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Agricultural development
is one of the beams of the Union

The late Sheikh

Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
“May God bless his soul”

Today we stress that pursue the same
approach and give our support to complete
the institutional and legislative bodies and
consolidate the government and people
efforts to preserve and protect environment
and wildlife.

H.H Sheikh

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the United Arab Emirates
Founder and Patron of the Award

The genius of the Late Sheikh Zayed in the
field of agriculture lie in challenging the
impossible, this gives a leading example to
follow and to believe that there is no barrier
against achieving our all dreams for a better
future.

H.H General Sheikh

Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces

We express today our deep gratitude to
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, UAE President for his wise decision
to establish this Award and his strong
support for it and his keen interest to
encourage all efforts aimed at the continued
improvement of date palm cultivation and
the enhancement of its processing and even
place UAE to be a leading center for research,
development and production and all what is
related to this fruitful and blessed tree.

H.H Sheikh

Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research
President of the Board of Trustees

Our Word…
Today we are in the time of empowerment and loyalty for the approach
of Late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (May god bless his soul)
under the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, UAE President giving promise and commitment to guide us
through our journey to success and excellence. We look to what the
Award General Secretariat has achieved on real ground throughout
last year is a record full of unlimited giving and humble achievements,
particularly if we looked to the clear vision of the Award and the size
of the huge and projected ambitions designed for excellence and
distinction.
Khalifa International Date Palm Award is a move at the right way and
charted out for itself noble principles, goals and values at the way of
success and excellence. It draws its vision from the wise leadership
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President
and the support of H.H. Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE Armed
Forces, and the interest of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, and the
keen pursuit of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award.
A year passed from the Award time and 194 researchers,
growers, producers and processors have participated in
its third
session from 25 Arab and non-Arab countries.
The rate of increase in the number of national candidates reached 68%,
whereas the rate of increase in the number of candidates reached 32%.
This is a clear testament for the international spread of the Award
globally and the interest of the specialists and blessed tree lovers to
participate in its different categories which consolidates UAE leading
role in promoting and supporting the date palm sector and dates
processing and production worldwide.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid
General Secretary
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
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Decree

Board of
Trustees
Board of

Trustees

Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research
President of the Board of Trustees
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Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
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H.H Sheikh

H.E. Dr. Hadef Jouan Al Dhahiri

H.E. Dr. Jacques Diouf

Minister of Justice
United Arab Emirates

Director General - Food and Agriculture
Organisation of United Nations (FAO)

H.E. Dr. Salem Abd Al-Kareem Al-Lozi

H.E. Advisor Zuhair Abul-Adeeb

Director General of the Arab Organization
for Agricultural Development (former)

Agricultural advisor of His Highness the
President of the United Arab Emirates

Director General of Abu Dhabi Food
Control Authority, UAE

Hon. Prof. Ghaleb Alhadrami

Hon. Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid

Dean’s Office, college of Food &
Agriculture, UAE University

Chief technical Advisor
UAE University
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Hon. Dr. Helal Humaid Al Kaabi
Director of Gardens & Recreation Facilities
Division Southern Region
Al Ain Muncipality, UAE
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Hon. Eng. Rashid Mohammed
Khalfan Al Sharaiqi

Scientfic
Commit
Scientific

Committee

Head of the Scientific Committee
Department of Developmental and Cell Biology
University of California Irvine, Irvine,CA, USA

Prof. Harrison G. Hughes
Member of Scientific
Committee Colorado State
University, USA

Prof. Abdallah Oihabi

Prof. Hassan R. Shabana

Member of Scientific
Member of Scientific
Committee Food & Agriculture
Committee Expert in
Organization of the
Cultivation & Production of
United Nations (FAO)
Date Palm
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Prof. Francis Marty
Member of Scientific Committee
Republic of France
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Reports

Heads the Fifth Periodical Meeting of the
Members of the Award Board of Trustees

Nahayan confirms the intention of the Award
to enhance the international position of the
UAE in the service of the date palm tree under
the leadership of Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific
Research, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award, headed the fifth periodical
meeting of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
held in the Emirates Palace the day before
yesterday. The meeting was attended by
all the members along with the Board
Reporter. H.H. reviewed the meeting
agenda and hailed the efforts of the
General Secretariat and the Members of
the Board of Trustees concerning what has
been achieved during the fourth session,
particularly the increase of the number of
participants in all categories of the Award.
The increase percentage of the number of
the national participants reached to about
68%, whereas the increase percentage of
the number of candidates from all parts
of the world reached to 32%. The above
percentage is considered an indicator

of the widespread of the Award and the
positive interaction of the targeted groups
with the content of the Award and its
noble goals after the national campaign
led by the General Secretariat, under the
directives of H.H. the Chairman of the
Board of Trustees, inside the country and
the introductory campaign at the level of
the Arab region.
H.H. went through the technical and
financial report of the Award works in its
fourth session, in addition to the media file
and the successful achievement attained
by the Award in “The Date Palm in the
Eye of the World” Competition. This is an
additional indicator of the reliability of
the Award in its communication with the
various categories of the local community
by employing the art of photography as
means to develop the public awareness of
the importance of the date palm tree and
to consolidate its culture.
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leadership of HH Sheikh Khalif Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE (may God
protect him) and the support of First Lt.
General HH Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi,
Deputy of the Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces, and the follow –up
of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister. Minister
of Presidential Affairs.
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The meeting was concluded by the word
of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
& Scientific Research, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award wherein he confirmed
the intention of the Award to go on in
the process of enhancing international
position of the UAE in the service of the
blessed date palm tree and its employees
at the level of the world under the wise

The Technical Report of the Works of the
General Secretariat of
Khalia International Date Palm Award
The Fourth Session from 16/3/2011 to 12/3/2012
12/4/2011: The General Secretariat held
an honoring ceremony at Zayed University
for Girls in Abu Dhabi on the honor of the
approved news agencies.
14/4/2011: The Award participated in the
Cultural Convoys Campaign (our society is
a trust) held in the Emirate of Fujairah.
15/5/2011: The General Secretariat of the
Award obtained a Letter of Accreditation,
the ISBN is 978-9948-15-987-2 for the
winning writers of the Award in its
three sessions (2009-2-10-2011) by the
Ministry of Culture & Youth. 20/5/2011:
The General Secretariat of the Khalifa
International Date Palm Award published
a book about the winners of the Award
within its last three sessions (2009 –
2010 – 2011). The book gives researchers
and specialists the chance of having an
idea about the content of the winning
and distinguished researches aiming to
circulate the benefit and nationalize the
scientific knowledge in the field of date
palm. 25/5/2011: The General Secretariat

of the Award obtained the Accreditation
Letter of the ISBM (9948-16-079-3978) of
the Yearly Book of the Award in its third
session 2011 by the Ministry of Culture,
Youth & Community Development.
1/6/2011: The General Secretariat of
the Award in cooperation with Seventh
Dimension Company in Dubai designed
an advertisement campaign to launch
the Award in its fourth session through
electronic marketing on the internet.
1/6/2011: Issuing the second Issue of
the Third Volume of the Blessed Tree
Magazine.
1/6/2011: Issuing the Third Yearly Book
which documents all the activities and
events achieved by the Secretariat General
of the Award in its third session 2011.
1/6/2011: Designing and publishing a
number of commercial advertisements
in local newspapers in the UAE which are
related to the launching of the fourth
session of the Award by stages and inviting

26/6/2011: An introductory presentation
of the Award was implemented within
the program of the Seventh International
Conference of Scientific Journalists in the
Qatari capital, Doha, during the period 2630 June 2011.
7/7/2011: The third session was launched
and the registration of participating in the
International Photography Competition
was opened (The Palm Tree in the Eyes of
the World).
12/7/2011: The Award participated in Liwa
Seventh Festival of Ripped Dates during
the period 12- 21/7/2011.
27/7/2011 The Award participated in Liwa
– Ajman Festival of Ripped Dates during
the period between 27-29 July /2011.
15/8/2011: The Award obtained a letter
of renewing the license of the Blessed
Tree Magazine issued by the National
Council of Information in its capacity as
a periodical scientific magazine (issued
once every three month) specialized in
date palm under No. 1245 of 15/8/2011 till
14/8/2012.
1/9/2011: Issuing the Third Issue of the
Third Volume of the Blessed Tree Magazine.
15/9/2011: The Award participated in
(The Palm Tree Day) held at Al Hayer
District in Al Ain. 10/10/2011: The Award
participated in the Awareness Program of
Date Palm Trees and Dates held at Sheikha
Amna Religious and Heritage Center for
Ladies in Al Ain.
18/10/ 2011: Launching the national
Campaign for introducing the Award at
the level of the UAE in cooperation with
Abu Dhabi Center for Farmer Services,
where the first meeting with the date palm
farmers was held on the 18th of October
2011, and the second meeting was held
in the western Region (Liwa) on the 20th
of October 2011 in Liwa. The campaign
resulted in achieving an increase reaching

31/10/2011: Announcing the closing
date of receiving candidate applications
for the Award 4th session. The number
of applicants reached to 194 participants
representing 25 countries from all parts of
the world.
1/11/2011: A commercial Announcement
was published in Al Etihad daily about the
continuation of receiving applications of
the competition of “The Palm Tree in the
Eyes o the World” in its third version.
1/11/2011: Classifying and evaluating the
applications that meet the requirements
of the competition as a step forward
to announce the total number of the
participants in the categories of the Award
in its fourth session.
10/11/2011: Participating in the works
of the 2nd International Forum of Dates
in the Kingdom of Morocco during the
period betwee 10-13 November 2011. The
Award was honored by the visit made by
His Majesty King Mohammad the VI to the
Emirates pavilion and he hailed the deep
relationships between the two countries
in the area of date palm trees and dates
production.
13/11/2011: Participating in a scientific
research paper in the International
Conference of Date Palm Researches in
Algeria, the capital, during the period 1314 November 2011 within the framework
of the introductory Campaign of the Award
at the Arab level.
16/11/2011: Announcing the closing
date of accepting candidate applications
of the Award in its fourth session along
with the total number of participants in
the Award categories. 21/11/2011: The
Award participated in the Emirates Festival
of Date Palm & Dates in Abu Dhabi during
the period between 21-26 November 2011.
25/11/2011: The General Secretariat
received a letter of thanks & appreciation
from His Majesty King Mohammad the VI
of Morocco in return for the dedication of a
collection of the issues of the Blessed Tree
Magazine issued by the General Secretariat
of the Award.
1/12/2011: Issuing the fourth issue of the
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1/6/2011:
Designing
and
printing
a number of advertising materials,
brochures and gifts within the framework
of launching the fourth session 2011.

68% in the number of national candidates.
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farmers, researchers, interested people,
producers and lovers of the date palm tree
to participate within the Award categories.

third volume of the Blessed Tree Magazine.
11/12/2011: The General Secretariat
published a book entitled “Palm Leaves
Architecture” in English. The book is
considered the first scientific book to
go deep in the palm leaves architecture
Moreover.. it documents the use of man of
the palm leaves in building the traditional
house in the pre-oil period. The book was
edited by the researcher Sandra Basic.
15/12/2011: Dr. HE. Dr. Jack Diouf
member of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award was
honored.
20/12/2011: The General Secretariat
coined a silver specie of (50 AED) bearing
the logo of the Award and the photo of
HH. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE on, the sponsor of
the Award on the occasion of the 5th
anniversary of the Award foundation. The
specie was coined in cooperation with the
Central Bank of the UAE.
15/1/2012: Issuing the third volume of
the Blessed Tree Magazine which includes
four successive issues. The magazine is
considered the first scientific magazine
specializes in date palm in the Arab Region
which proved its success and contributed
in enhancing specialized scientific
journalism in the UAE. 1/3/2012: Issuing
the first issue of the Fourth Volume of the
Blessed Tree Magazine.
4/3/2012: The Award General Secretariat
participated in the UAE celebrations of
the 32nd Forestation Week under the logo
“ Together to tree-plant the Emirates “
during the period 4-8 March 2012 at Sheikh
Khalifa`s Recreation Ground in Abu Dhabi.
10/3/2012: The Award General Secretariat
issued a luxurious book which documents
all the distinguished and winner photos
in
the
International
Photography
Competition “The Palm Tree in the Eyes of
the World” during the last three sessions
(2010- 2011-2012).
11/3/2012: The Award General Secretariat
hosted four Arab journalists to cover the
ceremony of honoring the winners in the
fourth session aiming to cover the news
of the Award in all the media at the Arab
level.
11/3/2012: Honoring celebration of the

winners of the Award categories and the
influential VIPS in the area of date palm
trees cultivation and date production.
11/3/2012: The fifth periodical meeting of
the members of the Board of Trustees of
the Award chaired by HH. Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayn, Minister of Higher
Education & Scientific Research, Chairman
of the Award Board of Trustees.
12/3/2012: An Artistic tour to the members
of the Arab and local Media delegation
where they were introduced to the Lab of
Tissues Culture in the Studies and date
palm development Unit of the UAEU. They
were further introduced to a number of
services which are provided by the General
Secretariat of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award to researchers, producers
and lovers of the blessed tree in the UAE.
Moreover, the delegation visited the Palm
Tree Friends Society where they were
acquainted with the services provided to
farmers and date producers in the UAE by
the Society in addition to the introduction
of the achievements of the Society at the
local level. Then the delegation paid a
visit to Date Factory at Al Sad of Al Foah
Company where they were introduced
to the mechanisms of the factory work,
its production line of excellent dates and
types of dates produced and the pioneering
position achieved by the factory at the
international and local levels.
With the end of the activities of the Award
fourth session, the Media committee
of the Award under the supervision of
the General Secretariat prepared and
published a great number of news (in
Arabic & English) which was associated
with the activities and events of the Award
during its fourth session 2011 in various
local and international newspapers and on
the internet specialized websites. Such as
action had positive effects on introducing
the Award activities and encouraged
interested people to participate in
the categories of the Award. This led
to increasing the number of national
participants reaching to 68% of the total
number of participants, whereas the
increase reached to 32% of the number
of candidates from all parts of the world.
However, the total number of candidates
was 194 representing 25 countries world
wide.
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The Fourth
Session Launch

Abdelouahhab Zaid : The Qualitative Increase in the Number of
Participants Enhances the Role of the Award Among the
Targeted Categories

Khalifa International Date Palm Award Opens
Candidacy for its 4th Session 2012

Under the directives of H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research,
President of the Khalifa Date Palm Award
Board of Trustees, the Secretariat General
of Khalifa International Date Palm Award
announces the opening of candidacy
for the Award five categories starting
from the 1st of June 2011 till the 30th
of October 2011 giving the chance to
all date farmers, producers, researchers,
academics, specialists and the lovers of
the date palm tree all around the world
to submit their applications to win one
of the award five prizes, namely, research
& distinguished studies category in the
area of date pal cultivation and dates
production, the category of distinguished
producers in the area of date palm
cultivation and dates production, the
category of the best distinguished project
in the area of date palm cultivation,
the category of the best developmental
project in the area of date palm cultivation

and dates production, and the category
of the distinguished personality in the
area of date palm cultivation and dates
production. The above announcement
was delivered in a press conference held
on Wednesday the 1st of June 2011 by Dr.
Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General
of Khalifa International Date Palm Award
in the Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi in
the presence of Dr. Helal Humaid Saeed
Al Kaabi, member of the Award Board of
Trustees, Head of the Administrative and
Financial Committee, and Eng. Emad Saad,
Head of the Media Committee.
The Secretary General mentioned that
despite the short life of the Award, yet
the Award acquired great interaction by
the specialized agricultural circles of palm
tree at the local, regional and international
levels. The Award as such is the first and
most comprehensive and greatest of its
kind worldwide. The Award is the fruit of
the care and appreciation given to this
blessed tree and the workers in the area of

On his part, Dr. Helal Humaid Saeed Al
Kaaabi, member of the Award Board of
Trustees, Head of the Administrative and
Financial Committee,
has mentioned
that in the light of the success achieved
by Khalifa International Date Palm Award
during the last three sessions, it is our

Therefore, the Award Secretariat General
and the Award Trustees Council paid
special attention to promote the process of
this success adopting it as a promise and
an obligation under the prudent leadership
of H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE President (May God protect him)
whom the Award is honored to be named
after, the support of First Lt. General H.H
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince and Deputy of Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, and
the pursuit of H.H. Mansour Bin Zayed AL
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs, and the attention
of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education &
Scientific Research, President of the Board
of Trustees.
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Dr. Zaid added that a look at the number
of participants in all the categories of the
Award reveals that there is a qualitative
increase estimated to be 84% of all
categories during the last three years from
24 countries worldwide where the category
of research and distinguished studies got
the biggest share in such increase due to
the importance of research and academic
studies in developing any developmental
operation in all sectors of life. Today, the
Award is progressing confidently towards
much more development and fulfilling
its obligations towards the palm tree and
those who work in this important sector.

responsibility to maintain and enhance
this success for the interest of the blessed
tree and the workers in the area of date
palm at the national and international
levels. Dr. Helal has announced as well
that all arrangements have been taken
at all levels to receive participants and
that the Administrative Committee shall
start classifying the applications that
meet the candidacy conditions during
next November, and then the Scientific
Committee shall start assessing the
candidate applications during next
December and January. Finally, winner
names shall be announced next February
whereas the celebration of honoring the
winners will be in next March 2012.
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palm tree sector by virtue of the prudent
directives of H.H Sheikh Kalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, UAE President, (May God protect
him), the support of the First Lt. General
H.H Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince, Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, and the
care of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs, all contributed
in reinforcing the role of the UAE in the
area of sustainable development of the
palm tree sector at the regional and
international levels.

Active Participation of Khalifa Award in
Liwa Date Festival in its 7th session of 2011

Nahayan Mabarak offers winners and
participants 10000 tissue palm seedlings
H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
& Scientific Research, President of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award, gave 10.000 tissue
palm seedlings as gift to winners and
participants in Liwa Festival of Dates in its
7th session of 2011 which was organized
by Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and
Heritage in an appreciation effort of His
Highness to the lovers of date palm tree
and winners of its award who worked hard
and achieved the best results at the level of
the competition various official categories.
These seedlings are considered among the
best types which are produced by the UAE
university laboratory.
On this occasion H.H Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan said “The growing
of the Palm Date Tree in the UAE is
considered an essential cornerstone in the
process of sustainable development led by
H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,

President of UAE (May God protect him) for
its role in the equation of food security of
our homeland where H.H realized what the
importance of agricultural development
represents in constituting real capital, and

It is worthwhile mentioning the support of
H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Presidential Affairs and his special care in
the reality and future of the blessed tree at
all levels and on all occasions particularly
Khalifa International Date Palm Award.
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He praised as well the care of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed, Crown –
prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme
Commander of Armed Forces, President
of the Executive Council of the Emirate
of Abu Dhabi. Given to the agricultural
sector in general and the palm tree
growing in particular since the agricultural
policy occupies an important place in the

conscience of H.H and reflects the special
care which this policy gives to the blessed
tree as a continuous step on the way of the
late H.H Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
(God rest his soul) in taking care of the
requirements of the Unique agricultural
experiments on our homeland.
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that is why he never hesitated to provide
all means of support to rise and develop
the growing of this tree, extend the grown
area, achieve self- sufficiency and vary the
means of income.

The Turnout of Palm Tree Lovers and Date
Producers to Participate in the Award Categories
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
Witnessed Active participation in Liwa 7th Festival - 2011
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
attracted the interest of palm tree lovers
and date producers who participated in
Liwa 7th Festival for Dates through the
great turnout of obtaining candidacy
forms and inquiry about the standard
of nomination and the conditions of
participation in the Award different
categories. The Award participation in
the festival comes within the framework
of spreading awareness, encouraging
national farmers and creating
the
competitive spirit among farmers and
producers about the mechanism of
participation in the Award five categories.
On the occasion of the Award Participation
in Liwa Seventh Festival for dates 2011,
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Award
Secretary General referred to the sublime
sponsorship which the Award and the
blessed tree have by H.H Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President ( God
protect him ) and First Lt. General H.H
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown-Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy of

Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forces, and H.H Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs. Dr. Zaid stressed the
fact that there is qualitative development
within the activities of the festival to help
developing the date palm sector at the
level of the country through developing
the means of treatment with farmers
and producers and through extending the
scope of participation within the festival
official competition categories.
He added that Khalifa International Date
Palm Award through the instructions
of H.H sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education &
scientific Research, President of the Board
of Trustees of the Award, gives great
importance to encourage national farmers
to participate in the Award activities in its
various categories and provide them with
all the facilities and technical possibilities
to apply for the competition in its fourth
session.

Khalifa International Date Palm Award participates in
Liwa Ajman Date Festival

Dr. Abdulwhab Zaid the Secretary
General of the Award said that the Award
participation comes in response to the
invitation by the organizing committee of

the festival in its first version in Ajman to
the Secretariat General. The festival was
organized by the Department of Culture &
Media in Ajman in cooperation with Abu
Dhabi Authority for Culture & Heritage on
the festival ground during the period 2729 July 2011. He affirmed the importance
of this participation in response to the
directives of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
& Scientific Research, President of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award to enhance the national
participation and extending the scope of
the spread of the Award all over the UAE
since it is the first time when the Award
Administration communicates with palm
trees farmers and date producers in the
Northern Emirates. However, supervisors
of the award pavilion were so careful to
meet all the farmers demands and answer
their questions and inquires related to the
Award by the festival visitors, referring
that the aim of the participation in the
festival is to spread awareness and
encourage national farmers creating a
spirit of competition among them about
the mechanism of participating in the five
categories of the Award.
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Under the directives of H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
President of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award,
the Secretariat General of the Award
participated in Liwa Ajman Date Festival in
its first version 2011 which was opened by
H.H Sheikh Ammar bin Humaid Al Nuaimi,
Crown – Prince of Ajman, President of the
Executive Council, among a large Crowd
of participants, farmers and interested
people from all northern Emirates and
with a special care of H.H Humaid Bin
Rashid Al Nuaimi, member of the Supreme
Council, Ruler of Ajman. The Award
participation aims at enhancing awareness
in the importance of national participation
among dates farmers and producers in
the UAE by distributing participation form
within the five categories of the Award
in its fourth session to the fellow citizens
owners of the farms in the Northern
Emirates.
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Nahayam Mabarak: We try to extend the scope
of the spread of the Award all over the UAE

Opening the Emirates International Date Palm
Festival & “Sial” Exhibition

Nahayan Mabarak : The UAE is pioneering in
taking care of the blessed tree

H.H sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research hailed the care of HH sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, president of
the UAE (May God protect him) and his
brother H.H sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid
AL Maktoum, president Deputy, Prime
Minister, Rule of Dubai, and their brothers
members of the Supreme Council of the
Federation, rulers of the Emirates, give to
the procession of promoting the position
of the blessed tree.
In his speech during the opening of SIAL
Middle East Exhibition and the Fifth
Emirate International Date Palm Festival
at Abu Dhabi Center for Exhibitions, H.H
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan said
that the palm tree receives wide care in
the country. The late H.H Sheikh Zayed Bin

Sultan Al Nahyan, ( May God rest his soul
) taught us for decades how to take care
of this blessed tree, an act which gives
back to this blessed tree its strategic role
as a companion and original pivot in our
national heritage in addition to its being a
major component of food strategy.
Moreover, H.H praised the unlimited
support given by H.H First Lit. General Sheik
Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces to the
blessed tree and his concern to provide the
support of the governmental and private
authorities to the blessed tree and to
maintain the motivating environment for
national frames to grow it. He appreciated
as well the efforts of H.H Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime

The opening was attended by HE Saqer
Qbasseh, Minister of Labor, Rashid
Bin Ahmed Bin Fahad,
Minister of
Environment & Water, Ali Salem Al Kabbai,

H.H and the accompanying delegation
made a tour in
the festival areas
accompanied with the ambassadors of
Britain, Turkey, Iran, Argentina, Pakistan
and Italy.
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H.H indicated that the wide participation
of governmental and non-governmental
authorities
from inside and outside
the country translates the trust of
the
international
community
and
its appreciation of the pioneering
participation achieved by the UAE in
respect of the care of the blessed tree.

Deputy Supreme Chairperson of Family
Development Foundation, Major General
Obaid AL Hairi Al Ketbi Heirri Al, Deputy
General Commander of Abu Dhabi Police,
Rashid Al Shuraiqi, General Director of Abu
Dhabi Food Control Authority, Ali Saed Bin
Hermal Al Dahari, the delegated member
at Abu Dhabi Co. to Exhibitions, HE Juma
Al Majed, Sheikh Abdullah Bin Khalid Al
Khalifa of Bahrain, Dr. Abdulwahab Zaid the
General Secretary of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award and a number of officials
from inside and outside the UAE.
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Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs
and his patronage of the international
festival and exhibition which enables both
to be international events in the trust
meanings of the word.

Within the Frame of Extending Interaction
with the Local Community

Khalifa` Award participates in the
Cultural Convoy in Fujairah
At the invitation of the Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Community Development, the
Secretariat General of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award participated in the
national campaign (Cultural Convoy)
under the motto (Our Society is a Pledge),
held at Al Kheilabeya of Fujairah on
14/15/April 2011. The Award pavilion
is distinguished for
displaying and
distributing the Award publications such
as brochures, handbooks, pamphlets, and
posters so as to introduce the Award and
encourage farmers to participate within
its different categories, in addition to the
Magazine of the blessed tree ( Rawad) and
some memorial gifts.
The pavilion had an eminent role in
introducing the Award categories and in

illustrating how to submit applications
and preparing the relevant portfolios in
addition to explaining the conditions of
the Award its categories, and familiarizing
visitors of the value of the first and second
winners and encouraging farmers to
participate. The visitors to the exhibition
got an idea about the period of applying to
the Award,the manner classification of the
applications that meet the set conditions,
the evaluation of these applications and
then the announcement of the winners in
the first week of Feb.2012. It is to be noted
hereby that the celebration of honoring
winners is always held in March every
year. The pavilion of Khalifa Award Wing
was well received by visitors, and it was a
good chance to introduce the Award and
its various.

Within the Frame of Extending Interaction
with the Local Community

for farmers at the level of the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi. The Secretary General added
that the General Secretariat of the Award
is still receiving and accepting applications
for the forth session till the end of current
October. The number of the participating
works reached to more than 100 worldwide.The participation in the Award would
be within its five categories, namely,
research, distinguished studies in the field
of palm cultivation & date production,
the best distinguished product, the best
distinct technology, the best distinguished
developmental project, and the best
distinguished personality in the area of
palm cultivation and date production at
the world level.

This was asserted by Dr. Abdulwahab
Zaid, the Secretary General of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award in a press
release in which he hailed the importance
of activating cooperation with the
authorities concerned at the level of the
UAE such as Farmers` Service Center to
promote and qualify the national date
palm farmers, in addition to those who are
interested and lovers of the blessed tree.
He praised the pioneering role carried out
by the said Center in providing services

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the secretary
General of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award asserted that the Award is
witnessing an increasing development
in the number of participants in quantity
and quality during its four sessions.
Such development was the result of the
instructions and support of HH Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research,
Chairman of the Award Board of Trustees.
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The Secretariat General of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award launched
its local campaign to encourage the
national farmers in the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi to participate within the categories
of the award in its fourth session of 2012
in cooperation with the Farmers Service
Center in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. A
great number of date palm farmers in
Abu Dhabi participated in the orientation
meeting held by the Award Secretariat last
Thursday in cooperation with the center in
Shangri-La Hotel. In this meeting the goals
of the Award, its five categories, mechanics
of submitting applications,
and the
technologies of preparing the portfolios of
the award were introduced.
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Khalifa` Award participates in the Cultural
Convoy in Fujairah

UAE confirms its distinction for the second successive year

His Majesty King of Morocco visits the
UAE pavilion at the International
Date Palm Forum 2011
HM King Mohammad VI of Morocco visited
the UAE pavilion during his launching
the Second International Date Forum in
Morocco organized by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries in the city of
Erfoud at the District of Errachidia during
the period between 10-13 November 2011
under the motto :” The Oasis is the Spring
of Consolidating Development”. However,
the UAE pavilion comprises a special corner
for Khalifa International Date Palm Award
and another corner for the Date Palm
Research & Development Unit,” Date Palm
Tissue Culture Laboratory “ of the UAE
University.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General
of the Award, Director of the Unit presented
a comprehensive idea to HM the King of
Morocco about the importance of the UAE
successive participation in the second
forum and about the activities, goals and
results of the Award. He briefed H.M. as
well about the works of the Studies of the
Date Research & Development Unit.
He asserted too the importance of the
cooperation between the UAEU and the
concerned authorities in the Kingdom of
Morocco and that this participation came
as a reinforcement to the role of the UAE

H.M the King of Morocco opened the
forum in the presence of Prince Moulay
Rasheed, HH Aziz Akhnosh, Minister of
Agriculture and Fisheries, His Excellency
Nasser Heweidden Al Kutubi, Charge De
Affair of the UAE Embassy in Morocco and
a number of academic and specialized
VIPS in the field of date cultivation and
production at the Arab and international
levels
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He referred to the instructions of HH sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan. Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research,
UAEU Chancellor, Chairperson of the Board
of Trustees of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award for extending the work scope
of the Award all over the world particularly

in the Arab World so as to acquaint a large
portion of specialized researchers, farmers
and lovers of the date palm with the Award
and to promote them to apply for the
Award five categories.
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in supporting and developing the sector of
Date palm at the international level under
the leadership of H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan (may God protect him)
and the support of H.H Sheikh Mohammad
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces.

Khalifa International Date Palm Award
Wins the Certificate of Merit
HM King Mohammad VI of Morocco visited
the UAE pavilion during his launching
the Second International Date Forum in
Morocco organized by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries in the city of
Erfoud at the District of Errachidia during
the period between 10-13 November 2011
under the motto :” The Oasis is the Spring
of Consolidating Development”. However,
the UAE pavilion comprises a special corner
for Khalifa International Date Palm Award
and another corner for the Date Palm
Research & Development Unit,” Date Palm
Tissue Culture Laboratory “ of the UAE
University.
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General
of the Award, Director of the Unit presented
a comprehensive idea to HM the King of
Morocco about the importance of the UAE
successive participation in the second
forum and about the activities, goals and
results of the Award. He briefed H.M. as
well about the works of the Studies of the
Date Research & Development Unit.

He asserted too the importance of the
cooperation between the UAEU and the
concerned authorities in the Kingdom of
Morocco and that this participation came
as a reinforcement to the role of the UAE

Within the Introductory Campaign of the Award

Khalifa Award Participates in the Date Palm
Symposium in Algeria

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary
General of the Award, pointed out that this
participation came within the strategic
plan determined by the Award Board of
Trustees in response to the instructions
of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
& Scientific Research, Chairperson of the
Board of Trustees to introduce the Award

The symposium aimed at achieving a
harmonious synthesis between various
works which were achieved in the field
of date palm. It aimed as well to organize
discussions and expose opinions related
to the development of scientific methods
and to draw the guidelines of the research
program to help maintaining date palm.
Moreover, the developed theories were
exposed during the symposium such as the
status of the date palm in the world and the
culture of date palm and its development,
and the impact of this culture on fighting
dissertation and on the conditions of the
researches of date palm trees.
The Award Technical team distributed
the printed materials of the Award and
the Magazine of the Blessed Tree to the
symposium participants and to the visitors
of the Exhibition associated with the
Symposium.
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Dr. Salem Al Lawzi, member of the Board
of Trustees of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award displayed an introductory
presentation of the Award goals, its
mission and its five categories. This would
give the chance to a larger number of
specialists and lovers of the blessed tree
world-wide to participate.

throughout the world and to encourage
specialists, farmers, producers and lovers
of the blessed tree to participate within the
Award various categories.
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The General Secretariat of Khalifa
International
Date
Palm
Award
participated with a seminar presented
in the international Symposium of
Palm researches held during the period
between 12-13 November 2011 which
was organized by Science & Technology
University in Hawari Bu Median University
at Al Areed District, Algeria.

In the Presence of 600 Scientific Journalists World- Wide

Khalifa Award Exhibits its Efforts in the 7th
international Conference of the
Scientific Journalists in Qatar

The Secretariat General of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award participated
in a paper within the activities of the 7th
International Conference of Scientific
Journalism hosted by the Qatari capital,
Doha during the period 27-29 June 2011.
The history of the Award was reviewed
since its establishment by virtue of the
Presidential Decree No.(15 ) of 2007 issued
H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE President ( May God protect him )
passing through its four sessions and the
wonderful results which The Secretariat
General of the Award achieved at the local,
regional and international levels thanks
to instructions and support of H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
President of the Board of Trustees. The
paper talked about the great role played
by the First Lit General, H.H Mohammad
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi, Deputy of the Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, and the
efforts of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs, in supporting the
Award and the future of growing the date
palm tree throughout UAE.
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid,the General
Secretary of the Award illustrated that this
participation came within the frame of the
strategic plan approved by the Secretariat

General to introduce the Award and to
encourage the specialized categories to
participate within its various categories
since the campaign shall include in its Arab
frame for this year Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt,
and the Sudan.
Engineer Emad Saad, Head of the Media
Committee of the Award, Member of the
Arab Association of Scientific Journalists
referred,while
presenting the paper,
to the standards and conditions of the
Award five categories and the mechanism
of applying and the services provided
by the General Secretariat to facilitate
the participation of the palm tree lovers,
researchers and producers from all parts of
the world. He went through the names of
the winners within the Award categories
in its last three sessions. Award printed
materials and registration forms were
distributed to the scientific personalities
participating in conference activities. It
is to be mention herein that the number
of participants in the activities of the 7th
conference of scientific journalists was
about 600 journalists representing 90
countries world wide of whom there were
60 Arab journalists from all over the world,
in addition to a number of the eminent
scientific personalities at the top of whom
is Dr. Ahmed Zowail, Nobel Prize Winner
in chemistry who opened the conference.

Issued by the General Secretariat of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award

The Annual Book to document the achievements
of the Award in its Third Session 2011

That was the introduction of Dr.
Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award;the
book documents all activities and events
organized by the Award in its third session
2011 at all different levels and areas.
Dr. Zaid added that Khalifa International
Date Palm Award is considered a move
in the right direction and sat out noble
principles, goals and values at the road of

A year has passed and 131 researchers,
growers, producers and manufacturers
and date palm lovers from 24 countries
have participated in the third session of
the Award and this is a vivid testament
of the internationality of the Award and
its widespread popularity and the interest
of specialists and blessed tree lovers to
participate in its different categories
which consolidates the leading role of UAE
in support and developing of date palm
sector and dates production.
Year Book Fourth Session 2012

In fact, what the Award General Secretariat
achieved on the ground during last year
is a huge record of unlimited giving and
humble achievements in our views and
enormous ones in the vision of the world,
particularly when we look to the clear
vision of the Award and the size of the
large and legal ambitions which aim at
distinguishing and excellence.

success and excellence. The Award draws
its vision from the wise leadership of
United Arab Emirates, His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President,
(God protects Him) and the support
of H.H. Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince, Deputy
Supreme Commander of UAE Armed
Forces, and the continuous interest of
H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister, and Minister of
Presidential Affairs and the close follow
up of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education &
Scientific Research, Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award.
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Today we witness the age of empowerment
and loyalty for the approach of the Late
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (God
Rest His Soul in Peace), under the wise
leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President (God
protects Him), a promise and commitment
to guide us in our journey of success and
excellence.

We strengthened the leading role of UAE and entered the fourth
year with even greater responsibility

“The Blessed Tree” 3 Sets the Foundation for
Specialized Scientific Information in
Emirates Symposium in Algeria
In a series of successes achieved by
the General Secretariat of the Khalifa
International Date Palm Award in its
fourth year in a row, at the local, regional
and international levels, the Award has
provided palm lovers with an important
source of specialized scientific knowledge
in the field of cultivation of date palm and
production of dates in the Arab region,
through publication of the first quarterly
specialized scientific magazine, which
targets researchers, academicians, farmers
and lovers of the blessed tree across the
world.
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Khalifa International Date
Palm Award, blessed the efforts made
by the General Secretariat of the Khalifa
International Date Palm Award in making
the “blessed tree” the first specialized
scientific magazine of its kind in the Arab
world, where all its topics are of high
scientific quality, related to date palm
trees, in both Arabic and English, thus
making it a reference for scientific and
technical professionals locally and globally.
As Honorary President of the magazine, His
Highness expressed the deep relationship
between the people of UAE and that
blessed tree throughout history. Since old
and until today, the palm tree, with its
loftiness, continues to represent the pride
and honor of the people of UAE, as it has
always been a symbol of life and renewed
abundance.

Amid clear government interest in the
cultivation, manufacturing and marketing
of date palm trees, under the guidance
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan (may God protect him) and
the support of His Highness Sheikh
Muhammad bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, as
well as the close follow up of H.H. Sheikh
Nahyan Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Khalifa International Date Palm Award,
the Blessed Tree magazine came to meet
the needs of the local market of farmers,
producers, merchants and researchers
alike.

Published by Khalifa International Date Palm Award
three sessions 2009 – 2010 – 2011

And based on that the Award General
Secretariat is pleased to present to
researchers, academia, growers, dates
producers and date palm lovers abstracts
of researches, studies and projects of the

Award winners of the different Award
categories during its three sessions 2009
– 2010 – 2011 in order to introduce the
winning researches, best producers, best
developing project, best technology and
the distinguished figures in the field of date
palm cultivation and dates production.
This also comes as an interpretation of
the established objectives of the Award
to spread the culture of care for date palm
at the local, regional and international
levels, support and develop the date palm
scientific research.
We hope that this work will continue
to achieve more benefit in the area of
localization of the specialized scientific
knowledge in date palm and strengthen
the leading role of UAE at the regional and
international level in this regard.
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With the directives of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher
Education & Scientific Research, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award and in
response to the suggestions raised by
date palm lovers and those interested in
the date palm sector after conducting a
survey by the General Secretariat of Khalifa
International date Palm Award during the
Introductory Tour concluded by the Award
Board of Trustees to GCC countries, Jordan,
Syria and Morocco which resulted in a set
of positive suggestions to be implemented
gradually and regularly.
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Knowledge Yields

Published by Khalifa International Date Palm Award

Arish: Palm-Leaf Architecture
Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of
Higher Education and Scientific Research,
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa Award, the General Secretariat
published the first book in English
entitled “Palm Leaves Architecture” by the
researcher Sandra Piesik. The book was
published by Thames & Hudson Publishing
House. The book talks about the role of the
palm tree in the history of the UAE and the
region and the heritage of their people in
different areas of life. Further, the book
is the first of its kind, and it goes so deep
in the Palm Leaves Architecture which as
such are considered among the basic parts,
though disappeared, of the history and
heritage of the UAE.
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the General
Secretary of the Award asserted that the
book is a translation to the instructions
of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, Chairperson of
the Board of Trustees of Khalifa Award
and come in response to the goals of the
Award to spread the culture of loving the
palm tree and transferring the specialized
scientific knowledge of the blessed tree to
all specialists and interested people all over
the world.
The book focuses on the role of date palm
trees and their leaves in constructing
simple houses which provided shelter
from the severe and harsh climate in the
Arabian Peninsula for many decades.
These buildings are considered one of
the few shapes of the vegetarian life in
such hot and sandy conditions where
the palm leaves were used creatively and
innovatively to find structures suitable
for living and which resisted climate

conditions and remained with generations
for a long time. With the introduction of
the modern and western architecture and
the trend to build skyscrapers in the Gulf
Region, many of the local and traditional
methods of building disappeared against
the spread of urban building.
As bamboo is considered a main
component of Asian building so are date
palm leaves which occupy the heart of
heritage of the UAE and the neighboring
countries in the region. This book, which
is the result of a three –year research
program, presents a panorama about the
architecture date palm leaves, its history
and traditions.
The book consists of three sections:
An overview with historical photos,
a comparison between the regional
variations in the UAE, focus on the
architectural details and the artistic
method in building, modern uses of the
date palm leaves architecture, a special
section for references and resources
including a gradual introduction to the
making of arbor (Arich) from the main
substances and the shape of the building
as well.

A Production of Kuwait Establishment for Scientific Progress
in Cooperation with Khalifa International Date Palm Award

Date Palm Tree Epidemic is a
Documentary Film about Insect Pests
and Palm Date Tree Diseases

Dr. Zaid added that the film shows the
most important insect pests and diseases
which inflict the date palm tree in the
Arabian Gulf Region in particular such as

the red palm weevil, ommatissus lybicus
bergevin, and termite in addition to the
ways of protection and fighting integrated
methods.
It is worthwhile mentioning the film
scenario script was written and directed by
Jaffer Abdullah Dashti.
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Dr. Abdelwouehhab Zaid, the Secretary
General of the Award said that this film
comes as a result of enhancing the fruitful
cooperation between the Award General
Secretariat and Kuwait Establishment
for Scientific Progress according to the
directives of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, Chairman of
the Award Board of Trustees and his
care to develop this cooperation with all
concerned parties at the world level so as
to achieve the strategic goals of the Award
in serving the blessed tree and those who
serve it. However, the film is considered
as a distinguished documentary film
and the first of its kind in respect of
scientific treatment and the high quality
photographing. It was photographed at
date palm farms in Kuwait and UAE, under
the scientific supervision of the General
Secretariat of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award.
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On the occasion of the ceremony
of honoring the winners of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award in its fourth
session 2012, Kuwait Establishment for
Scientific Progress launched in cooperation
with Khalifa International Palm Date
Award a documentary film about date
palm epidemics. The duration of the film
is 45 minutes, and a copy of which was
distributed to the ceremony guests.

Through an invitation by Khalifa International Date Palm
Award within the framework of Visiting Journalists Program

Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan welcomes
Arab Media Delegations

H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Khalifa International date palm
Award welcomed the media delegations
representing different Arab mass media,
printed press, broadcasting Radio & TV
and internet or online press who attended
the Award Ceremony of winners of the
Award in its third session. His Excellency
the Minister stressed the important role
of mass media to convey the high position
held by UAE in serving date palm and those
involved in date palm cultivation sector
worldwide thanks to the wise leadership
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, UAE President, and the support
of H.H. General Sheikh Mohamed Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of
UAE Armed Forces and the interest of H.H.
Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

Presidential Affairs. Dr. Abdelouahhab
Zaid, Award Secretary General pointed
out that this invitation comes with the
directives of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of Higher Education
and Scientific Research, Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International
date palm Award within the framework
the Award General Secretariat program to
promote and strengthen the relation with
various local, Arab and international mass
media to cover the Award activities and
events through the year.
The Award Media Committee organized a
tour for the media delegation consisting
of representatives of mass media, Printed
press, broadcasting Radio & TV and
internet or online press from Egypt, the
Sudan, Sultanate of Oman, Food and UAE.
It started from the premises of the Award
general Secretariat in Al Ain City where
journalists met with Dr. Abdelouahhab
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The tour also included a visit to Date Palm
Research and Development Programme
((Date Palm Tissue Culture Laboratory
(DPTCL)) affiliated to UAE University where
they were briefed on the key services and
products provided to national farmers.
Moreover, they had an idea about the
technical mechanism to produce date
palm tissues by using the latest technology
in this regard since it meets the increasing
growth in cultivating a large number of
date palm trees of the best kind in the UAE.
The delegation visited as well the Office of

the Palm Friends Society to see the efforts
of the Civil Society Institutions and farmers
in serving the blessed tree. The delegation
made a special visit to the Emirates Factory
of Dates at Al Sad through which they
were acquainted with the technical level
to produce the excellent Emirati dates,
a fact that reflects the vision of the wise
leadership in providing the infrastructure
for producing and marketing dates at
the local and international level. The
International Journalists Program comes
in the context of the keen interest
of the General Secretariat of Khalifa
International Date Palm Award for
continuous communication with press in
different countries to uphold and reflect
the significance of the events organized
through the year and promote the award
with its different categories.
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Zaid, the Award Secretary General of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
who made a brief presentation about the
Award and the important activities during
the last five years at the local, regional and
international levels.

On the Occasion of Founding

Khalifa Internatnal Date Palm Award
The Central Bank Issues a Memorial Specie
The UAE Central Bank announced the
issuance of 2000 silver memorial Species
on the fifth anniversary of founding Khalifa
International Date Palm Award. The specie
obverse, which will be issued on Sunday
the 11th of March 2012, bears the photo
of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
God protect him, whereas its reverse side
bears the logo of the occasions. In a press

release, the Central Bank stated that
the specie is a mixture of metals which
consists of 92.5 % silver and 7.5 copper
while its weight is 40 Gs and its diameter
is 40 mm. It has been mentioned that the
issued species were all submitted to the
Foundation of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award and would not be displayed
for the Public for sale through banks.

Asserting the UAE role in cultivating date palm through
Khalifa International Date Palm Award

King of Morocco hails the UAE efforts
under Khalifa`s Leadership

HM extended His thanks and gratitude to
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & scientific
Research, Chairman of the Award Board of
Trustees for his kind initiative of granting
the complete collection of the Blessed Tree
Magazine as a gift. The magazine won the
admiration and appreciation of H.M, the
king.
The above was quoted in a statement given
by Dr. Abdelhouehhab Zaid, the General
Secretary of Khalifa International Date

Year Book Fourth Session 2012

The above was expressed in a letter sent
by His Majesty and received by the General
Secretariat of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award after the visit paid by H.M.
to the UAE Pavilion participating in the
Second International Forum of Date Palm
held in ARFORD of Morocco. He praised
the Award efforts in enhancing the ties of
cooperation between the two countries in
the field of Date Palm.

Palm Award wherein he confirmed that
the success achieved by the Participation
of the UAE represented by the UAEU and
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
came as a result of the directives of H.H.
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & scientific
Research, Chairman of the Award Board of
Trustees.
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H.M. King Mohammad VI of Morocco
hailed the pioneering role played by the
UAE under the leadership of H.H. Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, president
of the UAE, may God protect him, in the
field of cultivating date palm and date
production, in addition to encouraging
all workers in this sector at the local and
international levels particularly through
Khalifa International Date Palm Award to
keep and maintain this blessed tree which
symbolizes in our customs and traditions
generosity and friendly reception.

Nahayan Mabarak Honors Winners on March 11

Khalifa International Date Palm Award
announces the winners of its fourth session 2012
Nahayan Mabarak: Khalifa’s support enhances the award
regionally and internationally

Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, and Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Khalifa International Date
Palm Award, expressed his appreciation for
the Award royal care of the wise leadership
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, UAE President, and the support
of General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi,
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, and Sheikh Mansour bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister,
and Minister of Presidential Affairs,
which helped the Award gain its leading
position at the Arab and international

levels, and contributed to strengthening
the UAE’s pioneering role in caring for
the blessed tree and the people who are
interested in it around the world. In a press
conference, held on Wednesday, February
15, 2012, at the Emirates Palace in Abu
Dhabi, His Excellency Dr. Abdelouahhab
Zaid, Secretary General of the Khalifa
International Date Palm Award, announced
the Award winners in its fourth session,
in the presence of Dr. Helal Humaid Saed
Al Kaabi, Member of the Award Board of
Trustees and Chairman of the Financial
and Administrative Committee.
«We are proud of the high level that the

Winner: Dr. Ahmed Mohammed Saif Al
Falasi – UAE

Best Development Project
First Winner: Improved Date Palm Nutrition
Programme - Abu Dhabi Farmers’ Services
Center / ADFSC – ADFCA – UAE.
Second Winner: Project Development and
Sustainability of Al Ain Oasis – Department
of Municipal Affairs – Al Ain Municipality –
UAE.

Best New Technique
First Winner: An image based system
for automatic dates sorting / Mr. Dieffal
Abdelhamid / Algeria.
Second Winner: Contribution of Zeolite
Soil Conditioner in Continuous Holding
of Irrigation Water and Increasing Yield
of Dates / Dr. Nazir Hussain / Ministry of
Environment – Qatar.

First Winner: Was Withheld.
Second Winner: Model farm for the date
palm / Equally between Mr. Hamad Ali
Salman Al Mazroui and Mr. Salman Ali
Mansour Mohammed Al Mazroui – UAE.

Distinguished Research and study
First Winner: Development of 1000
Microsatellite Markers across the Date
Palm (Phoenix dactylifera L.)Genome/
International Center for Agricultural
Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) – Syria.
Second Winner: Antioxidant and Estrogen
Like Activity of the Seed of Phoenix
dactylifera L. Palm Growing in Egyptian
Oases/ Dr. Sahar Yusuf Mohamed Al
Aqabey – Egypt.
The first winner shall receive an amount of
Dh300,000 and a shield and certificate of
appreciation, while the second winner gets
Dh200,000 with a shield and certificate
of appreciation during a grand ceremony
which will be held at the Emirates Palace
on Sunday, March 11, 2012.

The Award in numbers
Dr. Helal Humaid Saed Al Kaabi, Member
of Award Board of Trustees and Chairman
of the Award Financial and Administrative
Committee, said that this session was
characterized by several key points such
as the increase of national candidates
Year Book Fourth Session 2012

Distinguished Personality

Distinguished Producer

60 - 61

Award has achieved in its fourth session
thanks to the confidence and directives
of Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education and Scientific
Research, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm
Award,” Dr. Zaid said. Based on the report
of the Scientific Committee and arbitration
of entries for the five award categories and
the approval of Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak,
the results are as follows:

that reached 68%, and from the rest of the
world was 32%, compared to the previous
session.
All categories have remarkably increased
as follows:
Distinguished Personality Category has
increased 44%
Best Development Project Category has
increased 40%
Best New Technique Category has
increased 37%
Distinguished Research and study Category
has increased 27%
Distinguished Producer Category has
increased 17%
Entries from the Arab countries have
recorded an increase of 30%, while from
the rest of the world it reached 46%.
Dr. Al Kaabi presented a summary of
the main achievements of the Award
Secretariat during the fourth session 2012,
which included:
A silver coin of 50 Dirham bearing the
Award logo and the image of the UAE
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, the patron of the Award,
was issued on the 5th Award anniversary
in collaboration with the UAE Central Bank.
The Award Annual Book in its third session
was issued. It included all activities and
events which have been implemented
according to the Award Strategic Plan.
Issuing the Award Winners Book for the
past three sessions (2009, 2010, 2011),
allowing researchers and professionals to
learn about the content of the winning
researches in order to disseminate
scientific knowledge on the date palm.
Issuing “Building with Palm Leaves” book in
English. It is the first scientific book in the
field which is considered one component
of the palm date, documenting its use in
building heritage houses in the pre-oil

stage. The book was written by the British
researcher Sandra biesik.
Participation in the second international
dates meeting in Morocco in November
2011, where the Award Stand visited by
His Majesty King Mohammed VI, who
commended cooperation between the
two countries in the field of date palm
cultivation and production.
Presented a paper in the International
Palm Research Conference in the capital
Algeria, November 2011, as part of the
Award Awareness Campaign in the Arab
countries.
Launch the National Award Awareness
Campaign in the State in cooperation with
Farmers Services Centre in Abu Dhabi. Two
meetings were held with the palm farmers
in Abu Dhabi and in Liwa in the Western
Region. This campaign resulted in the
increase of the local entries by 68%.
Issuing the third volume which includes
four issues of the Blessed Tree magazine,
the first scientific journal specializing in the
Palm in the Arab countries. The magazine
has proven successful and contributed to
enhancing the specialized scientific media
in the Emirates
Dr. Zaid highlighted the support of Sheikh
Mubarak to achieve the Award objectives
and enhance the leading role of the UAE to
develop the palm scientific research, and
encourage the date palm sector including
the researchers, farmers, producers
and exporters, as well as specialized
institutions and associations and to
recognize personalities involved in Palm, at
the local, regional and international levels.
It is worth mentioning that the Award
recognition ceremony will be held on
Sunday March 11, 2012, at (10:00 am) at
the Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi.
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Statistics : 2009-2010-2011-2012
Second Season
Season

Participants

Participated Categories
Countries
Number

Excellent
The best
The best
Distinguished
Distinguished
development
Research &
new
Figure
Producer
Technique
project
Study

2009

39

18

3

26

5

-

-

8

2010

67

25

5

40

1

7

12

7

2011

131

24

5

67

10

17

23

14

2012

194

25

5

93

12

27

37

25

2

-

-

1

2

1

1

1

-

-

-

12

1

1

1

3

1

1

1

1

1

-

-

Qatar

Sudan

Libiya

Bahrain

6

1

Kuwait

-

1

Oman

2

4

Tunisia

3

9

Algeria

Morocco

4

7

Somalia

Syria

2

7

Iran

Egypt

7

2010

Iraq

KSA

2009

Season

Lebanon

UAE

Country

Palestine

Arabic Countries

2011

7

9

25

5

14

1

15

7

1

-

12

3

3

7

-

5

3

1

2012

22

25

36

4

9

1

19

4

1

-

21

11

-

7

1

4

4

1

Foreign Countries
UK

France

Sweden

India

Italy

Poland

Iran

Japan

Arteria

Canada

Pakistan

Bangladesh

Bosnia

Denmark

China

2009

-

1

1

-

2

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

2010

2

2

1

1

5

1

-

1

1

2

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Season

Australia

USA

Country

2011

-

-

-

-

4

2

1

-

-

1

1

1

2

1

1

-

-

2012

2

-

-

-

4

3

-

5

-

-

-

-

2

3

2

2

1

0
Iraq

Jordan

Somalia

Libiya

Algeria

Sudan

Palestine
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Nahayan Mabarak Patronizes the Opening of the
Exhibition of the Distinguished and Winning Works
Competition “Date Palm through the eyes of the world”

The Lens documents Man’s Memory
with the Blessed Tree
A Competition Organized by Khalifa International
Date Palm Award in Cooperation with Abu Dhabi
International Association for Photography

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award,
the Secretariat General of the Award
opened yesterday the Exhibition of
the Distinguished and winning works
in the International Competition of
photographing the palm tree (The Palm
Tree in the Eyes of the World), in its third
version 2012 at the hall of the Cultural
Center in Abu Dhabi. The opening was
in the presence of Dr. Abdullah Saad Al
Khanbashi, UAEU Vice Chancellor, Dr.

Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General
of the Award, Dr. Helal Humaid Saad Al
Kaabi, member of the Board of Trustees
and Chairman of the Administrative
& Financial Committee of the Award,
Abdullah Salem Al Amri, Director of Culture
& Arts Dept at Abu Dhabi Authority for
Culture & Heritage, Waleed Al Zaabi,
Director of Heritage & Arts Department
at the Ministry of Culture, Youth &
Community Development and the winners
in the competition with a crowd of the palm
tree lovers and armature photographers in
the UAE and the region.
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In the first rank comes Ahmed Salem
Salman Al Kindi, while in the second comes
Yousef Ahmed Husein Al Khamees, but
the third rank was the share of Moza Al
Falasi. In its third version, the competition
witnessed sharp competition among 789
photos, taken by 166 professional and
amateur photographers representing 20
countries all over the world.

On his part, Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, The
Secretary General of the Award, affirmed
after the opening ceremony that this
competition receives the special care,
attention and appreciation of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Higher Education & Scientific Research,
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
for the role of the lens in documenting
man’s memory with the blessed tree in all
countries of the world. The competition
is trying to authenticate the relationship
between man and the components of his
environment particularly the date palm
tree. He hailed the unlimited support of
H.H. the Minister of Higher Education &
Scientific Research for the blessed tree
by employing the art of photography as
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the Secretary General of the Award made
a tour in the exhibition examining the
distinguished and winning works and the
technical aspects followed in documenting
the relationship between man and the
blessed tree through the eyes and cameras
of world photographers. After that the
Secretariat General of the Award honored
the first three winners

means to develop the audience awareness
for the importance of the palm tree so as
to create an ample space for exchanging
expertise among photographers (amateur
and professional) from all parts of the world
and to show out the tourist, environmental
and heritage elements of the Date Palm
tree through the photograph on the one
hand and encouraging man’s ties with the
land and agriculture on the other.
The Secretary General expressed his
happiness in the unlimited love and high
appreciation he watched in the eyes of
the palm tree photographers all over the
world, in addition to the large number of
participants in the competition second
version. He highly appreciated the efforts
exerted by the participating professional
and amateur photographers.
On his part, Abdullah Salem Al Amri,
Director of Culture & Arts Department
at Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture and
Heritage, expressed his esteem of the
great success achieved by the competition
in its third version 2012. He said
“Undoubtedfully this session is the most
successful and most mature in respect of
the frequent successes which are attained
by the palm tree in the public life of the
local community in the UAE at all levels”.
He expressed as well his appreciation
and thanks to the General Secretariat of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
for undertaking such initiative which
reflects their respect to the palm tree and
enhances the role of the photographer’s
lens in enriching the memory of the
country, reviving its national heritage and
in supporting the programs of sustainable
programs with all of their dimensions.
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid the Award
General Director directed his thanks and
appreciation to the Ministry of Culture,
Youth & Community Development for
its support and care of the exhibition by
providing the National Theatre to display
the distinguished and winning works in
the competition. Thanks were directed as
well to Abu Dhabi Authority for Culture
& Heritage, Abu Dhabi International
Association for Photography, and to the
Judgment Committee which did its best

and dealt accurately and transparently
with all the participating photos. He
congratulated the winners and hailed
the importance of this international
competition to photograph the palm tree
where the competition promptly took an
advanced position among photography
international competitions as far as the
entities which represent it and the great
efforts exerted to make it successful.
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Khalifa`s Sponsorship of the Award raises its status
locally and internationally

Nahayan Mabarak honors winners of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award
in its 4th session
The Award is a correct step forward to honor
producers, farmers and lovers of the blessed tree world wide
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Higher Education & Scientific
Research, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award, extended his deep thanks,
appreciation and gratitude to the sponsor
of the Award, H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nahatan, President of the UAE, (may
God protect him). He hailed his great and
generous efforts which H.H. has exerted to
achieve the comprehensive development
of the UAE community since the date
palm is one of the pivots of sustainable
development to achieve food security at
the level of the world.
The above was said in the speech delivered
by H.H. during the ceremony of honoring
the Winners of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award in its fourth session on Sunday
the 11th of March 2012 in the Emirates
Palace in Abu Dhabi. The ceremony took
place in the presence of many Arab
Ministers of Agriculture, the accredited
Ambassadors in the country, in addition
to the presidents of the regional and
international organizations, a number of
researchers and people who are interested
in date palm, Members of the Scientific
Committee, and the honored and the
winners of the Award in its fourth session
2012.
H.H. extended his true thanks and
appreciation as well to First Lit. General
H.H. Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al
Nahayan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi,

Deputy Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces for his support to the
international Award which confirms H.H.`
vision in achieving comprehensive and
sustainable development on the generous
land of the UAE. He expressed his pride in
his wise vision of the future of agriculture
in the UAE in general and the date palm in

Dr. Ahmed Saif Mohammad Al Flassi
of the UAE, for the category of the best
distinguished personality, and for the
best developmental project, the Farmer
Services Center of Abu Dhabi Food Control
Authority,UAE, was honored as the first
winner, whereas the second rank was
awarded to Al Ain Municipality.
As for the best distinguished technology
category, the first winner was Mr. Abdul
Hameed Dijfeel of Algeria and the second
winner is Dr. Nezar Husein of the Ministry
of Environment, State of Qatar. As for the
category of the distinguished producers,
the First rank was cancelled whereas
the second rank winner was equally
given between Mr. Hamed Ali Salman
Al Mizzroui and Mr. Mansour Ali Salman
Al Mizzroui, UAE. As for the category of
distinguished researches and studies, the
first winner was the International Center
for Agricultural Research of the Dried Areas
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He addressed the same true thanks
to H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister
of Presidential Affairs for his kind care,
personal and strong support and the
support of his Ministry to this Award so as
to achieve its set goals and ambitions. H.H.
congratulated the honored personalities
by the Award in its 4th session at the
top of whom comes H.E. DR. Fahd Bin
Abdulrahamn Balghunaim Minister of
Agriculture in Saudi Arabia, H.E. Helal
Salem Al Khaili, the former Minister of
Agriculture in the Sultanate of Oman,,
HE Mohammad Ibrahim Obeid Alah, and
H.E. Abdullah Al Shamsi of the UAE for
their distinguished efforts and influential
role in serving the date palm, the workers
in the palm tree cultivation sector and
date production at the regional and
international levels.

H.H. congratulated all the winners of the
Award categories in its fourth session. The
winners are:
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particular. He added that “we are proud
of H.H.` care of the UAE to be always a
pioneering example of successful work,
distinguished achievement in all fields”.

(ICARDA) of the Syrian Arab Republic, and
the second winner is Dr. Saher Mohammad
Al Akkabi of Egypt.

H.H. the Chairman of the Board of
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H.H. extended his deep thank, high
appreciation and gratitude to the leader
of the procession H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, (May God protect him)
who founded the Award and granted his
lofty name to it as a procedure to confirm
the importance of Agriculture and to
show the care of H.H. of the date palm in
achieving the balanced and sustainable
renaissance and a serious desire to found
the pivots of the Emirates Renaissance on
solid foundations of science, research and
study. We want to assert to H.H. that we
will fulfill his expectations through serious
work and fruitful endeavor towards what is
better and greater. This Award shall always
remain an example of improvement,
distinction and commitment. It shall even
be a tool to pursue the latest and a model
for celebrating successful work and useful
achievement.
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H.H. asserted that the Award, despite
its short history, has become pioneering
internationally and a land mark in
the field of date palm and subject of
great appreciation and respect at all
concerned departments in the palm tree
worldwide. They all follow up the march
of the winners with admiration and
appreciation and show interest in their
scientific production and distinguished
contributions. Moreover, they realize the
role of this award in disseminating energy
and activity into the efforts of research
and development among researchers
and farmers. Furthermore, it contributes
in developing knowledge and publishing
the results of studies and experiments
carried out in the country, the region and
the world. “Our celebration today is an
occasion on which we hope to be capable
of the expectations of H.H. the President
(may God protect him) in responding to
his continuous instructions and directives
concerning quality and distinction in all
aspects of the work we are doing not only
in the sector of date palm but also in all
areas and at all levels”, H.H. added.

Trustees of Khalifa International Date
Palm Award added that we all together,
brothers and sisters, are interested in
creating continuous development in
the field of agriculture and date palm
production. In fact, we are harvesting
what has been grown by the founder
of the State, H.H. the Late Sheikh Zayed
Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may God rest his
soul, who established the pivot of a great
agricultural renaissance where great care
and interest was given to the palm tree.
Under his leadership, the Emirates became
a pioneering international center for date
palm cultivation and production and for
the comprehensive and integrated study
of this blessed tree.
H.H. directed special greeting for every
participant of each of the categories of
the award. He highly appreciated what
each of them represents of success and
achievement in the area of date palm.
He wished they would always be good
examples for their colleagues and that their
obtaining of the award should be a source
of motivation for further achievement.
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H.H. thanked all the members of the
Award Board of Trustees for their care
and interest. He thanked as well all
establishments and authorities which
cooperate with the Management of the
Award appreciating the role of all and their
remarkable contribution in this regard. He
prayed to God that work will go in this way
to support and develop palm cultivation
and date production hoping that this
Award would be, God Willing, an important
tool which encourages work, creation and
innovation in the march of the State and
the world as well.
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He addressed the winners by saying “If we
are celebrating today your distinguished
achievements, we do express in fact
our great confidence in the status of
science and scientists on constituting the
procession of the world. We do express
our absolute satisfaction that with your
work, efforts and continuous care for
improvement and development, you will
always be inspiring examples not only for
your colleagues but also for the coming
generations”.

Honored Persons

H.E. Dr.
Fahd Abdul Rahman Balghunaim
Minister of Agriculture in Saudi Arabia

Academic Qualifications:
1. 
B.S in Civil Engineering, King Fahd
University for Petroleum and Minerals,
Saudi Arabia, 1975.
2. Master in Engineering and Construction
Management, Stanford University, USA,
1978.
3. Ph. D in Transport Engineering, Michigan
University, Ann Arbor, USA, 1984.

Experiences:
-
Graduate Assistant at King Fahd

University for Petroleum and Minerals,
May 1975.
-
Graduate Assistant at King

University, September 1975.

Saud

-
Assistance Professor at the Faculty
of Engineering, King Saud University.
Feb.1984.
-
Undersecretary of the Ministry of

Agriculture, Water and Fisheries Affairs.
Jan.1990.
- of the General Establishment of Salty
Water distillation
June 1991.
- Member of the Shura Council, 2001.
- Minister of Agriculture: 2003.

Efforts Exerted to develop the date
palm sector:
1. Establishing a specialized center for date
palm trees and dates in cooperation with
the council of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry in the kingdom for the purpose of
supporting farmers in the field of exporting
dates and developing food industries
based on dates.
2.Supporting good practices in date palm
trees cultivation to protect them from
insects particularly the integrated fighting
of the red palm weevil.
3. Supporting modern methods of
irrigation in date cultivation through
buying the product in favorite prices from
the farmers who use such methods.
4. Publishing a book about the most
reputable types of dates in Saudi Arabia (
First and 2nd editions).
5. Adopting and supporting the foundation
of the International Council for Dates
hosting it in the Kingdom so as to develop
cooperation among dates producing
countries in the technical, manufacturing
marketing areas.
6.Cooperation with World Organizations
to build capabilities and develop
technology in the area of date production,
manufacturing and marketing.

H.E. Sheikh
Salem Bin Helal Bin Ali Al Khalili
Sultanate of Oman
He loved agriculture and was faithful
to the blessed tree

H.E. developed his efforts in serving the
farmers and undertook the process of
increasing the palm trees and date palm
trees through cloning the palm particularly
the kinds that are threatened to be
extinguished. The exerted his efforts as
well to introduce new kinds of fruit trees
and grew them at the District of Jabel Al

His practical life started in the early 70s
where he established private businesses to
grow later into a solid and well-established
businesses locally and regionally. Then
he joined the Chamber of Commerce &
Industry of Oman. His efforts were highly
appreciated in strengtning the role of the
private sector.
He was appointed as a member of the
Consulting Council at the Sultanate and
then he was elected as a member in Al
Shura Council as a representative of the
State of Sameal. He occupied the position
of the Deputy Chairman of the Council till
the end of the its first session. Afterwards,
he was appointed as Chairperson of the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of
Oman till 2001 when he was appointed as
the Ministre of Agriculture & Fisheries.
He was awarded the Omani Medals of
grade 2 & 3 as he was warded as well the
medal of King Abdul Aziz of the first grade.
He was tasked by His Majesty to deliver a
number of letters to a number of rulers
in the GCC countries and the other Arab
countries. He was honored by the meeting
with H.H. Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan (God rest his soul) more than once.
He found in HH Sheikh Zayed wisdom,
sincerity and charity.
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The most important interest of H.E. Sheikh
Salem was his obsession in agriculture and
that is why he was chosen as the Minister
of Agriculture and Fisheries in 2001. He
worked on achieving integration between
Arab Ministers of Agriculture and himself
as a fixed principle. His first efforts were
with H.E. Saed Bin Mohammad Al Rakabani,
Minister of Agriculture in the UAE and then
he established his relationship with the
other Arab Ministers of Agriculture.

Akhdar (The Green Mountain) where he
achieved success.
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He was born in 1948 to a highbred family
known for its commitment to values,
science, jurisprudence, literature and
poetry. He received his education at the
hands of linguists and jurisprudents and
completed learning the Holy Quran to
start after then with syntax. Later, he
started his study at Al Saidya School from
which he graduated in 1960. He came first
among his batch. Then he left for Kuwait
to complete his high school. He joined the
Faculty of Political Science & Economy at
the University of Bagdad.

H.E.
Mohammad Ibrahim Obeid Allah
The Man of Charity from the First generation

He is one of the first generation young men
in our dear country, the UAE, who were
motivated by patience and hard times to
be one of the self-dependent personalities
in the country. Today, he is repaying only
part of what this good land has given him.
This is Mohammad Ibrahim Obeid Allah
the Emirati businessman.
He was born in 1940 in Ras Al Kamiah.
He spent his early days at the suburbs of
Dubai where he received his education and
then he started his career as a merchant in
the beginning of his youth time.
He exchanged the deeds of charity with
his country the UAE. He never stops doing
charitable deeds in a number of important
fields. His first works started with the
construction of some mosques scattered
here and there, this is not to mention that
he is one of the founders of Bait Al Khair
Society which devotes its good works to
help the needy expatriates inside the UAE.
His good actions were extended to the
most important domain, namely, the
health domain. Obeid Allah added projects
of high qualities which are considered a
positive addition to the health process in
the country. His efforts were focused on

three projects in the city of Ras Al Kamiah,
namely:
Al Nakhail Medical Center: This project was
founded in 1996.
Ibrahim Bin Hamed Obeid Allah Hospital:
This project was founded in 1997.
Obeid Allah Hospital for the Elderly and Old
age diseases which was founded in 2009.

The prizes he obtained:
The State President Appreciation Award
handed over to him by H.H. Sheikh KHalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE president
(may God protect him).
Al Sharjeh Award for Voluntary works,
First session, handed to him by H.H. Dr.
Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammad Al Qassami,
Member of the Supreme Council, Ruler of
Sharjeh.
Hamdan Bin Rashid for Medical Sciences
2007- 2008 handed over to him by HH
Sheikh Hamdan Bin Rashid Al Maktoum.
He was honoured by HH Sheikh Humaid
Bin Rashid Al Noami, Member of the
Supreme Council, Ruler of Ajman. on the
Day of Science,2009.

H.E.
Abdullah Rashed Al Shamsi
An Old- handed Man in Cultivating and
Canning Emirates Dates United Arab Emirates

In 1988, he established the first factory for
canning and packing dates using the extra
quantities of dates in the local market. His
project was so popular that it exceeds all
expectations. He licensed the said factory
in 1992 under the name of Emirates Dates
with a productive capacity amounting to
470 Tons per year.
In 1994, he met the late H.H. Sheikh Zayed
Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (God rest his soul) in
Morocco as a participant in the Agricultural
Exhibition held by Sheik Zayed in Morocco.
H.H. Sheikh Zayed expressed his admiration
in Emirate Dates and encouraged him to go

In 2002, he established the first modern
farm in Khat District in Ras Al Khaima with
an area of 2x2 kms with 50.000 palm tress..
He has grown about 11000 palm tress so
far, of which 80% are productive of the best
kind of dates such as Khalas, Burjhi, Shishi,
Lulu, Nawader, Faredh, Majdoul, Kheniezi
Anbarah etc …., while others are in the
process of production. He applied modern
systems of irrigation and used organic
fertilizers instead of chemical ones.
To meet the increasing demand for
Emirates Dates, Al Shamsi established
a new factory for canning and packing
dates by using up to date international
specifications with a productive capacity of
1500-2000 tons annually.
Abdullah Al Shamsi has a wide civilized
dream he wishes it to come true, namely
the establishment of the largest date palm
farm in the world to comprise one million
palm trees producing the best kinds of
dates which in turn help in raising the
name of the UAE so high in the world of
palm tree cultivation and date production
world wide.
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The first farm he established was at Al
Fahlein District during the 70s. The farm
area was 700x700 feet and cultivated
with about 450 palm trees which produce
the best kinds of dates. He used to sell his
product of dates at the local market.

on in the process of raising the name of the
UAE so high in all Arab and international
circles.
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He was born in Ras Al Khaima in 1933. He
began his agricultural business in 1950
and achieved remarkable success which
provided him with ample motivation to
be more generous and loyal to the land. In
1969, he was chosen as a member of the
Agricultural Council at Al Ain Agricultural
Department. Moreover, he supervised the
palm tree farms in Al Ain.

Winners

Winner of the First Rank
of the Distinguished Personality Category

Dr. Ahmed Saif Mohammed Al Flassi
United Arab Emirates

The distinguished type of date is the basic
element for the success of the farm and for
the marketing its product effectively. This
feature encouraged him basically to found
a number of farms in different locations in
the UAE, the Sultanate of Oman, and Saudi
Arabia. He brought the palm seedlings
from their origin after making sure of the
name of the type. As a result of his hard
work and during a period of 47 years, he
studied the production of these types and
the diseases that inflicted them. Moreover,
he studied the quality of their fruits and
their ability to adopt with UAE climate
conditions. He studied as well the proper
time for picking and gathering the fruits
and the treatment of the fruits after
picking and the validity of each type till the

time of the proper picking, and the validity
of each type for consumption at the stage
of ripped dates or dates.
As a result of these practical and technical
efforts in cultivating different types of
date palm trees under the environmental
conditions of the UAE, Dr Flassi got types
of dates of distinguished physical and
chemical qualities (in size, weight, color,
taste, flavor and their ability to bear the
conditions of storage and marketing) which
have become a source for reproduction
of seedlings at some agricultural labs
to grow local and international tissues
and for those who are willing to cultivate
these high quality types which have great
economic feasibility.

Winner of the first rank for the category of
the best developmental Project

Farmer Services Center
Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority
United Arab Emirates

This effort was crowned by the winning
of 12 farmers who participated in the
program of more than one award in
Mazayna Liwa for Ripped Dates 2011
competition. The Arbitration Committee
noticed remarkable increase in the
weight of ripped dates participated in the
competition. For example, the weight of
the ripped date of Al Dabas increased to
reach 15% this year, and thus the weight
of one ripped date where the weight of 50
ripped dates increased from 740 Gs in 2010
to 850 Gs in 2011.
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The program is a set of complete
operations to serve date palm trees by
using modern technology in irrigation
and fertilizing by using more effective
fertilizers with the aim of developing date
palm management and improve its quality
and production, in addition to qualify
farmers to adopt modern technologies of
production so as to obtain great economic
benefits and increase their income. In the
beginning, wide difference was observed

in the shape and condition of date palm
trees to which this program was applied.
Leaves seemed more vivid and greener. Its
growth becomes faster than before. Then
the season of harvest came to illustrate
through practical evidence, the extent of
the success of the program. Weight and
size of fruit were remarkably increased.
Comparison between the fruits that
applied the program and those that did
not showed that the weight of the latter
did not change and remain at the level of
120 – 155 dates per Kg. Whereas the pieces
of one kg of the other types which applied
the program were between 50 – 70 dates.

92 - 93

Within its vision that aims at achieving
the sustainable agricultural development,
Farmer Services Center in the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi pays special attention to date
palm trees. It intensifies its supporting
activities to this blessed tree. Proceeding
from the strong belief of the center of
the benefit of date palm cultivation as an
economic project that provides increasing
income to farmers and contributes in
varying the sources of national income,
the program of “Improving the ways of
fertilizing and nourishing date palm trees”
to about 20.000 date palm trees within
50 farms in the agricultural season 2011
at four districts in the western region was
applied.

Winner of the second rank for the category
of the best developmental Project

Al Ain Municipality
United Arab Emirates

The Municipality of Al Ain City is one of
the Establishments of the Department of
Municipal Affairs in the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi. It consists of three municipalities,
namely, the Municipality of Abu Dhabi
City, the Municipality of the Western
Region and the Municipality of Al Ain city.
Al Ain municipality is a governmental
organization which serves the eastern
region of the Emirate which comprises
AL Ain City and the neighboring districts.
Al Ain Municipality was founded in 1967
and the Emiri Decree concerning its
organization was issued in 1974. Since
then, it has been considered a pioneering
developmental organization in the Emirate
of Abu Dhabi for the important services it
provides for the city and its community.
Al Ain Municipality has drawn a strategy
based on a vision entitled “ Distinguished
Municipality, sustainable development for
the city of Oases “ through applying the
municipality mission based on (providing
distinguished municipal services and
advanced build-up for Al Ain City and
its region supported by qualified staff
and developed systems not forgetting
its privacy and authenticity taking into

consideration the values of heritage,
leadership, reliability, quality, innovation,
sharing, and serving the community by
this strategy.
Al Ain municipality works in date palm
oases and its seven falajs (qanats)
through five sectors out of ten included
in the organizational structure of the
municipality. All the projects and programs
undertaken by the Al Ain Municipality
during the previous period contributed in
maintaining and preserving these oases
and achieving the concept of sustainability
for these historical fundamentals which
are considered as an important agricultural
and inherited heritage not only for Al Ain
City and its community but for the UAE and
its people and for the human international
heritage.
The projects and programs of Al Ain
Municipality approved for the protection
and preservation of date palm oases
and wells come under six perspectives
which are: the legislative perspective, the
agricultural perspective, the environment
perspective, heritage perspective, tourist
perspective and documentary perspective.

Winner of the first rank for the category
of the best technology

Dr. Abdul Hameed Dijfail
Republic of Algeria

The technology has been highly
appreciated in many international forums
in Algeria such as the Industrial Machine
Forum at the University of Batna (ICIEM), IT
Forum at the University of Warkala (COSI),
the African Forum for IT, supported by the
UN and the French Institute for Research &
Development. Moreover, the news of the
work was published in the International
Magazine of Computer & Programs
(IRECOS) in Italy.
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Despite date good reputation at the
European level, the manual date screening
operations take long time in preparation
and that is why the dates might be spoiled
and damaged, while its quality is of
medium quality. The technology of the
achieved work is a machine for sorting
dates which depends on a camera and
a computer where the computer could
distinguish the visible qualities of all kinds
of dates such as color, size and pimples.
Then the machine is used to sort large

quantities of dates with high speed. This
technology has been programmed and
applied in one of the region factories
and gave good results. In some cases the
results reached the percentage of 100%
in recognizing various kinds of dates. It is
worthwhile mentioning that the strength
of the suggested system lies in the fact
that it is programmed only once and for
all in the lab or factory and then it is used
for many years.
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Date screening (sorting) machine via
camera and computer aims at accelerating
and improving the competency of the
operations of dates screening at the
adaptation and canning factories in the
state of Biskra located in South –western
of Alegria where the districts known for the
quality and intensity of date production
particularly the reputable kind world wide
(Daglat Noor ).

Winner of the Second Rank for the
category of best technology distinct

Ministry of Environment
State of Qatar

CONTRIBUTION OF ZEOLITE SOIL CONDITIONER IN CONTINUOUS HOLDING OF
IRRIGATION WATER AND INCREASING YIELD OF DATES
Consistent low yield of date palm is very
important global problem. The world data
indicated that there have been no increase
in yield/ ha in any of the decades/ years
taking 1961 as the base year. The last 8
years (beginning of 21st century that is
claimed to bring innovative technologies)
have been found the most discouraging,
as far as increase in date palm yield is
concerned. An analysis indicated that
real causes are; low yielding cultivars,
deficiency of irrigation water of good
quality, soil and water salinity, insect and
disease attack, poor agronomic techniques,
poor awareness of the date palm growers
and resulting poor returns. These
problems are expected to aggravate under
expected climatic changes, especially
rise in temperature and evaporation and
decrease in rainfall. Under climatic change
scenario, scarcity of water may become the
most dominating constraint.
Mitigation of water scarcity problems is
required through immediate concerted
and collaborated research and innovation
of new techniques, especially water saving,

increasing water use efficiency (getting
maximum kilograms of dates per unit of
water) and controlling all types of losses
trough leaching and evaporation. Such
necessity strongly emerges when soil
characteristics (sandy soils, low water
holding capacity and high drainage) of
Arabian Peninsula (the traditional home
of date palm) are considered. It is the most
probably that nutrient losses may occur as
well when irrigation water is percolating
into the down soil profile. Thus, there is
a dire need that this problem must be
addressed on prioritized basis to break the
stagnation/ deterioration of dates yield.
The solution may be three staged
Increasing water supplies by tapping
alternative sources like ground water,
sewage water, industrial effluent
Reforming the irrigation system to get
maximum efficiencies and controlling
water losses
Conserving water in the soil after
irrigations so that it is available for longer
periods to the plants

Hamad Ali Salaman
Al Mazzroui

United Arab Emirates

United Arab Emirates

He has a farm in Mahder Lateer in the
Western Region of the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi. The farm produces tens of tons of
date palm. He has got more than 49 kinds of
date palm known for their quality ( Khalas,
Dabas, Shalil, Nawader, Lulu, and Barhi).
He won many Awards of Appreciation
in Liwa Date Palm Festival during 2008,
2009, 2010, and 2011 for producing Khalas,
Abu Ma`n and the elite category. He won
the title of the model farm by al Waha T.v
Channel. He was granted all these prizes
because he followed the scientific method
in cultivation, prevention and care in date
palm. What encouraged him in his career
is the interest and care shown by the wise
government of the UAE towards the date
palm tree and those who take care of it.

He has a farm in Liwa in the Western
Region of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. He
cultivated the best kinds of date palms
such as Barhi, Khalas, Fard, Abu Ma`n,
Cisi, Sukari, Shalil, Khunaizy, Dabas,
Nawader etc…. He followed the best
means of taking care of date palm and
maintaining date palms. He adopted
modern technology such as dripirrigation
and relied on organic fertilizers. He carried
out many experiments to obtain the best
products following the agricultural and
technical guidelines to protect and cure
date palms from diseases. This was done
in coordination with the Farmer Services
Center in Abu Dhabi. What encouraged
him in his career is the interest and care
shown by the wise government of the UAE
towards the date palm tree and those who
work in this field,. He won many prizes in
Liwa Date Palm Festival in many of its
sessions.
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Mansour Ali Salaman
Al Mazzroui
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Winners of the second rank for the category of the best production

Winner of the first rank for Distinguished
Research & Studies Category

The International Center for
Agricultural Research in
Dry Areas - ICARDA
Syrian Arab Republic

Development of 1000 Microsatellite Markers across the Date Palm
(Phoenix dactylifera L.) Genome
Date Palm is a major environmental and
economic factor in arid climates in many
countries around the world. Microsatellite
markers have been proven to be very
powerful in plant genome analysis because
they are locus-specific, codominant, highly
polymorphic and highly reproducible. In
date palm only few microsatellite markers
have been developed so far. Recently,
the Cornell Medical College in Qatar
issued a draft assembly of the date palm
genome (‘Khalas’) generated by whole
genome shotgun next generation DNA
sequencing. In this paper, we analyzed
the microsatellite motifs across the date
palm genome. The results indicated that
the most abundant type of microsatellite
repeats are dinucleotide repeats (52442
motifs) followed by trinucleotide (28503

motifs) and pentanucleotide repeats
(12873 motifs). The frequencies of tetranucleotide and hexa-nucleotide repeats
were less across the genome (5555 and
5810 motifs, respectively). The most
common type of dinucleotide repeat was
GA (48.7%) followed by AT (37%). Out of
28645 trinucleotide repeats, TAA and GAA
repeats were the most abundant repeats
(28.1 and 27.1%) respectively. More
than 1090 new microsatellite markers
could be designed. The primary test for
50 primer pairs revealed that 28 (56%)
were functional and 19 (38%) yielded
polymorphic PCR products. We wish that
the results of our study will be a starting
point for researchers making use of the
markers for genetic mapping and diversity
analysis of date palm.

Winner of the Second Rank for the Category
of Distinguished Research & Studies

Dr. Saher Yousef Al Oukabi
Department of Food & Nutrition
National Center For Research - Egypt

In continuation of the previous work,
another research was established to
evaluate the antioxidant and antiinflammatory activity of methanol and
water extracts of the edible portion of
date fruits (Phoenix dactylifera L., Family
Palmae) [Zaghlool] and methanol extract
of date seeds in adjuvant arthritis in rats,
a model of chronic inflammation. Acute
oral toxicity of the different extracts was
carried out to determine their safety as
nutraceuticals. The results revealed that
oral administration of the methanol
and aqueous extracts of edible portion
of date fruits significantly suppressed
inflammation by 67.8 and 61.3%
respectively, while the methanol extract
of date seeds showed significant reduction
of inflammation by 35.5%. A significant
increase in antioxidant state (plasma
vitamin C, E and A and beta-carotene) was
noticed on administration of the different
extracts, while plasma level of MDA (a
biomarker of oxidative stress) reduced
significantly.
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Fruits of the date palm (Phoenix dactylifera
L. family Palmae) Zaghlool are very
commonly consumed in Egypt. So, one of
the researches dealt with evaluation of the
in-vitro antioxidant activity of methanol,
petroleum ether and water extracts of
the edible portion (flesh part) and seeds of
date fruit of Zaghlool. Proximate analysis
of the dry edible portion was carried
out. Vitamin E, beta-carotene and total
phenolic contents of the edible portion
of the fruits were also determined. Total
phenolic content was found to be 1461 mg
of gallic acid equivalent/100 g dry weight.
Vitamin E was determined to be 0.3
mg/100 g. Proximate analysis of dry date
palm fruits showed that it contained 1.3 %
fat, 2.2 % fiber, 2.8 % ash and 2.5 % protein.
The different extracts of edible portion
of date palm fruits showed antioxidant
activity. The methanol extract showed
the highest antioxidant activity (75.96 %),
while the water extract has the lowest (9.

28 %); petroleum ether extract has 53.39
%. Antioxidant activity of petroleum ether
seeds extract was 8.16 %, while methanol
and water extracts of seeds were devoid
of any activity. The present study showed
that the antioxidant activity of the edible
portion might be attributed to the presence
of phenolic compounds and vitamin E.
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Fruits of the date palms are very commonly
consumed in many parts of the world
and are a vital component of the diet
in most of the Arabian countries. Three
researches are presented for the prize; all
are published in international journals in
Poland, Germany and USA. The researches
deal with the potential health benefits of
different extracts of date fruits to be used
as nutraceuticals or functional food.

