch of the best
media coverage competition.
It was suggested to launch a date palm competition for
school students to generalize the culture of date palm in
the public.
Encouraging Dr. Jassim Al Medeiras and farmer/
Abdulwahhab Al Naqi to apply for the Award categories.
Adding the CD of Date Palm Atlas for Dr. Al Medeiras to
the Award website.

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia -June 12th, 2010
The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award held an introductory meeting in London Hall at
Seasons Hotel – Riyadh (12:30 PM) in the presence of H.E.
Al Asri Saeed Al Dhaheri, UAE Ambassador accredited to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia with about 70 dignitaries from
VIPs and representatives of ministries and organizations
concerned with date palm cultivation and dates
production in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in addition to
representatives of different mass media. The meeting in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia resulted in the following:
• Colourful advertisements have been published in
newspapers to invite the public and the targeted
categories in Riyadh and Hayat – Al Riyadh newspapers
in Saudi Arabia on June 8th and 9th, 2010.

• The attendees were invited to participate in the Fourth
•

International Date Palm festival during the period 22-27
November 2010 in the City of Abu Dhabi.
Expanding the scope of the Award introduction among
Arab countries in the coming sessions.
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Sultanate of Oman - June 14th, 2010
The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award held an introductory meeting in Nezwi and Bahla
Hall at Intercontinental Hotel – Muscat (9-12 AM) in the
presence of H.E. Mohamed Ali Al Asaimi, UAE Ambassador
accredited to the Sultanate of Oman with about 25
dignitaries from VIPs and representatives of ministries and
organizations concerned with date palm cultivation and
dates production in the Sultanate of Oman in addition to
representatives of different mass media. The meeting in
the Sultanate of Oman resulted in the following:
• Colourful advertisements have been published in
newspapers to invite the public and the targeted
categories in Oman and Al Shabibah newspapers in
Oman on June 12th and 13th, 2010.
• The attendees were invited to participate in the Fourth
International Date Palm festival during the period 22-27
November 2010 in the City of Abu Dhabi.

• It was suggested that distinguished figures in the field of
•

date palm can be nominated by others.
It was suggested to open the benefit of wining researches
and studies for the public and be applied in real life.

Republic Arab Syria - July 12th 2010
The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award held an introductory meeting in Palmira Hall
at Four Seasons Hotel – Damascus (12:00-02:00 PM) in
the presence of H.E. Salem Isa Al Qutam Al Zuaabi, UAE
Ambassador accredited to Syria and H.E. Dr. Salem Allouzi,
Member of the Board of Trustees, Eng. Rashed Al Shraiqi,
Member of the Board of Trustees and Eng. Emad Saad,
Head of Media Committee of the Award with about 54
dignitaries from VIPs and representatives of ministries and
organizations concerned with date palm cultivation and
dates production in Arab Republic of Syria in addition to
representatives of different mass media. The meeting in
Syria resulted in the following:

•A

detailed introductory presentation for the Award
categories and applying mechanism and criteria of each
category and the Award objectives and its noble goals
which consolidate the leading role of UAE in the field of
supporting the date palm sector and those involved in
it (academia, producers, growers and lovers) around the
world.

• Colourful
•
•

advertisements have been published in
newspapers to invite the public and the targeted
categories in Alwatan and Tishrin newspapers in Syria
on July 10th and 11th, 2010.
It was suggested to send applications forms of the Award
categories to all attendees of the introductory meeting.
The attendees were invited to participate in the Fourth
International Date Palm Exhibition during the period 2227 November 2010 in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.
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Kingdom of Jordan - August 8th 2010
The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award held an introductory meeting in Grand A Hall at Four
Seasons Hotel – Amman (12:00-02:00 PM) in the presence
of H.E. Counselor Abdullah Al Tenaiji, from UAE Embassy in
Jordan and H.E. Dr. Salem Allouzi, Member of the Board of
Trustees, Eng. Rashed Al Shraiqi, Member of the Board of
Trustees and Mr. Ahad Karcuti, Public Relations Coordinator
of the Award with about 90 dignitaries from VIPs and
representatives of ministries and organizations concerned
with date palm cultivation and dates production in Jordan,
in addition to about 20 representatives of different mass
media. The meeting in The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
resulted in the following:
• Colourful advertisements have been published in
newspapers to invite the public and the targeted
categories in Al Ra’i and Al Dostour newspapers in
Jordan on August 7th, 2010.
• The attendees requested that most of the scientific jury
to be from Arab nationalities due to the bond of the Arab
man and the blessed tree.
• The attendees suggested to increase the Award
categories and the General Secretariat of the Award

•

•

to support the winners to implement the researches
mechanism in real life.
The attendees suggested to publish all winning
researches and papers with the five categories in a
special book from the first, second and third sessions
with the aim to view the winning works and make the
benefit of them open to the public at large.
The attendees were invited to participate in the Fourth
International Date Palm Exhibition during the period 2227 November 2010 in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.
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Through its participation in the First International Date
Palm Forum in the Kingdom of Morocco

UAE wins award for best international
pavilion in the field of date palm
UAE won the first place for the best booth at the level
of participating countries in the first session of the
International Date Forum in the Kingdom of Morocco
2010, where
His Excellency Mr. Aziz Akhannouch,
Moroccan Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries granted the
Certificate of Merit to the head of UAE delegation during
a ceremony honoring winners of the best production and
best exhibitors in the Forum hosted by the city of Erfoud in
Errachidia District at Oases Region east of the Kingdom of
Morocco during the period from September 30 to October
3, 2010.
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid Secretary General of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award expressed his delighted
with the win the first place of the UAE amid the broad
international participation, stressing that the credit for
that goes back to the directives of HH Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, Chairman of the United Arab
Emirates University , Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Award Khalifa International Date Palm, in the context of
strengthening the leading role of the UAE in support of
Development Date Palm Sector at the international level,
under the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President and the support of His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of
the UAE Armed Forces.
The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries Morocco HE Aziz
Akhannouch has inaugurated the Dates International
Exhibition in 2010 Erfoud south east of the Kingdom of
Morocco under the auspices of Moroccan King Mohammed
VI, with the participation of the United Arab Emirates and a
number of Arab countries including Algeria, Tunisia, Libya,
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
with the aim of exchanging experiences and expertise in

this area in order to improve productivity and quality of
dates.
The Moroccan Minister of Agriculture accompanied by
Minister of Water and a number of senior government
officials visited UAE pavilion at the exhibition comprised
of the wing of the United Arab Emirates University
represented by the Date Palm Research and Development
Unit, Award Khalifa International Date Palm booth and
booth of Tiba Company for Engineering Industries, where
he was received by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary
General of the Khalifa International Award Date Palm and
the accompanying delegation which provided a detailed

With Directives of Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, UAE strengthens its
international standing in the field of
date palm cultivation and production
of dates
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explanation on the participation of UAE in this important
international event.
The Agricultural Moroccan Minister expressed his
admiration for the this initiative and praised the keen
interest and leadership in the UAE to promote scientific
research in the field of date palm, and noted the
outstanding participation of the UAE in the International
Dates Exhibition. The exhibition which brought more than
100 thousand visitors, including investors and researchers
aims at exchange knowledge between different actors
in the field of date palm in order to explore the technical
and technological progress in the area of date palm
cultivation and production dates. Also sought to promote

agricultural activity in the oases through the presentation
of agricultural products and a partnership between the
various parties involved, as well as creating a dynamic
economic region from this event.
The show also includes products for different derivatives
of the dates as an initiative by a group of Rural women
and local associations, as well as semi-products, of
date palms. This Exhibition is a space to bring together
producers, cooperatives and associations concerned
with the valuation and packaging and craftsmen and the
assemblies of network production of this wealth, and also
among the many Arab participating countries.
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The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries visited various
corridors of the exhibition, where he was briefed about the
experiences of associations and scientific studies in the
field of oases economy, in addition to different varieties

100 thousand visitors visited the
International Date Exhibition
including investors and researchers
of dates being the products of cooperatives concerned in
Dates processing and packaging.
The Award Secretary General referred that such
participation comes as a realization of the directives of
HH Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, to expand the
work scope of the award in various parts of the world,
especially Arab countries to let the largest possible sector
of researchers and specialists, farmers and lovers of a palm
tree dates know about the award and encourage them to
apply for the award categories.
Pursuant to the Introductory Tour by the Award General
Secretariat after the launch of its third session last
summer, which included GCC countries, Syrian Arab
Republic and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in order
to brief the professionals and specialists on the five award
categories and how to apply for them and how to prepare
technical dossiers, in addition to briefing professionals and
specialists on the award activities such as the International
Photography Competition titled (Date Palm through the
eyes of the world).

Results of winners:
It is worthy to mentioned that the jury, which paid visits
to the Exhibition’s corridors, awarded the prize of the best
initiative for the Federal Professional Producers of Dates,
while the prize of the best display awarded to the (Jinan
Erfoud) Cooperative.
As for the prize of valuation of date palm cultivation
equipments, it has been awarded to Dar Al-Falah Company,
while Guelmim farming Chamber got the prize for the best
activation of the exhibition. And the exhibition’s organizers
granted within the framework of accompanying measures
to improve the dates sector, a group of awards to dozens
of dates producers such as M/S. Lahssan Cruwayt from

Goulimim, and Lihsaini Al Hashemi from Zagora, and
Muhammad Buyali from Tagjijt (Guelmim), and Marzouk
Mohammed from Figuig, Mohamed Belhassen from
Erfoud, then Madani Nouman from Zagora.
Also the jury chose in the context of valuation of the sector
Award, three Cooperatives and young man contractor. And
it related to cooperatives Tasagala Aqa (Tata), and the Al
Masira (Figuig), and Aufus (Errachidia), then the young
contractor Abdul Rahim Akran from Agdez.

Scientific Conference:
The first scientific days on the date palm has started its
activities on 2 and October 3, 2010 in Al Ati Hotel where 26
working paper of scientific journals have been submitted
in five scientific sessions with the participation of a select
group of researchers and specialists in palm cultivation
and production of dates in the world. And the presence
of a large number of interested professionals, researchers
in date palm cultivation and the production of dates in
Tafilalt area east of the Kingdom of Morocco.
Where Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid Secretary General of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award inaugurated the
scientific sessions with a paper work on the economic
importance of date production and international trade in
which he referred to the global status of date production
and international trade of the exporting and importing
countries to the European markets, the main consumer of
dates in the world and his data was based on the statistics
of Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). He referred
to the digital divide between production and exports in
the Arab region compared to the output of the rest of the
world and its share of the international market.
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Dr. Hassan Shabana, member of the UAE delegation, and
expert Date Palm Global Network has also presented in
his paper work entitled the reality of date palm cultivation
and production of dates in the Arab region and the main
activities to improve the specification of production in
quantity and quality. He pointed out that the Arab States
still represent the largest areas of date palm plantations
and production dates accounting for more than 75% of the
number of date palm trees in the world.
While the date palm economic returns in Arab States is
the lowest compared to other producing countries, and
the reasons are the lack of use of modern production
techniques to improve its quality and quantity and with
lower production costs.
In the third paper presented by Dr. Samir Al Shaker,
member of UAE delegation and Advisor in Date Palm
Global Network, entitled the global development of
new technologies in the production and marketing of
dates, where he presented the most important modern
techniques used in the manufacture and marketing of
dates around the world, because this industry has become
industries related to food security for many countries, in
addition to their economic importance, so we see this
focus across the world.

Signing of Agreement:
The Exhibition witnessed the signing of two contracts and
an agreement with a total amount of more than AED 800
million, by the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, Mr.
Aziz Akhannouch and Mr. Tariq Al-Sijilmassi, Chairman
of the Board of Directors of Crédit Agricole Group, The

agreement provides the support and financing of 35
thousand producers growers beneficiaries of the program
of development and rehabilitation date palms.
This project, which has been designated with a financial
cover estimated at AED 737 million, includes the Oases
region, which has an area of 47 thousand hectares, within
the framework of government contribution amounted to
AED 35 billion distributed over 10 years. With regard to the
two contracts were concluded with (Kaliagro) company
and (Ismoghai) Biotechnology Laboratory. It is planned
to provide growers of Oasis region about 250 plants
(seedlings) of date palm trees, where a financial cover
valued AED 64 million has been allocated, with the support
of the Agency of Partnership for Progress. And date palm
seedlings will be distributed to growers of Oases region
at the level of 12 oasis located at districts of Zagora and
Errachidia and Tinghir, Tata and Figuig.
Through these recent operations, which fall within the
planting of productive and fruit trees project the Agency of
Partnership for Progress has allocated approximately $ 219
million, added to $ 300.9 million for the previous project,
about 73 per cent of the total budget.
Such activities fall within the framework of the
implementation of the Charter of the Millennium Challenge
- Morocco Agreement concluded on 31 August in Tatwan
under the presidency of His Majesty King Mohammed VI,
between the Governments of United States, represented in
the “Millennium Challenge Corporation” and the Kingdom
of Morocco, which has allocated the amount of 697.5
million dollars. Both contracts have been signed in the
presence of Mr. Murad Obaid, the Director-General of the
Agency of Partnership for Progress.
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Annual Book
The Annual Book to document the achievements
of the Award in its First Session 2010
Khalifa International Date Palm Award General Secretariat
published the first Annual Book in order to document all
activities and events achieved by the Award in its First
Session 2009 at al levels and areas. Starting from the
Presidential Decree issued by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President concerning the
establishment of the Award until the other ministerial
decrees issued by H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education & Scientific
Research, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award in addition to the different
activities the Award participated in. Moreover the meetings
of Board of Trustees and the outcome decisions and the
results of the works of the first session for the Award
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applicants, arbitration results of the scientific jury. The book
concludes its pages with the honouring ceremony which
took place on March 15, 2009 for winners and honoured
figures by H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award. The book came as a fruit of the good
efforts made by the Media Committee under the keen
supervision of H.E. the Award Secretary General. The book
was issued in a fancy edition (Hardcover) by the approval
of the National Media Committee No: 1/100122/26337
and the ISBN of the book is: NBSI978-9948-15-745-8
by the National Media Committee.

The Blessed Tree
"The Blessed Tree" 2 Sets the Foundation for
Specialized Scientific Information in Emirates
We strengthened the leading role of UAE and entered the third year with even greater responsibility

In a series of successes achieved by the General Secretariat
of the Khalifa International Date Palm Award in its third
year in a row, at the local, regional and international levels,
the Award has provided palm lovers with an important
source of specialized scientific knowledge in the field of
cultivation of date palm and production of dates in the
Arab region, through publication of the first quarterly
specialized scientific magazine, which targets researchers,
academicians, farmers and lovers of the blessed tree across
the world.
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of the Khalifa International Date Palm
Award, blessed the efforts made by the General Secretariat
of the Khalifa International Date Palm Award in making
the "blessed tree" the first specialized scientific magazine
of its kind in the Arab world, where all its topics are of high
scientific quality, related to date palm trees, in both Arabic
and English, thus making it a reference for scientific and
technical professionals locally and globally.

the Blessed Tree magazine came to meet the needs of
the local market of farmers, producers, merchants and
researchers alike.
As the "Blessed Tree" successfully enters its third year, it
carries a big scientific and technical responsibility towards
the target groups for many reasons. The first of these
responsibilities is the fact that it represents the Foundation
of Khalifa International Date Palm Award, thus carrying
a dear and precious name to our hearts, namely, His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
UAE (may God protect him). That is a great honor for us and
a responsibility on our shoulders that we ask God Almighty
to help us perform our mission so that we can spread the
science and knowledge relevant to the date palm tree to all
who need it.

As Honorary President of the magazine, His Highness
expressed the deep relationship between the people of
UAE and that blessed tree throughout history. Since old
and until today, the palm tree, with its loftiness, continues
to represent the pride and honor of the people of UAE, as it
has always been a symbol of life and renewed abundance.
Amid clear government interest in the cultivation,
manufacturing and marketing of date palm trees, under
the guidance of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan (may God protect him) and the support of His
Highness Sheikh Muhammad bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces, as well as the close follow up of H.H.
Sheikh Nahyan Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research, Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of the Khalifa International Date Palm Award,
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Winners Announcement
Khalifa International Date Palm Award announces
names of winners in its third session 2011
With the support of Khalifa Bin Zayed the Award doubled its efforts to acknowledge every
outstanding work in the service of date palm across the World: Nahayan Mabarak

H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research, Chairman of
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award,
expressed his appreciation to the directives of His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President and his
patronage and support to Khalifa International Date Palm
Award which placed the Award in a leading position at
the Arab and International levels. “The generous support
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa has a great impact in
doubling the Award efforts to reward and acknowledge
every outstanding work in the service of date palm around
the world” H.H. added. H.H. Sheikh Nahayan also stated
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the interest and concern of H.H. General Sheikh Mohamed
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy
Supreme Commander of UAE Armed Forces, in supporting
the Blesses Tree, agriculture and growers at the national
level. And appreciation of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential
Affairs.
This came during the press conference which was held
by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award, in the Morning of Tuesday
February 15, 2011 at Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi to

announce names of the Award's winners in its third
session in the presence of Dr. Helal Humaid Saed Al Kaabi,
Member of Board of Trustees and Head of Administration
and Financial Committee of the Award, Dr. Hassan
Shabana, Member of the Award's Scientific Committee. He
pointed out the enormous confidence and pride in the high
standard achieved by the Award during its third session
under the directives and patronage of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education and
Scientific Research, Chairman of Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award.
The Secretary General added that based on the report
of the scientific committee and the arbitration of the
participating works in the Award five categories in its third
session and the approval of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan. The result came as follows:

First category: Distinguished
Research / Studies
First winner: Dr. Ibrahim S. Al-Msallem
Date Palm Genome Project - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Second Winner: International Center for Biosaline Agriculture
Potential of Arbuscular Mycorrhizal Technology for Date
Palm - United Arab Emirates.

Second Category: Distinguished Producers
First winner : Abdullah Mohammad Arar
A model Date Palm Production Farm - Kingdom of Jordan.
Second winner : Abdulwahab Ali Naki Al-Naki
Tissue Culture Date Plantation in Kuwait - State of Kuwait.

Third Category: The Best New Technique
First winner : Was withheld
Second winner: Engineering Authority of the Defence Ministry
A new detection machine for the Red Palm Weevil - Egypt.

Fourth Category: The Best Development Project
First winner : Al Dhahra Agricultural Company
A modern collaborative Commercial Date Palm Plantation
in the Republic of Namibia - United Arab Emirates.
Second Winner : Agriculture & Fisheries Development
Fund
Winner: Date Palm Development Projects in Oman Sultanate of Oman.

Fifth Category: Distinguished Figure
The Winner: Mr. Belhassan Mohamed

Kingdom of Morocco.
N.B: First winner in each category will receive 300,000 AED,
while the second winner will receive AED 200,000 along
with a trophy and certificate.

The Award statistics:
On his part, Dr. Helal Humaid Saed Al Kaabi, member of
Board of Trustees, Head of Administration and Financial
Committee mentioned that this third session was
distinguished by some major factors mainly the increase
in number of participants which reached 95% compared to
the Award second session (i.e. from 67 participant to 131
participant).
Speaking about categories, we found that the category
Distinguished Research / Studies in the field of date palm
cultivation and dates production has recorded a remarkable
rise reaching 40% (from 40 applicants to 67 applicants),
while the category The Best Development Project made an
increase in participation by 47% (from 12 applicants to 23
applicants) and the category The Best New Technique in the
field of date palm cultivation and dates production made
an increase of 58% from (7 applicants to 17 applicants) and
at the category of Distinguished Producers recorded an
increase of 90% from (1 applicant to 10 applicants). And at
the level of Distinguished Figure in Date Palm Cultivation
and Dates Production recorded an increase of 50% (from 7
applicants to 14 applicants).
On other part we saw that the participating countries, Arab
countries have the biggest share in most of the Award
categories which reached to 90% (118 applicants from a
total of 131 applicants) and 10% for other countries (13
applicants from a total of 131 applicants).
At the end of the press conference the Secretary General
of the Award stressed on the continuous support of H.H.
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher
Education and Scientific Research. Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of the Award, to the objectives of the Award
which aspires to achieve, the most significant amongst
them is strengthening and consolidating the leading
role of UAE internationally in developing the scientific
research in date palm and encouraging those involved in
the date palm sector from researchers, growers, producers,
exporters, organizations, societies and specialist bodies
and honoring the public figures in the field of date palm at
the national, regional and international levels.
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Award Statstics
Statistics : 2009-2010-2011
This third session was distinguished by some major factors
mainly the increase in number of participants which
reached 95% compared to the Award second session (i.e.
from 67 participant to 131 participant).
Speaking about categories, we found that the category
Distinguished Research / Studies in the field of date palm
cultivation and dates production has recorded a remarkable
rise reaching 40% (from 40 applicants to 67 applicants),
while the category The Best Development Project made an
increase in participation by 47% (from 12 applicants to 23
applicants) and the category The Best New Technique in the
field of date palm cultivation and dates production made

an increase of 58% from (7 applicants to 17 applicants) and
at the category of Distinguished Producers recorded an
increase of 90% from (1 applicant to 10 applicants). And at
the level of Distinguished Figure in Date Palm Cultivation
and Dates Production recorded an increase of 50% (from 7
applicants to 14 applicants).
On other part we saw that the participating countries, Arab
countries have the biggest share in most of the Award
categories which reached to 90% (118 applicants from a
total of 131 applicants) and 10% for other countries (13
applicants from a total of 131 applicants).

Second Season
Season

Participants

Participated
countries

Categories
number

Excellent
research
and study

Distinguished
producer

The best
new
technique

The best
development
project

Distinguished
Figure

2009

39

18

3

26

5

-

-

8

2010

67

25

5

40

1

7

12

7

2011

131

24

5

67

10

17

23

14

UAE

KSA

Egypt

Syria

Morocco

Lebanon

Iraq

Jordan

Somalia

Libya

Algeria

Sudan

Palestine

Tunisia

Qatar

Oman

Kwait

Bahrain

Arabic Countries

2009

7

2

4

3

2

-

6

2

-

-

1

2

1

1

1

-

-

-

2010

7

9

9

4

1

1

12

1

1

1

3

1

1

1

1

1

-

-

2011

7

9

25

5

14

1

15

7

1

-

12

3

3

7

-

5

3

1

Country

Season

USA

UK

France

Sweden

India

Italy

Poland

Iran

Australia

Japan

Arteria

Canada

Pakistan

Bangladesh

Bosnia

Foreign Countries

2009

-

1

1

-

2

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

2010

2

2

1

1

5

1

-

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

2011

-

-

-

-

4

2

1

-

-

-

1

1

2

1

1

Country
Season
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Second Season
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0

Bosnia

1
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Chapter Three

Festival

Festival

4th International
Date Palm Festival
Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Abu Dhabi hosted UAE
Fourth International Date Palm Festival
UAE University and Khalifa International Date Palm Award derive
their vision from the wise leadership of His Highness UAE President
H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs and Chairman
of Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority inaugurated the
activities of the first edition of SIAL Middle East and UAE
Fourth International Date Palm Festival in Abu Dhabi
National Exhibition Center organized by Abu Dhabi Food
Control Authority in collaboration with Turret Media
Company during the period from 22-24 November 2010.
At the inauguration H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education & Scientific
Research, Chancellor of UAE University and Chairman
of Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award was present and a number of officials, members of
Diplomatic Corps and VIPs.
H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan said that
the exhibition represents an important opportunity
to demonstrate the civilized and human achievement
attained by the Emirate of Abu Dhabi thanks to the wise
and deep insights of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed

Al Nahyan, UAE President and the keen follow-up of H.H.
Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE
Armed Forces.
H.H. added that SIAL Exhibition is one of the famous
specialized exhibition in food worldwide and being
organized for the first time in the Middle East stands a
great chance to shed light on Abu Dhabi efforts made to
strengthen the knowledge and awareness with all what I
related to food and food security with the consideration
that this issue is one of the priorities that all world countries
to achieve best performances and levels and to reach the

A crucial and pivotal role for private
sector in the value-added projects:
Mansour Bin Zayed
highest world standards and criteria in this field. H.H.
stressed on the importance to invest in the fields related
to food security whether in agriculture or food industries,
he also stated the importance of the private sector to play
a pivotal role in this field through adopting investment in
value-added projects to the community.
H.H. Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs also witnessed the inauguration of the UAE
Fourth International Date Palm Festival organized by UAE
University and Khalifa International Date Palm Award in
collaboration with Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority and
Turret Media Company during the period from 22 – 27
November 2010 in coincidence with SIAL Middle East.
More than 100 exhibiting companies representing 15
countries worldwide where the festival in considered a
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perfect business whatever it is and whichever the sector it
is, this in turn strengthen the position of UAE regionally and
globally and place it at the top of preferred countries in the
circles of investors, commercial and industrial companies
and businessmen.

An effective participation for the
University and the Award in the
UAE Fourth International Date Palm
Festival 2010
civilized heritage phenomenon that presents the world
with the importance of dates and date palm as a part of the
cultural and social inherit and as one of the resources that
can be invested in and manufactured and developed to
suit its economic importance and making it an important
component in the world food industry.
H.H. and the present guests visited the various festival
divisions and stands and were briefed on the latest modern
technologies used in food industries related to date palm
and dates production where major world renowned
trademarks in this area were present and H.H. also visited a
number of national stands.
H.H. hailed the participation of local, national and Arabian
companies considering that the UAE Fourth International
Date Palm Festival gives the opportunity for all specialists
and those involved in the in the industry of dates production
to review and get to know all the latest technologies in this
field.
H.H. commended the high standard organization and the
flexibility of accessing the festival stands and wings which
ensure easy access to the visitor to view the products in
display with great easiness. H.H. pointed out in this regard
to UAE nationals became experienced and have a wide
awareness with managing, organizing and operating the

Date Palm is an important part in the
Sustainable Development formula:
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research, Chancellor of
UAE University and Chairman of Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award stressed that UAE
Fourth International Date Palm Festival represents an
important platform among the platforms of giving and
excellence in this field at the regional level.
This came in a statement for WAM after the inauguration
of the festival where H.H. stated that this statuesque
shows the leading role of UAE in serving the blessed
tree regionally and globally and giving it the care and its
propagation with the wise leadership of His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President. H.H.
said that UAE gives agriculture in general and date palm
cultivation in particular a special care and interest until
UAE at the forefront and the first country to grow the most
number of date palm trees thanks to the wise policy of the
leadership.
He indicated that the date palm tree formed the interest
focus of the UAE agriculture policy thanks to the wise
leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, UAE President and the support of H.H. Sheikh
Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE Armed Forces,
and he thanked their highnesses and H.H. Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Presidential Affairs for their interest and patronage of this
festival.
H.H. added that the festival represents a conducive
opportunity to share experiences and views among
growers, producers, scientists and specialists in the date
palm cultivation and production of dates field worldwide.
He referred in this regard to the effort of the late Sheikh
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan made in the date palm
cultivation and his personal attention for this sector half
a century ago.
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The Festival provide a great opportunity
for sharing experiences among
producers and specialists of date palm
cultivation and dates production across
the world: Abdullah Saad Al Khanbashi
History of the Festival:

UAE University:
On his part, Dr. Abdullah Saad Al Khanbashi, UAE University
Vice Chancellor said that date palm tree always reflects the
pride and glory of the government and people of UAE since
the date palm tree occupied the forefront among other
trees in the UAE land and UAE became the first country in
date palm cultivation winning the Guinness World Record
among all other countries across the world. he added that
date palm accompanied the giving journey before the oil
era and until now because it holds a special place in the
hearts of UAE nationals which confirms the strong bond
with the local environment features.
He said that for more than half a century ago the late
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan paid a great interest to
the agriculture development in general and date palm in
particular and nowadays we renew the commitment for
his approach under the wise leadership of His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President. He
added that the date palm also is given the support of H.H.
General Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander
of UAE Armed Forces and the attention of H.H. Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential Affairs, and the follow-up
and pursuit of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research,
Chancellor of UAE University and Chairman of Board of
Trustees of Khalifa International date Palm Award which
represent for us a promise and commitment to guide us in
our agricultural development with date palm in order to
achieve Sustainable Development for UAE community.

The Vice Chancellor of UAE University added that the
University participation is not new in this important
international event as from the past and present six years,
the first Exhibition for dates producers and dates processing
companies held during the period 14-16 December 2004
organized by UAE University and Date Palm Friends Society
under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan and hosted by Al Ain City. Meanwhile the second
exhibition was during the period 7-11 November 2006 and
hosted by Abu Dhabi. Once again the event is back to Al
Ain City in its third edition during the period 22-26 October
2008.
The festival was inaugurated in its fourth edition with its
new title (UAE Fourth International Date Palm Festival)
during the period 22-27 November 2010 in Abu Dhabi
National Exhibition Centre as the most prominent
international event to showcase the date palm cultivation
and production of dates at the Middle East and North
Africa Region under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Presidential Affairs.

Khalifa International Date Palm Award:
On his part, Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award, chairman of the
festival organizing committee praised the interest and
support of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research,
chairman of the board of trustees of the Award for this
festival and emphasized on the commitment to raising and
advancement of this sector out of the strategic objectives
of the Award and its vision derived from its patron and
founder His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE President.
Dr. Zaid mentioned the activities and events which the
Award participated by through its cultural committee
under the supervision of Ms. Nada Abu Al Adeeb and Eng.
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Manal Abbas, such as Knowledge Oasis, which represents
an Oasis and a rest area for visitors and guests of the
festival and rich in its content of knowledge, culture
and recreational content. The Oasis designed to attract
different visitors to the festival young and old and present
heritage and cultural information on date palm cultivation
and benefits of dates.

The date palm is a significant role in
the Sustainable Development of UAE
Community: Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage:
Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage participated
in the activities of the UAE Fourth International Date
Palm Award in Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre.
The Authority displayed among its stand in the festival
the features of the authentic UAE heritage especially the
traditional design of its distinguished stand. The Authority
provided the visitors detailed information and explanation
on its prominent heritage and culture projects in particular
Liwa Date Festival. Mr. Abdullah Al Kubaisi, Director of
Communication Department in Abu Dhabi Authority for
Culture and Heritage said that the participation of the
Authority and its support and patronage of this festival
comes within the Authority strategy in the field of
protecting the inherit and protection of moral heritage
in particular through the accompanied activities that aim
at revival of the past and remind us of the parent date
palm that were present from thousands of years. Mr. Al
Kubaisi explained that the dates festival is close link with
the continuous interest in the Authority to care about
this blessed tree and celebrate its symbolism in the place
and its bond with the man of UAE, this journey which
contribute to the success of local heritage festivals such
as Liwa Date Festival each summer every year and dates
packaging competition within the permanent activities of
Al Dhafra Festival which its fourth edition will be held in
December 2010.

Department of Municipal Affairs:
Department of Municipal Affairs participated in the UAE
Fourth International Date Palm Festival represented by
Abu Dhabi Municipality, Al Ain Municipality and Western

Region Municipality in the context of its prompt efforts to
develop date palm cultivation and achieve a sustainable
environment all around the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. H.E.
Rashed Mubarak Al Hajri, Head of Department of Municipal
Affairs in Abu Dhabi said that His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President attaches a
special attention to agriculture in general and date palm
cultivation in particular which led to the prestigious
position the UAE enjoys and the leading role in the field of
date palm cultivation worldwide, since UAE has 42 million
date palm. He added that Abu Dhabi Municipality is keen
to use state-of-the-art techniques to fight plant diseases
whereas it was one of the first bodies to use pheromone
traps of date palm red weevil.
On his part Dr. Helal Humaid Al Kaabi, Director of Gardens
and Recreational Parks in the Southern Sector and Head of
the Technical Committee to manage the garden in Al Ain
Municipality said that the Municipality participation in this
festival comes from the importance of date palm to UAE
community and the Oases City in particular. In the same
context, H.E. Humoud Humaid Mubarak Al Mansouri,
Director General of Western Municipality in the Western
Region mentioned that the region has a special case in the
municipal treatment of date palm tree because its wide
spread all over a large geographic area and scattered which
needs multiple efforts and keep follow-up.

Al Foah Company:
Al Foah Palm Cultivation Developing Company participated
in the UAE Fourth International Date Palm Festival with a
great success and its participation comes as a confirmation
to its stand in this vital sector in UAE and to show the leading
initiative of UAE dates worldwide and its excellence in
quality. Eng. Saeed Salem Massri Al Hamli, Director General
of Al Foah Company said that the participation of Al Foah as
one of the largest participating and specialized partners in
the field of dates production and dates processing comes in
context of Abu Dhabi strategy to advance and raise the date
palm and dates sector in the country and that Al Foah to be
one of the leading government companies in developing
this sector and be an Ambassador of UAE Dates towards
globalism and the presence of Al Foah in the festival is a
matter of pride and glory of the UAE Industry from the
dates received from national growers and strengthen the
communication opportunities with other growers of date
palm and dates producers.
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Achievements

Date Palm Through the
Eyes of the World
Under the Patronage of Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan

Date Palm Through the Eyes of the
World in its second edition
With respect to the huge success attained by the
International Competition to photograph the date palm
in its first session organized by Khalifa International Date
Palm Award in collaboration with Abu Dhabi International
Photographic Society, HH Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, Chairman of Board of Trustees of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award gave his directives to
launch the second edition of the competition as a part
of the Award activities and to activate its role to open
participation to different society categories in the Award
events and its various activities.

This came in a statement declared by H.E. Dr. Abdelouahhab
Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award on the occasion of the launch of the second edition
of the competition (Date Palm Through the Eyes of the
World 2011). This competition is one of its kind worldwide
to photograph the date palm in all its dimensions and
derivatives. “This competition comes in the context to
strengthen the relation of human being and the date palm
tree and His Highness unlimited support for the blessed
tree through engaging the art of photographing as an
instrument to develop public awareness to the importance
of date palm, creating a broad atmosphere to exchange
experiences among Arab photographers, exposing the
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touristic, environmental and heritage capabilities of the
date palm tree through the photo/image and encouraging
the link between man, land and agriculture” Dr. Zaid stated.
On his part, H.E. Abdullah Salem Al Amri, Director of Abu
Dhabi Authority for Culture and Heritage praised the good
efforts made by Khalifa International Date Palm Award in
this initiative which promotes the close relation of human
being with the elements of good land. These photos also
enrich the memory of homeland and revive its national
heritage in the eyes of all people. He stressed that the
success achieved in the first edition of the competition
did not come out of noting, but from a continuous strive
of the teamwork of the competition from the Award and
the Society. We are working side by side in the journey of
life to support the comprehensive development in all its
dimensions.
It is worthy to note that the competition (Date Palm
Through the Eyes of the World 2011) targets artists of
photography lovers either hobbyists or professionals in

different ages across the world. Participation is open for all
and commences from July 1st, 2010 until the closing date
to receive participations which is December 31st, 2010 and
results shall be due during the special exhibition to held in
February 2011.
All photographers either hobbyists or professionals are
invited to participate in this International Competition
in appreciation of the date palm and to strengthen
the role of the photographer in enriching the country’s
memory and revive its national heritage, handicrafts
and shed light on the heritage industries that depend on
parts of the date palm such as (palm leaves, fronds and
branches). For more information please visit the home
page of Khalifa International Date Palm Award on the
Internet (www.kidpa.ae) or the home page of Abu Dhabi
International Photographic Society at (www.adips.ae) or
any other website specialized in photographing whether
in Arabic or English languages across the world to fill out
the participation form and read more about the technical
terms and conditions.
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Statistics of “Date Palm through the eyes of
the World” Competition 2010 - 2011
Statistics 2011

Statistics 2010

305 participants (246 Arab +59 foreign) from 38 countries
(18 Arab +20 foreign). Total number of submitted images
1160. Total 210 male and 95 female participants.

182 participants (176 Arab +6 foreign) from 20 countries
(15 Arab +5 foreign). Total number of submitted images
858. Total 146 male and 36 female participants.

Country

Country

Country

Yemen

1

Belarus

1

Saudi Arabia

83

Nepal

1

Bahrain

13

New Zealand

1

Iraq

12

India

13

Palestine

9

Singapore

1

Syria

9

Canada

3

Egypt

19

Germany

1

Morocco

3

Pakistan

1

Algeria

2

Moldova

1

UAE

58

Indonesia

1

France

1

Qatar

2

Belgium

1

Tunisia

1

Philippines

8

Sudan

1

Malaysia

1

Kuwait

10

England

UAE
Saudi Arabia
Bahrain
Iraq
Palestine
Syria
Egypt

Country
32
58
16
7
4
13
26

Country

Libya
Jordan
Qatar
Oman
Tunisia
Kuwait
Algeria

3
1
1
9
1
1
3

Lebanon
India
Ukraine
Canada
Italy
England

1
1
1
1
1
2

Particulars

2010

2011

% Increase

Total of Participants

182

303

40%

Participants/Male

146

210

31%

Participants/Female

36

95

62%

Participants/Arab

176

246

28%

Participants/Foreign

6

59

90%

Participants/UAE

32

58

45%

14

Participants/Total countries

20

38

47%

Participants/Arab countries

15

18

17%

Participants/Foreign countries

5

20

75%

Total participating photos

858

1160

26%

Female % to Male

25%

45%

Oman

10

Ukraine

1

Jordan

11

USA

3

Lebanon

1

Ireland

1

Libya

1

Iran

1

South Africa

2

Initial screening committee:
Omar Abdullah, Sultan Karani, Susan Khamis, Fatima Al
Mansouri, Emad Saad

Jury committee:
Badr Abbas, Issa Tunaiji, Nasser al-Haji, Fatima Al Mansouri,
Emad Saad
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The Honoring Ceremony
Nahayan Mabarak honours the Award winners in its third session 2011

Khalifa Award emphasizes his vision in achieving the
sustainable development in this much giving homeland
The Award enjoys a special position to UAE President and carries his royal name: Nahayan Mabarak

Khalifa Award from a generous hand to a deserved hand
Khalifa International Date Palm Award put UAE name high in the area
of excellence and innovation at the global level: Jacques Diouf

H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research, Chairman of
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award
expressed his sincere thanks and appreciation to the Award
Patron, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahayan,
UAE President and praised his highness enormous efforts
made generously in order to achieve comprehensive
development putting into consideration that date palm
tree is one of the key pillars to achieve the comprehensive
development in the local community of UAE.
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The Patronage of His Highness to the Award that carries
his name and his strong support that is a natural and
logical reflection of his highness special attention to date
palm tree and the developing of its cultivation methods
and achieve maximum benefit from its cultivation and
marketing its products at the best way possible because it
is one of the cornerstones for food security and national
economy for many countries in the world.
This came in a speech delivered by H.E. the Minister during
the Award Distribution Ceremony for winners of Khalifa

International Date Palm Award in its third session on
yesterday morning Tuesday March 15th, 2011 at Emirates
Palace in the Capital Abu Dhabi in the presence of H.H.
Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, The Representative
of Ruler in Western Region, Emirate of Abu Dhabi, H.E. Dr.
Jacques Diuof, Director General of Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), Their Excellencies Ambassadors
accredited to UAE, in addition to Heads of International
and Regional Agencies and a large number of researchers,
those interested in date palm tree, members of the
scientific committee, winners and distinguished figures of
the Award in its third session 2011.
H.E. the Minister extended his great thanks and appreciation
to H.H. Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of
UAE Armed Forces, and recorded his strong support for
this international award which emphasizes his highness
vision to achieve the comprehensive and sustainable
development in this much giving homeland and showed
the pride of H.H. wise vision for the future of agricultural
development in the country and date palm cultivation
in particular and also his keenness that UAE always be a
leading role-model in the successful business, efficient and
excellence achievement in all areas.
In the meanwhile H.E. thanked H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin
Zayed Al Nahayan, Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister
of Presidential Affairs for his kind attention to provide full
support for this Award and his personal insight directives,
moreover the ministry to make the Award in fact a
fruitful and successful instrument to develop date palm
cultivation and production of dates in UAE, region and
the world at large and achieve the its established goals.
H.E. the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Award
thanked H.H. Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahayan for

attending the ceremony despite his many commitments
and responsibilities that is due to his interest of the
Award subject as it is related to history and heritage yet
to the nature of the life on this homeland. He thanked
the Representative of the Ruler of the Western Region
for honouring the ceremony and his presence today is a
confirmation of the special bond between man and date
palm tree. The bond that contributed to form the nature
of life, environment and the region through history and
succession of ages.
He also congratulated all participated who contested in
the Award in its third session and greeted all the winners,
appreciating all what they attain and represent as high
quality success and achievements in the date palm sector,
and all international circles involved and interested in date
palm follow up the winners of this Award and admire
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its achievement and appreciate the academic findings
and outcomes and their outstanding contributions. They
realize the role played by this Award to originate the
vitality and enthusiasm in research and development.
He hoped that they will continue to play a role-model for
their colleagues, even further to that their winning of the
Award has to be a motive for more giving and a broader
success. “Our celebration today of your achievements is
in fact a celebration of innovation and creativity and its
participation to achieve the economic growth, increase
productivity and promote prosperity in the development of
the community in general” Sheikh Nahayan said.

Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, UAE President and
to praise his enormous efforts made to achieve all its
economic benefits.

H.E. the Minister thanked His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahayan, UAE President who is the Patron of this
renowned Award which carries his name as an emphasis
on the importance of agriculture in the development of
the country and out of His Highness interest and special
attention to the value of date palm to achieve the balanced
and sustainable development and a true desire to establish
the pillars of UAE renaissance on a strong foundation from
science, knowledge, research and study – I would like to
take the opportunity to extend in my name and yours our
profound thanks and sincere appreciation to His Highness

He also congratulated the distinguished figures of the
Award in its third session 2011 and on top of them H.H.
Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, The Representative
of Ruler in Western Region, H.E. Dr. Jacques Diouf, Director
General of Food and Agriculture Organization FAO, H.E.
Abdullah Mohamed Al Masood, Chairman of the National
Advisory Council in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi for their
distinguished efforts and valuable role in serving the date
palm tree and those involved in the date palm cultivation
and production of dates sector at the regional and
international levels. He extended a special greeting to all
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H.E. the Minister and Chairman of Board of Trustees added
“Brothers and sisters, all of us with our great interest and
concern to originate a lasting development in the date palm
cultivation sector is the fruit of the work done by the founder
of UAE, the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahayan who
founded the pillars of a successful agricultural renaissance
in UAE, where he paid a special attention to date palm and
UAE became a leading centre in date palm cultivation and
production of dates thanks to his wise leadership”.

participated who contested in the Award in its third session
and I would like to greet all the winners, appreciating all
what they attain and represent as high quality success and
achievements in the date palm sector, I hope that they will
continue to play a role-model not only their colleagues but
also for the new generations.
H.E. the Minister wished the Award all success and progress
to stress the role of researchers and scientists in developing
agriculture techniques and methods which preserve
nature and environment and also to showcase the leading
initiatives of UAE in this field out of the concern to achieve
the sustainable development in all areas in accordance
with a scientific and deliberated approach that is open
to the best practices and the successful models at the
international level and seek in the meantime to establish
technical and behavioral changes needed to protect
and preserve environment by giving it what it deserves
from care and attention in order to achieve a sustainable
economic growth that preserve and raise the community
welfare. He thanked all the Award board of trustees for
their interest and thanked all stakeholders, agencies and
institutions that cooperate with the Award administration
with my appreciation to the entire important role of each
of them and their remarkable contributions in this sector.
He stressed that he is highly confident that the work to
continue at the same manner to support and develop
studies of date palm cultivation and production of dates,
so as this Award to become a key instrument to encourage
the work, innovation and creativity in UAE development
and the globe at large.
At the conclusion of the key note speech of H.E. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, Chairman of Board of Trustees
of Khalifa International Date Palm Award, expressed his
greetings to all winners of Khalifa International Date Palm
award and my sincere gratitude for all of you, wishing you
all success in your endeavours.

Guest of Honor of the Ceremony:
Dr. Jacques Diouf, Director General of Food and Agriculture
Organization, FAO and member of the Award Board of
Trustees delivered a speech in the inauguration ceremony
in which he commended the profound vision of the
founder of this country, the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al

Nahayan. He said that because of Sheikh Zayed great vision
that sustainable date palm cultivation in the United Arab
Emirates made it contain the largest number of date palm
trees that might equalize with the total number of the else
of the world.
Furthering this vision, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahayan, President of the United Arab Emirates,
has made great strides with his resolute efforts to continue
the cultivation of date palms. And in these efforts, the
United Arab Emirates has not lost sight of sustainability,
as evidenced by your having achieved qualitative leaps
in fighting desertification, expanding the planting cover
and encouraging the growth of food industries based on
dates. These steps are contributing significantly to the
sustainable development of the United Arab Emirates now
and well into the future.
Dr. Diouf added that the establishment of the Khalifa
International Date Palm Award by the United Arab
Emirates was, no doubt, due to its history of excellence in
this field. The Award is well-respected in the international
community and the UAE will continue to lead the way
in the support of regional and international efforts in
date palm cultivation, due to its economic importance in
fighting hunger and eliminating poverty in many countries
across the globe.
Dr. Diouf took the opportunity to congratulate all
researchers, producers and inventors who won the Award
categories in its third session 2011. He said that the Award
appreciates the efforts of all who were not fortunate to
win the prize this time around and hope to see them next
year on the stage as winners of the prize.
He also thanked the Award Board of Trustees and its
General Secretariat for its outstanding efforts and perfect
administration that put the Award voice and raised UAE high
in the sky, particularly in the academic circles (universities,
laboratories, research centres … etc) specialized in date palm
cultivation and production of dates across the world which
emphasize on the international dimension of the award
that carries the identity of UAE and its national fingerprint
under the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed al Nahayan, UAE President and the keen pursuit
of H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research, Chairman of
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award.
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H. H. Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Ruler’s Representative in the Western Region -Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

The name of Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan has
become synonymous to charity, humanitarian work,
community service and environmental protection,
especially his love of the date palm tree(blessed tree).

appointing Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan as the
Ruler's Representative in the Western Region - Abu Dhabi
in addition to his chairmanship of UAE Red Crescent and
Abu Dhabi Environment Commission.

No wonder; as he graduated from the school of the
environment advocate the late Sheikh Zayed (May Allah
Rest his Soul), the man of charity and gratuity. His Highness
occupied several official posts, the most important of
which are Vice Foreign Minister (1985-1990, State Minister
of Foreign Affairs (1990-2005) and then Vice Premier
since October 2003. Finally, H.H Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the country issued , in his capacity
as Governor of Abu Dhabi, a Princely Decree on 13.06.2009,

It is enough to say that date palm tree has been rendered
special interest by His Highness, especially after undertaking
chairmanship of the board of Abu Dhabi Environment
Commission. Date palm tree has thus gained a strong push
and moved great steps forward, consolidating its position
on local, regional and international levels. Date palm tree
has become of special strategic and economic importance
as a significant element within the food security and
sustained development formula in the UAE.
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H.E. Dr. Jacques Diouf
Director Genral of United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

With a Ph.D. in Social Sciences of the Rural Sector
(Agricultural Economics), Sorbonne, Paris, France, he
occupied many international posts, most important of
which are:
On November 8th 1993, he was elected Director-General of
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
after having been Ambassador and Head of the Senegalese
Permanent Mission to the United Nations.

Service for National Agricultural Research (ISNAR)The Hague, Netherlands; International Institute of
Tropical Agriculture (IITA)- Lagos, Nigeria; International
Institute of Scientific Research for African DevelopmentAdiopodoumé,Côte d'Ivoire; International Foundation of
Science- Stockholm, Sweden); and Council of the Islamic
Foundation for Science and Technology for DevelopmentJeddah-Saudi Arabia.

H.E Dr.Diouf was a board member in most international
agricultural centers, such as: International Council of
Research & Agro forestry, Nairobi-Kenya; International

Dr. Diouf was awarded more than 17 honorary doctorates
in agricultural science from various universities and more
than 43 orders of merit from various countries.
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H.E. Abdullah bin Mohammed Al Masood
Speaker of the National Consultative Council - Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Al Masaood family was one of the oldest families in Abu
Dhabi and the Western Emirates. Al Masaood began in the
pearl trading business. In the 1950s, Abdulla Al Masaood’s
father established his business in the general trading. Al
Masaood has become one of the largest companies in Abu
Dhabi representing several agencies of many International
brands. He is one of the pioneering figures regarding planting
palm trees in the UAE. In the mid 1990s, he was the first one
who introduced Al Majdool palm trees within his farms. He
grew more than 6000 organic Al Majdool palm trees.

•
•
•

In 1979 HE Abdulla Al Masaood became a member of the
National Consultative Council.
In 1994 he was appointed Chairman of the National
Consultative Council.
In 1996 the Federal Republic of Germany conferred on
HE Abdulla Al Masaood the “Commander’s Cross of the

•
•

•
•

Order of Merit” for the unique role in strengthening the
friendship and relations between the UAE and Germany.
In 2000 Entrusted by H.H the President of the UAE to
represent Abu Dhabi Emirate in the UAE-Japan Society.
In 2008 he was awarded “Swiss Ambassador Award”
as recognition for the notable effort in the promotion
of relations between Switzerland and the UAE and for
the Special long term commitment and friendship of
Switzerland.
In 2008 by decree of the President of the French Republic,
he was awarded “Knight of the National Order of Merit”.
In 2010 the Government of Japan has awarded him the
medal “Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Neck
Ribbon”.
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Winners
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Distinguished Research / Studies

First Winner : Dr. Ibrahim Bin Saqr Al Muslim
Saudi Arabia

Khalifa International Date Palm Award was granted to Dr.
Ibrahim Bin Saqr Al Muslim from Saudi Arabia for winning
the first place for the distinguished researches and studies
category in the field of date palm cultivation and dates
production on a research entitled Introduction of Date
Palm Genome Project.
The Date Palm Genome Project at the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is a comprehensive genome research project aimed
at sequencing the date palm genome to completion,
deciphering the transcriptomes and understanding the
biology of date palm for improved cultivation and pest
prevention. Up to date, we generated about 30M 454 reads
(~15X coverage) and assembly it into 226,501 contigs,

with a total length of 416,498,895 bps. And 3.6M (~100X
mappable coverage) SOLiD long mate pair reads have
been sequenced and used to increase quality of genome
assembly, and used to construct scaffolds. In addition, we
get the whole 158,462 bp double-stranded circular plastid
genome, which with a typical quadripartite structure of the
large (LSC, 86,198 bp) and small single copy (SSC, 17,712
bp) regions separated by a pair of inverted repeats (IRs,
27,276 bp). And more than 5,000,000 date palm cDNAs
from 8 different tissues have been sequenced by 454
sequencer, and these EST sequences will play an important
role for date palm genome assembly and gene annotation.
Further analysis of date palm genome will be performed in
the next few months.
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Distinguished Research / Studies

Second Winner : International Centre
for Biosaline Agriculture
United Arab Emirates

Khalifa International Date Palm Award was granted to
International Center for Biosaline Agriculture from Dubai,
United Arab Emirates for winning the second place for the
distinguished researches and studies category in the field
of date palm cultivation and dates production on a research
entitled Potential of Arbuscular Mycorrhizal Technology for
Sustainable Date Palm Production Systems.
This is the first investigation that demonstrated clearly,
the significant growth responses of date palms to
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mycorrhizal inoculation under nursery conditions.
Arbuscular mycorrhiza (AM) is a symbiotic association
between the roots of higher plants and about 200 fungal
species belonging to the phylum Glomeromycota. AMfungi promote plant growth by various mechanisms such
as enhanced water and nutrient absorption, improvement
of soil conditions, and alterations in physiological and
biochemical processes in their host. AM-fungi are
ubiquitous and have the potential to enhance salinity and
drought tolerance of plants.

Distinguished Producers

First Winner : Dr. Abdullah A. R. M. Arar
Kingdom of Jordan

Khalifa International Date Palm Award was granted to Dr.
Abdullah A. R. M. Arar / Model farm from Jordan for winning
the First place for the distinguished producers category in
the field of date palm cultivation and dates production.
In 1990 Dr. Arar established and managed 30 hectares
of Irrigated farm in the Jordan Valley, producing mainly
Medjool & Barhi Dates.

Model date palm farm is equipped with modern irrigation
methods and high technical facilities for the production
and post harvest treatment. The farm is also providing its
post harvest facilities and services to other date growers
on marginal profit. Model farm started in 1994 with first
Medjool and Barhi seedlings of tissue culture were brought
from France
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Distinguished Producers

Second Winner : Eng. Abdul Wahab Al Naqi
Kuwait

Khalifa International Date Palm Award was granted to Eng.
Abdul Wahab Al Naqi from Kuwait for winning the second
place for the distinguished producers category in the field
of date palm cultivation and dates production.
I started my path with the date palms from my childhood as
my father, May God Bless Him, was interested in planting
the date palms. I went with him to Al Seef that is a small
port for the wood ships on the shore of Kuwait and that
are coming from Shatt Al Arab. These ships are loaded with
kinds of the palm shoots and I was observing my father
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in what he selects from suitable types to plant in such a
difficult environment like Kuwait, and then he transfers
the same to his farm in the agricultural region of Al Fintas
at the southern of the city of Kuwait. I was following his
speech about the date palms with his friends and they
exchanged their knowledge and experience with the date
palms and the quality of each of them. After the death of
my father, May God Bless Him. In 1987 I thought of owning
an agriculture land and to use the modern methods in it in
addition not to forget the traditional methods of care and
protection.

The Best New Technique

Second Winner : Engineering
Authority, Ministry of Defence
Republic of Egypt

Khalifa International Date Palm Award was granted to
Engineering Authority, Ministry of Defence from Egypt for
winning the first place for the best technique category in
the field of date palm cultivation and dates production for
their active role in the application of modern science and
technology in the fight against red palm weevil in date
palm, both local and international level.
They considered agricultural pests is a major cause for
the spread of epidemics that affect agricultural crops and
livestock, which threatens weaken the national income.

The device operation theory:
The device operation theory is based on the premise
that every molecule of any substance in nature has a
genetic fingerprint which distinguishes it from the rest of
molecules of other substances (MOLECULAR SIGNATURE).
As it was possible to record this footprint and program
an electronic chip within it, it was found that whenever
the same material is available near the device, this latter
produces a signal on the direction of footprint presence.
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The Best Development Project

First Winner : Al Dahra Agricultural
Company / Namibia Project
United Arab Emirates

Khalifa International Date Palm Award was granted to Al
Dahra Agricultural Company from United Arab Emirates
for winning the first place for the best development project
category in the field of date palm cultivation and dates
production for their role in the development of date palm
industry in Namibia.
The company occupy agricultural phenomenon at the
present time a prime location where the company has
become one of the leading agricultural companies based
in the United Arab Emirates-based, and one of the main
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support to secure supplies of alfalfa and other grassy
fodder for the local market.
Invests agricultural phenomenon on an ongoing basis
in agricultural projects across the Middle East also owns
businesses in other regions. The company imported
phenomenon feed from countries located in different parts
of the world has begun to expand through diversification
of its business areas, which include various agricultural
crops of vegetables, fruit, and excellent Basmati rice trade.

The Best Development Project

Second Winner : Agriculture and
Fisheries Development Fund
Oman

Khalifa International Award for Palm Date was granted to The
Agriculture and Fisheries Development Fund in The Sultanate
of Oman. The Fund won the second position for the best
development project in the field of date palm cultivation and
production.
Since its establishment, the agricultural and fisheries
development fund contributed with many Omani national
public and private institutions and some of the Arab regional
and international centres specialized in the financing of several
projects and activities to honor and recognize the importance
of the blessed tree (i.e. palm tree). The Fund had financed 17
projects with a total cost of about 3553 million Omani Riyals
(about 9327 U.S. $), 13 of these projects had a direct impact

and development on the dates and 4 other projects had an
impact on the palm tree. These projects varied in their applied
research nature and ranged from developmental projects
oriented for farmers to informative and awareness-raising
projects throughout the Sultanate. The results contributed to
addressing many of the production problems and difficulties.
The Rhynchophorus Ferrugineus is often referred to as
the palm cancer nowadays. Despite numerous attempts
carried out to deal with this deadly pest, The Rhynchophorus
Ferrugineus remained the most serious pest endangering
most palm trees in more than 35 countries around the
world, including the Sultanate of Oman, the Persian Gulf, the
Mediterranean, East Asia and part of Europe.
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Distinguished Figure

Mr. Belhassan Mohammed
Kingdom of Morocco

Khalifa International Date Palm Award was granted to
Mr. Belhassan Mohammed from Morocco for winning the
title of the distinguished figure in the field of date palm
cultivation and dates production.
Mohamed Belhassan is the head of the national federation
of the producers of dates and vice president of the inter
professional federation of dates in the Kingdom of Morocco.
He is also the head of the regional council of Tafilalt and a
counsellor in the Morrocon parliamentary council as well
as a contractor and a farmer. He is a personality that has
acquired its political, organisational as well as managerial
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expertise from the Moroccan oases and under their
shadows. And as a sign of gratitude, Mr. Belhassan has
invested all efforts and potential to serve them. Hence and
starting from realistic diagnosis of the palm trees sector,
and in collaboration with all the concerned parties whether
governmental or private, he managed to make incredible
and distinguished efforts in order to created professional
organized structures to all contributors in the chain of the
production of dates and the palm trees sector, which was
embodied in the national federation of the producers of
dates and the inter professional dates federation.

