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They used to say that
Agriculture has no future, but
with thanks to God and our
determination we succeeded
in turning the desert into a
green land.

The late Sheikh

Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
(May God Bless His Soul)

Today we stress to pursue
the same approach and give
our support to complete the
institutional and legislative
bodies and consolidate the
government
and
people
efforts to preserve and protect
environment and wildlife.

H.H. Sheikh

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the United Arab Emirates
Founder and Patron of the Award
(God protect Him)

The genius of the Late
Sheikh Zayed in the field of
agriculture lie in challenging
the impossible, this gives a
leading example to follow
and to believe that there is no
barrier against achieving our
all dreams for a better future.

H.H. Sheikh

Mohammad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
Deputy Supreme Commander of
the UAE Armed Forces

The patronage of H.H. Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE President’s (God protects
Him), to Khalifa International
Date Palm Award has granted
it excellence and leadership to
reach a global prestige as the
first specialized scientific award
for date palm sector worldwide.
We are proud of this award,
which contributed constructively
and actively in the development
of the date palm sector on a
global level, and has become a
bright event in the Emirates track
record of achievements in all
international forums. The award
highlighted the civilization of
the UAE, and is actually playing
a constructive role in improving
Date Palm cultivation as a part
of our prestigious heritage and
our bright present.

H.H. Sheikh

Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Presidential Affairs

We express today our deep
gratitude to His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, UAE President
(God protects Him) for his
wise decision to establish this
Award and his strong support
for it and his keen interest to
encourage all efforts aimed at
the continued improvement of
date palm cultivation and the
enhancement of its processing
and even place UAE to be a
leading center for research,
development and production
and all what is related to this
fruitful and blessed tree.

H.H. Sheikh

Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Minister of Tolerance
President of the Award’s Board of Trustees

Introduction of the Secretary General to the Yearbook
of the Tenth Session

An Eventful Year under Honorable Patronage
and a Bright Future

While Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
is entering its Twelfth year, the Secretariat General of the Award is honored to
put between your hands all achievements of the past year, namely within the
Yearbook of the Award for the Eleventh Session 2019, through which we shall
complement the success and leadership career the Award has assumed over
ten years and during which it has achieved a lot of accomplishments and gains
which effectively and largely influenced the date palm sector, in particular, and
agricultural sector, in general, at the Arab and international levels. With an
outlook vision, the Award has managed to distinctively highlight this important
sector and to draw a brighter future for those serving the blessed tree and
the agricultural sector in general, through the support and honoring such a
sector is having and up to its significance in securing food and nourishment by
providing creative and innovative solutions in accordance with the best practices
conducive to fostering of the food security of peoples and communities around
the world.
The achieved success and the characteristic imprint the Award has left over the
last decade made us feel proud and our thanks to the great support and kind
patronage of the Award’s founder and patron H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates (God protects Him). The Award
has been honored by bearing His Highness’ name and by having his patronage
to realize such a prestige and leadership worldwide. His Highness’ honor of
establishing “Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation” has further emphasized the keenness and attention he has rendered
to date palm tree and agricultural innovation towards ensuring a better future
for this sector as a cornerstone of the global food security.
The attention and support of H.H, Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Higher Commander of the Armed Forces,
have also had a great effect on the Award’s achievement of unique and quality
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accomplishments in addition to the support and follow-up of H.H Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs,
who rendered the Award special attention and constant and industrious follow-up.
The Award has been keen to translate the constructive visions and ideas of His
Highness to achieve widespread and gain attention at the most important Arab
and international forums. Moreover; the attention and follow-up of H.H. Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Board
of Trustees of the Award, have largely influenced the gains and successes the
Award has achieved at all levels.
We, the Secretariat General of the Award, are confident that the future would
be lovelier and that our giving would be greater. The Award would spare
no effort to play a bigger role and dramatically affect the agricultural scene
by its comprehensiveness and distinctive support and sponsorship of all the
activities and events related to date palm sector and agricultural innovation
at the Arab and International levels. We are confident and hopeful that
the award would maintain leadership and brilliance and would receive the
attention and participation of the most important international institutions and
organizations as well as influential personalities, including experts, scientists,
growers and academics within a steady and purposeful methodology, which
honestly translates the visions and attention of H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates (God protects Him). As such,
the Award would add extra achievements to the Emirates golden record at the
most important platforms and forums and highlight His Highness’ attention
and keenness to develop the date palm sector and agricultural innovation.
The Yearbook you have in hands, and while monitoring and documenting
the activities, events and programs where the Award took part and provided
sponsorship and support at the local, Arab and international levels during the
Award’s Tenth Session, consists as well the fruitful harvest of concreted efforts
and investment of ideas, science and technology for serving the agricultural
sector, in general. It also emphasizes that Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation would steadily and confidently proceed forward
to achieve leadership and excellence and to draw the outline of a yet brighter
future for the date palm sector and agricultural innovation within an approach
of equal opportunities, transparency, clarity and embracing of ideas and projects
intended to achieve a distinctive imprint and quality shift in the international
agricultural sector up to the vision of the wise leadership and the pioneering
position the United Arab Emirates is occupying at the world’s level.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid

Secretary General
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
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Chapter Two

Reports

Extending a note of thanks and appreciation to
H.H. the President

The Board of Trustees of the Award holds
its 12th annual meeting, 2019

On Sunday, March 10, 2019, at the Emirates Palace Hotel, H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the
Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, presided the 12th annual meeting in the presence of the members
and the Board of Trustees’ Rapporteur. During the meeting, H.H Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahyan reviewed the agenda and lauded the efforts
exerted by the General Secretariat and its members and their achievements
during the 11th session on the occasion of the Year of Zayd, especially the
qualitative increase in the numbers of participants in the different Award’s
categories.
H.H also reviewed technical, financial and media report on the work of the
Award and the success achieved at Arab and international levels, as represented
in organizing the Egyptian Dates Festival, the Sudanese Dates Festival and
the Jordanian Dates Festival through the courtesy of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs. This is also represented in organizing the 6th International Date Palm
Conference under the noble auspices of H.H Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of UAE (may Allah protect him).
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Under the Patronage of
H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan

Opening of the Nomination Period for
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation 11th session, 2018
Opening of the Nomination Period for The
Distinguished and Innovative Farmer Award
2nd session, 2018

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, The General Secretariat
opened nomination period for Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation in its 11th session 2018, as well as the nomination
period for The Distinguished and Innovative Farmer Award in its 2nd session
2018 starting from the beginning of June 2018 till the 30th of October, 2018
during which all the farmers, producers, researchers academics and lovers of
Dates Palm and Agricultural Innovation at the local and International level may
apply to compete and win in one of the categories of the International Award
or the Local Award.

27

This was announced during the press conference held by the Award General
Secretariat on Monday 14th of May, 2018 in Emirates Palace, Abu Dhabi in the
presence of Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation,Dr. Helal Al Kaabi, member of
the Award Board of Trustees and Musallam Obaid Ba Al Khales Al Ameri.,Chief
Executive Officer of Al-Foah Co.
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid pointed out
that the graph of the Award after ten
years is steadily growing at various
levels, thanks to the sponsorship of
H.H Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of UAE (Sponsor
of the Award); the support of H.H
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme Commander
of the UAE Armed Forces; the
keenness of H.H. Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs; and the supervision of H.H.Sheikh
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the
Award’s Board of Trustees, as the great openness to the local, regional and
international community led to the best results in increasing the number of
candidates in various categories of the Award during the past ten years.
On the other hand, Dr. Helal Al Kaabi, member of the Award Board of Trustees
pointed out that the total number of the candidates in various categories of the
Award was 1179 representing 48 countries around the world. 61 out of them
won. The number of the Arabic candidates in the Award was 1026 representing
20 Arab countries and 35 out of them won. In addition, the number of the
UAE candidates was 93 and 18 nationals out of them won. The number of the
foreign candidates was 153 representing 28 countries around the world and 8
out of them won. Furthermore, 44 senior persons and national and international
organizations were honored among them 19 persons from the UAE.
On the other hand, Musallam Obaid Ba Al Khales Al Ameri,Chief Executive
Officer of Al-Foah Co., paid tribute to the cooperative participation from the
farmers in the UAE in the most Distinguished and Innovative Farmer Award in
its first session; and the results achieved from it. The winners were well deserved
to win the award for the Excellency of their produced dates as well as the
application of the highest standards of safety, cleanliness, and environmental
protection besides the application of all terms and conditions according the
international best practices.
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Opening the door for

participation in the third session of “Date
Palm in Poets’ Tongues” competition, 2019
Secretariat General of Khalifa
International
Award
for
Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation declared that the
door is open for participation
in the third session of “Date
Palm in Poets’ Tongues”,
2019, which is organized
by the Secretariat General
within its cultural activities,
under the patronage of H.H
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of
Tolerance
and
Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation. The competition
aimed at investing Nabatean
poetry as a key tool in
enhancing public awareness on
the importance of dates palm
in heritage, cultural, nutritional
and economic terms.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, stated that the objective of the
competition is to promote the Date Palm culture and revive a salient poetic
purposes in describing the Date Palm and enriching the Arab library and the
poetic scene with a distinctive type of poems in this regard, besides encouraging
poets to produce creative poetry; allowing the public an opportunity to compete
in a transparent manner and to attain fame through highlighting the experiments
of the award winning poets.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid extended invitation to all poets from the different Arab
countries to participate in the competition so as to promote the Blessed Tree
culture as a salient element of the remarkable legacy of several Arab and non-Arab
peoples. It is worth noting that the door for participation in the competition is open
to all male and female poems interested in Nabatean poetry, from the UAE, the
GCC, and the rest of Arab countries, until December 31, 2018.
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KIADPAI: “Thank you, Sheikh Muhammad
Bin Zayed” is a sincere expression of the
solid relationship between the leadership
and the people
Prof.
Abdelouahhab
Zaid, Secretary-General
of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation,
valued the “Thank you,
Sheikh
Muhammad
Bin Zayed” campaign,
which is launched by
H.H Sheikh Muhammad
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and
Ruler of Dubai (May
Allah safeguard him).
He described the “Thank
you, Sheikh Muhammad Bin Zayed” initiative as a crowning of the unique
relationship uniting the leadership and the people in love for the country and
appreciation of all that protects it and brings it top rankings.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid asserted that H.H Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forces, is an inspiring leader and man of the time, the guardian of the country,
the symbol of humaneness and humbleness, the emblem of glory and dignity,
owner of an insightful and inspiring vision, proponent of wise directives, maker
of glory, man of noble heart, lion of the Arabs, and engineer of the UAE
achievements. He also added that we detect in HH Mohamad Bin Zayed the
features of the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (may his soul rest in
peace), in terms of his wisdom, leadership and deeds.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid also noted that, “through our position in Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, we join the
people and the leadership and vow to appreciate their efforts through sincerity
in undertaking our national duties to repay them for their favor. This fraternal
relationship is embodied in the morals of Zayed sons all over the UAE and it
made the citizens and the residents ambassadors to noble values, of which we
boast before the world”.
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The scientific research is the main support
for nations’ renaissance

Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for
Palm Dates and Agricultural Innovation, stressed the importance of concerted
efforts of establishments and companies at the national and international levels
to find innovative solutions based on scientific research to contribute of raising
food security rates within the Global Competitiveness Index and enhancing the
quality of life in UAE community. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, will direct the use of 5.6 billion dirham to support research and
development in the vital fields during the next five years. As H.H has launched
a global partnership to strengthen Abu Dhabi’s position in seeking innovative
solutions to the challenges facing the world, especially in water shortage, food
security, energy efficiency and more.
The Secretary-General of this Award valued the importance of this initiative in
its international dimension, which comes at a time when the world has recently
witnesses a deterioration in food security, as more than 950 million people are
suffering from hunger around the world. The difficulty is going more as the level
of land exploitation, as the climate change and water scarcity.
He added that this initiative will contribute with its national dimension in
attracting and develop best practices and scientific innovations around the
world, so that Abu Dhabi becomes a milestone for finding innovative solutions
to the challenges facing the world, which helps to strengthen the soft power of
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi at various levels of development.
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KIADPAI: H.H. Mohammed Bin Rashid always
goes forward to race time in every path of
his footsteps
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid,
Secretary-General of Khalifa
International award for
Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation,
announced
that His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, the vice-President
and Prime Minister of the
UAE and Ruler of Dubai,
has come back to race time
in every step of his steps.
Leadership, innovation and
the consolidation of the
concepts of good founded on
it five decades ago thanks to
the wisdom of its leadership
approach, which formed
the principle of raising the
ceiling of ambitions in the
management of the affairs
of the country has become
the first place in many economic, social and political development indicators
globally.
He added that the UAE’s eight
principles of governance, announced
by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, 50 years after his
inauguration in the public service, , Is the
first of those who have always sought to
elevate their nation and the well-being
and superiority of their peoples in the
present and the future, regardless of the
circumstances and circumstances or the
faces that have been assigned the task
of continuing the march.
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The Eight Principles of Governance are
a road map towards a bright future
H.E.
Dr.
Hilal
Humaid Saeed Al
Kaabi, Chairman
of the Board of
Trustees of Khalifa
International Award
for
Date
Palm
and
Agricultural
Innovation,
confirmed that the
eight
principles’
document
which
was
announced
by H.H Sheikh
Mohammed
Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President and
Prime Minister of the
UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, considered
as a roadmap to a
bright future based
on lofty principles of
good governance.
These principles have made UAE a pioneering and distinctive model at the
regional and international levels, stemming from the vision of a wise man, who
is H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum.
He added that the eight principles have brought all the foundations together
on which the UAE has been established, since the establishment of the Union
as the secret of power, to achieve justice among people, that no one above the
law, to support the economy and encourage citizens to education.
The eight principles come from a wise man who is keen to put Dubai in the top
positions in the world and make UAE a source of pride and the eye of the whole
world from East to West. Each principle contains the wisdom and experience of
the leader of the local and global mark.
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UAE has brought permanent weal for the
country and the citizens
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, The Secretary
General of Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, affirmed
that the UAE’s 47th National Day is a precious
memory to us all and an opportunity to express
our delight and underscore the cohesion and
fraternity binding the UAE citizens together and
their attachment to their wise leadership and
renewing the pledge of loyalty and affiliation
to the homeland and to the leader, H.H Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE (may Allah protect him).
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid referred to the principle of partnership, cooperation
and joint national efforts of the Award along with the different competent
authorities at the national and international levels to highlight the achievements
made by the UAE and the culture developed there, which are among the
fruits and gains of the union which pillars have been established by the later
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (may Allah have mercy on him) and his
state-founding brothers (may Allah have mercy on them all).
The Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation also indicated that “our celebration of the 47th National
Day falls within our confirmed adherence to sustaining the comprehensive
development process in the UAE under the rational leadership of H.H Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE (may Allah protect him),
H.H Sheikh Muhammad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of UAE and Ruler of Dubai (May Allah safeguard him), and H.H
Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces.
The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation employees extended sincerest congratulations and well
wishes to the wise leadership and asserted that such commemoration of this
precious memory is an occasion for the Emirati people to underscore devout
and earnest work to preserve the gains of the UAE that has brought permanent
wellbeing to the homeland and to the citizens, and to exert all efforts towards
pursuing the course of distinction and ascendancy, as well as promotion of the
status of the UAE in all fields.

34

General Secretariat of the Award celebrates year of Zayed 2018

Zayed will remain as a towering palm and
source of human generosity in the world

The General Secretariat of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation confirmed that the directives issued by His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE of approving 2018
as the Year of Zayed on the occasion of the passage of 100 years of his birth,
represent the most beautiful images of loyalty to the builder and founder of
reinsurance in UAE, Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who was having a
smart vision toward date palm due to its strategic importance for UAE. Sheikh
Zayed said “Palm was and will remain for us as “Tree of Life” we brought up
and grew together and benefited from its abundant and various bounties so
that we cannot imagine our life without it”. In addition, Sheikh Zayed sees that
the blessed tree represents the foundations and roots of civilization and the
source of power that contributed to preserve of generations. Sheikh Zayed’s
belief in agricultural in his love for the date palm tree was unprecedented
and more than expected. We all remember the dialogue took place between
Sheikh Zayed and the experts on the cultivation of the desert where they did not
encourage cultivation saying that growth of plants in the desert and in the midst
of this climate is impossible, he said to them “let’s try. Sheikh Zayed succeeded
in transforming the desert area into a green area, which encouraged him to
continue.
The Secretary-General added that the Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation represented a token of appreciation and
acknowledgment from the patron of the award, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of UAE, the first man of the environment,
who instilled the love for palm in the citizens and planted millions of trees
throughout the country.
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It was organized by “Abu Dhabi Culture” in cooperation
with (ICOMOS) and (IUCN)

The Award takes part in the workshop
“Linking the practices between the
management of natural heritage and
cultural
heritage”

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation took part in a workshop entitled “Linking practices
between the Department of Natural Heritage and the Cultural Heritage, listed in
the UNESCO World Heritage List” held in cooperation between the Department
of Culture and Tourism and the International Council of Monuments and Sites
(ICOMOS) And the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
during the period between 18-22 November 2018, in Al Ain city. The workshop
aimed to study the Al Ain oases, which is a part of the important sites listed in
the World Heritage List.
The award presented a brief presentation of the selection of oases of Al Ain
and Liwa in the UAE by World Heritage Systems which has an agricultural
Importance. The award presented a meeting with Patricia Mejias, from FAO,
and it was ascertained that the Secretariat of the Award was responsible for
communicating about Al Ain and Liwa data (GIAHS).
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Effective participation for the Award in Liwa Dates
Festival, 2018

It encouraged farmers to participate in the
UAE Distinguished Farmer and Innovative
Farmer Award

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
participated in Liwa Dates Festival, 2018, through a pavilion that contained all
the methods and publications contributing in informing those interested and the
date palm cultivating farmers about Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation and the UAE’s Distinguished Farmer and Innovative
Farmer Award.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, maintained the importance of Liwa
Dates Festival as a key window and an annual forum for farmers, researchers and
stakeholders in the field of date palm cultivation and industries at the regional
level. He also commended the top level of attained by the festival in its 14th session
by dent of the generous auspices of HH Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, who dedicated
special attention to the palm tree and sincerely granted a prominent incentive to
those working in the date palm sector. This was intended to uplift this sector on
local, Arab and international levels, in terms of cultivation, manufacturing and
marketing. The Award pavilion witnessed considerable attention on the part of
visitors and stakeholders in the date palm field, including farmers, researchers
and academes who were keen to visit the pavilion and acquaint with the Award
activities, publications and conditions for participation.
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UAE is considering enhancing Food Security
with the competent international organizations
10 May 2018

Her Excellency Ms. Mariam Bint Mohammed Al Muhairi, Minister of State for
Future Food Security, held three high-level meetings on 10 May 2018 at the
headquarters of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) in Rome, in the presence of Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Agricultural
Advisor, at UAE Ministry of Presidential Affairs, Secretary-General of the
Award, in which she discussed ways of enhancing technical and institutional
cooperation between the United Arab Emirates and the organizations and
entities related to Food Security in the world.
The first Meeting was implemented with His Excellency Dr. José Graziano
da Silva, FAO Director General. Second Meeting was with H.E Ambassador
Arvelo, Chairman of the Committee on World Food Security, and Third Meeting
was with Ms. Sarah Cahill, Food Standards Officer of the Committee. Her
Excellency discussed the importance of establishing alliances Food Security
between the UAE and the world. For that, there is a need to adapt future
strategies to Research and Development, so that these strategies have to be
effective and sustainable, by strengthening the international partnerships with
relevant organizations. These comprehensive partnerships build upon common
rules, vision, goals and values that place people at the heart of these efforts.
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Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation participates in Food & Agriculture’s regional
conference for the Near East in its 34th session - Rome
-Italy 7-11 May 2018

Enhancement of Food Security and enabling
farmers in the Near East and North Africa

Thanks to the directives of H.H Sheikh Nahyan Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of
Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation participates in Food & Agriculture’s
regional conference for the Near East in its 34th session – Rome – Italy during
the period from 7 to 11 May 2018. This conference was attended by ministers
of agriculture, senior officials of the participating countries and the regional
partners and organizations. The conference aims at enhancing the regional
association regarding the global policies and agricultural issues.
Prof. Abdelouhhab zaid, the general secretary of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and representative of the award in
this conference, stated in press release that this conference aims at ensuring
the effectiveness of FAO’s regional activities and determining priorities of its
work for two upcoming years as these regional priorities reflect priorities of all
member states, i.e. the sustained agriculture development and enhancement
of food security. All the procedures determined within these objectives form a
road map for the Organizations’ activities.
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Launching the website of the Second
International Festival of Sudanese Dates 2018

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation launched
the website of the 2nd International Festival of Sudanese Dates (http://
sudanfestival.com) in a framework which translates the continues keenness
of the Award to enhance its efforts to develop date production in Sudan and
to enhance the level of communication with the festival’s pioneers, who are
interested in the dates sector regionally and internationally, and to be a window
of definition and promotion of the activities and events of the festival during its
scheduled during 2-6 October 2018 at the Friendship Hall in Khartoum.
The website reviewed all events that relate to the festival, the participating
international organizations, the exhibitors list for the year 2018 and the festival
activities, which include an exhibition of Sudanese dates, scientific symposium
activities and launching a competition for Sudanese dates to stimulate and
honor farmers of the finest types of Sudanese dates which are produced in
different regions of Sudan. The website provides important information for the
audio and visual media, including news, pictures and videos of the festival, and
the introduction of the blessed tree magazine and issuing a special edition of
the Sudan festival and to be distributed to all participants within the festival.
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Launching the website of the first International
Festival of Jordanian Dates 2018

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation launched
the website of the First International Festival of Jordanian Dates
(http//jordanfestivals.com), in line with the continuous interest of the Award
to enhance its efforts to develop the production of the Jordanian dates and to
promote communication level with the festival leaders who are interested in the
dates sector regionally and internationally, and to be a window and promotional
activities and events during the meeting scheduled for 21-23 October 2018 at
Amman, under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II of the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan.
The website reviewed everything related to the festival including the participants
of international organizations and exhibitors for the year 2018 and the activities
and events of the festival, which cover date exhibition that included about
50 pavilions from four Arab countries and showed the finest types of Dates,
seedlings, and industrial techniques, production equipment and heritage
products which included palm fronds. Date palm poems and posters, in addition
to the scientific symposium which accompanied the festival, which involved 20
researchers specializing in dates from around the world.
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Announcing the winners of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation 2019

Nahayan Mabarak: We are proud that the
Award bears the name of His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa

H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance, Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation, expressed his appreciation for the high patronage
received by the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of UAE, “God protect him”, and support of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and H. H. Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs. This award has led UAE to serve the blessed tree and agricultural
innovation around the world.
This came during a press conference which was held at the Emirates Palace
in Abu Dhabi by Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, on Sunday
10 February 2019. The winners of the award were announced at the eleventh
session in the presence of Dr. Hilal Humaid Saeed Al Kaabi, Member of the
Board of Trustees, Director of the Abu Dhabi Quality and Conformity Council,
and a member of the Scientific Committee of the Award and the presence of Mr.
Musallam Obaid Al Khalis Al Ameri, CEO of Al Foah Company. We are proud of
the high level of the award during its tenth session, thanks to the great trust and
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guidance of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation.

Winners

The Secretary General of the Award added that the winners were selected
according to the international standards and mechanisms used to grant the
award. Based on the scientific committee report and the arbitration of the
participating businesses, H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Award, blessed the
results as follows:

Category: Distinguished Innovative
Technology (won equally between):

Studies

and

Modern

Dr. Mark Alfrid Tester
King Abdullah University of Science and Technology / Saudi Arabia.
and Dr. Hoda Badri Mohamed Ali / Federal Republic of Germany.

Category: Pioneering Development and Productive Projects (won
equally between):
The company Desert Fruits / Republic of Namibia
The company SAHAM Group / Kingdom of Morocco

Category: pioneering innovations developed to serve the
agricultural sector
The company GROASIS/ Netherlands

Category: Influential Figure in the Field of Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation (won equally between):
Prof. Dr. Julian Schroeder / United States of America
And Prof. Dr. Abdul Basset Odah Ibrahim, Republic of Iraq
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Declaration of the winners of the award of
distinguished farmer in the UAE in its third
session 2019
Dr. Humaid Saeed Al Kaabi, a member of
the board of trustees of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, announced the names of the
winners of the Award of Distinguished Farmer
and Innovative Farmer in its second session
2019 organized by the General Secretariat
of the Award in cooperation with Al Foah
Company. During its second session, the
Award attracted 34 distinguished farmers
from all over the country, who had the best and finest date palm farms in the
UAE. The competition focused on four categories: the small, medium, above
medium and large size farms, as well as the agricultural innovation. The winners
were determined according to the criteria and mechanisms used to grant the
award, according to the report of the Scientific Committee and the arbitration
of the farms by experts in Al Foah Company, and the blessing of His Highness
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of
the Board of Trustees. For the winners, the results as follows:

Category of the small farms

The First Place Winner: Sheikha Anoud Bint Rashed Bin Ahmed Al Mualla
The Second place winner: Saeed Abd Allah-Gomaa Baharoun Al Ali

Category of medium farms

The First Place Winner: Saeed Abdullah Hassan Bin Al Qadeem Al Habsi
The Second place winner: Hamad Al-Hurr Rashid Al-Hurr Al-Suwaidi

Category of above-medium farms

The First Place Winner: Khalifa Abdullah Khamis Mohammed Al Mazrouei
The Second place winner: Mohammed Saeed Salem Ja’id Al Qubaisi

Category of large farms

The First Place Winner: Sultan Saeed Mohd Sultan Al-Ariani
The Second place winner: Mohammed Ali Morshed Al Marar
Mr. Musallam Obaid Al Khalis Al Ameri, CEO of Al Foah, pointed to the
importance of the distinguished farmer award in supporting and motivating UAE
farmer to develop agricultural services, and improve UAE dates and enhance
competitiveness locally and internationally. He praised the distinguished
winners in palm growing and date production in the UAE.
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The winners of the “Date Palm in the Eyes of the World”
competition will be announced at its Tenth session of 2019

862 pictures in the eyes of 258 photographers
from 22 countries around the world

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation announced the names of the winners of the International Photography
Competition; “The Date Palm in the Eyes of the World” at its Tenth session of 2019
in cooperation with the Abu Dhabi International Photography Association, under the
patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nahyan Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance
and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Award, where the results were as follows:

The first place was won by the photographer; Moosa Alhajri

The second place was won by the
photographer; Ziyad Aleid

Third place was won by the photographer;
Salem Alsawafi
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Announcement of the winners of “Date Palm in the
Tongues of Poets” competition third session 2019

With the participation of 107 poets
representing 14 Arab countries

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation announced the winners of “Date Palm in the Tongues
of Poets” competition third session 2019 organized by the General Secretariat
of the award under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Award. The competition aims to use the Nabataean poetry as an important tool
in developing public awareness of the importance of date palm in the terms of
heritage, agriculture, food and economy.
The results were as follows:
1- The poet Mohamed Hamdan Lafi Al Anzah ranked the first for a poem
entitled “Sheikha of Basket”.
2- The poet Ali Alwan mosaed Bin Shibtan ranked the second, for a poem
entitled “Sheikha of the orchard”
3- The poet Ahmed Mohamed Hassan Abdul Al Fadil ranked the third for the
poem entitled “Bride of Desert”
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In honor of H. H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Giza Governorate signs a contract for
establishing refrigerated dates warehouses
in the Al Wahat Marine Centre of Egypt

His Excellency General Mohamed Kamal Al-Dali, Governor of Giza, Egypt
witnessed, on May 23, 2018, signing of a contract for the implementation of
a project for the establishment of refrigerated dates warehouses in the marine
Oasis, between Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, represented by Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, Dr.
Amjad Ahmed Al Qadi, representing the Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
and Tayseer Abdul Fattah, Head of Al Wahat Marine Center and City
Representative of Giza Governorate and Engineer Alaa Abdul Bari Ibrahim,
representing the executing company.
The Governor of Giza said that the governorate allocated 10 acres in the
marine oasis to implement the project and its future expansions to create cold
stores, its warehouses capacity of 3900 tons in the city of Albawaiti at marine
Oasis in accordance with respect to the requirements of industrial, healthy
and environmental considerations and security and safety considerations. He
pointed out that the total production of marine pellets from dates up to 30
thousand tons per year with a total of 1.5 million date palms and the project
represents one of the cooperation shapes between the governorate and the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry and Khalifa International Award for Date
palm and Agricultural Innovation.
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Matrouh Governor receives KIADPAI
representatives in preparation for Siwa
4th Festival, 2018

In his office at the governorate’s General Secretariat, H.E Major General Magdi
El Gharably, Governor of Matrouh, received, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, The
Secretary-General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, and Dr. Amjad Al Qady, representative of the Egyptian Ministry of
Trade and Industry, to discuss the Siwa Oasis preparations for the 4th Egyptian
Dates Festival, to be held in November 7 – 9, 2018. The governor instructed
that all executive and popular entities collaborate and make early preparations
to ensure the success of the 4th Dates Festival, and to dress Siwa Oasis in a
most splendid garb during the festival. The meeting was attended by engineer
Tamer Said, Secretary General of the Governorate, Muhammad Al Sayyed,
Director of Planning and Follow-Up, and some governorate department directors
concerned with the festival. It is worth noting that the 4th Dates Festival in
Siwa witnesses the participation of date manufacturers and exporters from all
Egyptian governorates, along with experts in date palm cultivation, production,
and protection; date palm cultivation and date manufacturing specialists; and
representatives of certain scientific and research institutions and international
organizations and entities interested in the field.
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Preparing for establishing the fourth Festival
of Egyptian Dates in Siwa, November 2018

Eng. Omar Nassar, Minister of Trade and Industry of the Arab Republic of Egypt,
announced that Siwa Oasis will host the Fourth Festival of Dates during, 7 to 9
November 2018 under the patronage of the Republic President Abdel Fattah Al
Sisi. The minister pointed out that the festival will include an exhibition, workshops,
competitions and meetings for buyers and importers from around the world.
The minister said that the great success witnessed in the festival during its last
three sessions is a fundamental pillar for the development of the Egyptian dates
industry, especially that Egypt is the first country in the world with the highest
production of dates, as he also praised the prominent role played by Khalifa
International Award for date palm and agricultural innovation to contribute to
the organization of this festival and the promotion of the industry and planting
dates in Egypt.
This came during the meeting between the minister and Prof. Abdelouahhab
Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation on September 21, 2018, which dealt with the latest
arrangements for the Fourth Festival of Egyptian Dates organized by the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry, in cooperation with Khalifa International Award for
Date Palm and agriculture innovation in the UAE, The United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO), the Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) of the United Nations and Matrouh Governorate.
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Under the patronage of His Excellency President Abdel
Fattah Al Sisi With the support of His Highness Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

The Official Opening of the Fourth Egyptian
Dates Festival in Siwa 2018
With the participation of 146 farmers and exhibitors
representing six Arab countries

Under the patronage of President Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, President of the Arab
Republic of Egypt, and under the guidance and support of His Highness Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Presidential Affairs, the oasis of Siwa witnessed the official opening of the 4th
Egyptian Dates Festival on Friday, 09 November 2018. Khalifa International
Award for Date palm and agricultural innovation in cooperation with the
Egyptian Ministry of Commerce and Industry and Matrouh Governorate, in the
presence of H.E Eng. Ahmed Taha, the representative of H.E Eng. Amr Nassar,
Minister of Commerce and Industry, and Dr. Ezzedine Omar Abu Setit, Minister
of Agriculture and Land Reclamation. Maj. Gen. Magdy El Gharabli, Governor
of Matrouh, H.E Major General Mohamed Zamlout, Governor of the New
Valley, Sami Al Naqbi, Ambassador Representative of the UAE in Cairo, and
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid , Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation.
H.E Representative of Egyptian Minister of Trade and Industry confirmed in his
official speech to the Festival the importance of the historical strong relationship
between Egypt and UAE in all areas especially agricultural investment. He has
praised UAE support to Arab countries everywhere in the world and praised the
efforts of Secretary General of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation in organizing this festival for its fourth consecutive
year.
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The representative of Minister
has pointed out to the efforts
exerted by Ministry of Trade
and
Industry
to
develop
Egyptian Date Sector as per the
national strategy of date sector
development; increasing the
number of existing date factories
to 16 factories and increasing
the exports of Egyptian dates
during the first nine months of
2018 compared to the same
period in 2017 to 35.3 million
dollars by 73% increase and
37.4 thousand tons by 61%
increase and the number of
importing countries increased to 60 countries for same period. New products
of dates have been innovated and date paste manufacturing technology has
been imported to reduce Egypt’s imports of date manufactured goods by
60%. The Ministry has qualified 5 factories to receive ISO 2200 and are now
qualifying another 5 factories. The ISO-approved factories are being registered
to be members to Export Council of Food Industries. Technical support and
importing technology to establish 10 factories in several areas and qualifying 5
manufacturers and suppliers of minced compressed date in Al Badrasheen and
Al Marazeeq in School Food Project, are also initiated.
Prof.
Abdelouahhab
Zaid,
Secretary-General of Khalifa
International
Award
for
Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, confirmed in his
speech the importance of strong
relationships between UAE and
Egypt. The festival was conducted
upon the instructions and
support of His Highness Sheikh
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahayan,
UAE Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Presidential Affairs
and under continuous follow-up
of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayann, Minister of
Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Award as culmination of
such strong relationship between the two countries.
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Maj. Gen. Magdy El Gharabli, Governor of Matrouh has praised, in his speech,
partnership with the Award that led to big number of development projects
within four years and to support and development of date palm sector in Siwa
and Egypt thanks to the generous support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs. The major general added that the date factories in Siwa increased
from 9 to 13 factories within 4 years with total investments of about 20 million
Egyptian pounds. Moreover, the number of date fridges in Siwa increased from
15 to 25 fridges within four years.

The organizing committee has opened the festival on Wednesday 7 November
2018 with the participation of 146 suppliers representing six Arab countries
(Republic of Sudan, UAE, KSA, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Republic of
Libya and Egypt) in special booths in Olympic Village in Siwa City with a large
public attendance of all community categories, including businessmen and
companies which came to see best Egyptian dates in order to give the farmers
and producers a good opportunity to make commercial deals.
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Siwa farmers competing with finest dates in the fourth
festival of Egyptian Dates

146 Suppliers from 6 countries participating
in the fourth Egyptian Dates Exhibition in
Olympic Village in Siwa

Under the patronage of His Excellency President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi, Egyptian
Date Exhibition was opened as a part of the fourth Egyptian Date Palm Festival
in Siwa in the presence of H.E Eng. Ahmed Taha, the representative of H.E Eng.
Amr Nassar, Minister of Trade and Industry, and Dr. Ezzedine Omar Abu Setit,
Minister of Agriculture and Land Reclamation. Maj. Gen. Magdy El Gharabli,
Governor of Matrouh, HE Major General Mohamed Zamlout, Governor of the
New Valley, Sami Al Naqbi, UAE Ambassador Representative in Cairo, and
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, in addition to a large number of
farmers and people of Siwa. The festival continued for three days with the
participation of 146 suppliers representing 6 Arab countries and 71 importers
in addition to delegations of five Arab countries; Republic of Sudan, UAE, KSA,
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and Republic of Libya.
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Organized by the Award with the participation of 92
Egyptian date farmers competed in ten categories

Value of Awards 300,000 Egyptian pounds
at the rate of 30.000 pounds per winner

Honoring the winners of the Egyptian dates competition in its fourth session in
Siwa 2018
The results of the competition were as follows:
1. Category of the best person or service served dates sector in Egypt
won by / Ahmed Said Khalil Abdul Rahman from Siwa
2. The best applied research category on date palm cultivation, date
production, and techniques of processing and packing Egyptian dates
Tamer Ibrahim Mohamed Ragab from Cairo
3. Category of the best farmer dates producer Siwa “Saeedi”
won by / Yousef Ahmed Salama from Siwa
4. Category of the best palm handicraft product of date palm (3 winners)
• The first place was won by Mohammed Ali Omar Saud from Siwa
• The second place was won by Nimah Awad Hassan from Siwa
• The third place was won by Rukiah Othman Mohammed Muslim from Siwa
5. Category of the best palm farms acquired multiple varieties of palm dates
Egyptian
won by / Haidar Mohammed Abdul Salam from Siwa
6. Category of the best new product dates and derivatives (3 winners)
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• First place won by Dr. Marwa Abdel Karim Ibrahim from Cairo
• The second place was won by Mohammed Khalid Abu Baker Khaled from
Siwa

• Third place was won by Khaled Said Ahmed Naji from Cairo

7. The category of the best techniques used in date palm cultivation and
production of Egyptian dates
won by the GK company for agricultural investment from the oases
8. The best category to design a package for packing Egyptian dates (3
winners)
• The first place was won by Jihan Abdul Rahman Ali from Siwa
• The second place was won by Hussein Mohammed Hussein Ali from Siwa
• Third place was won by the Food Engineering Research & Processing
Department (Food Technology Research Institute), Cairo Agricultural
Research Institute
9. Category of the best house or factory to fill the Egyptian dates
won by / Al Tahan Golden Dance of the New Valley
10. Category of the best farm for the production of organic dates (3 winners)
• The first place was won by Bilal Ahmed Bilal from Siwa
• Second place was won by Bilal Mohammed Bilal from Siwa
• Third place was won by Sulaiman Omar Hassanein from Siwa
The ceremony was also attended by Eng. Shaaban Maaraf, President of the
City Council of Siwa, as a prominent figure in the field of palm growing and
date production in the Arab Republic of Egypt.
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Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid opens the scientific symposium
with the participation of elite palm experts

18 Research in the fourth scientific
symposium at the Egyptian Dates Festival in
Siwa 2018

As usual, the scientific workshops held among the activities of the 4th Festival
of Egyptian Dates in Siwa 2018, were held as a focal point to discuss the
challenges of palm cultivation, production, processing and marketing of
Egyptian dates. 18 researchers and date palm specialists from various
governmental institutions and research centers in Egypt and neighboring Arab
countries. Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary-General of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, opened the symposium
and stressed the importance of scientific research in the development of date
palm and date production, praising the scientific efforts exerted by all aspects
to develop this important sector at the level of the Arab Republic of Egypt,
in cooperation with the General Secretariat of the International Award and
relevant international organizations. Eng. Hanan Al Hadari, Rapporteur of the
Industry and Innovation Council at the Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
stressed the importance of the scientific efforts presented at the symposium
as it reflects the results of research in various scientific research institutions in
Egypt in facing the challenges of manufacturing and marketing Egyptian dates.
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The most prominent recommendations of the Scientific
Committee of the 4th Egyptian Festival of Dates

Propagation of promising varieties of
Egyptian dates and re-establishment of the
festival in the places of production of other
Oasis in Egypt

The Scientific Committee of the Fourth Festival of Egyptian Dates, held in
the city of Siwa during the period from 07 to 09 November 2013 under the
patronage of His Excellency President Abdul Fattah al-Sisi and the support
of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, representing six countries, adopted
a number of recommendations. The following is a summary of the procedures
and results of the Committee’s work and recommendations:
1. Resumption of the festival next year with consideration of the possibility of its
establishment in the places of production of other dates.
2. To identify a specialized subject of economic importance for the development
of the date sector in order to be the subject of the scientific symposium of
each festival.
3. Recommending the propagation of some promising varieties in Siwa Oasis
through tissue culture such as: – Ashun Jubail, Tak Takit, and Ghazal.
4. Providing the equipment and technologies required to operate the date plant
to be established in Aswan Governorate. This came in the context of the
work of the Committee of the of Egyptian Dates Festival IV Siwa 2018.
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In a statement to the Egyptian press, Prof.
Abdelouahhab Zaid: Siwa Festival places
Egyptian dates on the international export map

In its 4th Session, to be launched this Wednesday, the Egyptian Dates Festival,
hosted by Siwa town, has become a success story and a landmark for Egyptian
date, and also a destination for dates traders and investors from a session the
world. Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, affirmed that, in its fourth
year in a row, the Egyptian Dates Festival has matured and assumed its due
position among the exhibitions and festivals of date palm cultivation, and
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date production, manufacturing and marketing, on the world trade map. In
a press statement, Dr Abdul Wahhab noted that the Egyptian Dates Festival
underscores the deep historical bilateral relationship between the two brotherly
Egyptian and Emirati peoples and the considerable trust imparted by HH Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President (may Allah safeguard him), and
by HH President Abdul Fattah El Sisi, of Egypt, towards working together for
the development and improvement of the dates sectors in the Arab Republic
of Egypt.
The Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation also referred to the support given by H.H Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Presidential Affairs, and the follow up maintained by H.H Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation. He also lauded the solid and fruitful cooperation between the
Secretariat General of the Award and the Ministry of Trade and Industry, the
Governorate of Matrouh and the rest of competent authorities in Egypt, and a
number of international organizations towards working together on developing
and improving the dates sector in the Arab Republic of Egypt. In this regard,
he expressed his appreciation of the role played by all the partners in lending
success to this festival, with the purpose of manifesting the bright cultural side
of the Arab Republic of Egypt and the leading role of the UAE and its effective
contribution in building human civilization and its remarkable position on Arab
and international levels.
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The Award examines the preparation of the Second
International Festival of Sudanese Dates 2018

The first Deputy President of the Republic
of Sudan receives the Award General
Secretariat delegation

H.E General Dr. Bakri Hassan Saleh, First Vice President of the Republic of
Sudan and Prime Minister of the Republic of Sudan, received at his office on
June first, 2018 the delegation of the General Secretariat of Khalifa International
Date Palm Award and Agricultural Innovation under the chairmanship of Prof.
Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Award, and the presence of
Dr. Ahmed Ali Qanif, Chairman of the Sudanese Dates Agriculture and Care
Association, in which they reviewed the efforts of UAE to organize the Sudanese
Dates Festival in its second session in October 2018, as he praised the honor
of His Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, in organizing the festival and the
success achieved in the first round of the festival, as supporting and developing
palm cultivation and date production in Sudan.
On the other part, H.E. Hamad Mohammed Humaid Al-Junaibi, UAE
Ambassador in Khartoum, received a delegation of the General Secretariat
of the Award, in his office in the Sudanese capital, to discuss preparations for
organizing the Second Sudanese International Dates Festival in cooperation
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with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry in Sudan. He also offered the
facilities for the success of the festival, which will contribute to the promotion
and development of bilateral relations between the two countries.
The General Secretariat delegation of the award held a special meeting with
H.E. Dr. Ibrahim Adam Ahmed Al-Dakhiri, General Director of the Arab
Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD) of the Arab States League,
and another meeting with H.E. Papagana Ahmado, Director of the Office of
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Sudan. In
which it was agreed that the (AOAD) and FAO will supervise the selection
of scientific papers that will be presented during the scientific symposium
accompanying the festival in its second session.
The delegation of the General Secretariat of the award concluded its technical
tour in Sudan by meeting with the entire members of the Organizing Committee
of the festival at the headquarters of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
in the presence of H.E. Dr. Bader Al-Deen Al-Sheikh, Undersecretary of the
Ministry, Dr. Ahmed Ali Qanif, Chairman of the Sudanese Dates Agriculture
Association and other members of the Organizing Committee, as they
adopted the agenda of the festival and the tasks of the working team and
all administrative and technical procedures for the success of the Sudanese
Second International Festival of Dates, which will be held in the Friendship Hall
in Khartoum on 02-06 October 2018
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UAE Ambassador in Khartoum: Sustainment
of the Sudanese Dates will persist; the
festival contributed in promoting circularity
to the Sudanese dates

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation announced the events of the 2nd International Sudanese
Dates Festival organized by the Award in collaboration with the Sudanese
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and the Society for Cultivation and Care
for Date Palm Trees (October 2 – 6, 2018), under the patronage of the
Vice-President, Lieutenant-General Dr. Bakri Hassan Saleh, at the Friendship
Hall, Khartoum. The announcement was made during a press conference held
at the Sudanese SUNA journalist platform on October 1st, 2019, in the presence
of H.E Hamad Muhammad Al Junaibi, UAE Ambassador to Khartoum, H.E Dr.
Badr Al Deen Al Shaykh, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry Undersecretary,
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, KIADPAI Secretary General, and HE Dr Nasr Al
Deen Shalqami, Vice-President of Sudanese Society for Cultivation and Care
for Date Palm Trees.
The UAE Ambassador to Khartoum, H.E Hamad Muhammad Al Junaibi
repeated that the festival underscores the depth of the relation between the
two fellow Emirati and Sudanese peoples, besides promoting trust between the
leaders of the two countries with the purpose of developing the dates sector in
Sudan. He also affirmed that the UAE embassy will not spare an effort towards
cooperation so as to maintain success of the festival and the Award.
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The opening of the Second International Festival of
Sudanese Dates 2018

Sudanese Vice President praises the noble
positions of the UAE and its support for the
regional countries
The festival supports the relationships between UAE and
Sudan to develop the date palm sector

Under the patronage and presence of First Vice-President, Dr. Bakri Hassan
Saleh, the First Deputy of the Republic President, the Sudanese capital
witnessed the inauguration of the second International Festival of Sudanese
Dates, on October 2nd, 2018 at the Friendship Hall in Khartoum. In the
presence of His Excellency Engineer Hasab Al Nabi Musa, Federal Minister
of Agriculture and Forestry, H.E Hamad Mohammed Humaid Al Junaibi, UAE
Ambassador to Khartoum, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, Dr.
Hilal Hameed Saeed Al Kaabi, Member of the Board of Trustees of the Award
and Dr. Ahmed Ali Qanif, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Sudanese
Date Palm Cultivation and Care Society.
During the opening ceremony, the First Vice President stressed the importance
of the distinguished historical relationships between the Republic of Sudan and
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the United Arab Emirates at various levels, and in various fields, especially in
the field of agricultural investment.
He also Praised the noble positions of UAE towards the Arab region everywhere,
as he also mentioned the efforts of the General Secretariat of Khalifa
International Award for Date palm and agricultural innovation for its success in
organizing this festival for the second year in a row.
Hamad Mohammed Humaid Al Junaibi, UAE Ambassador to Khartoum,
also stressed the importance of the festival in supporting the strong relations
between the UAE and the Republic of Sudan. As he expressed his appreciation
for the great cooperation between all the competent authorities in Sudan with
the General Secretariat of the Award, and the UAE Embassy in Khartoum,
to provide all facilities to ensure the success of the festival and achieve its
objectives.
He also pointed out that, we are witnessing today the start of the national
festival of Sudanese dates in its second phase, and we are full of love and
appreciation for our brothers in the UAE, who stood beside the blessed tree
and workers in the field of palm agriculture and date production in Sudan. In
the year of Zayed- may God have mercy upon him- as he is the first man of
environment and agriculture, we say thank you for UAE. We also take pride
in the patronage and presence of H.E General Bakri Hassan Saleh, First Vice
President of the Republic. And the support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin
Zayed Al Nahayan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs in UAE.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, General Secretary of Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, said that the organization of this
festival comes at the initiative of His Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs in
UAE. In cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, the Sudanese
Date Palm Cultivation and Care Society, the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, the International Center for Agricultural Research in
the Dry Areas, and the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development, the
International Date Palm Network, and Date Palm Friends Society Palm, in order
to promote palm support and stimulate the cultivation of dates in Sudan sector.
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The First Deputy opens the Sudanese Dates exhibition 2018

Participation of four Arab countries and a large
Arab and international diplomatic presence

The General Dr. Bakri Hassan Saleh, the First Deputy President of the
Republic of Sudan, opened the exhibition accompanying the events of the 2nd
International Festival of Sudanese Dates on 02 October 2018, in the presence
of a large Arab and international diplomatic presence. The exhibition included
about 140 exhibitors who represent four countries (UAE, Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
and Sudan) and various farmers and companies from the Republic of the
Sudan which covered various aspects of the date palm growing sector and the
production of finest types of Sudanese dates, heritage and art works of palm,
textile seedlings, and food related to dates.
The date palm in Sudan is considered as an economic crop and an important
source of food security, as the annual production is estimated at 431,000 metric
tons per year, which is small compared to the country’s enormous potential.
Sudan is famous in the world for the production of dry dates. There are six good
commercial varieties in Sudan which are : El Barkawi, Kandilah, Dry Abtamoda,
Bright, Wad Khatib, Semi-Dry Wad Laki, and soft Varieties. The exhibition,
during five days, was attended by a large number of attendees, interested
people, farmers, date producers and specialized National associations. The
exhibition attracted a wide range of people as it was located in the Friendship
Hall in downtown Khartoum.
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The exhibition was
also accompanied
with a number of
activities and events,
which included a
coordination aiming
to attract students
to the school trips
and visits to the
date’s exhibition. As
the handicrafts area
included crafts and
heritage products,
in which civil society
organizations participated. A large number of art works using date palms were
displayed.
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Awarding the Medal of Merit for Sudanese
Dates Producers

The President of the Republic of Sudan, Omar Hassan Al-Bashir, gave the
Medal of Merit for the best date producers in Sudan, for their efforts and their
contribution to the development of dates sector, which helped to increase
productivity. The Lieutenant-General First Deputy President of the Republic
Dr. Bakri Hassan Saleh, honored the growers during the opening ceremony of
the 2nd International Festival of Sudanese Dates, on 02 October 2018, which
included H.E Mr. Salah Bashir Al Nafidi, Mr. Mohammed Ahmed Abu Hawa
and Dr. Awad Mohammed Ahmed Othman.

Winners of the Sudanese Dates Competition 2018 by category

The category of the best producer farmer of Barkawi category:
The winner / Ahmed Mohamed Ahmed Ali
The category of the best producer farmer of the Kandila category:
The winner / Awad Abdul Latif Sabel Abdullah
The category of the best producer farmer of Al Saqee category:
The winner / Dr. Saleh Darwish
The category of the best producer farmer of Al Mejhool Category:
The winner / the Farm of the Virgin Mary
The category of the best heritage industry product of remnants of the Palm:
The winner / Mohamed Hassan Saleh Abdul Karim
The best category of packing for Sudanese dates:
The winner / Amir Ali Al Hassan Ali
Best Sudanese Food Product Category:
Winner / Kawthar Ahmed Mohamed Hamad
The Best Model Farm for Sudanese Dates:
The winner / Saif Al-Din Mohammed Othman Khalifa
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The winners of the Date Palm in the eyes of the Sudanese
photographers / the second session 2018

The first place winner: the photographer / Haider Hassan Fouad
The second place winner: the photographer / Kamal Mohamed Ahmed Al-Dou
The third place winner: the photographer / Falah Bilal Mudawi

The winners of the contest titled ‘the date palm with the
public Poetry’ in Sudan / Second Session 2018
The winner of the first place: the Poet / Mohamed Ahmed Nakd Allah Al-Omar
The winner of the second place: the poet / Ahmed Serag Eldin Ahmed Serab
The winner of the third place: the poet / Ahmed Ali Sharif Tifour
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A honor of His Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

The award is about the preparations for the
International Festival of Jordanian Dates 2018

H.E Mattar Saif Al Shamsi, Ambassador of UAE to the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan, met on 24 June 2018 at his office in the Jordanian capital Amman with
the delegation of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, headed by Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the
Award, who was visiting Jordan on 23-27 June 2018, during which they
discussed the preparations for organizing the First International Festival of
Dates in Amman, organized by the General Secretariat of the Award, in honor
of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential Affairs, in cooperation with the Jordanian Ministry
of Agriculture and The Jordanian Dates Association.
The Ambassador welcomed the delegation and expressed his readiness to
provide all the facilities and possibilities for the success of the delegation mission
and the organization of the date’s festival for the benefit of the two countries
and contribute to the promotion and development of bilateral relations.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Award, met H.E Eng. Khalid
Al Hanifat, Jordanian Minister of Agriculture, in the presence of His Excellency
the UAE Ambassador and Eng. Hazem Saleem Al Samadi, Director of the
International Cooperation and Trade Agreements Directorate at the Jordanian
Ministry of Agriculture and Jordanian Dates Association. In which they reviewed
the preparations of the Organizing Committee for holding the first Jordanian
dates festival in coming October, which will contribute to the support and
development of date palm sector in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
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Under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II and
with the support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan

The First International Festival of Jordanian
Dates will kick off October 21, 2018

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation, held a press conference in Amman, Jordan, on 10
September 2018 to announce the organization of the First International Festival
of Jordanian Dates in Amman, 21-23 October 2018, under the patronage of His
Majesty King Abdullah II of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and by a honor
from H.H. Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential Affairs, in United Arab Emirates. In the presence
of H.E. Eng. Khalid Hanifat, Jordan’s Minister of Agriculture H.E. Mattar Saif
Sulaiman Al Shamsi, Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates to Amman, Prof.
Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Award, Dr. Nasr Al-Deem Al Haj
Amin, Representative of FAO in Jordan, Dr. Mohammed Bin Saleh, Regional
Coordinator, and representative of the international center for the agricultural
researches in the dry areas, and engineer Fidaa Al Rawabdeh, head of the
Regional office of the Arab Organization for Agricultural Development , and
Eng. Anwar Haddad, the director of the Jordanian Dates Association.
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The Jordanian Minister of Agriculture affirmed that the festival was an affirmation
of the deep historical relations between the United Arab Emirates and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan within the framework of the memorandum of
understanding signed in Abu Dhabi on 19/3/2018 between the countries for
that aim. The organization of this festival comes at a time when the sector of
cultivation and production of Jordanian dates, especially Al Mejhool dates in
the areas of the Jordan Valley is a significant development, as the Kingdom’s
production of Mejhool dates about 14% of world production.
On his part, H.E. Mattar
Saif Sulaiman Al Shamsi,
UAE Ambassador to
Amman,
said
that,
leading by the pioneering
position achieved by the
UAE in the last decades
in
supporting
and
developing the palm
and date production
sector at the regional
and international levels.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid,
Secretary General of Khalifa
International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation, hailed the high
patronage of His Majesty
King Abdullah II, the king
of the Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan, for the First
International Festival of
Dates, and His Highness
Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
of Presidential Affairs.
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Opening of the First Jordanian International Festival of
Mejhool Dates 2018

The Minister of Agriculture, as the Delegate
of the King, inaugurates the International
Dates Festival in the presence of the UAE
Minister of state for Future Food Security

On behalf of His Majesty King Abdullah II, the Minister of Agriculture and
Environment, Eng. Ibrahim Al-Shahaheda, inaugurated the first international
festival for Jordanian Mejhool dates, organized by Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, and the Ministry of Agriculture
and Jordan Dates Association in cooperation with concerned international
organizations.
Al-Shahaheda said that the Ministry of Agriculture has sought to cooperate
with the partners to establish the festival in order to present the finest kinds of
dates such as Mejhool and to strengthen the links between farmers, producers
and manufacturers of dates and international buyers to ensure signing of
international purchase contracts, in addition to encouraging the production
and processing of dates by setting the priorities and main axes of the Award to
be presented by the Secretariat General of Khalifa International Award within
ten carefully chosen subjects.
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The festival provides the opportunity to identify the challenges facing the
production and processing of dates, and exchanging of knowledge in modern
technological methods to enable palm growers and Jordanian dates producers
through specialized scientific symposia to be held in the festival with the
participation of international experts specialized in scientific research in dates.
Al-Shahaheda also praised the importance of cultivating date palm varieties
with high economic returns, and seeks to encourage non-traditional crops that
meet the needs of local and international markets.
Minister of State for Future
Food Security “Mariam Al
Muhairi” and head of the
UAE delegation which takes
part in the festival, pointed
out that this festival is one
of the success stories of the
cooperation between the
two brotherly countries in
which the leadership seeks
to strengthen the bonds of
Interconnection to enhance
food
security
through
the
development
and
exploitation of our natural
resources. As Her Excellency
said that we remember the
vision of our father Sheikh
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
when he pointed out that
civilization is closely linked to agriculture, as societies cannot be built without
development of agriculture.
On his part, UAE Ambassador to Oman Mattar Saif Al Shamsi, said that the
festival coincides with the UAE’s celebration of the year of Zayed, the founder
of UAE, and builder of its agriculture renaissance, as he praised the role of all
partners in the success of the festival, to highlight the bright face of Jordan and
the leading role of UAE, and its active contribution to the creation of human
civilization and its status at the Arab and international levels.
The Secretary-General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, stressed the importance of
the partnership between the award and the specialists in Jordan in the success
of this festival, in order to improve the date palm and to support and stimulate
date planting in Jordan.
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President of Jordan Dates Association, Eng. Anwar Haddad, said that Jordan’s
accession to the list of countries producing Mejhool dates in 2017 comes as a
good result of the official efforts and the efforts of farmers as well as the first
pioneers, who took the risk of leadership and invested in this area. Following
the opening ceremony, the Minister of Agriculture and guests opened the
accompanying exhibition of the festival, which includes about 80 pavilions for
UAE, Egypt, Jordan, Sudan and Italy. The exhibition was attended by a number
of productive date palm growers, producing companies and local agents for the
production inputs of date production and packaging companies.

Honoring the winners of the Jordanian Dates Competition 2018

During the opening ceremony, H.E. Eng. Ibrahim Al Shahaheda and Her
Excellency Mariam Bint Mohammed Al Muhairi, witnessed the honoring of the
winners of the Jordanian Dates Competition. The results were as follows:
1- The category of the best personality who served the date palm and dates
sector in Jordan: Eng. Mohammed Suleiman Abdul Salam Salamat and
Engineer Fakhri Hamad Ibrahim Al-Mashahra.
2- The best applied scientific research to the categories of Mejhool and Barhi:
the first winner / Dr. Ali Yousef Yaad, and the second winner / Engineer
Hani Daoud Ghoneim
3- The best production category for the dates of Al Mejhool category in
Jordan: the first winner / Telal Al Noor Farms, and the second winner /
Mr. Ghaleb Mohammed Kassab Al-Da’ja
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4- The best production category for the Jordanian date category called
Barhi: First winner / Saeed Al-Sagheer Foundation, and the second winner
/ Al-Baraka Farms
5- The best covering & Packaging category for Jordanian dates: the first
winner / Eng. Tarek Mohammed Al-Junaidi, and the second winner / Mr.
Halim Fouad Halim Abu Rahma
6- The best food product category of the Jordanian dates: the first winner /
Ms. Sana Ishaq Almanat, and the second winner is / Ms. Sarah Kamal Ali
Al Hares
7- The category of the best farm for date palms in Jordan: the first winner /
the Farm of Arar, and the second winner / the farms of Tamara
8- The category of the best innovation in the field of palm and dates in
Jordan: the first winner / the first place was blocked, and the second winner/
Ms. Olga Suhair Elias Azouni
9- The category of the best operator (house for packing or date factory) for
the dates in Jordan: the first winner is/ Al Mejhool packaging, covering and
storage village company, and the second winner / Awad Al-Alawi Dates
Foundation.

Honoring the influential persons

The influential persons in the date palm sector were honored in the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, as follow:
1- The late Dr. Abdullah Arar and received by his wife Mrs. Balqis Al Roussan
2- Eng. Samir Kawar and received on his behalf by Eng. Hisham Danat
3- Mr. Mahmoud Abu Ayyash
4- Mr. Salim Odeh Al-Nabar
5- Dr. Hassan Khalid Al-Okaidi
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Lectures of the scientific symposium accompanying the first
international festival of Jordan 2018
The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation issued a proceeding of lectures for the scientific
symposium accompanying the first International Festival of Dates organized
by the Jordanian Ministry of Agriculture in cooperation with the Jordanian
Dates Association on October 21-23, 2018. A scientific expert presented by
palm experts at the Arab and international level, within three scientific sessions
focused on the services associated with date palm cultivation, especially the
category of Mejhool and accompanying diseases stages of growth and maturity,
marketing services and challenges of competition in the international market.

Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Award, said: “In celebration
of the distinguished relationship between the United Arab Emirates and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and upon the directives and support of His
Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister
and UAE Minister of Presidential Affairs, H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation. The
General Secretariat of the Award and its strategic objectives are to develop the
date palm sector in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan by launching a number
of programs and projects of development and the development of this sector,
was the first International.
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Gifts exchange

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation awarded the Golden Shield to the festival sponsor, His
Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hussein, received by His Majesty’s representative
H.E. Ibrahim Al Shahaheda. As the Royal Court also presented a gift to His
Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister
and the Minister of Presidential Affairs received by Her Excellency Mariam
Bint Mohammed Al Muhairi, as the Royal Court also presented a gift to H.H
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation.
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Opening the accompanying exhibition and signing the book
of date palm cultivation and date production in Jordan

Following the official opening ceremony of the first International Festival of
Jordanian Dates, the three-day exhibition of the festival was inaugurated
on 21-23 October 2018.Guests of the festival from international and local
organizations and the strategic partners attended the exhibition and observed
the items presented.
The exhibition included
about 50 pavilions which
represented (UAE, Egypt,
Jordan, Sudan and Italy),
which was attended by
a number of date palm
growers,
producing
companies and local
agents for the production
inputs of date production
and
manufacturing,
packaging
companies
and seedlings producers.

78

Signing the book of the date palm growing and date
production in Jordan

The signing ceremony of the book “Date Palm cultivation and dates production
in Jordan” took place, reality, challenges and prospects, The first edition of the
book was presented to Eng. Ibrahim Al-Shahaheda, Minister of Agriculture,
and representative of the sponsor of the festival, in the presence of the authors
of the book, Prof. Abdel Basset Odeh Ibrahim, and Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid,
Secretary General of the Khalifa International Award for Palm Dates and
Agricultural Innovation, and Eng. Anwar Haddad, Director of Jordan Dates
Association. A copy of the book was distributed to all guests and attendees of
the opening ceremony of the First International Festival of Jordanian Dates.
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Al-Razzaz meets UAE Minister of State for Future Food
Security Affairs

As he praised the efforts of the award in
organizing the Jordanian Dates Festival

H.E. Dr. Omar Al Razzaz, Prime Minister of Jordan, received UAE Minister
of State for Future Food Security Mariam Bint Mohammed Al Muhairi, at his
office in Amman, October 21, 2018, who is visiting Jordan to participate in the
first international festival of dates which is organized by Khalifa International
Award for Date and Agricultural Innovation, in cooperation with a number of
concerned international organizations.
During the meeting, which was attended by Minister of Agriculture and
Environment Eng. Ibrahim Al-Shahaheda, he stressed that UAE is always a
forerunner and pioneer country in providing ideas that will enhance the
employment and production opportunities, for various sectors, including
the development of palm and date production sector at the regional and
international levels. He praised the efforts of the award in organizing Jordan
dates festival.
Her Excellency Mariam Bint Mohammed Al Muhairi, UAE Minister of State
for Future Food Security, said that the UAE is always working for developing
the food security system, and the directions of modern agricultural technology
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as well as the different ways to overcome the obstacles associated with the
global changes, as Her Excellency, at the same time, is emphasizing Jordan’s
agricultural products in the field of date production.
On his turn, the Minister of Agriculture and Environment, Eng. Ibrahim
Al-Shahaheda, praised the UAE support through Khalifa International Award
for the festival, as he pointed out that the support of agriculture starts from
marketing of its products. Khalifa International award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation, has achieved the success in organizing a number of
date festivals in a number of Arab countries, as the organization of the festival
in its second edition in Jordan for the version 2018.
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UAE won the best pavilion at the 9th
International Dates Forum in Morocco 2018

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has been ranked as the best international
pavilion among 15 countries participating in the 9th International Forum for
Dates in Erfoud, Morocco. The UAE delegation was welcomed and appreciated
by the international efforts exerted by the UAE to support and develop the date
palm infrastructure in the Arab and International levels.
H.E Aziz Akhnoush, Minister of Agriculture, Marine Fisheries, Rural
Development, Water and Forests, opened the 9th International Symposium
on Dates in Erfoud, under the patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI,
which took place on 25-28 October 2018 with the participation of 15 countries
around the world.
The UAE pavilion was represented by Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, as the pavilion attracted all the attendees.
The United Arab Emirates University represented by the Plant Tissue Lab was
also attended by the Palm Society of the UAE, the International Center for
Biosaline Agriculture, Al Foah Company for Dates, Liwa Dates Factory, as
well as representatives of the International Festival of Jordanian Dates, the
International Festival of Sudanese Dates and the International Festival of
Egyptian Dates.
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The award is actively to participate in the
Food Africa exhibition in Cairo 2018

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation participated in Food Africa exhibition which was held in
Cairo, Egypt during the period 08 -10 December 2018.the exhibition witnessed
a participation of over 300 exhibitors from Egypt and 29 different countries
along with nearly 500 international importers from 89 different countries from
Africa, the Arabian Gulf, the Far East and East of Europe. The Secretariat of
the Award reviewed the achievements of the twelve years at the local, Arab and
international levels, and offered a detailed explanation on the mechanism of
the participation among the categories of the award.
In addition to the definition of Date Palm in the eyes of the world and the
Date Palm in the poets’ tongues. And the role of the award in supporting and
developing of date palm sector at the Arab level in the Republic of Sudan,
Arab Republic of Egypt and in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The pavilion
received a wide reception and appreciation of the attendees, as it gave a good
definition of the award and its various activities.

83

The award takes place at the ninth session
of Abu Dhabi International Dates Fair,2018

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation participated in Abu Dhabi International Dates Fair
2018, which was hosted by the capital Abu Dhabi on 10-12 December 2018 in
conjunction with SIAL Middle East Exhibition, at Abu Dhabi Exhibition Center.
Special posters for the award were presented and announced, as well as a
booklet on the award for visitors, a participation form in the categories of the
Award, in addition to the blessed tree magazine and some symbolic gifts.
The Secretariat of the Award was honored to present a copy of the book which titled
“Zayed Genius in Agriculture and Environment” to His Highness Sheikh Mansour
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs. And informing H.H with the most important achievements of the award
over ten years ago. A number of senior visitors and guests visited the pavilion.
The award pavilion presented a detailed explanation of the categories of the
award and the definition of the participation procedures. The timetable of the
award was clarified, such as the period of submission of candidacy applications,
classification of applications meeting the requirements, submission of candidacy
applications by the scientific committee of the award, evaluation of the results
of the selection, and announcement of the winners during February 2019,
March 2019, and the honoring ceremony in March 2019.
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In cooperation with the Ministry of Climate Change
and Environment as well with the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO)

The award announces that UAE is hosting
the Conference of Ministers of Agriculture in
the date producing countries which produce
dates, next March 2019

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, in
cooperation with the Ministry of Climate Change and Environment and the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), organized a
press conference on 26 February 2019 at the Ministry of Climate Change and
Environment in Abu Dhabi, in attendance of H.E. Saif Al Shara, Undersecretary
of the Ministry of Climate Change and the Assistant Environment for Sustainable
Societies Sector, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Award, and
H.E. Dr. Abdul Salam Ould Ahmed, Regional Representative of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), to announce the UAE’s
hosting of the Conference for Ministers of Agriculture in the producing dates
countries in the world “A Ministerial Meeting on laying a Framework Strategy
for eradication of the Red Palm Weevil, and Supporting the Establishment of a
Trust Fund to implement the Strategy”, under the patronage of His Highness
Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of the Presidential Affairs.
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Under the directives of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan

Initiatives by the award to celebrate Year of
Zayed 2018

Under the directives of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Minister of Tolerance, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees, the General
Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date palm and Agricultural
Innovation, has implemented 12 initiatives for Date palm and agricultural
innovation at the local, Arab and international levels in commemoration of the
centennial of the birth of the late founding father Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan (may Allah have mercy upon him). The Award confirmed through such
initiatives the greatness of the achievements and agriculture legacy of Sheikh
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahayan (may Allah have mercy upon him). We are proud
of him and cherish his timeless value which formed the basis for the agricultural
renaissance in the UAE. Zayed experience in facing agricultural challenges has
become a model to be followed at the Arab and international levels.
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The Award’s Advertising and Media
Campaign in its Tenth Session
E-marketing campaign shall be launched via the following outlets:
1. Search notice boards on Google Search Website all over the world
2. Advertisement in social networking websites (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube
and Google).
3. Updating the electronic website of the Award, in addition to social media pages.
4.The Award’s general secretariat produced
series of publications such as introductory
book about the award, the award-related
conditions form which contains information
about the award’s foundation, categories,
conditions of nomination and value in
Arabic and English, form of the International
Photographic Competition in its tenth session
2019 and date palm poetry competition
in its Third session 2019. In addition, the
Award’s general secretariat designed and
published commercial advertisements in the
local newspapers related to the award in its
Eleven session 2019 within its 5 categories,
printed small post card for the winning
and distinguished photos in Photographic
Competition and issued the Award’s annual
book about the tenth session 2018.
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KIADPAI Secretariat General releases a book titled

“Palm Cultivation and Dates Production in
Jordan”

The Secretariat General of
Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation releases a book
titled “Palm Cultivation and
Dates Production in Jordan”,
on the occasion of launching
the
First
International
Jordanian Dates Festival
(October 21 - 23, 2018).
The following is an excerpt
from the book, to which a
preface is written by Secretary
General of the Award, Prof.
Abdelouahhab Zaid:
Date palm has always
constituted
a
common
denominator
among
all
peoples on earth, wherever
they may be. It had provided
food, shelter and living tools
in the past. Besides, it has
inspired patience and giving in man, with its firmly fixed root in earth and
its branches embracing the sky, expressing the sublimity and loftiness of the
dwellers of earth. The story began in Jordan Valley and persisted throughout
history. Then, the palm root shook in such a spot. It was a story that united the
peoples of two fellow countries asession the Blessed Tree, and thus was the First
International Jordanian Dates Festival, in Amman.
The Secretary General of the Award, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid also noted
that “In the Year of Zayed, we assert that dissemination of knowledge and
specialized information about dates and agricultural innovation is among the
strategic objectives of the award, which the KIADPAI sought to achieve through
collaboration with success partner. Secretariat General of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation is also honored to undertake
the publication of the first specialized book on Date Palm Cultivation and Date
Production in Jordan: Reality, Challenges and Horizons, which is prepared
by an expert scholar on date palm cultivation, that is Dr. Abdul Baset Udah
Ibrahim, and supervised by the Award Secretariat General.
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KIADPAI Secretariat General releases a book titled

Lectures of the scientific symposium
accompanying the first international festival
of Jordan 2018
The General Secretariat of
Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation issued a proceeding
of lectures for the scientific
symposium
accompanying
the first International Festival
of
Dates
organized
by
the Jordanian Ministry of
Agriculture in cooperation with
the Jordanian Dates Association
on October 21-23, 2018. A
scientific expert presented by
palm experts at the Arab and
international level, within three
scientific sessions focused
on the services associated
with date palm cultivation,
especially the category of
Mejhool and accompanying
diseases stages of growth and
maturity, marketing services
and challenges of competition in the international market.
Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Award, said: “In celebration
of the distinguished relationship between the United Arab Emirates and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and upon the directives and support of His
Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister
and UAE Minister of Presidential Affairs, H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation. The
General Secretariat of the Award and its strategic objectives are to develop the
date palm sector in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan by launching a number
of programs and projects of development and the development of this sector,
was the first International Festival of Dates / Amman Jordan 21-23 October /
October 2018.
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A special gift for the Year of Tolerance

A book on the “Best 200 photographs of
the Blessed Tree in ten years” taken by 1717
photographers representing 21 countries
Within
the
UAE
celebrations
of
the
Year of Tolerance, the
General Secretariat of
Khalifa
International
Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation
issued a book titled “The
best 200 photographs
of the Blessed Tree in
ten years”, including the
winning and distinguished
photos sharing in the
photography competition,
“The Date Palm in the
Eyes of the World” in ten
years (2010-2019).
Prof.
Abdelouahhab
Zaid, Secretary General
of the Award, noted that
the General Secretariat is honored to present a copy of the book to H.H Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of UAE (may Allah safeguard him); H.H
Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces; H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs; and H.H Sheikh Nahayan
Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees
of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, on the
occasion of the Year of Tolerance.
This statement was issued during the honoring ceremony of the Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation winners, in its 11th session, which
was held on Sunday, March 10, 2019, at the Emirates Palace Hotel under the
patronage of H.H Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE’s Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Presidential Affairs, and in the presence of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak
Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, and a large number
of Arab ministers of agriculture and presidents of international organizations.
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Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation’s General Secretary issues the

Annual Book 2018
The Secretariat General of
Khalifa International Award
for Date Palm and Agricultural
Innovation
released
its
Yearbook
2018,
which
contained all the activities,
events and participations
in its 10th Session. The
book also included a photo
documentation of the Award
winners’ honoring ceremony
in its 10th Session. It also
included a documentation
of the 3rd Egyptian Dates
Festival, 2017, in Siwa; the
opening of the government
dates factory in Siwa; the
launch of Egyptian Dates
Competition and the 2nd
Egyptian Dates Scientific
Seminar coinciding with the

festival; and the launch of workshops on developing Egyptian dates added value
chain, besides the Award participation in SIAL Middle East Exhibition, in Abu
Dhabi (December 10 – 12, 2017), the International Dates Forum in Morocco
(Erfoud; October 27 – 30, 2017); and Liwa Ajman Dates Festival (2017).
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Nahayan Mabarak releases “Zayed,
Agriculture and Date Palms” book on the
Zayed Year 2018

H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, released a book titled “Zayed, Agriculture
and Date Palms” on the occasion of the Zayed Year, 2018. Upon releasing
the book by the Award, H.H Sheikh Nahyan confirmed that the late Sheikh
Zayed had cared for agriculture as the key element in community stability,
since no civilization can be built, nor progress maintained, without stability, and
“agriculture is the first school where man learns how to cope with nature”. He
also pointed out that the desert had represented the major challenge during the
life of the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (may Allah shower his soul
with mercy), who then recognized from the very first moments of 1946 - as he
was then a representative of the Governor of the Eastern Region in Abu Dhabi
- the importance of providing water for the people. For water was the main
source in the process of cultivation and greening of the desert, and in bringing
life back to the dwellers of the desert in the different regions, towns and oases.
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The Blessed Tree Magazine

The First Issue, March 2018

The Second Issue, October 2018
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Award Statistics 2009 - 2019

2009
67

39

Total no. of
Participants

24

25

18

Total No. of
Participated
Countries

5

5

5

3

62

93

68

40

26

8

14

12

10

1

5

17

8

24

27

17

7

-

The Best New
Technique

21

14

21

37

22

12

-

The Best
Development
Project

22

14

21

25

14

7

8

Distinguished
Figure

Total Number of Participants

2010
131
25

5

58

8
Second Launching Ceremony of Award

First Launching Ceremony of Award

Distinguished
Producer

2011
194
24

5

66

Distinguished
Research
/ Studies

2012
142
22

5

Categories
Number

2013
102
23

Season

2014
134

2008

2015
2016

201

25

37

5

5

5

667

81

79

94

74

6

4

6

217

35

37

45

208

25

23

33

188

28

26

23

Distinguished
Producers

2017

169

29

5

Season

2018

175

49

Pioneering & Distinguished Pioneering
Inﬂuential Figure
Development &
Sophisticated
in the Field
Productive Projects
Innovations

2019

1354

Total No. of
Distinguished Innovative
Total no. of
Categories
Participated
Studies and
No.
Participants Countries
Modern Technology

Total
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Award Statistics 2009 - 2019

2012

2011

2010

2009

Season

8

8

8

8

4

The Winners

7

4

6

4

1

Arab

1

1

4

2

2

2

Local

1

-

-

-

2

1

Foreign

5

3

4

3

3

4

Honored
Persons

3

2

2

-

1

-

Arab

2

1

2

2

2

4

Local

-

-

-

1

-

-

Foreign

Total Number of The Winners & Honored Persons

2013
6

4

8

2

-

2014

1

2

1

7

4

2

-

1

6

2

1

6

3

-

5

3

21

4

1

2

4

21

2

4

2

4

48

3

5

1

-

12

2

2017

5

3

18

7

2018

7

38

2015

2019

68

2016

Total
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Arab

Foreign

12
The winners
in the world

68

Arab

6

Foreign

Honored
in the world

21

Participants

1169

Participants

Total
Participants

1354

Participants

48

Participants

102

Arab
Participants

68

Local

185

Local
Participants

38

Winner

21

Foreign
Participants

18

Winner

38
18

12

Winner

Local

Winner

96

175

Total no. of
Participants

29

Total No. of
Participated
Countries

5

Categories
Number

81

Distinguished
Research
/ Studies

6

The Best New
Technique

35

The Best
Development
Project

25

Distinguished
Producer

28

Distinguished
Figure

Total no. of
Participants

% 49.26

Distinguished
Research
/ Studies

% 5.46

The Best New
Technique

% 16.02

The Best
Development
Project

% 15.36

Distinguished
Producer

% 13.88

Distinguished
Figure

Eleventh Session ( 2019 )

1354

Percentage Rate ( 2009 - 2019 )
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-

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

Yemen

-

-

-

-

2

2

1

-

2

3

2

12

Bahrain

-

-

1

1

1

1

1

-

2

3

2

12

Kuwait

-

-

3

4

4

1

-

-

2

1

3

18

Oman

-

1

5

4

6

-

10

-

9

7

4

46

Qatar

1

1

-

1

1

1

-

-

3

-

-

8

Tunisia

1

1

7

7

6

4

4

-

3

4

5

42

Palestine

1

1

3

-

2

1

5

-

5

7

6

31

Sudan

2

1

3

11

5

3

2

-

12

1

3

43

Algeria

1

3

12

21

22

13

11

-

12

15

12

122

Libya

-

1

-

-

-

-

1

-

3

1

1

7

Somalia

-

1

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

3

Jordan

2

1

7

4

7

8

8

-

8

4

7

56

Iraq

6

12

15

19

14

15

17

-

16

14

14

142

Lebanon

-

1

1

1

-

-

1

-

1

-

-

5

Morocco

2

-

14

9

5

4

6

-

4

7

12

63

Syria

3

4

5

4

4

2

2

-

7

1

2

34

Egypt

4

9

25

36

25

14

25

-

51

41

38

268

KSA

2

7

9

25

16

12

19

-

17

24

23

154

UAE

6

7

7

22

12

10

7

-

12

9

10
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2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Total

Country
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Season

Mauritania

2009

Number of participants from
Arab countries

Number of participants from
Foreign countries
Chile

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

1

1

Namibia

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

2

2

Mexico

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

1

Holland

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

1

2

Serbia

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

1

Spain

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

2

1

4

Benin

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

1

Nigeria

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

1

Ethiopia

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

1

New Zealand

1

1

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

3

Philippines

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

1

Germany

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

1

-

1

3

Sri Lanka

-

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

1

China

-

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

Denmark

-

-

-

2

-

-

-

-

-

-

2

Bosnia

-

-

1

2

1

-

-

-

-

-

4

Bangladesh

-

-

1

3

-

3

-

-

-

-

7

Pakistan

-

-

2

2

1

-

-

3

5

-

13

Japan

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

Canada

1

2

1

-

2

-

4

3

2

3

18

Australia

-

1

-

-

-

-

1

1

-

-

3

Iran

1

1

-

5

-

2

1

1

1

3

15

Poland

1

-

1

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

3
13

9

35

Sweden

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

1

-

-

-

1

-

2

2

2

6

-

1

-

-

-

1

-

1

2

3

8

Eritrea

-

-

1

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1

USA

-

3

-

2

1

2

3

2

3

4

20

Country

2016

-

UK

Season

France

Total

1

9

2019

1

8

2018

1

3

2017

1

-

2015

1

2014

2
1

2013

3
4

2012

2
4

2011

1
4

2010

1
2

2009

Italy
India
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Third Winner - Competition Date Palm through the eyes of the world
Tenth Session 2019 - Salim Al Sawafi

Chapter Three

Harvest

Under the patronage of H.H. Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahayan

Nahayan Mabarak honours winners of
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm
and Agricultural Innovation (2019)
Mansour bin Zayed Given a Gold shield as “the First
Supporter of Date Palm”

The blessed tree is a symbol of tolerance and
coexistence among peoples and civilizations
- Graziano: UAE has a strong will that contributed to the development of the
date sector in the world

Under the patronage of H.H Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, H.H Nahayan Mabarak Al
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of Board of Trustees of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, honoured,
yesterday morning, March 10, 2019, at Emirates Palace, in the capital city,
Abu Dhabi, the individuals and institutions that won in the eleventh edition of
the award.
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The ceremony started with the national anthem, then His Highness and the
attendees watched a documentary on the award that highlighted its efforts
in supporting and developing the date palm sector and the local, Arab, and
international achievements fulfilled throughout eleven years.
Furthermore, H.H. Sheikh Nahayan watched, with the accompanying ministers
and the diplomatic corp members within UAE, “A Date Dream” operate
that highlights the journey of development and evolution witnessed by UAE
in the agricultural sector that was led by the Founding Father, Sheikh Zayed
Bin Sultan Al Nahyan “may he rest in peace”, the founder of the agricultural
advancement, who focused on date palms as a key pillar for the sustainable
development and food security, and as part of the Emirati identity. In the one
hand, His Highness also praised the leading position of UAE in supporting and
developing the date palm sector around the world. The operetta, one the other
hand, pointed to the importance of tolerance and the symbolic importance
represented by the date palm regarding coexistence and communication
among peoples and civilizations.

We are proud of, and cherish, the achievements of the award
After that, H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance
and Chairman of Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, delivered a speech in which it referred to the
achievements of the award, within a decade, that exceeded all expectations
and contributed to reinforcing the leading position of UAE in developing and
ameliorating the date palm tree and agricultural innovation sector all around
the world. In the Year of Zayed, 2018, in particular, the award undertook twelve
distinguished local, Arab, and international initiatives. Moreover, the Arab date
festivals are the most significant demonstration on such achievements and a
landmark we are proud of and cherish as a commemoration, and return the
favour, of the founder of the agricultural development in UAE. This year of
2019, the year of tolerance, the award will celebrate a symbol of tolerance
and coexistence among peoples and civilizations, as tolerance drives nations
towards peace, development, growth, and believing in the future.

International Award of UAE’s efforts
Dr. José Graziano da Silva, Director General of FAO, praised the efforts of the
United Arab Emirates in supporting and developing the agricultural sector at
an international level, in particular the date palm planting and date production,
thanks to its developed infrastructure and institutions, international expertise,
and strong will that contributed to promote the date palm tree sector, especially
through the date festivals at the Arab world.
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He also praised the remarkable success of the conference that aimed at creating
an international trust fund to combat the red palm weevil within a strategy in
which the member states take part.

Honouring winners of the international award
After that, H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance
and Chairman of Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, along with H.E. Dr. José Graziano da Silva,
Director General of FAO, handed out the different categories of the award to
the winners. For the category of distinguished innovative studies and modern
technology, the award was jointly given to Dr. Mark Alfred Tester, from King
Abdullah University of Science and Technology in KSA, and Dr. Huda Badri
Mohamed Ali, from the Federal Republic of Germany. The award was also
jointly given to Desert Fruit Company, from Republic of Namibia, and SAHAM
AGRI Company, from the Kingdom of Morocco. Moreover, Groasis Company,
from The Netherlands, received the award for the category of pioneering and
sophisticated innovations serving the agricultural sector. And for the category of
influential figure in the field of date palm and agricultural innovation, the award
was jointly given to Dr. Julian Schroeder, from USA, and Dr. Abdel Baset Oda
Ibrahim, from the Republic of Iraq.

Honouring winners of the local award
After that, H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance,
honoured the winners of the Distinguished and Innovative Farmer Award
organized by the Secretariat General of the Khalifa International Award for
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, in cooperation with Al FOAH Company.
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The winners of the smallholder farmer’s category are:

The first place winner: AlSheikha Onoud Bent Rashid Bin Ahmed Al Mualla
The second place winner: Said Abdullah Gomaa Bharoun Ali

Medium Scale Farmer:

The first place winner: Said Abdullah Hassan
The second place winner: Hamad Al Har Rashid Al Har Al Sewedy

Above Medium Scale Farmer:

The first place winner: Khalifa Abdullah Khamis Mohamed Al Mazrouei
The second place winner: Mohamed Said Salim Gaaed Al Qubaisi

Big Scale Farmer:

The first place winner: Sultan Said Mahd Sultan Al Ariany
The second place winner: Mohamed Ali Morshed Al Marar

The Blessed Tree Supporters
After that, H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan honored some national
and international figures that contributed in the development of agricultural
sector and the cultivation and production of date palm in the world. These
figures included:
1. H.E Air Force Staff Major General/ Fares Khalaf Khalfan Al Mazrouie - Head
of National Cultural and Heritage Festivals and Programs Committee - Abu
Dhabi - United Arab Emirates
2. H.E Eng. Ibrahim Al Shahaheda - Minister of Agriculture and Environment the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
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3. H.E Mr. Salah Bashir Al Nafedy- Senior Deputy of Al Nafedy Group Manager
- the Republic of Sudan
4. H.E Dr. Mohamed Djerbi - Former Chief Technical Advisor - Food &
Agriculture Organization - Tunisian Republic

Award of the First Supporter of Date Palm
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the
Award’s Board of Trustees, presented a gift to the sponsor of the event H.H
Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Presidential Affairs. This Gift is a memorial shield representing the award
emblem and is covered by gold and bearing a special symbolism of Sheikh
Mansour Bin Zayed as the first supporter of date palm, thanks to his support
and instructions which contributed in the development of date palm sector
in the Arab World by means of the international events of date palm trees
organized by the Award in the Arab Republic of Egypt (5 successive sessions),
Republic of Sudan (3 successive sessions) and the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan (2 successive sessions), in addition to other projects and initiatives which
contributed in the development of palm tree industry infrastructure in the Arab
World.
In addition, H.E Dr. José Graziano da Silva, the General Director of the United
Nations Food & Agriculture Organization (FOA), submitted FOA’s golden medal
to the General Secretary of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation, in acknowledgment of his efforts and achievements in
the name of UAE in the Arab and international world. The medal was received
by H.H Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the Award’s Board of Trustees
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan.
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It is worthy of mentioning that the golden medal is the top award submitted by
United Nations Food & Agriculture Organization (FOA) for kings, Presidents
and the international institutions and organizations.

In the presence of Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan,
Singing six MOUs during the ceremony honoring the 2019
award winners
Upon the directives of H.H Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister
of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, and in H.H presence along
with HE Dr. José Graziano da Silva, Director General of the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), six MOUs were signed with
the purpose of promoting regional and international cooperation between
national institutions and international organizations towards contributing in
sustaining and developing date palms cultivation and date production at Arab
and international levels. The signing took place during the Award’s winners
awarding ceremony, on the 6th Award Session (March 10, 2019), at Emirates
Palace Hotel, Abu Dhabi.
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MOU Between KIAPAI And The Abu
Dhabi Festivals, Cultural and Heritage
Programs Committee

MOU Between KIAPAI And Liwa Dates
Factory for Food Industries

MOU Between KIAPAI And Ministère du
Développement Rural - Islamic Republic
of Mauritania

MOU Between KIAPAI And The
Sudanese Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry

MOU Between KIAPAI And The
Jordanian Ministry of Agriculture

MOU Between
FAO, and the International Center for
Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA)
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Following its 2019 awarding ceremony

The Award organizes a scientific symposium
on the world’s optimum agricultural
practices and innovations

The Secretariat General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation organized a scientific symposium for the Award 11th
Session winners, following the awarding ceremony on March 10, 2019. The
symposium witnessed the participation of four 2019 Award winners and other
2018 Award winners, to showcase the best practices and results achieved by
the winners, within the different award categories. It was also attended by more
than 200 persons, including specialists, researchers sand stakeholders in the
field of date palm cultivation and production and in agricultural innovation. This
is maintained by Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General of Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, who also noted
that this is the first of its kind symposium and that it is organized by the Award
for the first time in response to the date palm specialists’ and stakeholders’ to
acquaint with the added value of winning studies, projects and innovations in
the different categories of the Award.
The symposium was chaired by Dr. Franz Hoffmann, President of the
KIADPAI Scientific Committee, and it witnessed the participation of Dr. Muriel
Gros-Balthazard, France, for the Distinguished Innovative Studies and Modern
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Technology category 2018; Dr. Mark Alfred Tester for the Distinguished
Innovative Studies and Modern Technology category 2018 (equal winner); Dr.
Hoda Badry Mohammed Ali, for the Distinguished Innovative Studies and Modern
Technology category (Equal Winner with Dr Alfred), 2019; Mr. Mohammed
Suhail Al Mazrouei, Director of Liwa Dates Factory for Food Industries, United
Arab Emirates, for the Distinguished Pioneering Development & Productive
Projects, 2018; Mr Mustafa Gatti, Manager of Saham Agri Company Morocco
(Equal Winner) for the Distinguished Pioneering Development & Productive
Projects category, 2019; Mr. Charles Edmonds, Manager of Desert Fruit
Namibia, for the Pioneering Development and Productive Projects category
(Equal Winner); and Mr Pieter Hoff, Manager of Groasis and the Treesolution,
Netherlands, for the Pioneering and Sophisticated Innovations Serving the
Agricultural Sector.
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Organized by Mohamed Khalaf Al Mazrouei Council

An open meeting with the Distinguished
Farmer and Innovative Farmer Award (2018)
winners

Mohamed Khalaf Al Mazrouei Council organized an open meeting with the “2018
Distinguished Farmer and Innovative Farmer Award” winners, at Karama District,
Abu Dhabi, on April 9, 2018. The meeting is held in cooperation with Khalifa
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and Al Foah
Company, and it witnessed the presence of a number of senior official, along with a
number of intellectuals, writers, poets and media figures who frequent the council.
At the beginning of the meeting, The Secretary General of Khalifa International
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid
said that the agricultural sector, and dates cultivation sector in particular, has
always represented a key element in the life and thought of the late Sheikh
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan (may God shower his soul with mercy).
Besides, Dr. Hilal Humid Saeed Al Kaabi, Board Member of the Award’s
Board of Trustees, affirmed that after ten years of success and ascendency,
the Distinguished Farmer and Innovative Farmer Award was launched in
cooperation with Al Foah Company. The award targets date producing farmers
all over the UAE, who are registered at Al Foah Company.
For his part, H.E Musallam Obaid Balkhalis Al Ameri, Chief Executive Officer
of Al Foah , asserted that launching the Distinguished Farmer and Innovative
Farmer Award is meant to encourage famers to cultivate the best commercial
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types of dates and create an environment that stimulates creativity and
innovation in the field of date palm cultivation.
On behalf of the award winners, farmer Rashed Muhammad Said Sultan Al Ariayni
pointed out in his speech that the award winners were keen to implement the best
acknowledged technical standards in the farm towards obtaining the best results
that represent a source of pride and glory for them. He also affirmed that his, and
the winners’, will maintain their persistent competitive approach and attempt to
obtain the top world rank, noting that this is not unusual for the people of the UAE
or its wise leadership that has spared no effort in supporting the citizens.
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Honored Persons
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H.E. Staff Major General Pilot Faris Khalaf Al Mazrouei

President of The Cultural Programs and Heritage Festivals Committee
United Arab Emirates
His Excellency Staff Major General Pilot Faris Khalaf Al Mazrouei was appointed
as Chairman of the Cultural Programmes and Heritage Festivals Committee Abu Dhabi, on 16 April 2015.
His Excellency holds other positions and he is a board member of the following entities:

Positions:

• Chairman of the General Authority for the Security of Ports, Borders and
Free Zones

• Chairman of the Higher Organising Committee of the International Defence
Exhibition (IDEX), and the Naval Defence Exhibition (NAVDEX)

• Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police

Board Member:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Member of the Executive Council of Abu Dhabi
Chairman of NIMR Company for military vehicles
Vice Chairman of Emirates Defence Industries Company (EDIC)
Board Member of Abu Dhabi Ports
Board Member of the Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi (EAD)
Board Member of the Federal Transport Authority - Land & Maritime
Board Member of the Federal Authority for Identity & Citizenship

114

H.E. Eng. Ibrahim Subhi Al-Shehadeh
Minister of Agriculture
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Qualifications:

• Bachelor from Faculty of Agricultural Engineering, majoring soil and
irrigation / University of Jordan 1998-1999.

• Diploma of National Resource Management / Royal Jordanian National
Defense College 2010-2011.

• Master of Management and Strategic Planning / Mutah University 2011-2012.

Practical experience:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

General Manager of the Arab Company for White Ciment Industry.
Member of the Board of Directors of Arab Company for White Ciment Industry.
Member of the 17th House of Representatives of Jordan.
Chairman of the Agriculture and Water Committee in the House of Representatives.
Member of the Services Committee in the House of Representatives.
Director of Al-Tafila Center for Agricultural Research and Extension
Member of the Agricultural Engineers Union
Lecturer at the Royal Jordanian National Defense College
Director of Al-Tafila Center for Agricultural Research and Extension
Director of Al-Shubak Center for Agricultural Research and Extension.
An agricultural researcher in the National Agricultural Research Center and Extension.
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H.E. Salah Bashir Elnefeidi

First Deputy Chairman of El Nefeidi Group / Republic of Sudan
The journey of Basheer Al-Nifeedy, Group founder, started on 1934 as a seller of
soap in Khartoum. His business flourished and achieved local and international
success in logistics services, trade, real estates, industrial development, banking
and other industries. Now, eighty five years later, Al-Nifeedy Group is undertaking
operations and partnerships in Africa, Europe, Middle East and North America
and is fully committed to preserve the legacy of the founder of “inherited
authenticity” and principle of “family” related to the company’s operational
philosophy that forms the basis of the family and makes us distinguished.
The value of “family” is considered a clear commitment in human capital represented
by the family members and employees walking side by side. The most significant asset
is a dedicated and highly skilled workforce that enables us to serve our customers
effectively. Hence, the value of “family” differentiates Al-Nifeedy Group from other
companies. Over the years, Al-Nifeedy Group has set a clear approach of core values
and has been keen to honor its commitments and fulfill its promises.
Today, the business success is made by the second generation of Al-Nifeedy,
however, as the third generation of the family becomes more involved,
succession planning becomes a sustainable approach of critical importance to
face the challenges as we live in a changing world.
- He was the first one how introduced tissue culture derived date palm plants
in Sudan during 1993.
- He did receive the merit award of Sudan Presidential Office (2018).
- A strong supporter and active of action member of the Sudan Date Palm
Association since its establishment.
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H.E. Dr. Mohamed Djerbi

Senior Technical Expert (FAO)
Republic of Tunisia
Dr. Mohamed Djerbi, born in 1941, is an agronomist of the National Institute
of Agricultural Sciences in Tunisia and has a PhD in Agricultural Sciences in the
field of plant protection from France.
Dr. Djerbi started his career as a professor of higher education in plant protection
at the National Institute of Agricultural Sciences in Tunisia. He completed a
lot of researches and contributed to the qualification of graduate students and
researchers. He joined the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) in 1978. He dedicated 26 years for the service of date palm and
the protection of date palm oases in the countries of Arab Maghreb. He devoted
his entire efforts and a large part of his career as a whole for the service of date
palm and dates in many countries of the world.
Dr. Djerbi started his career with FAO as a senior expert for Bayoud disease
Control Project in Morocco (1978-1988). Through this project, he qualified
and prepared most of the current date palm specialists in the Maghreb region
(Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia).
He then served as an expert team leader and a chief expert in Bayoud disease
Control Project in Algeria (1988-1992) and worked as a senior expert in Tunisia
under the United Nations Development Program and FAO to cleanse fruit trees,
including date palm from viruses, and to qualify nursery owners to produce
virus-free seedlings during the period: (1992-1997).
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Dr. Mark Alfred Tester
King Abdullah University of Science and Technology / KSA
• Agriculture is estimated to use 80% of all water in the Middle East. Much

of this water use is clearly unsustainable as groundwater reserves are being
rapidly depleted. Clearly, consumption of water is the greatest threat to the
long-term sustainability of agriculture in the region – including the iconic date
palm. One contribution to reducing groundwater demand, and thus slowing
or even stopping the depletion of groundwater reserves, is to substitute as
much saltwater as possible for freshwater. However, the use of saltwater must
be done with care to minimize impacts of saltwater irrigation on soil structure
and shallow aquifers. Nevertheless, there are many environments where
such saltwater irrigation can be managed appropriately. Saltwater-based
agricultural systems can also be developed in controlled environments, such
as greenhouses. Professor Tester has recently established a company, Red
Sea Farms, to supply saltwater greenhouses where 80-90% of freshwater is
replaced with saltwater in a way that is both environmentally sustainable and
economically viable (https://redseafarms.com).

• Salt-tolerant crops are required for saltwater-based agricultural systems.

New opportunities exist for developing such crops by combining genomics
and high-throughput phenotyping, which enable accelerated genetic studies
and crop improvement. In Professor Tester’s research program, these
technologies are applied to increase the salinity tolerance of existing crops
(such as rice, barley and tomato) and to accelerate the domestication of
plants that already exhibit high levels of salinity tolerance (such as quinoa).
In the spirit of this latter approach, Tester and his colleagues have targeted
quinoa as a salt-tolerant crop with great potential for the Middle East, where
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irrigation with currently unused brackish water would provide locally grown,
high-quality grain along with opportunities for an innovative agricultural
industry in the Middle East. Quinoa has been partially domesticated, but still
has many traits requiring significant improvement for it to become a major
commodity crop. To provide a foundation for genetic studies, Professor
Tester led an international consortium of researchers to generate the first
high-quality sequence of the quinoa genome, work that was published last
year in Nature and that was featured on the cover.

• This research from the Nature paper is now being expanded with extensive

field studies in10 countries, including UAE, where an association mapping
population of 1,000 lines of quinoa is being grown and phenotyped. The
field studies employ drones, which provide images that are analyzed using
sophisticated algorithms that incorporate computer vision and machine
learning. All the quinoa lines now being grown have also had their genomes
re-sequenced, which will provide an unprecedented genomic and genetic
resource for quinoa globally.

• The recent article in Nature describes a significant agricultural innovation

that is particularly worthy of the Khalifa International Award. This work has
the potential to make a significant impact on agriculture in this region. Jarvis
et al. (2017) The genome of Chenopodium quinoa.
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Dr. Hoda Badry Mohammed Ali
Germany
• During the past decade, there have been numerous attempts to identify

sex-linked molecular genetic markers that can be used to discriminate
among male and female trees in date palm (Phoenix dactyliferous L.). In
our approach to address this biological problem, we applied a comparative
genomics approach and used a candidate sex-linked Tormozembryo
Defective (TOZ19) gene found to be male-specic in aspen. Using BLAST
against the date palm genome assembly, we found a putative Transducing
Beta-like Protein 3 (TBL3) gene in date palm that was highly homologous to
the TOZ19 gene and sequenced it in three male and four female trees from
four economically important date palm cultivars from Egypt.

• Based on the obtained multiple nucleotide sequence alignments, male-

and female-specic date palm haplotypes were indented by screening single
nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs). Subsequently, a respective gene fragment
in additional ve date palm samples comprising three females and two males
were cloned and sequenced to independently corm the previously indented
putative sex-linked SNPs. The three putative sex-linked SNPs can be used
now to discriminate male and female date palms at their seedling stage. This
will further enhance and pave the way for commercial date palm cultivation
through seeds.

• The indented molecular markers are relatively easy, cheap, fast, and

reproducible sex ident cation tools. Female date palms are either homozygous
or heterozygous, while male date palms are hemizygous at the putative
sex-linked loci.
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Desert Fruit
Namibia
• Abstract, Pioneering Development and Productive Project, Khalifa awards

•

•

•

Desert Fruit, Namibia. Desert Fruit is one the biggest date farms in Namibia,
the first dates were planted in 2005 and today has 166,51 hectares planted
with four (4) main varieties. The harvest forecast for 2019 is 1000 tons and will
increase to 2500 tons at full production. In terms of production we have taken
a very holistic approach to produce high quality dates by trying to improve the
soil health which creates healthier trees that promote improved human health.
Soil without biology is geology. We follow a strict Integrated Pest Management
system and only use chemical applications when the pest or disease reaches a
determined economic threshold. We are constantly looking and researching
innovative ways to improve all the aspects of date production with numerous
trials being done and more planned.
All dates are processed and packed on the farm in our pack house which is the
biggest and most modern date packing facility in the Southern Hemisphere,
with an capacity to pack and handle 2500 tons. Desert Fruit is GLOBAL
G.A.P accredited for production and packing, BRC will be implemented
in March 2019. Future additions to this facility will include value adding
processes to optimize the income from of low-quality dates.
We employ 241 permanent staff, during harvesting and packing season we
employ an additional 350 casual workers from the surrounding area. At full
production of 2500 tons we will be employing between 750 - 850 people.
Desert Fruits minimum wage is 70% higher than the prescribed Government
minimum wage for farm workers. Work has just started on building new
houses for all our employees, the cost of the first phase of the project is
US$4.2m.
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SAHAM AGR
Morocco
• SAHAM AGRI, subsidiary of the Saham Group, has launched in 2014 the

biggest Medjool farm in the world with more than 52.000 Medjool palm
trees in a 500 hectares farm near the city of Boudnid in Tafilalet region in
South Eastern Morocco.

• Saham Group is an International Company operating in many countries in

Africa, Middle East, Europe, America and Asia. Saham Group core activities
are outsourced services, real estate, education, healthcare and Agriculture.

• Guided by the desire to put people at the heart of its priorities, Saham

Agri, through Saham Foundation, has also committed to fighting against
inequality, as well as to promoting access to care, education and jobs for the
most marginalized in society. The goal being to achieve wider integration
into society as a whole.

• In order to fight against the biggest inequality in Morocco, our company

has identified the Tafilalet region, which is the homeland of the Medjool
palm tree to be one of the poorest regions in Morocco. The Tafilalet region
has suffered the most in Morocco from the Fusarium Oxysporum Albedinis
disease (commonly called “Bayoud”) which destroyed during the last 50
years more than 10 million palm trees (2/3 of the Moroccan palm grove).

• The social and economic situation of the palm grove inhabitant and particularly
the Tafilalet region has largely deteriorated during the last 50 years.
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Groasis
Netherlands
• Groasis has developed the Groasis Ecological Water Saving Technology.

This is a planting technology that has the ‘Triple 90 benefits’:
1it is 90% cheaper than drip irrigation.
2it uses 90% less water than drip irrigation.
3it guarantees over 90% survival rate.
• The Groasis Ecological Water Saving Technology is used in 42 countries
world wide, amongst them the UAE, with great success. It consists of 5 steps
that can be taken together, or individually:
1) Causing increased water infiltration into the soil with the Groasis Terracedixx
2) Make planting holes that leave the capillary system intact - this can be done
by hand, or with the Groasis capillary drill.
3) Use mycorrhizae (fungi) that support the root system and replace fertilizers.
4) Use the Growboxx plant cocoon - an Intelligent bucket - for a healthy
microclimate and water to plant trees in combination with vegetables
without using irrigation.
5) Use the BioGrowsafe plant protector against grazing animals
• In 2017 United Nations’ World Food Programme selected Groasis as one of
the 3 Innovation Accelerators for it ‘Zero hunger by 2030’ target.
• In 2018 Groasis was selected as Number 1 of the Small Business Entities Top
100 of Most Innovative Companies of The Netherlands.
• With the Groasis Ecological Water Saving Technology we can plant the UAE
- and all other countries that suffer from heat and drought - without using
irrigatio
-
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Dr. AbdulBasit Oudah Ibrahim
IRAQ
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Date Palm Horticulture Expert (Professor and Consultant).
published scientific research (49 research=33 Arabic+16 English).
Supervision on post-graduate students.
Articles published in The Blessed Tree magazine (UAE).
Articles published in date palm and Dates Magazine (KSA) (6)
Technical and scientific expertise in date palm plantation and date production.
Practical experiences in date palm development for the Arab countries
Jordan Kingdom, Syrian Arab Republic, Republic of Yemen, Republic of
Iraq, Republic of Egypt, Sultanate of Oman, Saudi Arabia Kingdom, Bahrain
Kingdom, Republic of Algeria, Republic of Indonesia
Cooperation with international organizations (IDB), (FAO), (AAAID),
(ICARDA),(AOAD).
Patent Number and date Patent subject NO.
No. 2975, in 8/10/2001 Designating a chisel for separation of date palm
off-shoots, 1
No. 3040, in 7/4/2002. Developing a machine for climbing of date palm 2
No. 3045, in 2/5/2002. An electric machine for dusting and pollinating of
date palm trees 3
Books published (25=14 Book+11 booklets)
Field applied experiments
Reduce percentage loss in vegetative offshoots plantation.
Cultivation date palm in Rocky and Gravels area.
Certificate of appreciation (26)
Received more than 60 Acknowledgments letter
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Dr. Julian Schroeder
University of California, San Diego, USA

Biography
• Julian Schroeder did his PhD research at the Max-Planck Institute for

•

•

•
•

Biophysical Chemistry in Goettingen (Germany) with Nobel Laureate Erwin
Neher and was a von Humboldt Postdoctoral Fellow at UCLA School of
Medicine (USA). He received awards, including the Presidential Young
Investigator Award (National Science Foundation USA), the American.
Society of Plant Biology Charles-Albert-Shull Award (1997), the DFG
Heinz-Maier-Leibnitz Prize (Germany), the Blasker Award in Environmental
Science (USA), is Churchill Overseas Fellow at Cambridge University (UK)
and with collaborators shared the Cozzarelli Prize from PNAS (2010) and a
top 10 breakthrough of the year selected by Science (2009).
He has served on several advisory boards, including Co-Director of the Food
and Fuel for the 21st Century Center. He was Humboldt Fellow at the MPI
for Biochemistry, visiting Professor at the ETH Zurich and is a member of
the U.S. National Academy of Sciences, a Fellow of AAAS and the German
National Academy of Science Leopoldina, President of the American Society
of Plant Biologists (1994) and Chinese Academy of Sciences International
Professor.
269 Publications from that +15 in Nature +11 in Science +25 in Proceedings
National Academy of Sciences USA +10 in Cell +30 in Plant Cell +10 in
Cell +30 in Plant Cell
https://labs.biology.ucsd.edu/schroeder/publications.html
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Chapter Four

Red Palm Weevil
Conference

Under the patronage of Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan

UAE contributes by USD 2,000,000.00 to
International support the strategy of Red
Palm Weevil Control
FAO General Director/ Dr. Graziano: our accelerated
actions to implement Strategy of Red Palm Weevil Control

The Program budget is USD 20,000,000.00
including the participation of more than 15
countries within 5 years

Under the patronage of H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, H.E. Mariam Bint
Mohammed AL Muhairi Minister of State for Food Security on behalf of H.H
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman
of the Board of Trustees of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and
Agricultural Innovation, opened the Conference of Ministries of Agriculture in the
Date producing and processing countries, that was held on yesterday morning,
Saturday 9 March 2019 in Emirates Palace – in Abu Dhabi by the Award
General Secretariat in cooperation with United Nations Food & Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and UAE Ministry of Climate Change & Environment
with the aim of setting a framework strategy of Red Palm Weevil control by
establishing a credit fund to implement the said strategy. The countries affected
by the above-mentioned weevil shall contribute in this fund.
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H.H Sheikh Nahayan confirmed while opening of the conference that UAE will
contribute by USD 2,000,000.00 to support the aforesaid fund, in accordance
with the vision of H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the President of
the UAE”God protect him” and the directives of H.H Sheikh Mohamed Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and the Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces. In addition, H.H Sheikh Nahayan expressed
his deep thanks to H.H Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs due to his generous support for date
palm sector at the national, Arab and international levels.

International efforts for the Weevil control
Dr. Jose Graziano Da Silva, the General Director of the United Nations Food &
Agriculture Organization (FOA), acknowledged the generosity of the member
States and the organizations participating in the conferences and meetings that
were held in the Organization’s headquarters in Rome, as such meeting shall be
deemed as supplementary for the conference, indicating that the member States
of the Organization agreed to construct the framework strategy to eliminate the
Date Palm Weevil. The United Nations Food & Agriculture Organization (FAO)
launched a regional Initiative to be implemented MENA and established such
a credit fund for this purpose, and many countries contributed in or undertaken
in the fund.

The participating countries
The conference was attended by the ministers, agents and representatives
of the Ministries of Agriculture in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan, Tunisian Republic, Syrian Arab Republic, State of
Palestine, Republic of Sudan, Arab Republic of Egypt, the Islamic Republic
of Mauritania, Iraq Republic, State of Libya, Yemeni Republic, Democratic
Republic of Algeria and United Arab Emirates, the hosting country. In
addition to some international organizations such as United Nations Food
& Agriculture Organization (FAO) and another international organization
including, the International Fund for Agriculture Development (IFAD), Islamic
Development Bank (ISDB), International Center for Biosaline Agriculture
(ICBA), the International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas
(ICARDA), Mediterranean Institute for Advanced Studies (MEDIFAS), Arab
Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD), Arab Organization
for Agricultural Investment and Development AAAID, Abu Dhabi Fund for
Development ADFD, Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority ADFCA, and Dubai
municipality.
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Abu Dhabi Declaration

On Red Palm Weevil

We the agriculture ministers and heads of delegation of countries attending the
donor ministerial meeting to support the trust fund and the regional program to
combat Red Palm Weevil (RPW) convened on Saturday 9 March in Abu Dhabi:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recognizing the cultural, religious, social, and economic dimensions of the
blessed palm tree, the fruits of which have constituted the basic food for
many nations in the arid regions of the Middle East and North Africa for
centuries;
Valuing the great efforts that the countries of the region have made to
support and develop the palm date sector in the region;
Aware of the threat that terrible pest of Red Palm weevil poses for date
palm tree and its negative effects om national economy, on food security,
and livelihoods of rural communities and on the environment;
Reaffirm our support to the framework strategy and the regional programme
to eradicate RPW developed under the FAO auspices;
Commend donor states and organizations, such as the United Arab Emirates,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,and the Sultanate of Oman, for their financial
support to the trust fund aimed at supporting the regional programme;
Express high appreciation and gratitude to the leadership of UAE and the
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation for
hosting this meeting and for the warm hospitality.
Extend warm gratitude to FAO, and Director General Jose Graziano da
Silva, for its leadership in putting the sustainability of the date palm at the
forefront of its sustainable development priorities.
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