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They used to say that:
Agriculture has no future, but
with thanks to God and our
determination we succeeded
in turning the desert into a
green land.

The late Sheikh

Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
(May God Bless His Soul)

Today we stress to pursue
the same approach and give
our support to complete the
institutional and legislative
bodies and consolidate the
government
and
people
efforts to preserve and protect
environment and wildlife.

H.H. Sheikh

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the United Arab Emirates
Founder and Patron of the Award
(God protect Him)

The genius of the Late
Sheikh Zayed in the field of
agriculture lie in challenging
the impossible, this gives a
leading example to follow
and to believe that there is no
barrier against achieving our
all dreams for a better future.

H.H. Sheikh

Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
Deputy Supreme Commander of
the UAE Armed Forces

The patronage of H.H. Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE President’s (God protects
Him), to Khalifa International
Date Palm Award has granted
it excellence and leadership to
reach a global prestige as the
first specialized scientific award
for date palm sector worldwide.
We are proud of this award,
which contributed constructively
and actively in the development
of the date palm sector on a
global level, and has become a
bright event in the Emirates track
record of achievements in all
international forums. The award
highlighted the civilization of
the UAE, and is actually playing
a constructive role in improving
Date Palm cultivation as a part
of our prestigious heritage and
our bright present.

H.H. Sheikh

Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Presidential Affairs

We express today our deep
gratitude to His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, UAE President
(God protects Him) for his
wise decision to establish this
Award and his strong support
for it and his keen interest to
encourage all efforts aimed at
the continued improvement of
date palm cultivation and the
enhancement of its processing
and even place UAE to be a
leading center for research,
development and production
and all what is related to this
fruitful and blessed tree.

H.H. Sheikh

Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Minister of Tolerance
President of the Award’s Board of Trustees

Introduction of the Secretary General to the Yearbook
of the Ninth Session, 2017

An Eventful Year under Honorable Patronage
and a Bright Future

While Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
is entering its tenth year 2007-2017, the Secretariat General of the Award
is honored to put between your hands all achievements of the past year,
namely within the Yearbook of the Award for the Ninth Session 2016/2017,
through which we shall complement the success and leadership career the
Award has assumed over ten years and during which it has achieved a lot
of accomplishments and gains which effectively and largely influenced the
date palm sector, in particular, and agricultural sector, in general, at the Arab
and international levels. With an outlook vision, the Award has managed to
distinctively highlight this important sector and to draw a brighter future for
those serving the blessed tree and the agricultural sector in general, through
the support and honoring such a sector is having and up to its significance in
securing food and nourishment by providing creative and innovative solutions
in accordance with the best practices conducive to fostering of the food security
of peoples and communities around the world.
The achieved success and the characteristic imprint the Award has left over
the last decade made us feel proud and were thanks to the great support
and kind patronage of the Award’s owner and sponsor H.H Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates (God protects
Him). The Award has been honored by bearing His Highness’ name and by
having his patronage to realize such a prestige and leadership worldwide. His
Highness’ honor of establishing “Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation” has further emphasized the keenness and attention he
has rendered to date palm tree and agricultural innovation towards ensuring a
better future for this sector as a cornerstone of the global food security.
The attention and support of H.H, Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Higher Commander of the Armed Forces,
have also had a great effect on the Award’s achievement of unique and quality
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accomplishments in addition to the support and follow-up of H.H Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs,
who rendered the Award special attention and constant and industrious follow-up.
The Award has been keen to translate the constructive visions and ideas of His
Highness to achieve widespread and gain attention at the most important Arab
and international forums. Moreover; the attention and follow-up of H.E Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Board
of Trustees of the Award, have largely influenced the gains and successes the
Award has achieved at all levels.
We, the Secretariat General of the Award, are confident that the future would
be lovelier and that our giving would be greater. The Award would spare
no effort to play a bigger role and dramatically affect the agricultural scene
by its comprehensiveness and distinctive support and sponsorship of all the
activities and events related to date palm sector and agricultural innovation
at the Arab and International levels. We are confident and hopeful that
the award would maintain leadership and brilliance and would receive the
attention and participation of the most important international institutions and
organizations as well as influential personalities, including experts, scientists,
growers and academics within a steady and purposeful methodology, which
honestly translates the visions and attention of H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates (God protects Him). As such,
the Award would add extra achievements to the Emirates golden record at the
most important platforms and forums and highlight His Highness’ attention
and keenness to develop the date palm sector and agricultural innovation.
The Yearbook you have in hands, and while monitoring and documenting
the activities, events and programs where the Award took part and provided
sponsorship and support at the local, Arab and international levels during
the Award’s Ninth Session-2016/2017, consists as well the fruitful harvest of
concreted efforts and investment of ideas, science and technology for serving
the agricultural sector, in general. It also emphasizes that Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation would steadily and confidently
proceed forward to achieve leadership and excellence and to draw the outline of
a yet brighter future for the date palm sector and agricultural innovation within
an approach of equal opportunities, transparency, clarity and embracing of ideas
and projects intended to achieve a distinctive imprint and quality shift in the
international agricultural sector up to the vision of the wise leadership and the
pioneering position the United Arab Emirates is occupying at the world’s level.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid

Secretary General
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
Abu Dhabi, December 2017
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Chapter Two

Reports

The Secretariat General of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation

Moves its headquarter to the capital Abu Dhabi

The Secretariat General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation completed movement and settlement procedures of the
new headquarter of the Award in the capital Abu Dhabi.
The work team of the Award started their activities at the new headquarter at
Tower A of Al-Jaziara Club Building as from August 1st, 2016.
Activities of Al Ain office have been restricted to receiving participations and
follow-up of the participants in the Award’s activities and events, including the
main Award, “Date Palm in World’s Eyes” Photography Competition and “Date
Palm in Poets’ Tongue” international Poetry Competition.
For further information:
Headquarter in the capital Abu Dhabi
P.O.B 3641, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates
Tel: 009712304999, Fax: 0097123049990, WhatsApp: 00971506230066,
E-mail: sg@kiaai.ae, Website: www.kiaai.ae
Special Coordination Office for receiving participations in the Award, Al Ain
Tel: 0097137832434, Fax: 0097137832550
E-mail: info@kiaai.ae, Website: www.kiaai.ae
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Under the Patronage of H.H Governor of Al-Fujairah,

Nahayan Mabarak, guest of honor at the 5th Arab
Investment in Food Security Conference/2016

“Celebrating Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, where I am honored to preside its Board of Trustees and which has
enough pride to carry the name of our father, H.H President of the UAE (God
cherishes him), as a guest of honor in the conference is a kind and appreciated
initiative”.
The above was quoted from a the speech of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Board of Trustees during
opening of the 5th Arab Investment in Food Security Conference, under the
patronage of H.H Sheikh Hamad Bin Mohamad Al Sharqi, Crown Prince of
Al Fujairah, organized by Al-Fujairah Chamber of Commerce and Industry
from May 3 to 4, 2016 in partnership with the Federation of Arab Chambers
of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture, Ministry of Climatic Change and
Environment and UAE Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry and
in cooperation with the Arab Organization of Agricultural Development of the
Arab League, UN Food and Agriculture Organization “FAO” and the Arab
Fund of Food Industries.
His Highness added that, Thank God, the Award has become internationally
prestigious and attracts to its arena a lot of researchers, experts and scholars
in addition to growers and those interested in agricultural development within
a spacious range to present ideas, researches and global researches. It is also
an important bridge for communication of knowledge around the world to
contribute (God’s willing) to working out innovative solutions in the field of
agriculture and realization of food security in the world and, rather to make
work in the agricultural sector an actually significant part of the knowledge
society, which is undisputedly the society of the present and future.
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Expressed thanks to the wise leadership

Nahayan Mabarak and Suhail Al Mazrouie
visit Liwa Rutab Festival
H.E Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mabarak
Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance,
and H.E. Suhail Bin Mohamad
Faraj Fares Al Mazrouie, Minister of
Energy, visited Liwa Rutab Festival
on July 26, 2016 and showed
admiration of the progress they
have witnessed in the Western
Region, in general, and the Festival
in particular.
During their tour of the pavilions of Liwa Rutab Festival, H.E Sheikh Nahyan
Bin Mabarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance, and H.E Suhail Bin Mohamad
Faraj Fares Al Mazrouie, Minister of Energy, accompanied by the Festival
Director, Obeid Al Mazruoie, and a number of the Western Region’s officials,
expressed thanks and appreciation of the wise leadership of H.H Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, President of the United Arab Emirates (God protects
him), H.E Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Higher Commander of the Armed Forces, for their support to such
important and qualitative events and highly estimated the efforts of Sheikh
Hamdan Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Representative of Western Region Governor,
and the sponsorship of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, of such events.
H.E Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mabarak Al Nahyan and H.E Suhail Al Mazrouie,
praised the good organization, quality of the Rutab and the development of
dates production methods which made dates globally competitive, thanks to the
support and follow-up of the wise leadership and the special attention rendered
to this region.
H.E Sheikh Nahyan Bin Mabarak Al Nahyan and H.E Suhail Al Mazrouie
then visited the pavilions of the handicrafts made from palm fronds and other
pavilions of the Exhibition.
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Represented by the Secretariat General of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation

UAE Demonstrates the Experience of Liwa
Oasis before the UN Convention on Climate
Change “COP22”

The Secretariat General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation participated with a work paper in the United Nation
Convention on Climate Change or the so-called the Conference of the Parties
of “COP 22” of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), hosted by Marakesh city in the Kingdom of Morocco from October
7 to 18, 2016 under the title “Urban and Rural Areas Resilience Program.
Oasis Cities Adaptation of COP21 Paris Agreement”.
Professor Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award and Agricultural Innovation, The Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations Goodwill Ambassador to the United Arab
Emirates and Agricultural Advisor at the UAE Ministry of Presidential Affairs,
submitted a work paper entitled “Sustainable Development and Food Security
in Desert Regions. Introduction to Date Palm Cultivation”, in which he pointed
out the importance of the” Urban and Rural Areas Resilience Program. Oasis
Cities Adaptation of COP21 Paris Agreement”, which aims to evaluate existing
oasis cities and their symbiosis with rural areas in order to propose solutions for
economic growth, jobs capacity and resilience building. The program goal is
also to create viable and alternative livelihood strategies for oases inhabitants
while protecting and conserving the biodiversity and cultural knowledge.
He stressed, as well, the importance of the Oasis in United Arab Emirates
as representing a model to be followed by other oases in terms of ability to
adapt with the climatic changes variables and possession of vital cohesion at
the social, human and cultural level, an economic infrastructure ensuring its
ability to adapt and accommodate the variables and creation of alternative
job opportunities for the natives while preserving the cultural heritage and
biodiversity in the Western Region of Abu Dhabi.
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Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation Participates in
SIAL Middle East 2016, in Abu Dhabi
The Secretariat General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation participated in SIAL Middle East 2016, hosted by the
capital, Abu Dhabi, from 5 to 7 December 2016 at Abu Dhabi Exhibition
Centre, under the auspices of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs and President of the
Board of Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority, and the presence of H.E Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Date Palm Award for agricultural
innovation, through a large pavilion representing nine years of the Award’s
support and embrace of the best practices of date palm, agricultural innovation
and world food security being highlighted during the exhibition.

On this occasion, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Agricultural Advisor of Ministry of
Presidential Affairs and Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, stressed that SIAL Middle East is an
important milestone and a fruitful event, allowing the opportunity for exchange
of experience and knowledge among the framers, manufactures, suppliers
and producers of food in the Middle East and for getting acquainted with the
latest applications of agricultural innovation for achievement of food security.
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Represented by Ministry of Climatic Change and Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm & Agricultural Innovation

UAE Continues its Successes in the International
Dates Forum In Erfoud - Morocco

United Arab Emirates continued its successes among the participating
countries in the International Dates Forum - Seventh Edition 2016, opened
by H.E Al Sharqi Al Dhreis, the Delegated Minister to Ministry of Interior, and
H.E Mohamad Al Sadiqi, Minister of Labor with wide official Arab participation
including, Kingdom of Jordan, Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and others in Erfoud city of Rashidieh Region, organized
by Ministry of Agriculture and Fishing from October 27 to 30, 2016. UAE was
represented by Ministry of Climatic Change and Environment and Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation.
The pavilion of the United Arab Emirates captured the attention of the Forum’s
quests and visitors. H.E the Secretary General of Kingdom of Morocco and H.E
Minister of Interior visited the Award’s pavilion and expressed their appreciation
of the efforts exerted by the United Arab Emirates and the Secretariat General
of the Award for support and development of the date palm sector in the Arab
region and the world.
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Launching of the Seventh Edition of Date Palm Festival
in Khartoum, October 2016

The Award Participates with Sudan in the
Date Palm Festival
Invited by the Sudanese Date Palm Society, the General Secretariat of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation participated in the
9th Date Palm Festival in Sudan from October 18 to 24, 2016 in the capital
Khartoum under the patronage of Lt. General Bakri Hasan Saleh, 1st Vice President
of the Republic of Sudan and in the presence of the Federal Minister of Agriculture,
Agriculture Ministers of the Sudanese States, companies active in the field of date
palm and dates producers.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid,
Secretary General of Khalifa
International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation
emphasized
that such a participation
represents part of the
Award’s commitment to
introduce targeted groups at
the Arab and international
levels to the Award’s activities
and its role in motivating workers in date palm and dates production sector,
enabling them to participate in the categories of the Award and promoting
competitiveness among the various parties at the Arab and international levels.
He also praised the efforts of the Sudanese Date Palm Society for their good
organization of the Festival, stressing the support of the Award’s Secretariat
General to such efforts towards wheeling forward the development of date
palm and dates production sector in Sudan due to its positive impact at both
individuals and families levels given that the date palm represents an essential
part of the Sudanese social life.
On his part, Mr. Hashem Haroun, Secretary General of the Board of Trustees
of the Sudanese Date Palm Society, praised the participation of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation as a value-added
for the Festival, which encourages and motivates productivity of growers and
exhibitors and creates a kind of fair competition. This event contributes to the
support and development of date palm cultivation and production of dates
in Sudan through the deployment of cognitive awareness of the importance
of dates as well as allowing marketing opportunities and opening of export
horizons through exchange of information in the field of display and packaging.
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Invited by the Secretariat General of Khalifa International
award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation

German Expert, Michael Hermann Concludes
An Assessment Visit to Siwa Oasis and City

Coordinated and supported by the Secretariat General of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, the German expert Michael
Hermann and the accompanying FAO delegation, headed by Prof. Muhamad
Al Ansari, in cooperation with the Desert Research Institute, headed by
Prof. Naeem Museilhee, concluded their assessment visit to Siwa Oasis and
city on March 12, 2016. The visit was supervised by Prof. Amjad Al Qadhi,
representative of the Egyptian Ministry of Trade and Industry and was in
preparation for their certification among “Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage Systems”, known as “GIAHS”, being an initiative launched by the
Food and Agriculture Organization in 2002 for dynamic conservation of such
systems and their multiple commodities and services for achieving food and life
security for the present and future generations.
The visit of the German expert, which
lasted 8 days, focused on field work and
on studying the historical diversity of date
palm and crop breeding, processing and
marketing as well as the agricultural
biodiversity of plants other than date palm,
especially local varieties such a “Siwa’s
Mint ”. The visit covered a local food
production facility using unconventional
cooking methods. The expert also
inspected the conventional agricultural
practices such as seeding, irrigation,
harvest and the agricultural cycle. He
visited, as well, the traditional handicrafts
centers, using agricultural raw materials
from date pam and other plants.
He studied and compared the agricultural data and statistics of acquisition of
land, distribution and sizes of occupancy, the geographical information systems,
statistics about hydrology and salinity, educational practices and sustainability
issues. The German expert was keen to meet the agricultural associations and
the civil organizations at Siwa and listed to their opinions. He was also keen to
meet the Sheikhs and people of Siwa and to share with them the research plan
and technical aspects of the report.
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Khalifa International Award for Date Palm participates
in a working paper at the

“Integrated and Sustainable Management
of Oases” Forum, Zagora, Morocco.

Professor Abdelouahhab Zaid, Goodwill Ambassador of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, “FAO”, and Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm & Agricultural Innovation General Secretary, confirmed that
the choice of the city of Zagora as a platform to discuss various visions and
perspectives of Integrated and Sustainable Management of Oases at this
scientific forum. This is a strong indication to the successful decentralized
approach adopted in this sector, which reflects the aspiration towards a policy
that shortly intend to convert our oases to oases of lush, green paradise; due to
the made efforts, and to the successful Green Morocco Program.
This came through the participation of the
Khalifa International Award in the International
Workshop on: Integrated and Sustainable
Management of Oases, which was organized
by The National Agency for the Development
of Oases and Argan, Institute of Agronomy and
Veterinary Sciences Hassan II and The National
Institute for Agronomic Research,12-15 April
2016, Zagora, Morocco. The Workshop was
in partnership with the International Center of
Research for Agricultural Development, The
Interprofessional federation and Horticulture, and
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation in the UAE. The Workshop
was held under the patronage of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries, Kingdom of Morocco.
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To promote its presence in the most important forums

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation participates in the
events of Abu Dhabi International Book Fair
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
participated in the events of the 26th Abu Dhabi International Book Fair, held
under the auspices of H.H Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Higher Commander of the Armed Forces, at
Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre from April 27th, 2016 till May 3rd instant.
Presence of the Award within the Fair’s galleries was an added value of peculiar
culture to the events. Through a distinctive pavilion, Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation showed its most significant
achievements and gains at the Arab and global levels as value added to
the agricultural innovation and date palm sectors, given that it is the sole
specialized scientific award at the world’s level and enjoys the attention of the
most important researchers, experts and international organizations involved in
agricultural innovation and date palm.
On this occasion, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation emphasized that
the Award’s participation in the events of Abu Dhabi International Book Fair
gave the Award special attention and achieved wider spread for the Award due
to the importance of the Fair and the number of visitors and the variety of the
Fair’s events, rendering it thereby a distinctive destination for the intellectuals,
readers and seekers of knowledge and excellence.
The Award’s pavilion received wide interest from visitors and those interested in
agricultural innovation and date palm tree, including growers, researchers and
academics who were all keen to visit the pavilion and to get acquainted with
the Award’s activities, publications and the requirements of participation in its
categories.
The educational publications issued by Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation and displayed through its participation in the
Fair, were met by great interest from the researchers, scholars and academics
due to the studies, projects and scientific researches they contained. The most
important publications provided by the Award were: issues of the “Blessed Tree
Magazine”, the “Award’s Yearly Book”, the “Winners Book” and the photo
album of the “Date Palm in World Eye” photography competition in addition
to introductory booklets, educational publications and C.D’s, copies of which
interested people were keen to acquire.
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Opening of Nomination for the Ninth
Session of Khalifa International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation 2017

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
announced opening of nominations for its 9th Session for all interested
applicants to all categories of the Award as from Sunday, May 8th, 2016 and
until Sunday, October 30th, 2016.
The above announcement was made during a special press conference held
today by the Award’s Secretariat General at the Emirates Palace Hotel on
May 8th, 2016 in the presence of a great number of Arab and foreign media
representatives and an audience of individuals and organizations interested in
date palm and agricultural innovation sector.
At the beginning of the conference, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary
General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation welcomed the attendees and extended thanks and appreciation
to H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab
Emirates (God protects Him) for his honorable establishment of the Award and
for his patronage and great support of the Award as one of the most important
causes of its success and leadership at the Arab and international levels.
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His Excellency conveyed, as well, the greetings of H.E Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, to the media
representatives and stressed His Excellency’ appreciation of their good efforts in
keeping up with the Award and giving it due attention up to its leading position.
He pointed out that, on March
15th last and under the patronage
of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential
Affairs, proclamation of Khalifa
International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation
was announced as an honor and
supreme decision by H.H Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the United Arab
Emirates (God protects Him), to
emphasize His Highness’ interest
and patronage of the date palm
and agricultural innovation sector
to enhance the prestige, United Arab Emirates has reached at the level of
agricultural sector and to create a quality leap and a new era in agricultural
innovation and date palm sector at the local, Arab and international levels.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation said that, with a larger scope and
multiple categories, the Award has come to complete the successful career of
Khalifa International Date Palm Award, which set out in 2007 to achieve great
accomplishments and a lot of gains over eight years and was able to change
the reality of date palm and agricultural sector at the world’s level through
hundreds of researches, studies and modern techniques. He pointed out the
participations in the Award over seven years exceeded 1000 participations from
growers and researchers representing 39 countries around the world.
Prof. Abdelouahhab, Zaid the Secretary General said: “Today, and as we are
announcing opening of nominations for the 9th Session of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, we are setting out with
confident steps based on well-established foundations, inspired by the immortal
saying of the founding Leader Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (God rest
his soul in peace) “Give me agriculture and I will guarantee civilization for
you”, as agriculture is the title of civilization and a main reason of progress and
prosperity and a pillar of the economy of modern state.”
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OUTSTANDING PRESENCE AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION
OF KHALIFA INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR DATE PALM
AND AGRIGULTURAL INNOVATION IN

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR
INVESTMENT IN DATE PALM SECTOR IN OMAN
Within the framework of its keenness to be actively present in all the events
and activities related to date palm tree and agricultural innovation and within
a strategy aiming at promotion of its substantial role in the date palm sector
at the local, Arab and international levels, Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation participated in the International Conference for
Investment in Date Palm Sector held in Oman from the 23rd till 25th of May instant.
The conference was organized by
Directorate-General of Million Date
Palm Plantation Project at the Diwan
of Royal Court Oman and attended
by a large number of interested
international organizations in the
field of date palm and agriculture.
Participation
of
Khalifa
International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation
was upon an invitation received
from the Higher Organizational
Committee of the Conference as
a confirmation of its active and
significant role in such conferences,
where the Award has achieved
leadership, excellence and success.
H.E Dr. Fuad Bin Jaafer Al Sajwani, Omani Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries, praised Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, and stressed, during his visit to the Award’s pavilion at the exhibition
accompanying the Conference, that Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation has effectively contributed to a quality and distinctive
leap in the agricultural sector, in general, and date palm sector, in particular and
added, through hundreds of researches, projects and studies, new ideas and
visions which upgraded this sector at both Arab and global levels. His Excellency
praised, as well, the Award’s great efforts through effective participation in all
the activities and events of date palm and expressed his confidence that the
Award would proceed with the successful career it has initiated and would add
yet further gains to date palm sector and agricultural sector in general.
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Active Participation of Award in

Liwa Rutab Festival 2016
The Secretariat General of Khalifa
International Award for date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation participated,
through a special pavilion, in Liwa
Rutab Dates Festival, organized by the
Committee of Management of Festivals
and Cultural and Heritage Programs
in Abu Dhabi in the Western Region of
Abu Dhabi Emirate from July 20 to 30,
2016. The Award was honored by the
visit of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and

President of the Board of Trustees of the Award and H.E Prof. Thani Al Zayoudi,
Minister of Climatic Change and Environment.
The Award’s periodical participation in the Festival consists an opportunity to
communicate with the growers, producers, technicians and date palm lovers of
the people of the Western Region, the UAE in general and the festival visitors.
The Festival is an attraction point for all dates producers at the UAE and GCC
countries level due to its position and services and to being an opportunity for
exchange of experiences among growers, producers and specialists.
The pavilion undertook an introductory and advertising role of Khalifa
International Award for Date palm and agricultural Innovation and explained
the Award’s conditions, categories and financial rewards of the top winners.
The growers were encouraged to participate in the Award and a clarification
was provided for the Award’s schedule in terms of submitting nomination
applications, classification of the applications which fulfill the requirements,
assessment of the applications by the scientific jury of the Award and, then,
announcement of the winners names in the first week of February 2017 and the
honoring ceremony within March 2017.
The public were introduced, as well, to the participation conditions in the
photography competition and the brochure and application form of the
competition were distributed to the visitors and the amateur and professional
photographers who visited the festival or accompanied the press delegations.
The visitors of the exhibition got also acquainted with the terms and conditions
of participation in the “Date Palm in Poet’s Tongue” poetry competition
launched by the Award in Nabati poetry this year and which happens to be the
first of its kind at the world’s level.
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Active Participation of Award in

Liwa Ajman Rutab Dates Festival 2016
The Secretariat General of
Khalifa International Award
for date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation
participated,
through a special pavilion,
in Liwa-Ajman Rutab Dates
Festival, organized by the
Touristic
Development
Department in Ajman from
July 27 to 29, 2016. The Award
was honored by the visit of
H.H Sheikh Amar Bin Hamid
Al Nuaiemi, Crown Prince of
Ajman and H.E Prof. Thani Al
Zayoudi, Minister of Climatic
Change and Environment.
The Award’s periodical participation
in the Festival consists an opportunity
to communicate with the growers,
producers, technicians and date
palm lovers of the people of the
Western Region, the UAE in general
and the festival visitors. The Festival
is an attraction point for all dates
producers at the UAE and GCC
countries level due to its position and
services and to being an opportunity
for exchange of experiences among
growers, producers and specialists.
The Award team also introduced to the visitors and participants the objectives
of Khalifa International Award for Date palm and agricultural Innovation and
explained the Award’s conditions, categories and financial rewards of the top
winners. They also encouraged the growers to participate in the Award and
clarified the Award schedule in terms of submitting nomination applications,
classification of the applications which fulfill the requirements, assessment of
the applications by the scientific jury of the Award and, then, announcement
of the winners names in the first week of February 2017 and the honoring
ceremony within March 2017.
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Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation participates in the

5th Date Palm Exhibition in Dibba Al-Hosn 2016

Within a purposeful strategy and keenness on active presence in all the activities
and events related to date palm tree, Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation participated in the 5th Date Palm Festival, organized
by the Municipality of Dibba Al-Hosn from October 12 to 15, 2016 in Dibba
Al-Hisn. The Festival was opened in the presence of H.E Mattar Al-Khashri,
Director of Diwan Al-Amiri in Dibba Al-Hisn and H.E Eng. Ali Ahmad Seif Bin
Yaaruf, Chairman of the Municipal Council in Dibba Al-Hisn amid a large
presence of the participating parties and local and governmental departments.
The exhibition celebrates the
fragrant heritage of the historical
standing of date palm as an
important part of the cultural
and historical heritage, where
date palm has been, and still is,
a symbol of giving, and highlights
the nutritional value represented
by the date palm as well as the
benefits of the byproducts our
fathers and mothers make with
their own hands.
The Award’s participation was through a special pavilion where publications
were displayed and included documentation of the Award’s activities and
accomplishments over seven years of its age. The pavilion had a large number
of visitors and those interested in date palm. They were provided with full
explanation about the Award, its objectives, how to run for participation in its
categories and the conditions and criteria of nomination.
Booklets and brochures about date palm tree were also distributed and the
growers and researchers were provided with application forms for nomination
to the new session.
Upon his visit to the Award’s pavilion during opening of the Exhibition, Bin Yaaruf,
Chairman of the Municipal Council of Dibba Al-Hisn praised the accomplishments
of the Award at the local and international levels in serving the blessed tree as
well as workers in this field, including growers, producers, researchers and others.
Mr. Mohammad Abdallah, Chairman of the Organizational Committee of the Festival
expressed his happiness at the Award’s annual participation, as an added value to
the Festival and encouraging the growers to participate in the Award’s categories.
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KHALIFA International AWARD FOR DATE
PALM AND AGRIGULTURAL INNOVATION THE
PEOPLE OF SIWA OASIS IN EGYPT CELEBRATE
OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE SECOND EGYPTIAN
DATES FESTIVAL
Under the patronage of the Egyptian President, H.E Abdelfattah Al Sisi, and
behalf of His Excellency, opening of the Second Egyptian Dates Festival was
officially celebrated the day before yesterday, Friday noon, at Siwa Oasis in
Egypt. The Festival has been organized by Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation for three days. The ceremony started when
H.E Eng. Tarek Qabil, Minister of Trade and Industry, cut the ribbon marking
opening of Siwa Dates Factory, which the Secretariat General of Khalifa
International Award and Agricultural Innovation has undertaken to rehabilitate
and commission after having been stopped for almost ten years.

The opening ceremony was attended by H.E Jumaa Mubarak Aljunaibi, UAE
Ambassador in Cairo and its permanent Delegate to the Arab League and
Prof. Abelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and the accompanying delegation, H.E
Dr. Issam Fayed, Egyptian Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation, H.E
Gen. Alaa’ Abu Zeid, Governor of Matruh and H.E Gen. Mahmoud Eshmawee,
Governor of Alwadi Aljadid. The ceremony was also attended by H.E Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Cairo, ambassadors of other countries, representatives of
concerned international organizations, the participant experts of the Scientific
Conference of the Festival, tribal sheikhs and the people of Siwa.
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They all visited the various parts of the factory where they got acquainted with
the manufacturing process from the very beginning till end, packaging of the
various types of plain dates, dates stuffed with nuts and coated with chocolate
in addition to extraction of molasses and paste, utilizing the modern machines
and equipment the Award has provided to the Factory.
The final rehabilitation and commissioning cost of the factory comes to EGP Five
Million and the anticipated production for 2016/2017 is 3,000 Tons of dates
(Siwee variety) and various products and packages. The estimated maximum
production capacity for the next three years, however, will be 19,000 Tons.
Everyone then moved to the Grand Auditorium of the Olympic Village where
Egyptian officials delivered speeches on this occasion before a large audience
and crowds of Siwa people. They expressed thanks of both the Egyptian
leadership and people to H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, President
of the United Arab Emirates for His interest in continuous support of Egypt.
They also thanked H.H Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Higher Commander of the Armed Forces and H.H
Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Presidential Affairs for their generous support to Egypt.

They further expressed their sincere thanks and gratitude to H.H Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Nahayan who instructed annual holding of the Dates Festival as
well as rehabilitation and commissioning of Siwa Dates Factory. They extended
their thanks, as well, to H.E Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak AL Nahayan, Minister of
Tolerance and President of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation for his instructions to direct the festival
in the best way in terms of organization and management.
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At the beginning of the ceremony, however, H.E Jumaa Mubarak Aljunaibi
delivered a speech in which he pointed out that the support of His Highness the
President of UAE and H.H Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahayan to the Award,
as organizer of the festival, is an evidence of the profound relations between the
two brotherly countries and their leaderships, governments and peoples.
He added that the honorable instructions of Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed for
rehabilitation and commissioning of Siwa Dates Factory represent a shinning
page of such solid relations and enhance the mutual cooperation, especially
in the field of agriculture and date palm towards upgrading them on the Arab
and international levels.
He then conveyed the greetings of H.E Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
to the Egyptian officials and his hopes that the Festival would achieve good
results in the field of date palm cultivation and processing with the re-opening
of the factory.
He also spoke about another accomplishment of the United Arab Emirates and
the Award, namely certification of Siwa as a “Globally Important Agricultural
Heritage System”, pointing out that Siwa is the first Egyptian city so certified.
His Excellency concluded his speech that the UAE Embassy in Egypt contributed
to the success of the First Egyptian Dates Festival last year and would spare no
effort to provide all possible facilities for the annual festivals.
EGP 220,000 were then distributed by Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation to the winners of the twelve categories of the
Festival’s competition.
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These categories are: the best producing farmer of “Siwee (Saidee)” date
variety; the best research submitted for development of date palm cultivation
and date techniques; the best model of folkloric product of date palm’s cellulose;
the best farmer having multiple varieties of date palm; the best applicable
techniques; the best organic agriculture applied with benefiting from wastes;
the best new date product; the best factory and house for date packaging; the
best designer of dates packages; the best figure or association serving Siwa
and the West Oases; the distinctive varieties other than Siwee and the best
eco-neighborhood.
On the sidelines of the opening ceremony, Ministry of Trade and Industry and
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation signed a letter of intent with
the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization “FAO” to develop the
supply and value chain of dates sector in Egypt and to provide support to small
and medium farmers towards increase of the added value of Egyptian dates
and producing high quality dates.
The two ministries signed a similar letter of intent with the United Nations
Industrial Development Program “UNIDO” to achieve comprehensive and
sustainable industrial development towards support of the date palm sector in
Egypt, particularly in Minya and Luxor Governorates, in the field of improvement
of the production practices of farmers, support of the integrate management
of pest control, post-harvest technical assistance and for preparation and
marketing and creation of job opportunities.
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Jumaa Mubarak Al Junaibi: We are Keen to
Distinction of The Realtionship Between
United Arab Emirates and Arab Republic
of Egypt and to Strengthen The Bonds of
Mutual Cooperation on The Agricultural
Sector, Particularly in The Field of Date Palm
The United Arab Emirates conveyed the good news of certification of Siwa
City as a “Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System”, and thereby Siwa
would be the first Egyptian city so certified and would get “GIAHS” certificate
from the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization “FAO”. Such
an achievement, added to the Golden Record of the United Arab Emirates- a
track record of considerable accomplishments at the Arab and global levels- is
the culmination of efforts exerted by the United Arab Emirates, represented
by Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in
cooperation with Food and Agricultural Organization “FAO” and the Desert
Research Centre of Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation.
The above was in the speech of H.E
Eng. Jumaa Mubarak Aljunaibi, UAE
Ambassador to the Arab Republic of
Egypt and its Permanent Delegate
to the Arab League, during the
opening ceremony of the Second
Egyptian Dates Festival at Siwa/2016,
Friday noon, October 28, 2016,
upon the honorable guidance of
H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahayan, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential Affairs,
as represented by the sponsorship,
support and organization of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation of Egyptian
Dates Festival at Siwa within the period from October 27 to 29, 2106 after
the remarkable success the 1st session of the festival in 2015 had achieved
and through which the 2nd session could be held under the auspices of H.E
Abdelfattah Al Sisi, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, emphasizing
thereby the profound mutual relationships between the two brotherly countries
and the great confidence given to us by H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahayan, President of the United Arab Emirates (God protects Him) as well as
the confidence of H.E Abdelfattah Al Sisi, President of the Arab Republic of
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Egypt, for working together towards development of the date palm sector in the
Arab Republic of Egypt as the main objective of the Festival.
During the opening ceremony, attended by H.E Eng. Tareq Qabil, Minister of
Trade and Industry- representing H.E President Abdelfattah Al Sisi, H.E Dr.
Issam Fayed, Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation, H.E Dr. Ghada
Wali, Minister of Social Solidarity, H.E Gen. Alaa’ Abu Zeid, Governor of Matruh
and Prof. Abelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and Goodwill Ambassador of “FAO”,
Aljunaibi added that we, in the United Arab Emirates and Arab Republic of
Egypt, are working together for upgrading date palm sector, support and
activation of date palm agriculture and finding solutions for the problems the
Egyptian farmer is facing such as lack of quality varieties and contribution to
control of date palm pests in addition to quality improvement of production and
packaging and finding of successful marketing solutions towards raising the
economic value of Egyptian Date. Within the same framework, UAE Embassy
in Cairo would spare no effort to provide all the facilities and support to ensure
success of the Festival and achievement of its objectives in the current and
future sessions. We also extend thanks to all participants and supporters of this
Festival and above all the United Nations Industrial Development Organization
“UNIDO”, the strategic partner of the Festival and the United Nations Food
and Agricultural Organization “FAO”, as the strategic partner of Khalifa
International Award of Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation.
H.E Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates sent a special thanks card to H.H
Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Presidential Affairs for his guidance to hold this important festival, his special
patronage of date palm sector and his continued keenness to sponsor all the
events of this sector. We would to God to be up to the responsibility entrusted
to us for the success of this event and for highlighting the leading role of the
United Arab Emirates in the agricultural sector and its great support to growth
and development of the date palm sector.
He also conveyed to the guests the greetings of H.H Sheikh Nahyan Mabarak Al
Nahyan, his congratulations for opening of the second session of the Egyptian
Dates Festival at Siwa and his appreciation of the efforts of the organizing
committee to have the ceremony culminated by important events changing the
dates map in Egypt, reframing the date palm sector in general and drawing
new global dimensions for Siwa city and agricultural reservation. This year has
witnessed commissioning of Siwa Dates Factory, which Khalifa International
Award for date Palm and Agricultural Innovation have managed to operate
after about ten years stop with an approximate cost of EGP 5 Million. The
factory will operate according to an ambitious production plan to reach up to
3,000 Tons/year of Siwee variety dates, produced by Siwa plantations.
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Governor of Matruh Praises The Emirati
Leadership and Khalifa International Award
For Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation

H.E Gen Alaa’ Abu Zeid, Governor of Matruh, praised the leadership, people and
public welfare institutions of the United Arab Emirates for the support provided
to the Egyptian people, in general, and the agricultural sector, in particular. In a
special statement to the Award during a gala dinner on the sidelines of opening
of the Second Egyptian Dates Festival at Siwa, 27 to 29 October 2016, he said
that Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation has
exerted great efforts since last year. The Award organized the First Egyptian
Dates Festival at Siwa and is now organizing it successfully for the second
consecutive year and has decided to hold the festival annually.
In reply to the Award’s question about his evaluation of such support, he added
that no words could express thanks and gratitude to the wise leadership of H.H
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahayan, President of the United Arab Emirates, the
prudent government of the UAE and H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahayan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, for the support provided
to advancement of the agricultural sector in general and date palm in Siwa and
other Egyptian territories. He also explained that the honor of Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Nahayan is considered a boom which ensured rehabilitation and
commissioning of Siwa Dates Factory after a ten-year stop and would thereby
increase processing of the Oasis’ dates and their exports to overseas markets.
He added that commissioning of the factory this Friday, after the required technical
equipment have been provided, will create new job opportunities, raise the export
rates of Egyptian dates and activates domestic tourism and hotels occupancy. He
pointed out that the people have witnessed such development since October of
the last year, directly after the first festival. He then said that the UAE contribution
to development of the agricultural sector in Egypt included, as well, introducing
some other featured varieties of dates to Siwa, organic cultivation of the other
varieties and attention to the local environment in Siwa in general.
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With the Support and Follow-up of Khalifa Intenational
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation

Siwa Dates Factory is Back to Life After a
Ten-year Halt
In the presence of H.E Tarek
Qabil, Minister of Trade and
Industry, UAE Ambassador,
H.E Eng. Jumaa Aljunaibi,
Prof. Abelouahhab Zaid,
Secretary General of Khalifa
International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, Gen. Alaa’ Abu
Zeid, Governor of Matruh
and a number of ministers
and important figures,
rehabilitation of Siwa Dates
Factory was inaugurated
after a ten-year halt. The
inauguration was within the

events of the Second Egyptian Dates Festival, October 27 to 29, 2016. The
factory has been re-commissioned with the support of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation with a total cost amounting
to EGP 5 Million.
The Award has adopted the factory’s file within the recommendations of the
Festival in its first year. Over one full year, the Secretariat General of the Award
provided a number of international experts who undertook field and productivity
studies in order to identify the causes of idleness of the factory. Ministry of
Trade and Commerce, represented by the Industrial Board for Technology and
Innovation, applied a training program for Siwa Factory workers on processing
date products of high quality standards.
On his part, Prof. Abelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, emphasized that
commissioning of the factory is within the honor of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs of
the United Arab Emirates, and through which Khalifa International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation is organizing the events of the Egyptian
Dates Festival in its second edition.
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He further emphasized that the Award’s plan for commissioning of the factory
has three stages. The first stage targets a production capacity up to 3,000 tons
in 2016/2017 and the second up to 6,000 tons in 2017/2018. The third and
final stage, however, targets a production capacity up to 10,000 tons, being the
total maximum capacity of the factory through six production lines, including:
dates filling and packaging line, date paste line, date molasses line; chocolate
coated dates and paste; date vinegar line and animal fodder line.

On her part, Eng. Hanan Al Hadhari, Chairman of the Industrial Board for
Technology and Innovation, emphasized that the training program has been
designed on two difficulty levels in order to meet the trainees’ needs and
according to their abilities. The first stage lasts 12 days with 66 training hours
divided into 26% theoretical hours and 74% practical hours, whereas the second
stage includes 90 training hours over 12 days, as well, and divided into 27%
theoretical hours and 73% practical hours
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Within the Events of the Second Egyptian Dates Festival/2016
And Under the Slogan “ Role of Scientific Research and
Technology in Achieving Sustainable Development of
Date Palm Sector in the Arab Republic of Egypt”

Launching of the Second Scientific Seminar
in “Siwa”
The Second Scientific Seminar
was launched within the events
of the Second Egyptian Dates
Festival under the slogan
“Role of Scientific Research
and Technology in Achieving
Sustainable
Development”
with the participation of
elite international experts,
consultants and academics
specialized in date palm
cultivation
and
dates
production. The aim of the

seminar is to introduce the latest scientific studies towards reaching indicators
and recommendations for achieving higher quality and production and
establishing basic pillars of sustainable development of this sector in terms
of agriculture, industry and marketing as well as identifying the technical
and physical requirements that contribute to achievement of sustainable
development in cooperation with Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation and the United Nations international organizations.
The first scientific session was under the title “Strategic Management and
Planning of Dates Sector” with Dr. Samir Al Shaker, chairman of the Technical
and Scientific Committee of the Second Egyptian Dates Festival, as moderator.
The second scientific session was under the title “Sustainable Development
of Dates Sector”, with Dr. Amjad Ahmad Al Qadhi, Director of Food Industry
and Agricultural Processing Centre, as moderator. The third scientific session
was under the title “Control Methods of Red Palm Weevil”, with Dr. Mohamad
Al Ansari, Consultant at “FAO” office in Egypt and professor at Faculty of
Agriculture of Kafr Al Sheikh University, as moderator. The fourth scientific
session, however, was under the title “Pre and Post-Harvest Treatments of Dates/
Marketing and Financing”, with Dr. Alaa’ Fahmi, National Programs Officer
and Deputy Regional Director of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization “UNIDO”.
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With the Support and Follow-up of Khalifa Intenational
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation

Certification of Siwa Oasis as a Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage System
The Secretariat General of “ The Global Agricultural Heritage System” of Food
and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, “FAO”, has certified the
historical agricultural system of Siwa Date Palm Oases in the Arab Republic
of Egypt as a “Globally Important Agricultural Heritage System” for present
and future generations, providing an outstanding contribution to promoting
food security, biodiversity, indigenous knowledge and cultural diversity for
sustainable and equitable development.
This newly added achievement to the Golden Record of the United Arab
Emirates- a track record of considerable accomplishments at the Arab and
global levels- is the culmination of efforts exerted by the General Secretariat
of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in
cooperation with Food and Agricultural Organization “FAO” and the Desert
Research Centre of Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation.

Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and Good Will Ambassador of “FAO”,
pointed out that the Arab Republic of Egypt has implemented an active and dynamic
program for the preservation of Siwa Oasis towards revival of the Oases through a
variety of measures, including protection against urban sprawl, restoration of the
irrigation systems and re-introduction of the traditional agricultural management.
He added that such efforts would contribute to maintaining across-generation
transfer of knowledge and ensure sustainability of date palm with the food security
it means with respect to the Arab Republic of Egypt.
On his part, H.E Dr. Issam Fayed, Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation,
expressed his pride at such an international accomplishment, which is a
privileged record of Egyptian date palm agriculture and dates production,
especially at Siwa date palm oasis. He also expressed his appreciation of the
efforts exerted by the Secretariat General of Khalifa International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation for such an accomplishment and his
pride at Siwa Oases and the date palm production system therein as a “Globally
Important Agricultural Heritage System”. He then pointed out that only 14
countries worldwide have sites of “Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
Systems”, which is an indication of the deeply rooted agricultural systems of
the Egyptian Civilization. His Excellency pointed out, as well, that proceeding
forward to the future while maintaining roots is an important matter and not
always easy, but date palm growers at Siwa Oases have managed to do so
through their sustainable production of date palm.
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Sponsored and Supported by Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
EGP 220,000 for the Winners of Twelve Categories

To Honor the Winners of the Competition of
the 2nd Egyptian Dates Festival “SIWA 2016”
Siwa city and oasis celebrated opening of the Second Session of the Egyptian
Dates Festival under the auspices of H.E President Abdelfattah Al Sisi. The
Festival has been organized by Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation in cooperation with Ministry of Trade and Industry and
with the partnership with the United Nations Industrial Development Program
“UNIDO”, United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization “FAO”, and
Matruh Governorate.

The ceremony was attended by H.E Eng. Tarek Qabil, Minister of Trade and
Industry, on behalf of the President of the Republic, H.E Dr. Issam Fayed,
Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation, H.E Eng. Jumaa Mubarak
Aljunaibi, UAE Ambassador, Prof. Abelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, H.E
Gen. Alaa’ Abu Zeid, Governor of Matruh and H.E Gen. Mahmoud Eshmawee,
Governor of Alwadi Aljadid.
During the ceremony, names of the prize winners of the twelve categories of
the Festival’s competition were also announced. The total value of the prizes
came to EGP 200,000 and the winners were honored in presence of the guests
of the official festival.
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Within The Events Of The Second Egyptian Dates
Festival 2016

Inauguration Of A Library At Taziri Eco-Village
In Siwa Oasis
Within the events of the Second Egyptian Dates Festival, held in Siwa Oasis from
October 27 to 29, 2016, under the auspices of H.E President of the Republic,
“Haj Miloud Al Chaabi Mosque, Library and Lecture Hall” were inaugurated at
Taziri eco-village, the official partner in the festival.
This important event coincides with Taziri recent winning of the Sustainable
Cities and Human Development/2016 (SCAHSA 2016) Award during the
United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development
“HABITAT III”, held in the Ecuadorian capital Quito.

The importance of opening of these two facilities lies in being the two main
elements of the cultural and civilizational component of Taziri Eco-Village Project.
According to Mr. Taha Al Shaabi, Managing Director and co-founder of Taziri,
the project, works of which started in 2008, presents a unique vision centered on
the creation of a model eco-friendly village, adopting innovative methods inspired
by the cultural heritage of the famous oasis. The project adopted conventional
building methods to which substantial improvements have been introduced
through usage of natural materials from the surrounding environment. Taziri was
also keen to expand agricultural activities and food production through organic
methods in order to provide the local and world markets with various products of
high health standards. The cultural component had been rendered the greatest
share of the attention of those in charge of the project, based on the idea of
transcendence of the Siwee man to the highest living standard he does deserve
while maintaining his Egyptian identity and his ancient Amazigh civilization.
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Organized by the “FAO” with the participation of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation

A Workshop on “Developing the Value Chain
for Egyptian Dates”

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation participated in the workshop on “Development the
Value Chain for Dates” organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO) in Egypt. In cooperation with the Ministries of
Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Land Reclamation, Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and UNIDO.
Dr. Abdul Wahab Zayed, Secretary General of the Award, pointed out in a speech
presented to the workshop- participants the importance of the pioneering role
played by the UAE represented by His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs in supporting
and developing the date palm sector in Egypt. During the launch of the Egyptian
Dates Festival Siwa Oasis for the second year in a row and the scientific forum
accompanying it, and supporting the strategic plan for the development of
date palm sector in Egypt in cooperation with the specialized international
organizations, in addition to the rehabilitation and operation of the plant Tomur
Siwa production capacity to accommodate the production dates Area and raise
the export quota of Egyptian dates in accordance with international standards.
The workshop aims at defining the general objectives of the project and
its broad lines, presenting and discussing its activities, preparing a detailed
work plan for implementation, and participating in and benefiting from any
previous achievements or lessons learned for similar works that will support the
implementation of the objectives and activities of the project.
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On the Occasion of Launching Emirates
Food Bank Initiative

Prof. Abelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, emphasized that “Emirates Food
Bank” initiative, launched by H.H Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates and Ruler of
Dubai and coinciding with the “Year of Giving 2017”, has come to promote the
concept of sustainable giving and to consolidate one of the noble attributes of
the Emirati people, namely inherent generosity.
This initiative reflects, as well, UAE commitment to support of the UN efforts on
the basis of sharing the responsibility of total eradication of hunger around the
world through the “Sustainable Development Objectives-2030”.
Dr. Zaid, Goodwill Ambassador of the United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organization “FAO”, pointed out that the Secretariat General of the Award,
and under the guidance of H.E Sheikh Nahayan Bin Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Tolerance and President of the Award’s Board of Trustees, has
been keen, since inception, to strengthen the leading role of the United Arab
Emirates through appreciation and honoring of the relevant national, regional
and international effort, where innovative solutions have been provided in the
agricultural sector, in general, and date palm, in particular, especially those
contributing to promotion of food security at the world’s level.
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800 Photos by 744 photographers representing 19
countries around the world

Announcement of Winners’ Names of the
International Photography Competition
“ Date Palm in the Eyes of the World”2017
Organized by Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation in cooperation with Abu
Dhabi International Photography Society

The Secretariat General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation announced the winners’ names of “Date Palm in the
World’s Eyes”, internationally photography competition for the 8th Session/2017,
organized by the Secretariat General of the Award, under the patronage of H.E
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance, in cooperation
with Abu Dhabi International Photography Society within the activities of the
Award.
The announcement was made in a press release by Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid,
Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation upon approval of the results.
The first winner was Taisir Mehdi, the second Anas Aldheeb and the third Abdullah
Alaidi The 8th session witnessed high competition with the participation of 800
photos taken by 744 photographers representing 19 countries around the world.
He added that we are working under the guidance of H.E Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan for rooting human relationship with the bio surroundings,
especially date palm tree. We do appreciate the support of His Excellency to the
creativity of the participating photographers from various countries of the world
through employing photographic art as a mean of developing public awareness
of the importance of date palm tree and creation of a wider space for exchange
of experiences among photographers, both amateurs and professionals, from
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all over the world, as well as highlighting the touristic, environmental and
heritage potentials of the date palm tree and promotion of human attachment
to land and agriculture.
Statistically, the 8th session of the competition realized a remarkable increase of up
to 45% as compared to the past year. The number of Arab participants was 292 from
17 Arab countries as compared to 43 participants from 10 foreign countries. The
number of youth participants came to 253 as compared to 82 female participants.
The Secretary General of the Award emphasized that honoring of the winners
and the winning and outstanding photos exhibition would be held at the
Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi after the honoring ceremony of the winners of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation. He also
expressed his happiness at the great love he has perceived in the eyes of the date
palm photographers from various countries of the world and their appreciation
of this tree and at the great number of participants in the competition. He
recognized, as well, the efforts exerted by the participant photographers, both
amateur and professionals.
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Organized by the Secretariat General of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation

Announcement of the Winners Names of the
“Date Palm in Poets’ Tongue” Competition-1st
Session 2017
The Secretariat General of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
announced the winners names of the “Date Palm
in Poets’ Tongue” Competition-1st Session/2017,
organized the Secretariat General under the
auspices of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of
the Board of Trustees of the Award. The first winner
was Mr. Khaled Owda Al Zawahra from Jordan,
for his poem “Khair Al Nakhel” the second Mr.
Fares ‘Atik Al Baqmi from Saudi, for his poem “Ya
Baseqa” and the third Mr. ‘Atik Khalfan Al Kaabi
from United Arab Emirates, for his poem “Shikhet
Al Ramal”.

Total number of the participants was 31 poets, representing 10 Arab countries,
namely: UAE, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Syria, Yemen, Oman, Bahrain, Tunis,
Jordan and Algeria, including 4 poetesses and 27 poets. The poems were
composed in the Nabati dialect in love of date palm and its virtues and impact.
The announcement was made in a press release by Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid,
Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation upon receiving the evaluation results of the participating poems by
a jury chaired by Mr. Sultan Al ‘Amimi, , Chairman of the Committee and the
membership of both Dr. Ghassan Al-Hassan and the poet, Zaynab Al-Balushi
as members of the jury of the poetry contest.
The Secretary General of the Award added that “Date Palm in Poets’ Tongue”
Competition coincides with the 10th anniversary celebrations of the Award
(2010-2017) within the cultural activities of the Award, aiming at employing
Nabati poetry as an important means of developing public awareness of the
importance of date palm tree from the heritage, agricultural, nutritional and
economic points of view.
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Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid expressed his happiness at both the quantity and
quality of participation results of the competition, being the first of its kind in
the Arab World. He proceeded that this competition aims at promoting the date
palm culture, revival of an important poetic theme, “description of the date
palm tree”, supplementing the Arab library and poetic arena with outstanding
poems of such a theme, encouraging the poets to create and write quality
poems and allowing the opportunity for everybody to compete transparently
and achieve fame through highlighting the experiences of the winner poets of
the competition.
He then announced that the honoring ceremony of the winner poets would
follow the main honoring ceremony of the winners of Khalifa International
Award for date Palm and Agricultural Innovation to be held at the Emirates
Palace in the capital Abu Dhabi on May 15th, 2017.
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The Advertising Campaign and the Media of
the Prize in the Ninth Competition
Launching an electronic marketing campaign for the award at its ninth session
through the following outlets:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Billboards advertising on Google through the world.
Advertising on social networking sites.
Updating the website of the award, in addition to social networking pages.
The General Secretariat of the award produced a series of publications such as
an introductory booklet about the award, the special conditions form includes
information about the establishment of the Award, its categories, eligibility
conditions and the value of prizes, in Arabic and English, International
Photographic Competition Form, eighth session 2016, form of the Palm
competition in the poets’ tongues, first session 2016, design and publication
of commercial advertisements in the local newspapers specialized in the
publication of the award at its eighth session, 2016, in its five categories,
and printing a small postcard for the winning images in the photography
competition and the publication of the annual book for the eighth session
2016. With a book release GIAHS Proposal for SIWA Oasis - Egypt - 2016.
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The Blessed Tree Magazine
1- Volume VIII, First Issue March 2016

2- Volume VIII, Second Issue August 2016
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3- Newsletter of the Award appendix
of the Blessed Tree Magazine, Volume
VIII, the first issue August 2016

4- Newsletter of the Award Supplement
of the Blessed Tree Magazine, Volume
VIII, the second issue October 2016

5- Newsletter of the Award Supplement of the Blessed Tree Magazine, Volume
VIII, the third issue December 2016
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Award Statistics 2009 - 2017
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Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan

H.H. Nahayan Mabarak Honors the Winners
of Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agriucltural Innovation
“ Mother of the Emirates”, Person of the Year

Nahayan Mabarak launches the Outstanding
Farmer Award, and the Innovative Farmer
Award and announces organization of the
6th International Conference of Date Palm,
March 2018
The General Secretariat of the Award signs five letters
of intent with national and international institutions

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy
Prime minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation honoured
the winners of the 9th Session of Khalifa International Award for Date Plam
and Agricultural Innovation in a special ceremony held at the Emirates Palace
yesterday morning, Monday, May 15th 2017 in the presence of H.E. Dr. Thani
Bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, Minister of Climate Change and Environment, H.E. Dr.
Jose Graziano da Silva, Director General of “FAO”, H.E Dr. Abdelmuneam Al
Banna, Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation in the Arab Republic of
Egypt, H.E Gen. Alaa Abu Zeid, Governor of Matruh.
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The ceremony was also attended by a number of their highness and excellency,
members of the diplomatic corps in the UAE, members of the Board of Trustees
and the Scientific Committee of the Award and a large audience of those
specialized and interested in the blessed tree and agricultural innovation.
In his speech during the ceremony, H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, praised
the great efforts H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE (God protects him), is generously exerting for achievement of sustainable
development at all levels and in all areas. Date palm and agricultural innovation
sector occupies a prominent position of His Highness’ thought as manifested in
a lot of giving and great support to the blessed tree and workers in this field. This
is not new but rather a normal stretch of the attention the Late Sheikh Zayed
Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (God rest his soul in peace), builder of the agricultural
renaissance and founder of the United Arab Emirates, rendered to the date
palm tree and agriculture in general, and who laid the pillars of a successful
agricultural renaissance in the UAE when he said “Give me agriculture and
I’ll guarantee civilization for you”. Thanks to his leadership that the UAE has
become a leading world center of date palm cultivation and date production.
His Highness also extended great thanks
and sincere appreciations to H.H Sheikh
Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces for his
strong support of the Award, his wise
strategic vision of the future of sustainable
development in the homeland and his
keenness for the Emirati people to proceed
forward with taking the lead for excellence
at all levels, especially in the field of
date palm cultivation, date production
and agricultural innovation. UAE has
become a success story and pioneering
model to be followed in successful work,
outstanding achievement and innovation.
He extended thanks and appreciations, as well, to H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, deputy prime minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, for
his keenness to provide full support to this Award and for his sound directives
to make the Award a beacon of sustainable giving and goodness that will drive
the locomotive of development of date palm and agricultural innovation at the
national, regional and world levels.
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Person of the Year
H.H Sheikh Nahayan announced, in his speech during the honoring ceremony,
granting of “Person of the Year 2017” to H.H Sheikha Fatima Bint Mabarak,
“Mother of the Emirates”, in recognition of the pioneering role of “Mother of
the Emirates” over half a century in promoting environmental protection in the
UAE and the world, in continuation of what the Late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan
Al Nahyan (God rest his soul in peace) has done through empowerment of the
woman and community to achieve sustainable development.

6th International Conference of Date Palm
H.H President of the Board of Trustees
added that, in recognition of the role
of H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE (God
protects him) in his unlimited support of
scientific research through specialized
institutions and in implementation of His
Highness’ guidance to proceed forward
towards a better world, H.H Sheikh
Nahayan announced organization of
the 6th International Conference of Date Palm in March 2018 under the
patronage of H.H President of the UAE (God protects him) and under the
umbrella of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation in collaboration with the concerned parties at the national’s level.
This conference, which is a milestone for Abu Dhabi and a value added to the
UAE in the world of international conferences specialized in date palm, is one
of a series of five previous international conferences organized in the United
Arab Emirates. The 1st International Conference of Date Palm was held on
March 8-10, 1997, the 2nd, on March 25-27, 2001, the 3rd, on March 19-26,
2006, the 4th, on March 15-17, 2010, the 5th, on March 16-18, 2014 and we
are now at the 6th International Conference of Date Palm next March 2018,
God willing.

Outstanding Farmer Award and Innovative Farmer Award
H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan announced launching of the
Outstanding Farmer Award and Innovative Farmer Award under the umbrella
of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in
collaboration with Al Foah Co. to target the national growers and producers

74

of dates at the UAE level. The national
version of the Award comes ten years
after establishment of the Award
(2007-2017) to be a national platform
for encouraging growers of date palm to
cultivate the best commercial varieties,
promoting the quality of Emirati dates,
qualifying them to compete at the
international level and recognizing
the growers’ efforts that contribute to
promotion of sustainable development
in the UAE.

Mr. José Graziano da Silva
Mr. José Graziano da Silva, FAO
Director-General praised His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the United Arab Emirates,
Founder and Patron of the Award; and
His Highness Sheikh Mohammad Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander
of the UAE Armed Forces, for the
international success that this award
has achieved.
In fact, the Khalifa International is
nowadays the most prestigious scientific
award specialized in date palm and its industries, and it now encourages all
kinds of agricultural innovation. This is also thanks to the gracious patronage
of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential Affairs, and to the work of His Highness Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, President of the Award’s Board of Trustees. He
added United Arab Emirates are at the forefront of regional and international
efforts to produce date palms in a sustainable way.

75

His Excellency Major General Alaa Abu Zeid
As soon as he took over the leadership of
the civil work as a governor to Matrouh,
sought to trust that construction and
development is the path of stability, with
the support and guidance of the Egyptian
political leadership, which gave him the
confidence and granted decentralization
authority as his first experience in Egypt
in Matrouh Governorate, guided by
the experience of the world and Arab
cities, distinguished in development,
where he gained from his tours abroad
in the United Arab Emirates and South
Korea gains that changed the style of
local development management, which
was limited to the higher authorities to
be the representative of his country in
opening new horizons for investment,
with all the possibilities and resources of
Matruh province, and the application of
one-stop system to facilitate investors. In less than a year, he managed to
attract and sign 14 investment contracts with a financial value of 120 billion in
the agricultural, industrial, agricultural and service sectors, and to adopt them
within the strategic plan of the Arab Republic of Egypt, which will provide for the
Egyptian national economy. 11 projects are under construction on the ground,
costing 22 billion pounds.

Award Statistics
According to Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General of the Award, the
Award’s statistics shows that this session is characterized by some key points,
most notably an increase in the number of applicants to the Award’s categories
up to 201, representing 37 countries and including 169 participants from the
Arab countries and 32 from the rest of the world, which is indicative to the
Award’s importance and the credibility it has achieved at the national, Arab
and international levels.
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The Secretary General added that our mission is to create a favorable and
stimulating environment for creativity and innovation in the field of agricultural
innovation and date palm, to honor the winners and recognize their efforts
which contribute to promotion of food security and realization of the objectives
of sustainable development in the world, within a clear vision of supporting
and development of the date palm and agricultural innovation sector towards
achievement of “Sustainable Development 2030”. The Award also aims at
introducing the world to the attention rendered by H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE (God protects him), to date palm cultivation
and agricultural innovation and his kind initiatives in the activities and areas
of supporting the special researches and studies. It also aims at highlighting
the responsible leading role of the United Arab Emirates in boosting creativity
and innovation the field of date palm and agricultural sector, interest in the
issues of environmental protection, fighting of poverty and expansion of the
green area for achievement of sustainable development, support of scientific
research, encouragement and appreciation of the workers in development of
the agricultural and date palm sectors in the UAE and the rest of the world and
benefiting from the various experiences for upgrading the reality of agriculture
and date palm according to the best international practices.
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Signed by the Secretariat General upon the directives
and Presence of Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan

Five letters of intent between Khalifa
International Award for Date palm and
Agricultural Innovation and national and
international
institutions
Upon the directives and Presence of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Award for Date palm and Agricultural Innovation, the
Secretariat General of the Award signed six letters of intent with a number of
national institutions in the United Arab Emirates and international organizations
with the view of strengthening the principle of partnership and exchange of
experiences towards achievement of the Award’s objectives at more than one
level. Signing took place during the honoring ceremony of the winners of the
9th Session of the Award at the Emirates Palace in the capital, Abu Dhabi on
Monday, May 15th, 2017 in the presence of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs and H.H
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of
the Board of Trustees.

First Letter: with Al Foah Co., for the organization of the national version of
the Award of date palm growers level.
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Second Letter: with the University of United Arab Emirates, for the
organization of the 6th International Conference of Date Palm, March/2018.

Third Letter: with the International Centre of Bio-Saline Agriculture for the
organization of the 6th International Conference of Date Palm, March 2018.
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Fourth Letter: with Ministry of Trade and Industry in the Arab Republic of
Egypt for the organization of the 3rd Egyptian Date Palm Festival in Siwa.

Fifth Letter: with Phoenix International for the organization of the 3rd
Egyptian Date Palm Festival 2017.
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Under the directives of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan

Meeting of the Scientific Committee of the
Khalifa International Award for date palm
and Agricultural Innovation
The Scientific Committee of Khalifa International Award for date palm and
Agricultural Innovation held a meeting on Tuesday noon, May 16th, 2017, under the
chairmanship of Prof. Franz Hoffmann and in the presence of all its members. The
Committee emphasized its determination to enhance the efficiency of competition
among the participants at the world’s level, as confirmed by Prof. Abdelouahhab
Zaid, the Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation, following the meeting of the Scientific Committee of the
Award on the occasion of completion of Nine sessions, during which the Award has
proved successful at the local, regional and international levels.

Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General of the Award, emphasized, as
well, that the meeting of the Scientific Committee was held under the directives
of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and
President of the Board of Trustees of the Award. The agenda of the meeting
included a comprehensive review of the Award’s works over the last ten years
and discussion of how to develop the Award towards achievement of its strategic
objectives set by the laws.
Prof. Zaid added that the participants reached a number of points, most
important of which are:
- To expand the range of international communications and contacts with
the specialized research centres in the field of date palm and agricultural
innovation in line with the campaign of introducing the Award’s categories
and encouraging the researchers to participate in them.
- To communicate with the competent researchers in the field of date palm
and agricultural innovation in the world and urge them to Participate and
apply for the Award.
- To enhance the Award’s participation in the international conferences
and related events with the aim of promoting and introducing the Award’s
categories, together with activation of the direct visits plan the Secretariat
General has started to a number of regional countries several years ago.
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In a special ceremony organized by the Secretariat
General of Khalifa International Award fro Date palm
and Agricultural Innovation

Honoring Media Representatives, the winners
of “ Date Palm in the Eyes of the World’’ and
“Date Palm in Poets’ Tongue”competitions
The Secretariat General of Khalifa International Award for date palm and
Agricultural Innovation organized a special ceremony for the media representatives
and the winners of the Award’s competitions and at the Emirates Palace Hotel in
Abu Dhabi, Monday, May 15th, 2017 in the presence of the winners of 8th Session
2017 of “Date Palm in the Eyes of the World” and 1st Session 2017 of “Date
Palm in Poet’s Tongue” competitions in the United Arab Emirates.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, The Secretary
General of the Award considered this ceremony
as a reciprocation to the media organizations
and people for the strenuous efforts they have
exerted in cooperating with the Award over
the past year and their effective role in transfer
of news and useful information to the various
institutions and sectors of society and most
transparently and objectively. Their efforts and
role have immeasurably contributed to the
comprehensive renaissance UAE is witnessing
in all fields, especially in the field of date palm
and agricultural innovation, to the extent of
the good reputation it has now reached at the regional and global levels.
At this occasion, we would like to pray for the soul of our late dear friend Mamdouh
Abdel Hameed from Al Bayan Newspaper, who was a model of an excellent
collaborator, with the Award since its establishment.. GOD bless his soul.
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The Secretary General of the Award, also Congratulated the winners of the
Award’s competitions for winning and for their excellence in the presented
works. The Award’s competitions witnessed, as usual, strong competitiveness
among the participants, which shows the interest the competitions are receiving
from various groups of societies (photographers, poets, writers, intellectuals).
With respect to the 8th Session/2017 of the “Date Palm in the Eyes of the
World” international photography competition, photographer Tayswair Mahdi,
from Iraq, ranked first and received a prize of AED 20,000, photographer Anas
Al Zib, from Oman, ranked second and received a prize of AED 15,000 and
photographer Abdullah Al Eyidee, from Saudi Arabia, ranked third and received
a prize of AED 10,000.
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As for the 1st Session / 2017 of the “Date Palm in Poets’ Tongue” competition,
poet Khaled al Zawahra, from Jordan, ranked first and received a prize of ADE
20,000 for his poem “Khayr Al Nakhil ”, poet Fares Atik Al Bakmi, from Saudi
Arabia, ranked second and received a prize of AED 15,000 for his poem “ Ya
Basiqua” and poet Atik Khalfan Al Kaabi, from UAE, ranked third and received
a prize of AED 10,000 for his poem “ Shaykhat Al Raml ”.
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Honored
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Person of the Year 2017
Talking about H.H Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak, Supreme Head of the
Family Development Foundation, President of the General Women’s Union
and President of the Supreme Council of Motherhood and Childhood, is not
merely talking about a woman satisfied with a limited role, even if noble. We
are talking about a woman who has dedicated herself to all sections of her
community; about a lady who has sought, since the very foundation of the
United Arab Emirates, to support all social groups and systems so that the
upgrading would be general, comprehensive and covering the whole territories
of the UAE and in the various areas.
H.H Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak is characterized by modesty, wide heartedness
and acceptance of others along with determination and immeasurable love to
charity, both in the UAE and abroad.
Woman has a significant share of Her Highness’ thought, whether as a mother, worker,
student or housewife along with interest in children, emphasizing thereby that she is
not a mere witness of building of a state, but rather an active partner in building it.
Half a century of work in sustainable development
Over 50 years, H.H Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak has been playing her part in
the local community, from where she has set out towards globalization assisted
by Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Ruler of Abu Dhabi and President of
the UAE until his death in 2004.
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HE. Ahmed Jumaa Al Zaabi, Deputy Minister of Presidential Affairs receives
the memorial shield presented by H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Culture and Knowledge Development, Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Award to H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs on the occasion of the
passage of the Ten years of establishing the award (2007 - 2017).
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National Initiative for Agricultural Development
The “National Initiative for Agricultural Development“ (NIAD) ,was launched
by Her Royal Highness Princess Sabeeka Bint Ibrahim Al-Khalifa , Wife of the
King of Bahrain, to support a continuously growing and thriving agricultural
sector. NIAD aims to back the State’s strategies towards achieving sustainable
agriculture by spreading good agricultural practices and expanding green
spaces around the country. The Initiative works with all stakeholders including:
government organizations, private sector companies and civil societies in
order to unify their efforts to develop the agricultural sector in the Kingdom
of Bahrain. NIAD supports the local farmers, agricultural projects, scientific
research in the field of agriculture, and all programs that develop human skills
in the agricultural sector. These efforts will naturally lead to the increase of the
agricultural sector’s contribution to the gross domestic product, and in bridging
the gap towards achieving future food security
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Activities & Achievements in the Field of Date Palm Cultivation and Agricultural Innovation
1. Legislation and regulatory decisions: Reference manual for the classification
and evaluation of agricultural, animal and fishery establishments.
2. National plans and initiatives:
• “Nakheelna” Initiative: The Ministry of Climate Change and the Environment
launched the “Nakheelna” (our palm trees) initiative in 2012 to propagate
disease-free date palm trees to boost their productivity as well as improve the
quality of services provided to palm cultivators in the country. Nakheelna is the
second phase of the National Red Palm Weevil Campaign. The second phase
of the campaign is focused on combating all palm tree pests and not just red
palm weevil. The red palm weevil will continue to have the great attention as it
is one of the most dangerous pests affecting palm trees in the country.
• “Zaarie” Initiative: “Zaarie” is an initiative by the Ministry in cooperation with
the Khalifa Fund to finance farmers in the field of smart climatic agriculture,
such as aquatic and organic agriculture, fish farming and aquaponics.
• “Mawroothna” Initiative: Mawroothna is an initiative that was officially launched
by the Ministry in November 2016 intended to support citizens working in the fields
of agriculture and fishing in order to encourage them to continue to practice these
two trades, which are essential elements of the heritage of the UAE and the region.
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With his leadership of civil work as a governor to, Matrouh he sought, despite
the difficult political and economic circumstances experienced by Egypt to
take another angle that the construction and development is a way of stability,
With the support and guidance of the Egyptian political leadership, which gave
him confidence and granted him the authority of decentralization as the first
experience in Egypt at Matruh governorate, Guided by the experiences of the
world’s leading Cities and Arab cities in development, he gained from his
foreign trips in the United Arab Emirates and South Korea gains that changed
the style of local development management, Which was limited to the higher
authorities, he became a representative of his country in the opening of new
horizons for investment, with offering all the resources and Capabilities of Matruh
governorate, and the application of a single-window system to facilitate the way
to investors, In less than a year, he managed to attract and sign 14 investment
contracts worth about 120 billion pounds in the agricultural, industrial and
service fields, And even to adopt them within the strategic plan of the Arab
Republic of Egypt, by what it will provide to the Egyptian national economy,
Work is under way in 11 projects on the ground at a cost of 22 billion pounds.
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Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and Development (AAAID) established
in 1976 as an Arab financial institution with an independent legal, financial and
admin¬istrative entity. Its Authorized Capital is KWD 336 Million equivalent to USD
1,098 Million and the Paid-up Capital up to 31/12/2016 is KWD 185.3 Million
equivalent to USD 606 Million, in which the Arab Member States have different shares.
Arab Authority Efforts in the field of Date Palms:
Arab Authority has made considerable efforts that aim at developing the sector
of the date Palms to include the following:
• AAAID prepared a feasibility study of the Date Palms project and its derivatives,
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 2005, and Dates transformation industries
project in 2008. Currently, the work is underway for the preparation of a
feasibility study of Dates processing and packaging.
• Feasibility study of the Dates transformation industries in the United Arab
Emirates in 2009 as well as a feasibility study of the concentrated fodder
from Palms wastes in 2013.
• Study of establishing a tissue Culture laboratory to produce Palms offshoots
within the framework of the Arab- Qatari Agricultural production company
strategic plan for 2013.
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Work Experience:
• Secretary General /(from 1997 Up-to-date), Saleh Abdulaziz Al Rajhi
Endowment Management, which owns and operates three date palm
projects with more than a quarter of a million palm trees producing about
8,000 tons of dates annually.
• Membership of (8) committees, including the Sub-Committee for drafting
the statute for Prince Faisal bin Bandar Palms Award.
• Membership of the Board of Trustees, Prince Faisal bin Bandar Palms Award.
Contributions In the Development Of Date Palm Sector:
• Supporting the acquisition of specialized certificates of excellence by applying
the standards and the international requirements for producing safe and
organic dates in addition to the administrative, environmental and health
and occupational safety certificates.
• Supporting specialized scientific publications, researches, technology transfer
and establishment of a specialized agricultural library.
• Sponsorship of conferences, festivals and specialized workshops.
• Establishing the program of productive families wherein (150) women work
in dates industry.
• Supporting the use of modern technologies and mechanization of palm trees.
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Believing in the importance of palm trees, King Saud University has taken the
initiative to establish palm and dates research chair to deal with all problems
related to the management of palm trees from a global perspective. The
research chair envisages as well strengthening joint research projects with
private and governmental institutes inside and outside Saudi Arabia. The main
objective of the chair will be to transfer the latest technologies to palm tree
growers after conducting the approved researches. All research methods will
be explored to find solutions to increase the production of palm trees. The
cornerstone of the success of any technology is the spread of knowledge and
we will take all means to reach the end user, the farmer. To update knowledge
about palm trees and train extension teams, regular workshops will be held at
the local, Gulf and international levels. It is hoped that this type of program will
help to significantly improve farmers’ skills.
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“Al Wathba Marionnet LLC” is a leading plant bio-technology company
established in Abu Dhabi in 1997, as part of the U.A.E. Offsets program
between France and the United Arab Emirates. It is considered to be one of the
world’s most important producers of Date Palms through plant tissue culture
technology. It owns a laboratory in Abu Dhabi where it propagates high quality
varieties of date palm in mass quantities to satisfy the increasing demand locally
and internationally. Al Wathba Marionnet propagates many date palm varieties
with origins from; U.A.E, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Morocco. Additionally, it looks
into the rare date palm varieties of superior quality and propagate those which
thrive under the climatic conditions of U.A.E. and the region. Hence, making rare
varieties of date palm available to farmers in big quantities and at reasonable
costs. Of these rare superior varieties Al Wathba Marionnet produces: Zamli,
Nawader, Khalas, Um Ed Dahan, Abu Maan, Medjool, Sheishi, Barhi, White
Fard, Ganda, Ayyasha, Mumtaza, in addition to Ghannami and Marwani males.
In the other hand, Al Wathba Marionnet dedicate itself on producing high quality
date palm trees. This shows clearly in its strict and accurate production protocols
and procedures, which are kept updated with the latest developments of Tissue
Culture technology. As part of its commitment in ensuring the genetic constancy
and true-to-type state of the trees.
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An Omani innovator has come up with a thought-thrilling idea of how to make
paper from palm fronds. This innovation has granted him a great honor, and he
was honored to present his invention to His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said for
the importance of this project to the Sultanate and the Gulf region. The project
also won an international recognition. The innovator, Mustafa, made the first
paper from the remnants of palm fronds at the regional and global levels. The
project aims to stop the burning of palm fronds and to create a new industry
in the Arabian Gulf from local raw materials, which are the remnants of palm
fronds and converted into premium paper such as letter head papers, envelopes,
certificates, business cards, paper bags and others. He made an integrated
research study in several research centers in several countries to produce the
first samples of paper and designed the production line. Mustafa Barami delivers
many lectures and workshops in innovation to motivate and inspire young people
to develop their innovations and turn them into pioneering projects.
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The Date Palm Research Centre (DPRC) was established in 1402 (1983) in
King Faisal University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. It conspicuously contributes
in achieving the vision and mission of King Faisal University (KFU) that focus
on education, quality research and community services in different key pillars
that include the date palm sector. Assuming its role with a strong support from
KFU and the Saudi Government, DPRC significantly extended its outreach
locally, regionally and globally during the past years. Five international date
palm symposia were organized during 1982-2013 that paved a chance for
more than 3,000 scientists, date growers and processors, agricultural engineers
from all over the world to interact, share experience and knowledge to promote
the date palm industry globally. The Government of Saudi Arabia sensing the
visible role of DPRC in the date palm sector decided in 2007 to enhance its
local, regional and global role by changing DPRC to a Centre of Excellence
(Date Palm Research Centre of Excellence) and provided DPRC with a budget
of SAR 30 million during 2007-2012.
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He graduated from Ain Shams University and obtained a B. Sc. with honours
in 1955. He pursued higher studies on the biology, ecology and behaviour of
scale insects. He obtained his M. Sc. Degree in 1959 (Ain Shams University) and
a Ph. D. in Entomology in 1962 from Cairo University. In 1963, he joined the
University of Alberta – Edmonton – Canada for two years working on the sensory
physiology of insects. He served as a visiting Professor at the University of Munich,
being a fellow of Alexander von Humboldt Organisation from 1974–1976.
He was appointed Associate Professor in 1967 and Professor of Entomology
at the National Research Centre of Cairo in 1973. In 1988, he became the
President of NRC (Grade Minister) where he held this position till 1992. He
obtained D.Sc. (Entomology) in 1987 from Cairo University. In 1996 he was
appointed as Emeritus Professor at NRC. During the last 40 years, he has been
encaged in conducting and supervising research on the behavior and ecology
of various agricultural pests. His contributions in the area of insect microbial
control were remarkable. He was able to secure a number of research contracts
from USDA, IDRC, to work on the insect microbial control using Bacillus
thuringiensis. He has published over 240 scientific papers in various fields of
insect science. In addition, he published a book jointly with two Canadians and
entitled “Pathogenic bacteria and its application in developing countries” He
supervised the work of 28 postgraduate students for M. Sc. and Ph.D.
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