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The late Sheikh
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan

“May God Bless His Soul”

Agicultural development
is one of the beams of the Union



H.H Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

President of the United Arab Emirates
Founder and Patron of the Award

Today we stress to pursue the same approach and give
our support to complete the institutional and legislative

bodies and consolidate the government and people efforts
to preserve and protect environment and wildlife.



H.H General Sheikh
Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the 

UAE Armed Forces

The genius of the Late Sheikh Zayed in the field of agriculture
lie in challenging the impossible, this gives a leading example

to follow and to believe that there is no barrier against
achieving our all dreams for a better future.



We express today our deep gratitude to His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President for his wise

decision to establish this Award and his strong support for
it and his keen interest to encourage all efforts aimed at the
continued improvement of date palm cultivation and the
enhancement of its processing and even place UAE to be

a leading center for research, development and production
and all what is related to this fruitful and blessed tree.

H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan

Minister of Culture
Youth & Community Development.

President of the Award Board of Trustees
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Our Word
Today we are in the time of empowerment and loyalty for the approach of Late Sheikh Zayed Bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan, under the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
UAE President, giving promise and commitment to guide us through our journey to success and 
excellence.

We look to what the Award General Secretariat has achieved on real ground throughout last year 
is a record full of unlimited giving and humble achievements in our vision and valuable in the eyes 
of others across the world, particularly if we looked to the clear vision of the Award and the size of 
the huge and projected ambitions designed for excellence and distinction.

Khalifa International Date Palm Award is a move at the right way and charted out for itself noble 
principles, goals and values at the way of success and excellence. It draws its vision from the wise 
leadership of UAE, on top of it His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President 
and the support of H.H. Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of UAE Armed Forces, and the interest of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, and the keen pursuit 
of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Culture , Youth & Community Develop-
ment, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award.

A year passed from the Award time and 102 researchers, growers, producers and processors and 
date palm lovers have participated in its sixth  session from 22 Arab and non-Arab countries. the 
national participation formed 10% of the total number of participants.  This is a clear testament 
for the international spread of the Award globally and the interest of the specialists and blessed 
tree lovers to participate in its different categories which consolidates UAE leading role  in pro-
moting and supporting the date palm sector and dates processing and production worldwide.
  

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Prof. 
Secretary General

Khalifa International Date Palm Award 
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H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan

Minister of Culture
Youth & Community Development.
President of the Board of Trustees

Board of Trustees
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H.E Aziz Akhnoush
 

Minister of Agriculture &
Marine Fisheries – Morocco

Hon. Dr.
Ghaleb Alhadrami

 
Vice Chancellor for Student 

Affairs and Registration,
UAE University

H.E. Eng. Saif
Mohammad Al-Shara

 
Assistant Undersecretary of 
Agriculture and Animal Af-

fairs, MOEW

Hon. Prof.
Abdelouahhab Zaid

 
Chief Technical Advisor

Secretary General

H.E. Jose Graziano 
da Silva

 
Director-General of FAO

H.E.Dr. Tariq
Moosa Al-Zadjali 

 
Director General of the Arab  
Organization for Agricultural 

Development

H.E. Dr. Jacques Diouf

 
Former - Director General of 

FAO

H.E. Dr. Salem Abd
Al-Kareem Al-Lozi

 
Former - Director General of 
the Arab  Organization for 
Agricultural Development
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Scientific Committee

Prof. Harrison G. Hughes
Member of Scientific Committlee

Colorado State University,USA

Prof. Abdallah Oihabi
Member of Scientific Committee 

Food & Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO)

Prof. Francis Marty
Member of Scientific Committlee

Republic of France

Prof. Hassan R. Shabana
Member of Scientific Committee

Expert in Cultivation 
& Production of Date Palm

Prof. Samir Al Shakir
International Expert

Member of Scientific Committee

Prof. Franz J. Hoffmann
Head of the Scientific Committee

Department of Developmental & Cell Biology 
University of California Irvine,, USA
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Nahayan Mabarak Headed the 7th Periodical Meeting  of the
Members of  the  Award  Board of Trustees 

Enhance the UAE international 
position in serving the date palm 
tree under the leadership of Khalifa 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

HH Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak  Al Nahayan Minister of Culture, Youth & Community Develop-
ment, Chairman of the Award Board  of Trustees  headed the 7th periodical Meeting of the  Board 
of Trustees of KIDPA on Sunday the 16th of March 2014 in  the Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi 
the capital in the presence of all memberts and the Reporter of the Board of Trustees in which 
he looked at the meeting agenda and praised the efforts of the General Secretariat and of the 
members of the Board of Trustees in respect of what have been achieved during the sixth session . 

HH Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak  Al Nahayan Chairman of the Board of Trustees  hailed  the great care 
given by HH Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan (God protect him) to the date palm tree and the 
support of  Lit General HH Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Crown-Prince of Abu Dhabi, 
Deputy Commander of the Armed Forces and the follow up of HH Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs.

However , the Board of Trustees approved to insert the definition of the blessed tree into the cur-
riculums of the Ministry of Education  and to request the Ministry Diwan to allocate an office to 
the Award in Abu Dhabi, the capital . 

HH the Chairman of the Board of Trustees went through the technical and financial report  of the 
Award activities in its sixth session and praised the success achieved by the Award in the competi-
tion “ The Palm Tree in the Eye of the World “, . He added that this an additional indicator of the 
Award credibility in its ability to communicate with all categories of the local community by em-
ploying photography  as a means to develop the public awareness in the importance of the date 
palm and the culture of date palm . Moreover , HH approved the administrative and media plan 
of the award  in its 7th session 2015 .

Year Book Six Session 2014   28 - 29
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- KIDPA scored many achievements in 2013 
at all levels starting from the party of hon-
oring the Award winners in its fifth session 
held on 3/3/2013 under the patronage and 
presence of   H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak 
Al Nahayan Minister of Culture and Com-
munity Development, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of KIDPA, at Emirates pal-
ace Hotel  in the capital , Abu Dhabi .

- The sixth meeting of the Board of  
Trustees was held on 3/3/2013 af-
ter the honoring party presided by                                                                                      
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of KIDPA, and the fol-
lowing issues were discussed .

1.  Reviewing the financial and technical re-
port of the Award in its fifth session .

2. Thanking the UAEU for providing adminis-
trative offices for the Award in the Building  
of the Islamic Institute .

3. Requesting the Diwan of the Ministry of 

Presidential Affairs for help to suggest the 
organigramme for the Award ( as per the 
request of the Presidency letter to put the 
Award under their administrative umbrella .

4. Approving the administrative and media 
plan of the award in its 6th session 2014 .

- The Award participated in the cultural con-
voys which were held in Falaj Al Mualla - 
Umm Al Quwain during the period 23-24 
April 2013 .

- The Award participated in the cultural con-
voys which were held in Tawyeen- Fujairah   
during the period 23-24 /May 2013 .

* Launching the sixth session of the Award ac-
tivities and opening candidacy for the Award 
five categories and receiving applications as of 
1/6/2013 .
- Opening candidacy for the fifth photogra 

phy competition 15/July/ 2013.
- The Award participated in Liwa Date Festi-

val  18-25 /July / 2013 .

-  Active participation of the Award  in Liwa 
Date Festival  22/7/2013 . 

-  Closing candidacy and sorting the nomi-
nated applications for the world in the fifth 
session 17/11/2013 .

-  Names of participants in the five categories .
-  During the period  between 1- 30/11/2011 

classifying the applications that meet the 
conditions, 

- Participating in the Emirtaes Interna-
tional Date Festival during the period 21-
26/11/2013 .

Accreditations  & Licenses of the award 
group of publications .
- Accrediting the IBSN of the Annual book- 

2013 . The book obtained the accreditation 
of the IBSN under No. 978-9948-20-686-6 
by the Ministry of Culture , Youth & Social 
Community .

- The License of the Blessed Tree magazine . 
The Award was awarded  the license of the 
Blessed Tree magazine  by the  International 
Media Council in its capacity as a periodi-
cal scientific magazine specialized in date 
palm under No. 101 as  of 25/12/2012 to 
24/12/2014 . 

The Media Campaign about The Award in Its 
Fifth Session 2013 
- The Award Media Committee in coopera-

tion with Seventh Dimension Co. in Dubai 
designed a media campaign to launch the 
Award in its fifth session through electronic 
marketing via the following outlets : 

1. Through advertising Boards on Google re-

search engine throughout the world.
2. Advertising campaign through Yahoo re-

search engine  throughout the world.
3. Advertising on facebook and Twitter .

The Award Media Campaign in its Fifth Ses-
sion 2013 
1. A luxurious pamphlet about KIDPA .
2. Special brochure about the Award which 

includes information about the Award es-
tablishment , its categories , conditions of 
nomination , value of the prizes and the 
names of the members of the Board of Trus-
tees,

   3. Designing and publishing commercial ad-
vertisements in local newspapers in respect 
of launching the Award  fifth session 2013 
within the Award five categories . 

   4. The large postcard of photography compe-
tition . 

   5. The small  postcard of photography compe-
tition. 

The Award Achievements : 
The Blessed Tree Magazine 
Fifth Vol. - First Issue of the Blessed Tree Maga-
zine.
Fifth Vol. Second Issue of the Blessed Tree Mag-
azine.
Annual Book : Authenticating the Award 
Achievements in Its Fifth Session 2013
1. Announcing the winner names in the 

photography competition  , Fifth Session 
2/2/2014 .

2. Announcing the winner names in KIDPA in 
its Sixth Session on 16/2/2014 .

Annual Technical Report of
KIDPA - 2014
The Most Important Achievements and Participations of the
KIDPA From 16/3/2013 to 15/3/2014
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By virtue of  the instructions of  Sheikh Na-
hayan Mubarak Al Nahayan  Minister of Cul-
ture ,Youth  &  Community Development , 
Chairman of the  Award Board of Trustee ,  the 
Secretariat General of the Award announced  
opening nomination  for the award categories 
in its five session as of the first of June 2013 till 
the 3oth of October 2013 . The award gives the  
chance to farmers , producers , researchers , 
academics , specialists and lovers of  date palm 
tree worldwide to submit their applications  
for competition to win one of the Award five 
categories , namely the category of Research & 
Distinguished Studies , the category of the dis-
tinguished producers , the category of the best 
distinguished technology , the category of the 
best developmental project , and the category 
of the best distinguished personality in the field 
of date palm cultivation and date production . 
The above was announced in a press confer-
ence  held by Dr. AbdulwouehabZiad  the Sec-
retary General of KIDPA  on Sunday morning 
the 9th of June 2013  in the Emirates palace 
in Abu Dhabi in the presence  of HE Dr. Hila-
lHaned Sad Al Kabbi , member of the Board 
of Trustees , Chairman of the Administrative 
& Financial  committee of the Award and HE 
Dr.Galeb Al Hadrami , member of the Board of 
Trustees , Dean of the Faculty of Food and Ag-
riculture in UAEU .
In the above press conference , DR. Abdul-
wouehab Ziad referred to the fact that the 
curve chart of the Award is growing increas-

ingly at all levels  won by the Award where the 
great  openness to  local community  consti-
tutes the best results in increasing the national  
nominees for different categories . The number 
reached to 55 nationals during the last five 
years . This was achievedthrough the supreme 
instructions of HH Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak 
Al Nahayan  Minister of Culture ,Youth  &  
Community Development , Chairman of the  
Award Board of Trustee. Therefore the Award 
General Secretariat decided to go forward in 
its national  campaign  to extend the scope of 
participation to a larger number of participants   
from all the targeted groups whether they are 
farmers or manufacturing  producers  or re-
searchers and academics  and to encourage 
and qualify  them to compete on the different 
categories of the  Award. He confirmed the care 
of  HH Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak Al Nahayan  
Minister of Culture ,Youth  &  Community De-
velopment , Chairman of the  Award Board of 
Trustee to  enhance the regional and interna-
tional presence of the Award and to build on 
the successes achieved  during the last five 
years all for the goodness  and appreciation of 
all farmers , producers , researchers worldwide  
in a step that translates the wise instructions  of  
HH. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , UAE 
president  ( God protect him ) , the support of 
HH. First Lit. Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan , Crown Prince of Abdu Dhabi , Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces 
, and the follow-up   of HH. Sheikh Mansour 

Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , Deputy Prime Minister , 
Minister of Presidential Affairs to enhance the 
award position among the other international 
Awards. On his turn , Dr. HilalHamed Sad Al 
Kabbi , member of the Board of Trustee main-
tained  that the total number of nominees for 
all categories of the award  reaches to 573 ap-
plicants representing 38 countries  worldwide  
( 20 Arabic Countries , 18 Foreign Countries ) 
When we come to discuss the details we find 
the following :-pete on the different categories 
of the  Award.
There are 289 participants for the category of 
distinguished studies and researches , 42 par-
ticipants for the category of the best date pro-
duction , and 75 participants for the category 
of the influential personality. He referred to the 
fact that  the growing increase in the number  
of nominees of all categories  confirms the reli-
ability and trust which the Award has achieved 
within a very short time thanks to the instruc-
tions of HH Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak   Al 
Nahayan  Minister of Culture ,Youth  &  Com-
munity Development , Chairman of the  Award 
Board of Trustee. 
Dr. Hilal announces that all technical and ad-
ministrative preparations have been complet-
ed . Further , the administrative Committee will 
start to classify the applications that meet the 

set conditions during next November .
Then , the Scientific Committee shall start eval-
uating the applications  during next December 
r& January and to announce  the winner names 
during next February 2014 , and the celebration 
party during March 2014. Dr. Galeb Al Hadrami 
, member of the Board of Trustee , referred as 
well  to the  pioneering position occupied by 
the award at the local  regional and  interna-
tional levels  during the last five sessions  due to 
the instructions HH Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak 
Al Nahayan  Minister of Culture ,Youth  &  Com-
munity Development , Chairman of the  Award 
Board of Trustee . He confirmed that the Award 
will go forward while moving to its fifth year on 
the path of  success and distinction as per the 
wise vision  of  HH. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan , UAE president  ( God protect him ) , 
whom the award was named after ,   the sup-
port of HH. First Lit. Sheikh Mohammad Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan , Crown Prince of Abdu Dhabi 
, Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces , and the follow-up   of HH. Sheikh Man-
sour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , Deputy Prime Min-
ister , Minister of Presidential Affairs and the 
interest of  HH Sheikh Nahayan Mubarak Al 
Nahayan  Minister of Culture ,Youth  &  Com-
munity Development , Chairman of the  Award 
Board of Trustee.

KIDPA Opens Nomination
for its 6th Session 2014
Nahayan Mubarak  :  Khalifa`s Patronage of the Award is a Medal of  
Honor  and a  Responsibility we hold to Enhance the UAE Achieve-
ments  in Serving  the Blessed Tree and its Workers.
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Under the patronage of H.H Sheikh Nahayan 
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Culture 
,Youth  &  Community Development, President 
of the Trustees Board of Khalifa International 
Date Palm Award , the Award General Secretar-
iat announced the opening of  participation in 
the international competition  which is unique 
of its kind to photograph the date palm tree. 
The competition title is: The Palm Tree in the 
Eyes of the World for the Fifth session 2014 “ 
and will be held in cooperation with Abu Dhabi 
Association for Photography. All lovers of pho-
tography world-wide  , professional and ama-
teur , are invited   to contribute to this interna-
tional  competition  in an appreciation of the 
Palm Tree and to reinforce the photographer’s 
lens to enrich the memorial of our homeland 
and revive its environmental heritage. 

The above was announced in a press declara-
tion by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid , the Award 
General Secretariat on the occasion of launch-
ing the fifth session 2014 of the competition 
stressing at the same time the great success 
achieved by the competition in its previous 
session through the noticeable increase in the 
number of participants coming  from all over 
the world and the quality of the participated 
photos .

He added that this competition came as a re-
sult of the directives of H.H Sheik  Nahayan Ma-
barak Al Nahayan , Minister of Culture ,Youth  
&  Community Development, President of the 
Trustees Board of Khalifa International Date 

Palm Award in enhancing the relation between 
man and the Palm tree and his unlimited sup-
port to the blessed tree by exploiting the art of 
photography as a means to develop the public 
awareness of the importance of the date palm 
tree so as to create wider spaces to exchange 
experiences among photographers world-wide 
in addition to displaying the tourist , environ-
mental and heritage features of the date palm 
tree via the photo and finally to promote man’s  
relation with the land and agriculture.

As for the prizes of the Award , the Secretary 
General of the Award mentioned that the first 
winner will get AE 20000, the second AE 15000, 
and the third AE 10000, in addition to certifi-
cates of appreciation and memorial shields . 
A specialized technical committee will judge 
the participated works , sort the results and 
announce the winners` names during February 
2014 with  a special celebration of the winning 
and distinguished works under the patronage 
of H.H Sheikh Nayhayan Mabark Al Nayhayan, 
Minister of Culture, Youth & Community De-
velopment, President of the Trustees Board.

The competition is open for all professional & 
amateur photographers world-wide  , and that 
the deadline for submitting participations is 
31/Dec/2013.
It is likely possible for lovers of palm-tree and 
photography , professional & amateur ,who 
are willing to participate in the competition to 
write to:  kidpa@gmail.com

Under the Patronage of  Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan

KIDPA Opens Participation in the
5th Session 2014 Of the International 
Competition of Photography
“ The Date Palm In the Eyes of the World “
The Competition Contributes in Enriching Our Homeland Memorial      
and Reviving  Its Environmental Heritage



First Winner:
Abdullah bin Saeed Al Ruzaiqi

The General Secretariat of KIDPA announced 
the winner names of the International Photo-
graphic  Competition “ The Date Palm Tree in 
the Eye of the World “.in its fifth edition  2014 
which was organized under the patronage of 
HH Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan Min-
ister of Culture , Youth & Community Devel-
opment , Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
KIDPA in cooperation with  Abu Dhabi Interna-
tional  Photographic Society. 

The above was stated in a press release  deliv-
ered by Dr. A. Ziad the Secretary General of 
KIDPA after approving the results . In the first 
place comes Abdullah Bin Saeed Al Ruzeiki , 
while the second place was for Majid Bin Obaid 
Al Ameri . The  third place was occupied by  
Body Jadyano  . The competition in its fifth edi-
tion witnessed sharp competition among  1342 
photos taken by 335 photographers represent-
ing 27 countries world  wide.  

Dr. Ziad added that “ We are working under the 
instructions of HH Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al 
Nahayan . Minister of Culture , Youth & Com-
munity Development. Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of KIDPA to originate man’s relation 
with his bio-environment , particularly the date 
palm tree . We do highly appreciate  HH sup-
port to the  participating photographers from 
all parts of the world who employed the art of 
photography as a means to increase the public 
awareness in the importance of the palm tree 

so as to create a wider atmosphere to exchange 
expertise between photographers   , amateur 
and professional from all parts of the world to 
reveal the tourist , environmental , traditional 
components of the date palm tree through the 
photograph to encourage man’s relation and 
ties with land and agriculture. .

Statistically , the competition in its fifth edi-
tion achieved a remarkable increase  reached 
to 45% in contrast with last year. The number 
of the Arab participants was 292 from 17 Arab 
countries in contrast with 43 participants from 
10 foreign countries. Moreover , the number of 
young male  participants was 253 in contrast 
with 82 female participants. 

The Secretary General emphasized that hon-
oring the winners in the competition  and the 
winning and distinguished photographs exhibi-
tion will be held in the Emirates Palace in Abu 
Dhabi on the sidelines of the activities of the 
Fifth International Conference of Date Palm 
during the period 16-18 March 2014 along with 
the celebration party of honoring the winners 
of KIDPA . He expressed his happiness for the 
love and appreciation   he read in the eyes of 
the photographers from all parts of the world 
for the date palm tree  , in addition to the big 
number of participants in the competition . He 
highly appreciated the exerted efforts of the 
participating  amateur and professional pho-
tographers . 

1342 Photos reveal the love of date palm in the eyes of 335 photog-
raphers from 27 countries world wide .

Organized by KIDPA in cooperation with 
Abu Dhabi International  Photographic 
Society
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Second Winner:
Majid bin Obaid Al Ameri

Third Winner:
Bodhi Jadiano
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Visitors to the the Emirates International Date 
Palm Festival expressed their appreciation of  
the efforts exerted by the Award to enhance 
the pioneering role of the UAE in the filed of 
palm tree cultivation and dates production 
at the world level. The pavilion of the General 
Secretariat of the Award attracted lovers of the 
blessed tree and date producers who are par-
ticipating in the festival seventh version  hosted 
by the Capital , Abu Dhabi,  during the period 
between 21- 26 November 2013 . 

This was confirmed by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid , 
Secretary General of the Award who expressed 
his appreciation of the supreme instructions 
of HH. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
UAE president (God protect him), the sup-
port of HH. First Lit. Sheikh Mohammad Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abdu Dhabi 
, Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces , the follow-up of HH. Sheikh Mansour 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Presidential Affairs, and the interest 

of HH. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, 
Minister of Culture, Youth and Community De-
velopment , Chairperson of the Board of Trus-
tees of Khalifa Internation Date Palm Award. 
He hailed the qualitative participation of the 
Award in the Emirates International Palm &  
Date Palm Festival in its seventh version. He 
considered such participation a promising 
opportunity to acquaint all researchers, pro-
ducers, distinguished  academics and lovers 
of the blessed date palm tree world wide with 
the Award categories  so as to give them the  
chance of winning one of its five categories. 

He added that the festival represents a chance 
to build up frames of cooperation with the 
organizations and establishments concerned 
with date palm tree cultivation and date pro-
duction at the world level since the festival at-
tracts more than 200 companies from all parts 
of the world , a fact  which reflects the position 
of the UAE in serving the blessed tree and the  
workers who take care of it . 

Khalifa International “ Attracts Lovers of the Blessed Tree

Participating  in the Emirates
International Festival 2014Khalifa International Date Palm Award  at-

tracted the interest of palm tree lovers and date 
producers who participated in Liwa 9th Festival 
for Dates through the great turnout of obtain-
ing candidacy forms and inquiry about the 
standard of nomination and the conditions of 
participation in the Award different categories. 
The Award participation in the festival comes 
within the framework of spreading awareness, 
encouraging   national farmers and creating the 
competitive spirit among farmers and produc-
ers about the mechanism of participation in the 
Award five categories.

On the occasion of the Award Participation in 
Liwa  9th Festival for dates 2013,  Dr. Abdelouah-
hab Zaid, the Award  Secretary General  referred 
to the sublime sponsorship which the Award 
and the blessed tree have  by H.H Sheikh Khalifa 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , UAE  President ( God 
protect him ) and First Lt. General H.H Sheikh 
Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , Crown-
Prince of Abu Dhabi , Deputy  Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces , and H.H.Sheikh  
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , Deputy Prime 
Minister  , Minister of Presidential Affairs.

Dr. Zaid stressed the fact that there is qualita-
tive development within the activities of the 
festival to help developing the date palm sec-
tor at the level of the country through devel-

oping the means of treatment with farmers and 
producers and through extending the scope of 
participation within the festival official compe-
tition categories. 

He added that Khalifa International Date Palm 
Award  through  the instructions of H.H Sheikh 
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan , Minister of 
culture,youth and community development , 
President of the Board of Trustees of the Award 
, gives great importance to encourage national 
farmers to participate in the Award  activities  in  
its various categories and provide them  with all 
the facilities and technical possibilities to apply 
for the competition in its sixth session .  

The Secretary General illustrates as well that 
Khalifa International Date Palm Award was es-
tablished under the patronage of H.H Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , UAE  President ( 
God protect him ) as per Federal Decree No.15 
of 2007 on  20/March/2007 in order to carry out 
studies and researches about date palm and its 
spread world wide in appreciation of those who 
made great contributions in this field whether 
individuals or institutions. This award is inde-
pendent and neutral granted annually to scien-
tists, outstanding producers, impressive person-
alities and institutions which contributed in the 
area of research and date palm development. 

The Turnout of Palm Tree Lovers and 
Date Producers to Participate in the 
Award Categories
Khalifa International Date Palm Award  Witnessed
Active participation in Liwa 9th Festival  - 2014
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H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak AL Nahayan , 
Minister of Culture , Youth & Community , 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa 
International Date Palm Award ( KIDPA )  ex-
pressed his appreciation for the supreme and 
kind care received by the Award from the wise 
leadership of HH  Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan , President of the UAE ( God protect 
him ) , the support of HH. Sheikh Mohammad 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , Crown – Prince of Abu 
Dhabi , Deputy Commander of Armed Forces  
, and the appreciation of HH Sheikh Mansour 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , Deputy Prime Min-
ister  , Minister of Presidential Affairs , an ac-
tion  which gave the Award a push forwards to 
maintain its  pioneering position reached  at 
the regional and international levels and con-
tributed to sustain the UAE role in serving the 
Blessed Tree and those who work in the field all 
over the world. 
The above was stated in a press conference held 
by Dr.Abdulwaheeb Zaid, Secretary General of 
KIDPA on Sunday morning the 16th of Feb. 

2014 at the Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi, to 
announce the names of winners of the Award 
sixth session in the presence of Dr. Ghaleb Al 
Hadrami , Member of the Board of Trustees , 
and Dr.Helal Humaid S.Al Kaabi, Head of the 
Administrative & Scientific Dept.of the Award.
Dr.Zaid stated that  “ We are proud of the high 
level reached by the award  in its sixth session 
thanks to the great trust and instructions of 
HH HH. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak   AL  Nahay-
an , Minister of Culture , Youth & Community , 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of KIDPA”. 
The Secretary General added that pursuant 
to the report of the Scientific Committee and 
judging the participating works in the Award 
five categories in the sixth session 2014  and 
after the approval of H.E. Sheikh Nahayan Ma-
barak AL Nahayan, the results were as follows: 

The Category of Distinguished Researches 
and Studies.
•	 The	First	Winner	 is:	The	Famous	Date	Vari-

eties in kingdom of Saudi Arabia / General 

Next 16th March: Nahayan Mabarak Honors Winners

KIDPA Announces Winner Names 
in Its Sixth Session 2014
Nahayan Mabarak : Khalifa`s Bin Zayed Support
Enhances the  Award Position Regionally & Internationally
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Community development, in addition to ap-
proving the ISBN of the Book of the Winning 
and Distinguished Photos 2013.

4. Issuing the 4th volume which includes two 
issues of the Blessed Tree Magazine, which 
is considered the first scientific magazine 
to specialize in date palm at the level of the 
Arab region, which proved its success and 
contributed in enhancing specialized scien-
tific media in the UAE .

5. The Secretariat General of the Award de-
signed and published commercial advertise-
ments in local newspapers in respect of the 
launching of the fifth session of the Award in 
its fifth session 2013 within its five categories. 
The campaign covered most of the mass me-
dia, advertisements, and specialized websites 
in addition to tools of social communica-
tions.

6. The Secretariat General of the Award carried 
out a group of publications and periodicals 
to introduce the Award and its various activi-
ties (Introductory luxurious pamphlet, bro-
chure, posters) .

7. Annual Book: KIDPA issued the fifth annual 
book which documents all the activities ob-
tained by the Award in its fifth session at all 
areas and levels.

8. The Book of the Winning & Excellent Pho-
tos: It was issued through the Photography 
Competition (The Date palm in the Eyes of 
the World during its fourth session 2013). 

9. The General Secretariat of the Award hon-
ored the winners in the Competition of “The 
Date Palm in the Eyes of the World”  in its 4th 
session and opened the gate to participate in 
the international competition to photo the 
date palm in its fifth session . 

In his speech, Dr. Ghaleb Al Hadrami , member 
of the Award’s Board of Trustees , did stress the 

continuous support and encouragement that 
focus on the blessed tree  from all Government 
sources under the able leadership of  H.H.  
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , President 
of the UAE ( God protect him ).Such care & 
attention  illustrate the excellent  binding rela-
tionship between the UAE population and the 
date palm tree.

Dr. Ghaleb did also mention the recently pub-
lished Decree of H.H.The President, God pro-
tect him, (Decree Number 2 / 2014), renewing 
the membership of the Award’s Board of Trus-
tees. He also mentioned that the next Seventh 
Board meeting will convene on 16th of March 
and will discuss several important new issues 
& ideas.

At  the end of the press conference , Dr, Abdel-
ouahhab  Zaid , Secretary General  stressed on 
the  importance of the efforts exerted by H.E. 
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak AL Nahayan , Minis-
ter of Culture , Youth & Community , Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of KIDPA in pushing 
the award wheel forward  to achieve its goals at 
the national , regional and international levels 
to develop scientific research related to date 
palm tree and to encourage workers in the 
field  of  date palm cultivation such as  farmers 
, producers m exporters , firms , societies and 
competent authorities , and to honor the per-
sonalities working in the filed of date palm  at 
the local , regional and international levels .

It is worth noting that the celebration of hon-
oring the winners of the Award in its sixth ses-
sion organized by the General Secretariat of 
the Award will be held on Sunday the 16th of 
March 2014  at 10.00 a.m at the Emirates Palace 
in Abu Dhabi.   

Directorate of Public Relations and Interna-
tional Cooperation - Ministry of Agriculture 
/ kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

•	 The	 Second	 Winner	 is:	 Male-specific	 DNA	
markers provide genetic evidence of an XY 
chromosome system, a recombination arrest 
and allow the tracing of paternal lineages in 
date palm / Mrs. Frédérique Aberlenc Ber-
tossi / France.

The Distinguished Producers Category 
•	 The	First	Winner	is:	Mr.	Boumaraf	Messaoud	

/ Algeria.
•	 The	Second	Winner	is:	Was	Withheld.
The Best distinguished Technology
•	 The	First	winner	is:	Industrial	Production	Of	

liquid Sugar From Zahdi Dates Using Acid 
Technique For Clarification / Dr. Moayyad 
Mohammed Rushdy Al-Hakim / Iraq.

•	 The	 Second	 Winner	 is:	 Development	 and	
Performance Evaluation of a Solar Tunnel 
Date Dryer in Oman - Mohammad Ali Basu-
nia / College of Agricultural and Marine Sci-
ences – Sultan Qaboos University / Sultanate 
of Oman.

The Best Developmental Project Category:
•	 The	First	Winner	is:	Integrated	Dates	Receiv-

ing, Handling and Storage System / Al Foah / 
UAE.

•	 The	 Second	winner	 is:	 Sudanese	Date	 Palm	
Society / Eng. Emad Idris Fadel AlMawla 
Youssef/ Sudan.

The Category of the Distinguished Personal-
ity: 
•	 The	Winner	is:	Prof.	Philip	Barry	Tomlinson	/	

United Kingdom.
It is to be noted here that the first winner gets 
an amount of 300.000 AED with a Shield and 
a Certificate of Appreciation, and the Second 
Winner gets 200.000 AED with a Shield and a 

Certificate of Appreciation to be submitted 
during a great celebration to be held at the 
Emirates Palace on Sunday the 16th of March 
2014. 
The Award Statistics
On his part, Dr.Helal Al Kaabi,, illustrated  
that this session has been distinguished by a 
number of basic points the most prominent 
of which is that the number of candidates  
reached to 102 representing 22 countries all 
over the world . Moreover, the national par-
ticipation formed 10% of the total number of 
participants. However, the participation of the 
UAE national within the category of research 
and distinguished studies, the category of the 
best product and the category of the best de-
velopmental project. He referred to the fact 
the office of the General Secretariat started 
sorting the participating works and their evalu-
ation with high degree of transparency and 
objectivity. 

In his word, Dr. Al Kaabi summed up the most 
important achievements of the General Sec-
retariat of the Award during the fifth session 
2013 as follows: 
1. The increase of the national participation 

in spreading and encouraging the targeted 
categories of the date palm farmers at the 
level of the country to participate within the 
Award categories such as The Cultural Con-
voy. Liwa Festival for Dates, Emirates Interna-
tional Festival for Date Palm.

2. The General Secretariat of the Award ob-
tained the letter of renewing the Media   Li-
cense for the Blessed Tree Magazine issued 
by Abu Dhabi Council for Information in its 
capacity as a scientific periodical ( issued eve-
ry three months ) specializing in date palm . 

3. The Annual Book of the Award obtained the 
ISBN by the Ministry of Culture, Youth and 
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KIDPA honors on Tuesday the 18th of March 
2014 the journalists and media institutions that 
covered the activities of its sixth session.
Dr. A. Zaid the Award General Secretary dis-
tributed  the Appreciation Certificates  to the 
honored  journalists during the celebration 
held in the Emirates Palace  at the end of the 
Fifth International Date Palm conference  ac-
tivities. He described them as real partners in 
the process of development and construction 
. They worked hard so as to convey the goals 
of the award and to introduce it through the 
means of communication . 
He confirmed  that the date palm tree was and 
will be the symbol  of pride in our homeland 
and an expression of Emirates  ambition to 
achieve success in all fields. 
He mentioned that KIDPA  proved  day after 
day its credibility and benefit achieved by its 
supreme mission and noble goals in serving 

and developing date palm sector and those 
who work in the same field  whether they are 
farmers . producers , researchers and lovers of 
the blessed tree all round the world. This is 
evident in the increase of the number of par-
ticipants in all five categories every year . This 
in turn reflects positively the trust achieved 
by the award and its distinguished presence  
among all scientific and productive circles  lo-
cally , regionally and internationally . 
He assured that the Award General Secretary 
and the Board of Trustees will go ahead in the 
process of sustainable development and will 
endeavor to provide all elements of success to 
the Award . Moreover , they will be faithful to 
the blessed tree under the wise leadership of 
HH Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , Presi-
dent of the UAE , ( God protect him ) whom 
the Award was  named after . 

KIDPA Honors Journalists &
Their Institutions  
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I greet and welcome you all .  I am very pleased 
to express my  great pleasure to receive our 
honorable guests ,  and we are proud as well to 
have them as our guests in this celebration par-
ticularly when we are all well aware that they 
have had  ample and wide experience in the 
field of agricultural development to which this  
celebrated plant belongs to , namely , the date 
palm . However , if we pride  and appreciate the 
presence of this unique constellation with us , 
we  do thank and praise them . 

Dear Guests , welcome to your second home-
land , the United Arab Emirates .

I am very pleased as well to present my true 
congratulation for the winners of Khalifa Date 
Palm Award in its sixth session , such an award  
which has become a remarkable symbol in the 
field of date palm worldwide . It is the Award 
which we are all honored by  because it has 
been named after our leader and the sponsor 
of its procession HH Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan , President of the UAE (May God 
protect him  and grant him the best  health 
and wellness) . It is the Award which embodies 
HH interest in the palm tree and his limitless 
care to increase its production and raise its rev-
enues . Needless to say that the  Award  pro-
vides ample space to spread ideas ,experiences 
and the successful experiments . It is as well a 
purposeful tool to promote and encourage 
achievement and success . It is  , furthermore  
, an ideal instrument that contributes in the 
process of progress and development which re-
lies on science , research and study , all of which 
constitute the fundamentals of successful sus-
tainable development in all fields . 

On this occasion I am honored to extend .  in 
my and you names , the highest  expressions  of 
pride  and respect to the Owner of the Award 
, (may God value him greatly ) . At the same 
time , I would like  to praise the  great  generous 
efforts exerted by HH to achieve the targeted 
development in the field of date palm . Today 

In the Name of Allah Most Gracious  Most Merciful
H.H. Hamed Bin Zayed  Al Nahyan Chairman of Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Court and      
a member of the Executive Council  

Your Highness and  Excellencies from Saudi Arabia, Sultanate of Oman  , Kingdom of Bah-
rain , Kingdom of Morocco , Hashemite  Kingdom of Jordan Kingdom  and the State of 
Palestine . 

Your Excellency  Dr. Jose Graziano DaSilva 
Honorable  guests 
Winner brothers of Khalifa International Date Palm Award 
Ladies & Gentlemen , 
Al  Salam Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh , 
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, we are proud of  the comprehensive and ad-
vance rise which our  state is witnessing under 
the wise leadership of HH,   the President , by 
adopting ambitious plans and initiatives for the 
palm tree whether are  seen  in the care given 
to  the methods of cultivation or by devising  
offsprings  or by attaining economic benefits . 
All this , however, comes as a natural extension 
to the comprehensive and blessed procession 
started by the Founder  of the State , the Father 
, HH Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan al Nahyan ( God 
rest his soul ) in whose  blessed reign  the UAE 
has become a pioneering international center 
for palm cultivation and date production . It is 
the  grace of God  that HH Sheikh Khalifa Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan ( God protect him ) has  un-
dertaken  the same line  adequately and profi-
ciently in  sustaining our country achievements 
according to studied and advanced plans in all 
fields .

On this occasion I would like to present my 
great  thanks and gratitude to Lit. General HH. 
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan , Abu 
Dhabi Crown – Prince , Deputy Commander 
of the Armed Forces  ,  for his continuous and 
faithful efforts  for the sublimity of our dear 
country . We  shall never forget  his strong sup-
port for this International Award  , and we are 
proud of his wise leadership and vision for the 
future development of this country and for the 
position of palm cultivation since this step  is 
an essential part of sustainable development 
which is instructed by HH in all parts of the 
UAE . We do thank His Highness for his  end-
less efforts to make the UAE a successful and 
pioneering model for  fruitful work and distin-
guished achievement in all fields . 

On this occasion also I would like to thank 
my brother HH Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al 

Nahyan , Deputy Prime Minister , Minister of 
Presidential Affairs for his special care to pro-
vide full support to this Award . I do appreciate 
his wise directions to make the Award a real re-
markable  international Award and successful 
and influential tool to develop palm cultivation 
and date production in the State , the region 
and the world . 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Please grant me the permission to thank you all 
, you lovers of the blessed tree , for your exerted 
faithful efforts for the sake of promoting this 
promising sector and supporting it with up-to 
– date knowledge to make such sector a bril-
liant scope of work for the successful and reli-
able  developmental efforts everywhere. 

I am very pleased to thank all those who par-
ticipated in the Award five categories and at 
the same time I congratulate all winners ap-
preciating their efforts and what each of them 
represents in the field of palm cultivation . I am 
very pleased as well to address them by saying : 
“ You are kindly requested to be good exam-
ples for your colleagues and let your winning 
of the Award be a  pushing power to it for a 
greater giving , wider achievement and increas-
ing growth . 

Our celebration today is actually a celebration 
of creation and innovation .  and it is intended 
to achieve economic growth , increase produc-
tivity  and enhance prosperity in the commu-
nity procession in general . Our celebration of  
you  reflects at the same time our celebration 
of the good land which embraces this fruitful 
and blessed palm trees  . We pray to God to 
bless this palm tree  and protect its owners and 
all those who work and invest in this sector 

and all participants from all categories in this 
remarkable Award . 

I  thank as well all the members of the Board of 
Trustees  for their interest and care as I thank  
all Authorities and Iinstitutions which coop-
erate with the Administration of the Award . 
I pray to God that our work will continue as 
it is now in supporting and developing the 
studies about palm trees , palm cultivation and 
date production so as to make this award an 
important tool to promote and encourage in-
novation and creation in the procession of the 
State , the region and the world . 

I am very happy to inform you  that the ac-
tivities of the Fifth International Date Palm 
Conference which is organized by the UAEU 
in cooperation with Khalifa Internatonal date 
Palm Award will start today under the motto 
“ Dimensions & New Challenges in the Field of 
sustainable Production of Date palm “ , which 
is very important subject  after sustainable de-
velopment has its own strategic position in the 
thoughts and efforts of all governments , insti-

tutions and individuals worldwide .  

I wish for the conference all the best in con-
firming the role of researchers and scientists 
to define methods of cultivation which main-
tain the environment and even in illustrating 
pioneering initiatives of the UAE in this field 
and its interest to achieve the sustainable de-
velopment  in all field as per well-considered 
scientific approach which is open to all good 
practices and successful examples at the level 
of the world , trying at the same time to invoke 
the required the  behavioral and technological  
changes  to protect the environment so as  to 
give its right of care and interest .

Once again , I  welcome our honorable guests 
and congratulate all winners of Khalifa Inter-
national Date Palm Award in its sixth session 
. Moreover , I do thank  you all  asking God Al 
Mighty to guide all on the path of successful 
work  and liberality. 

Once again , thanks a lot . 
  Al  Salam Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahi Wa Barakatuh .  
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Honored
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2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

- Born in Al-Rifaa in 1935
- Raised and grew up at the Palace of Bahrain 

Ruler, the late Sheikh Selman Bin Hamad Al  
Khalifa (May Allah rest his soul in peace)

- A graduate of the governmental schools at 
the time

- In 1958, he headed the Agricultural Coun-
cil, the highest governmental authority in 
charge of agriculture

- In 1961, he was appointed a director of the 
Agriculture Department, an independent ad-
ministration at the time

- He participated in a lot of efforts and confer-
ences to apply for joining of Bahrain to Food 
& Agriculture Organization (FAO) and in 
1968 he headed Bahrain’s delegation to FAO 
conference for giving a speech on the occa-
sion of successful acceptance of Bahrain as 
an observer member of the Organization. His 
Excellency continued to represent Bahrain as 
head of Bahraini delegation to all conferenc-

es of the Arab Food & Agriculture Organiza-
tion “ AFAO”.

- In 1971 he worked with H.H Sheikh Abdallah 
Ben Khaled Al Khalifa, Minister of Agricul-
ture & Municipalities at the time on serving 
construction, agriculture and farmers. His Ex-
cellency was a director of Agriculture Admin-
istration, a lover and  amature of agriculture 
and a supporter of agricultural sector and 
farmers. Under his administration, Depart-
ment of Agriculture used to provide exten-
sion and technical and financial assistance to 
farmers for developing their production. 

- In 1972, he left governmental work and de-
voted himself to free business and trade.

- His Excellency is a lover of the palm tree 
growing and interested in developing its pro-
ductivity through adopting modern technol-
ogy, propagation by tissue culture and con-
trol of the pests and diseases affecting palm 
trees    

H.E. Sheikh
Ibrahim Bin Hamad 

Bin Abdallah
Al Khalifa

Kingdom of Bahrain

2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

Born in Alrashidieh, Morocco and went to Al-
mawlawia Scholl in Rabat, together with King 
Mohammad VI, who was the crown prince at 
the time. He obtained the baccalaureate and 
joined Faculty of Law & Political Sciences in 
Rabat, where he graduated with a bachelor 
degree in General Law and a profound studies 
diploma,
Scientific, Administrative & Political Duties
1987-1992, Dr.Hassan Aourid started his career 
at the Foreign Ministry at the secretariat of the 
former Moroccan Foreign Minister, Abdullatif 
Al-Fillali. He was then appointed a political 
counselor at the Moroccan Embassy in Wash-
ington DC till 1995.
1995-1995, he returned to Morocco to start his 
job in teaching as a professor at the National 
School of Administration and Faculty of Law in 
Rabat.
Upon the death of King Hassan II and ascension 
of King Mohammad VI to throne at the end of 
July/1999, Mr. Hassan Aourid  was appointed 
a spokesman for the Royal Palace, which he 
maintained till June/2005 when was appointed 
a Wali of Miknass-Taffilalet province.

On 13 November 2009 , Hassan Aourid was 
appointed a Historian of the Kingdom Of Mo-
rocco in succession of the former historian 
Dr.Abdilwahab Bin Mansour , who died on 13 
November 2008. He occupied this position for 
two years prior to appointment of Mr. Abdul-
hack Lemrini, the new Historian of the King-
dom as from 10 November 2010.
Mr. Hassan Aourid is the Chairman of a stud-
ies & research centre, which he has himself 
established under the name of “Tarek Bin Ziad 
Centre”.
He is currently a political science professor in 
Rabat and a scientific advisor of the Moroccan 
“Zaman” Magazine, specialized in history and 
in which he publishes specialized articles and 
is a monthly columnist, both in French and 
Arabic.
Publications
Hassan Aourid has a distinctive style in his 
Arabic and French writings and is fully recog-
nized for his eloquence and adherence to the 
language grammar as well as the sophisticated 
style and beautiful details of all his writings. 

Former spokesman for the royal 
palace

H.E Dr. Hassan 
Aourid
Kingdom of Morocco
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2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

Palm is a blessed tree that was mentioned in 
the Holy Quran and is one of the most impor-
tant sources of life on which UAE predecessors 
depended in old days. It offers various ben-
efits including its fruits (ripe dates) and palm 
branches used in many old craftsman indus-
tries. 

Sheikh Ahmed Bin Soroor Al Dhaheri inherited 

his interest and care about planting palm trees 
from his predecessors. He has planted many 
palm trees in Al Mutared Region and Al Ain 
Oasis and has been very curious about select-
ing the best types, such as Ikhlas, Fard, Barhi, 
and Abu Maan. He is still till today taking care 
of following the updates of the new types of 
dates in the UAE and neighboring countries.

Sheikh Ahmed 
Bin Soroor Al 

Dhaheri 
United Arab Emirates

2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

Born in Kuwait Al Qibla district in 1945
He studied at Kuwait in Ahmadiyah, Mubara-
kiya and Qipla Schools.
He earned His high school from shuwaikh sec-
ondary school in1965
Bachelor of Science from the U.S. University 
of Colorado in 1969in Nuclear physics, Higher 
Diploma of University of Surrey in the United 
Kingdom in 1972 in the Radiation protection 
Ph.D. from the united States in 1982 California, 
in quality control and radiation, he attended 
many training courses, whether in Kuwait or 
other countries. 
Work in the Ministry of Health (1969 to 2000).
Founder of radiation protection and it was his 
idea in Kuwait and the proposal of Decree on 
the organizing the work in radiation, and got 
promoted at work from the specialist physicist 
superintendent of the radiation, to the head of 
radiation protection. Radiation protection & 
adviser to the Ministry of Health for the radia-
tion, as well as the advisory for the prevention 
of radiation since 1973 to 1982.
Adviser to the chairman of board of the public 
Authority for Agriculture Affairs and Fish Re-

sources 1993 to 1998.
Chairman of the First palm Agricultural Ser-
vices company 1995 to 2003. 
Published more than 60 research in radiation 
protection quality control and health physics, 
medical and environmental protection.
His works include the following:
1) Book “Atlas of Dates Palm (phoenix 

dactylifera)”first  Part 1992.
2) Booklet “Dates palm-care” issued 1993 first 

edition.
3) Booklet “Agricultural operations horo-

scopes, first and second edition 1995. 
4) Book “Atlas Dates Palm” part 2 palm-care 

2003.
5) Book “atlas of Dates Varieties in the Gulf” 

first edition 2009,4th edition with addition-
al varieties 2010. 

6) Booklet “Date palm-care” 2009 2nd edi-
tion-additional info & pictures. 

7) Book “Atlas Date varieties & palm Care” 
special and limited edition 2009, and sec-
ond edition 2010. 

Dr. Jasem
Mohammed 
Hamad
Almudaires
Kuwait
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2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

He was born and brought up in Dubai under 
the care of his father who has always taught 
him how important nature is and agriculture 
since he was young, specially date palm farm-
ing.   
He was very keen on owning rare kinds of palm 
trees, and created the suitable environment for 
them in either mountain areas or in deserts.
He accompanied his highness sheikh Rashid 

Bin Saeed Al Maktoum late ruler of Dubai since 
he was young, he has witnessed the era of pros-
perity and development of United Arab Emir-
ates and Dubai in particular.
Also he accompanied his highness Sheikh 
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahayan late president of 
UAE and he has shared his highness the love of 
agriculture and specially palm trees.

H.E Hamad Ahmed 
Bin Hamad Bin 

Souqat Al Falasi
United Arab Emirates
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2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

The Ministry of Agriculture has realized the 
importance of documenting and identifying 
the date varieties in the different regions of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Through this 
documentation the Ministry is aspiring to pro-
ject the image of the Saudi dates at the local, 
regional and international level. The first edi-
tion of the book was published in Arabic and 
English on 2006 with 345 pages and including 
the introduction about the Kingdom and three 
chapters, namely: Chapter One: Date Palm Cul-
tivation and Production in the Kingdom; Chap-
ter Two: The Most Famous Date Varieties and 
Chapter Three: The Less Famous Date Varieties 
in KSA.
The present book which is the second edition 
was published in Arabic and English on 2011 
with 372 pages and including the Introduction: 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and three Chap-
ters, namely: Chapter One: Date Palm Cultiva-
tion and Production in the Kingdom; Chapter 

Two: The Most Famous Date Varieties and 
Chapter Three: The Less Famous Date Varieties 
in KSA. The first chapter reflects a brief sum-
mary on the efforts of the Kingdom to develop 
the dates sector, the regional distribution of 
the date varieties in the Kingdom, the names 
of 323 varieties in the different regions of the 
Kingdom, the nutritional value of dates, the 
heritage of the date palm tree in its relation to 
Arab life, organic farming of date palm in the 
Kingdom, transformational industries of the 
date palm tree, The second chapter projects 
the description, information and photos of 38  
most famous date varieties. Chapter three pro-
vides the description, information and photos 
of 129 of the less famous date varieties in the 
Kingdom. The description of dates was made 
for the three maturity stages, Bisr, Rutab and 
Tamar as relevant to each variety. The publica-
tion is meant to be simple, understandable and 
informative for all sectors.  

Distinguished Research / Studies
First Winner

Ministry of
Agriculture

Kindgdom of Saudi Arabia

2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

Whether sex chromosomes are differentiated is 
an important aspect of our knowledge of
dioecious plants, such as date palm (Phoenix 
dactylifera). In this crop plant, the female indi-
viduals produce dates, and are thus the more 
valuable sex. However, there is no way to iden-
tify the sex of date palm plants before repro-
ductive age, and the sex-determining mecha-
nism is still unclear.
To identify sex-linked microsatellite markers, 
we surveyed a set of 52 male and 55 female 
genotypes representing the geographical diver-
sity of the species.
We found three genetically linked loci that 
are heterozygous only in males. Male-specific 

alleles allowed us to identify the gender in 
100% of individuals. These results confirm the 
existence of an XY chromosomal system with 
a nonrecombining XY-like region in the date 
palm genome. The distribution ofYhaplotypes 
in western and eastern haplogroups allowed us 
to trace two male ancestral paternal lineages 
that account for all known Y diversity in date 
palm.
The very low diversity associated with Y haplo-
types is consistent with clonal paternal trans-
mission of a nonrecombining male-determin-
ing region. Our results establish the date palm 
as a biological model with one of the most 
ancient sex chromosomes in flowering plants.

Distinguished Research / Studies
Second Winner

Frédérique Aber-
lenc - Bertossi
France
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2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

The farm is located in an area called “ELHAMRA” in 
Garta village of SIDI OKBA district, wilaya of Biskra, It 
was founded in 1986, starting by digging two wells of 
150 m depth and 10 litters/s flux.
The area of the farm is 38 hectares with 16 hec-
tares planted with date palms; about 1600 palms of 
121/165 palms per hectares density, all was planted 
on three phases.
The varieties are : Deglet Nour , Gharess  ,Itima ,Aresh-
ti, Daghlah baida, Tantboushet, Meshi Delgelah , and 
other varieties of male palms , In addition to fruits 
trees , vegetables, fodder and livestock farming ..
There is lot of structures in the farm and equipments 
: like wells ,water basins , and water dam of 75000 m3 
, dripping and flooding irrigation networks ,transpor-
tation ,Tillage equipment and other small supplies , 
Also some buildings ; Store, , stable, cold room and 
two small houses,
The farm employ more than 35 workers between sea-
sonal and permanent, all qualified and supervised by 
an agriculture engineer specialized in date palms and 
dates production, and a veterinary doctor who fol-
lowed the livestock.
The annual works in the farm summarized in: soil till-
age and basin forming.                                                                        Fer-
tilization: we have two types of fertilization; in winter 
we proceed of deep fertilization with animals dung 
each three years, but covering soil with minerals ferti-
lizers is done regularly.
Irrigation: which is the most important; due the big 

need of water for the date-palm , and date produc-
tion, starting from the pollination till the beginning 
of ripening  , from February to September  using both 
ways of irrigation, dripping and flooding. The flooding 
way helps washing the roots from gathered salts.
Also we mention in this section all the procedures on 
the date palm’s head, and the most important is the 
pollination, starting with the appearance the male 
pollen spathes and collecting it , then pursuing the 
opening of the female spathes pollinating  the flowers. 
This procedure last from 2 to 3 months depending on 
the weather, after that and in the 6th month the dates 
bunches have to be reduced in order to protect them 
from breaking and scratching, as well as well attached 
and suspended. 
The treatment against the parasites (spiders (boufar-
oua) and mites) from the middle of June until august, 
spraying the bunches with a mixture of chemicals like 
Fosalone , lime and sulfur at least 4 or 5 times .
Covering the bunches with plastic bags happens right 
after trimming the dry leaves, and they are kept cov-
ered until the harvesting. The harvesting starts from 
October for some varieties.  
Sorting and packaging are in the farm. 
Despite the lack of the modern means of laboring the 
date palm, the results are very positives; the outcome 
of one date palm reaches 100 to 150 kgs, which is 100 
to 150 quintals of 1 hectare, which means that the in-
vestment of this blessed tree is an important activity 
for resources in the difficult Saharan regions.

Distinguished Producers
First Winner

Messaoud
Boumaraf

Algeria

2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

A method for the clarification of date juice and 
production of date liquid sugar was developed 
for the first time in our laboratory, using acid 
technique to precipitate and isolate the protein 
and pectic substance .More than 60% of the 
dates ( wet weight) was produced (70 0Brix ).
 It was found that the most suitable treatment 
for the precipitation of the protein and the 
pectic substance is between PH 2 - 3.5 . A re-
duction was found in the intensity of the color 
and the turbidity of the treated juice extract as 
compared to the untreated sample .At PH=3.5 
the intensity of the color decreased from 8465 
(untreated sample) to 1620  ICUMSA  and 
the turbidity decreased from 0.720 to 0.026. 
Positively and negatively charged ion exchange 

resin was used to remove the ash together with 
an adsorbent column for bleaching the date 
extracts.
This technique was also conducted successfully 
on a semi pilot plant scale using 10KG Zahdi 
date as raw material, more than 6KG liquid 
sugar was obtained. Iraqi patent was rewarded 
for this achievement.
 Parameters obtained from the semi pilot plant 
was utilized to produce date liquid sugar on 
an industrial scale using the date liquid sugar 
plant belongs to the golden company for the 
production of dates and food products (Private 
Sector ).We were able to produce 25 Ton date 
liquid sugar with a standard specification.

The Best New Tecnique
First Winner

Moayyad
Mohammed 
Rushdy Al-Hakim
Iraq
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S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

Taking into consideration the date harvesting 
and landholding capacities of the marginalized 
rural farmers in Oman, a 12 meter long and 2 
meter wide solar tunnel dryer was designed 
and constructed to dry about 180-200 kg of 
freshly harvested dates per batch. The half of 
the tunnel base was used as a flat plate air heat-
ing solar collector and the other half as a dryer. 
The drying air was forced from the collector 
region (South side) to the drying region (North 
side) of the half circled tunnel where the prod-
uct is to be dried. The drying temperature 
could be easily raised by some 5-30oC above 
the ambient temperature inside the tunnel at 
an air velocity of approximately 0.5 (m/sec). 
The test was conducted with 190.2 kg freshly 

harvested dates with initial moisture content 
of 32.8% (wet-basis) to analyze the perfor-
mance of the dryer. The dates were dried to a 
final average moisture content of 18.6% (wet-
basis) within two days (20 hours). The results 
indicated that the drying was faster in a solar 
tunnel dryer than the natural open air sun dry-
ing. It was possible to reach the moisture con-
tent level for safe storage within less than two 
days (20 hours) with a solar tunnel dryer and 
5-7 days in open air natural sun drying. The im-
provement in the quality of dates in terms of 
color and brightness was distinctly recognized. 
Keywords: Drying, dates, solar tunnel dryer, 
moisture content.

The Best New Tecnique
Second Winner

Dr. Mohammad 
Ali Basunia

Oman

2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

Al Foah L.L.C. is the largest dates receiving and pro-
cessing company in the United Arab Emirates where 
it receives the whole national production size. The 
actual received quantities are in continuous increase 
and they are expected to exceed 100,000 metric tons 
in the 2013 season. The receiving process is the most 
critical one due to its direct impact on dates quality.  
Thus, receiving ?   different date varieties from 16,000 
farms (?) within the shortest possible time period is 
a major challenge. 
 Al Foah L.L.C. had designed and successfully imple-
mented an integrated dates receiving, handling and 
storage system which showed remarkable efficiency 
in maintaining dates quality, flexibility towards in-
creasing quantities as well as highly organized move-
ment of farmers. The system was designed to utilize 
the most updated systems in communications, in-
formation technology and storage technology. The 
main components of this system are:
1- The Call Center
 It is the most important link with farmers where it 

is responsible for booking of dates receiving tim-
ings, booking of empty crates retrieving by farmers, 
follow up of farmers money payments, spreading 
of good farming practices, reply to inquiries and 
receiving of farmer complains. 

2- Farmers Database 
 It contains the most updated and detailed informa-

tion on each farm including date varieties and an-
nual production of the farm which is the basis for 
farm classification (small, medium and large).

3- Receiving Centers
   Al Foah reduced the number of receiving centers 

from 22 to 8 centers only but with much higher 
organization and efficiency where the waiting and 
delay times were reduced from 5 days to not more 
than 6 hours.  They have the following compo-
nents: 

- Infrastructure: includes receiving docs with pal-
let balances, control booth for every two docs, 
computer  to control the process (generates pallet 
stickers and payment bills) as well as date samples 
testing accessories. 

- Handling Equipment such as forklifts 
- Human Resources: The centers are operated mainly 

by UAE nationals whom were trained by Al Foah on 
all receiving process activities (e.g. dates classifica-
tion, dates count determination, infestation level 
testing and overall quality grading)

4- The Cold Stores: includes a well distributed highly 
controlled cold stores to accommodate the dates 
right after receiving according to carefully con-
trolled manner which makes their location and 
retrieving for processing quick and simple  

5- The ERP System: All receiving activities and in-
dividual storage location is monitored and con-
trolled by this system which prevents human error 
factor and gives the supervisors full access during 
the processing phase

Furthermore, this system represents one of Al Foah’s 
serious efforts in the achievement of sustainable de-
velopment through helping farmers to improve their 
crop quality and subsequently their income, reduc-
ing  crop losses, increasing the involvement of young 
UAE nationals in the dates industry via continuous 
training programs.  

The Best Dkevelopment Project
First Winner

Al Foah
Company L.L.C
United Arab Emirates
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S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

Professor P. Barry Tomlinson, born 1932 in 
Leeds (UK), is a Professor Emeritus of Har-
vard University, Cambridge, MA, USA. Among 
many other honors and awards, he was named 
a Doctor of Science honoriscausa of the Cana-
dian University of Guelph and he won the Gold 
Medal of the Linnean Society of London.In 
his 65 year and ongoing research career, Barry 
Tomlinson has worked in many research areas, 
including but not limited to the developmen-
tal morphology and architecture of palms. He 
hasexpanded our understanding of this impor-
tant group of higher plants. 

Professor Tomlinson is the doyen of palm bi-
ology, with numerous first class publications 
in first class journals. His recent (2011) book 

”The Anatomy of Palms”, an extensively illus-
trated volume and an impressive summary 
of his palm research, and his 1990 “Structural 
Biology of Palms” are required readings for all 
scientists working in palm biology. His most 
recent journal publication (at age 80), indi-
cating that certain palm cells show unusual 
longevity,triggered considerable discussions 
among plant cell biologists.Professor Tomlin-
son contributed substantially to our knowl-
edge of date palm structure, in written and 
even cinematographic form. However, he did 
not specialize in date palm research. Neverthe-
less, many of his data found in diverse palm 
species (including the above mentioned lon-
gevity) also apply to date palms and are essen-
tial for future work regarding this “blessed tree”. 

Distinguished Figure
Winner

Prof.
P.Barry Tomlinson
England

2014
S I X  S E S S I O N
ــة ــادس ــس الــــــدورة ال

Sudan ( the Arabic – Islamic country ) knew the cul-

tivation of this tree ages   ago ( since the old Nile civi-

lizations)    where researchers and scientists found its 

vestige in the pyramids and temples of the northern 

and middle Sudan .

  Date palm was one of the important crops in the 

last century where most of populations in northern 

Sudan depend upon it in their living, especially those 

who live on the Nile banks.

The human keen need of food increased as the time 

passed and this brought the necessity of increasing 

the cultivating areas, where other factors are avail-

able (fertile soil, climate and different sources of 

water).

This draws the care of (both official and public) to 

develop this tree. And consequently emerged the 

idea of establishing the Sudanese Date Palm Society 

in  2003/10/1.  

With certain goals one of which is the developmental 

project  mentioned  above.

 -   Sudanese Date Palm Society is a voluntary endow-

ment society that takes care of and

 looks after date palm.                                                                                                                       

- The Secretary General  of the society, Prof. Ahmed 

Ali Guneif  who  was an ex-minister of Agriculture 

and  is currently the advisor of the Arab  Agricultural 

Development Corporation  he is also    the  advisor of  

the Agricultural Revival Board of Sudan.

  The  Assistant Secretary General of the Society is 

Hashim Haroon Ahmed.( ex- minister of Khartoum 

State and  is currently  Head of Sudanese Olympic 

Committee ,and active member of Sudan Endow-

ments Board, )  in addition to that Hashim Haroon is 

considered the real founder  of this society (Sudanese 

Date Palm Society ) .

The  Secretary General  of the committee  is  Dr. Nasr 

eldin Shuglami  ( nourishment  specialist, head of sev-

eral voluntary societies and one of which is the con-

sumer protection society beside many other scholars 

like Dr.  Awad Ahmed Osman (ex-coordinator ) of 

dry areas researches and studies ) ,  and  Professor 

Hussein Daoud ( scholar in date palm field ) , Pro-

fessor Mohamed Mohmed Ali Khairi ( the famous 

scholar  Date Palm studies in the Arabic world ) .         

The Best Development Project
Second Winner

Association plam 
cultivation & care 

of the Sudanese
Sudan



Year Book Six Session 2014   72 - 73

ABU DHABI EMIRATES PALACE 16/03/2014 أب�����وظ�����ب�����ي ق����ص����ر اإلم�����������ارات
KHALIFA INTERANTIONAL DATE PALM AWARD
ج�������ائ�������زة خ����ل����ي����ف����ة ال������دول������ي������ة ل����ن����خ����ي����ل ال���ت���م���ر
AWARD DISTRIBUTION CEREMONY ح����ف����ل ت����ك����ري����م ال���ف���ائ���زي���ن


