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They used to say that 
Agriculture has no future, but 
with thanks to God and our 
determination we succeeded 
in turning the desert into a 
green land.
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The late Sheikh

Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
May God bless his soul



Today we stress to pursue 
the same approach and give 
our support to complete the 
institutional and legislative 
bodies and consolidate the 
government and people 
efforts to preserve and protect 
environment and wildlife.
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H.H. Sheikh

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
President of the United Arab Emirates

Founder and Patron of the Award

(God Protect Him)



The genius of the Late 
Sheikh Zayed in the field of 
agriculture lie in challenging 
the impossible, this gives a 
leading example to follow 
and to believe that there is no 
barrier against achieving our 
all dreams for a better future.



2020 - 2019 - 2018
كتاب الفائزين

2020 - 2019 - 2018
كتاب الفائزين

۲۳

2018

۲۳

2018

صاحب السمو الشيخ

محمد بن زايد آل نهيان
ولي عهد أبوظبي

نائب القائد األعلى للقوات المسلحة

WINNERS BOOK
2018 - 2019 - 2020

WINNERS BOOK
2018 - 2019 - 2020

۲۳

2018

۲۳

2018

H.H. Sheikh
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Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
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The patronage of H.H. Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
UAE President’s (God protects 
Him), to Khalifa International 
Date Palm Award has granted 
it excellence and leadership to 
reach a global prestige as the 
first specialized scientific award 
for date palm sector worldwide.

We  are proud of this award, 
which contributed constructively 
and actively in the development 
of the date palm sector on a 
global level, and has become a 
bright event in the Emirates track 
record of achievements in all 
international forums. The award 
highlighted the civilization of 
the UAE, and is actually playing 
a constructive role in improving 
Date Palm cultivation as a part 
of our prestigious heritage and 
our bright present.
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H.H. Sheikh

Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Deputy Prime Minister

Minister of Presidential Affairs

Sponsor of Date Palm Cultivation



We express today our deep 
gratitude to His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, UAE President 
(God protects Him) for his 
wise decision to establish this 
Award and his strong support 
for it and his keen interest to 
encourage all efforts aimed at 
the continued improvement of 
date palm cultivation and the 
enhancement of its processing 
and even place UAE to be a 
leading center for research, 
development and production 
and all what is related to this 
fruitful and blessed tree.
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Minister of Tolerance

Chairman of the Award’s Board of Trustees

Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence

Chairman of the Award’s Board of Trustees
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Introduction of the Secretary General to the Year 
Book of the Twelfth Session 2020

An Eventful Year 
under Honorable 
Patronage and 
Bright Future
While Khalifa International Award for 
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation is 
entering its eleventh year, the Award’s 
Secretariat General is honored to put 
between your hands all achievements of 
the past year, namely within the Yearbook of the Award for the Twelfth Session 
2018, through which we shall complement the success and leadership career 
the Award has assumed over ten years and during which it has achieved a lot of 
accomplishments and gains which effectively and largely influenced the date palm 
sector, in particular, and agricultural sector, in general, at the Arab and international 
levels. With an outlook vision, the Award has managed to distinctively highlight 
this important sector and to draw a brighter future for those serving the blessed 
tree and the agricultural sector in general, through the support and honoring such 
a sector is having and up to its significance in securing food and nourishment by 
providing creative and innovative solutions in accordance with the best practices 
conducive to fostering of the food security of peoples and communities around 
the world.
The achieved success and the characteristic imprint the Award has left over the 
last decade made us feel proud and our thanks to the great support and kind 
patronage of the Award’s founder and patron H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan “May God Protect Him”, President of the United Arab Emirates (God 
protects Him). The Award has been honored by bearing His Highness’ name and 
by having his patronage to realize such a prestige and leadership worldwide. His 
Highness’ honor of establishing “Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation” has further emphasized the keenness and attention he 
has rendered to date palm tree and agricultural innovation towards ensuring a 
better future for this sector as a cornerstone of the global food security.
The attention and support of H.H, Sheikh Mohamad Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Higher Commander of the Armed Forces, 
have also had a great effect on the Award’s achievement of unique and quality 
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accomplishments in addition to the support and follow-up of H.H Sheikh Mansour 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential 
Affairs, who rendered the Award special attention and constant and industrious 
follow-up. The Award has been keen to translate the constructive visions and 
ideas of His Highness to achieve widespread and gain attention at the most 
important Arab and international forums. Moreover; the attention and follow-up of 
H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President 
of the Board of Trustees of the Award, have largely influenced the gains and 
successes the Award has achieved at all levels. We, the Secretariat General of 
the Award, are confident that the future would be lovelier and that our giving would 
be greater. The Award would spare no effort to play a bigger role and dramatically 
affect the agricultural scene by its comprehensiveness and distinctive support 
and sponsorship of all the activities and events related to date palm sector and 
agricultural innovation at the Arab and International levels.

 We are confident and hopeful that the award would maintain leadership and 
brilliance and would receive the attention and participation of the most important 
international institutions and organizations as well as influential personalities, 
including experts, scientists, growers and academics within a steady and 
purposeful methodology, which honestly translates the visions and attention of 
H.H Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan “May God Protect Him”, President of the 
United Arab Emirates (God protects Him). As such, the Award would add extra 
achievements to the Emirates golden record at the most important platforms and 
forums and highlight His Highness’ attention and keenness to develop the date 
palm sector and agricultural innovation. 

The Yearbook you have in hands, and while monitoring and documenting 
the activities, events and programs where the Award took part and provided 
sponsorship and support at the local, Arab and international levels during the 
Award’s Twelfth Session, consists as well the fruitful harvest of concreted efforts 
and investment of ideas, science and technology for serving the agricultural 
sector, in general. It also emphasizes that Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation would steadily and confidently proceed forward 
to achieve leadership and excellence and to draw the outline of a yet brighter 
future for the date palm sector and agricultural innovation within an approach of 
equal opportunities, transparency, clarity and embracing of ideas and projects 
intended to achieve a distinctive imprint and quality shift in the international 
agricultural sector up to the vision of the wise leadership and the pioneering 
position the United Arab Emirates is occupying at the world’s level.

Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid 
Secretary General 
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
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Chapter Two
Reports



The General Secretariat of the 
Award won the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
Gold Medal, 2019

Publishing three issues of the 
Blessed Tree Magazine, 2019

Winning the best international 
pavilion at the 10th International 
Dates Forum in Erfoud, 
Kingdom of Morocco, 2019

Won the Arab Network for Social 
Responsibility Award on the 
category of Partnerships and 
International Cooperation 2019

Rehabilitation and handing over 
the “AL Wadi Al-Gadeed” Complex 
in the Arab Republic of Egypt, on 
08/09/2019

The Establishment and handing over 
of refrigerated storage located in 
“Al Wahat Al- Bahareya “in the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, on 08/09/2019

Signing six memorandums of 
understanding with international 
organizations during the honoring 
ceremony, on 10/03/2019

Launching the implementation of the 
strategic plan to develop the 
date palm sector in the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan project, 
on 10/12/2019

Achievements of the Award 
during the Year of Tolerance - 2019

www.kiaai.ae

Issuing 6 scientific books specialized in date 
palm cultivation and date production, 2019



Organizing the Third Sudan 
International Date Palm Festival 
in cooperation with the Sudanese 
Ministry of Agriculture, from the 
26th to the 30th of November 2019 

Abu Dhabi International Declaration
on the Control of the Red Palm 
Weevil, on 03/03/2019

Organizing the fifth session of 
the Abu Dhabi International Date
Exhibition, from the 9th to the 
12th of December 2019.  

Opening of the Ministers of Date 
Producing Countries Conference 
under the patronage of His Highness 
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
on 09/03/2019

Launching the largest UAE pavilion
at the International Date Forum in 
Erfoud, Kingdom of Morocco, and the 
award winning the first place, on 
10/27/2019

Launching the fourth session of 
the "Date Palm Poetry Competition”,
on 02/06/2019

Launching the Third Session of 
the Distinguished Farmer and 
Innovative Farmer Award in 
cooperation with Al-Foah Company

Achievements of the Award 
during the Year of Tolerance - 2019

Launching the Eleventh Edition of 
the “Date Palm Through the Eyes 
Of The World”, on 2/06/2019.

Organizing the Second Jordan 
International Date Palm Festival 
in cooperation with the Jordanian 
Ministry of Agriculture from the 
16th to the 18th of October 2019 

Launching the Twelfth Session of 
the Khalifa International Award 
for Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation, on 02/06/2019

www.kiaai.ae
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Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, 
Minister of Tolerance, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, the General Secretariat of the 
Award announced the opening of nominations for the Khalifa International Award 
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation at its 12th Session in 2020 and the 
opening of the Nomination for the Award for Outstanding Farmer and Innovative 
Farms for its 3rd Session 2020 from May 2019 till the 30thof December 2019, 
during which all the farmers, producers, researchers, academics, lovers of date 
palm tree and agricultural innovation at the local and international level may apply 
to the compete and win in one of the categories of the international or local award.
This was announced at a press conference held by the General Secretariat of 
the Award on Thursday, May 02, 2019 at the Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi in the 
presence of Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, Dr. Helal Hamid Saed Alkaabi, 
Member of the Award’s Board of Trustees, and Mr. Musallam Obaid Al Khales Al 
Ameri, Chief Executive Officer of Al Foah Company.
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid pointed out that the graphic curve of the award after eleven 

Under the Patronage of H. H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
 Opening of the Nomination for Khalifa International 

Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation for its 12th Session 2020, and 

Opening of the Nominations for the Distinguished Farmer and 
Innovative Farmer Award for its 3rd Session, 2020

Nahayan Mabarak: We are proud of the award’s achievements
and thanks to the support of the leadership
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years is growing steadily forward at the various levels, thanks to the sponsorship 
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of UAE, “May God 
protect him” as the Sponsor of the Award; the support of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and the Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces; the keenness of H.H. Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential 
Affairs; and continuous supervision of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al 
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Award, 
has been a great openness to the local and regional community that led to the 
best results in increasing the number of candidates in various categories of award 
over the past eleven years.
The Secretary General of the award also confirmed that the total number of 
candidates for the various categories of the award reached a total of 1354 
participants representing 48 countries around the world, of which 68 won, where 
the number of Arab participants in the award was 1169 representing 20 Arab 
countries, of which 38 candidates won, and the number of participants from the 
UAE reached 102 candidates and 18 UAE nationals won. While 185 foreigners 
representing 28 countries around the world have won, and 48 dignitaries from 
national and international organizations have been honored, including 21 persons 
from the United Arab Emirates.
On the other hand, Dr. Helal Humaid Saed Alkaabi, a member of the Award’s 
Board of Trustees, announced the opening of the nomination for the Award of 
Distinguished and Innovative Farmer in its third session and urged all the date 
palm farmers to participate in the award because of its importance in enhancing 
the competitiveness of UAE dates at the local and international level, pointing out 
that the number of participants in the award of distinguished farmer and innovative 
farmers in its 2nd Session reached 34 farmers, of whom 8 farmers representing 
different emirates of the UAE won, according to the standards of the quality of 
dates that they marketed to Al Foah Company in quantitative and qualitative 
terms , in addition to their commitment to all the requirements of security, safety 
and public health approved by the competent authorities towards farm workers or 
in agricultural services and technical procedures. On this occasion, we commend 
the great efforts made by Al Foah Company’s technical team to make the First 
Session of the Distinguished Farmer and the Innovative Farmer Award.
On the other hand, Mr. Musallam Obaid Al Khales Al Ameri, Chief Executive 
Officer of Al Foah Company, praised the good participation that came from all 
the farmers in UAE in the award for outstanding farmer and innovative farmer 
in its first round and for the results achieved, where the winners of the award 
deserved their victory for excellence in the quality of dates produced by them 
and the application of the highest standards of safety, hygiene and environmental 
protection and application of all conditions in accordance with international best 
practices.
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Secretariat General of Khalifa 
International Award for 
Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation declared that the 
door is open for participation 
in the third session of “Date 
Palm Poetry Competition 
- 2020, which is organized 
by the Secretariat General 
within its cultural activities, 
under the patronage of H.H 
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al 
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance 
and Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation. The 
competition aimed at investing 
Nabatean poetry as a key tool 
in enhancing public awareness 
on the importance of dates 
palm in heritage, cultural, nutritional and economic terms.

Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for 
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, stated that the objective of the competition 
is to promote the Date Palm culture and revive a salient poetic purposes in 
describing the Date Palm and enriching the Arab library and the poetic scene with 
a distinctive type of poems in this regard, besides encouraging poets to produce 
creative poetry, allowing the public an opportunity to compete in a transparent 
manner and to attain fame through highlighting the experiments of the award 
winning poets.

Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid extended invitation to all poets from the different Arab 
countries to participate in the competition so as to promote the Blessed Tree 
culture as a salient element of the remarkable legacy of several Arab and non-
Arab peoples. It is worth noting that the door for participation in the competition is 
open to all male and female poems interested in Nabatean poetry, from the UAE, 
the GCC, and the rest of Arab countries, until December 31, 2019

participation in the third session of “Date Palm 
Poetry Competition – 2020” 

Opening the door for
participation in the third session of “Date Palm in 

Poets’ Tongues” competition, 2020
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Under the patronage of H.H. 
Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak 
Al Nahayan, Minister of 
Tolerance and President 
of the Board of Trustees 
of Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation, the 
Award General Secretariat 
announced the opening 
of participation in the 
international competition 
which is unique of its kind to 
photograph the date palm 
tree. The competition title 
is: The Date Palm in the 
Eyes of the World for the 
Eleven session 2020 “and 
will be held in cooperation 
with Abu Dhabi Association 
for Photography. All lovers 
of photography world-wide, 
professional and amateur, 
are invited to contribute to this international competition in an appreciation of the 
Date Palm and to reinforce the photographer’s lens to enrich the memorial of our 
homeland and revive its environmental heritage. 

The above was announced in a press declaration by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the 
Award Secretary General on the occasion of launching the tenth session 2019 
of the competition stressing at the same time the great success achieved by the 
competition in its previous session through the noticeable increase in the number 
of participants coming from all over the world and the quality of the participated 
photos.  

Under the Patronage of Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan
Opens Participation in the 11th Session 2020

Of the International Competition of Photography
“The Date Palm in the Eyes of the World”
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Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary 
General of the Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation, emphasized the strategic 
importance of the Ghaf tree as a 
symbol of the Year of Tolerance  2019 
in the UAE because of the  value of this 
tree added on more than one level, it 
is the lush tree that has been gathered 
people under its shadow since ancient 
times and has been a center of 
gathering, diversity, communication 
and social solidarity.  The late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahayan, “May 
God bless his soul”, has given great importance to the Ghaf tree and issued laws 
and instructions prohibiting the cutting of the Ghaf tree throughout the country. 
The Ghaf tree is very similar to the date palm tree, and their unlimited giving as 
a symbol of quality and sustainability. This is title of stability in the middle of the 
desert, where humans settled next to them and were a source of food for humans, 
pets and wildlife. The Ghaf tree and the date palm tree have great adaptability 
and coexist with the arid desert environment.
The Secretary General of the award added that there is a great common 
denominator between the Ghaf tree and tolerance. Both of which are an essential 
part of the cultural and social heritage of the UAE, which was dedicated to us by 
the father Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahayan, “May God bless his soul”, who 
instilled tolerance and love in his children, and he is also the one who initiated the 
planting of Ghaf trees all  throughout the country.  We believe that the UAE and 
tolerance have been inseparable since its inception and will remain a symbol of 
diversity, coexistence and human brotherhood as a whole.

The UAE and Tolerance are Inseparable 
Statement by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid
Secretary General of the Khalifa International 

Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation 
On the Occasion of the Year of Tolerance 2019
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Scientific Research is the Foundation of the 
Rebirth of Nations

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General 
of the Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, stressed 
the importance of joining institutions and 
companies at the national and international 
level to find innovative solutions based on 
scientific research in order to contribute to 
raising food security rates within the global 
competitiveness index and  enhancing the 
quality of life in the United Arab Emirates 
society, He said: “His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander in the UAE Armed Forces, provided 5.6 billion dirhams 
to support research and development in vital areas for the next five years. His 
Highness has directed global partnerships to strengthen Abu Dhabi’s position in 
its quest for innovative solutions to the challenges facing the world, particularly in 
terms of water scarcity, food security, energy efficiency and more.
The Secretary General of the Award appreciated the importance of this initiative 
in its international dimension, which came at a time when the world has recently 
witnessed a deterioration in food security, with more than 950 million people 
suffering from hunger around the world, making it more difficult is the inability to 
raise the level of land use, the challenges of climate change and water scarcity.
He added that this initiative will contribute to its national dimension in attracting 
and embracing the best practices and scientific innovations around the world 
to make Abu Dhabi a milestone seeking innovative solutions to the challenges 
facing the world, helping to strengthen the soft power of the status of the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi at various levels of development in the world.
This initiative will have a very positive impact on the United Arab Emirates, the 
Arab region in general and the world at large, as it touches on the fundamental 
challenges of all humanity in terms of water scarcity, food security and energy 
efficiency.
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Commenting on the Global Forum of Agricultural 
Innovation in the Marginal Environments

Agricultural innovation is the winning card 
that will enable the marginal environments 

to meet the food security challenges
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary-
General of the Khalifa International 
Award, affirmed that the Global 
Forum for Agricultural Innovation 
in Marginal Environments that was 
held in Dubai from the 20th to the 
21st of November 2019 was an 
attempt to map the cultivation in 
the marginal areas that are most 
affected by salinity, water scarcity 
and the climate changes, and offer 
the available solutions.

Climate change, water scarcity and salinization have become a dilemma that 
affects millions of lives in the marginal environments around the world. While the 
number of people around the world is increasing and in consequence a large 
amount of food and water is needed, we find that the direct effect of the climate 
change, water scarcity and salinization have put the food security of the world’s 
population in danger, added the Secretary-General. Consequently, we must 
develop effective policies that can guide us towards the future. We also need 
well-established agricultural projects that are able to provide positive results that 
meet the needs of the present and the future.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, also highlighted the leading role of Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in its great contribution in 
enabling and appreciating scientists and researchers to compete in the category 
of distinguished research and studies in the award according to international best 
practices, which did have a significant impact on the international level.
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The award participates in the Liwa
 Dates Festival 2019

The Khalifa International Award participated in the Fifteenth Session of The Liwa 
Dates Festival, which was held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential 
Affairs, and organized by the Abu Dhabi Festivals and Cultural and Heritage 
Programs Management Committee during the period from the 17th to the 27th 
of July 2019, and that has been hosted in Liwa Oasis in the western region of the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi. A special pavilion was set and presented a number of the 
Awards publications which highlights its successful journey and achievements at 
the national, regional and international levels in the past 12 years.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Award’s Secretary-General, also pointed out that the 
annual participation of the award in the Liwa Dates Festival comes within the 
strategy of the award in enhancing its presence in all forums and events related 
to the date palm tree, to introduce the awards activities and categories, this also 
becomes an opportunity to motivate the farmers to know more and participate in 
the award through the distribution of participation forms and briefing them on the 
terms, conditions and goals. The participation in such forums and festivals is an 
opportunity to share educational publications on the date palm tree, and focusing 
on production quality, the latest irrigation methods, pest control methods, modern 
manufacturing and packaging technologies, which reflects the positive effect and 
benefit the farmers, researchers and academic gain, this therefore meets  one 
of the award’s main goals to ensure a better future for the date palm as it’s a  
strategic commodity of great economic importance and value in the food security 
equation of many nations.
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The Award participates in the Liwa Ajman 
Dates Festival 2019

The Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation 
participated in the sixth session of the Liwa Ajman Dates Festival, which was 
sponsored by His Highness Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, member of 
the Supreme Council of the Federation and Ruler of Ajman, which is organized 
by the Ajman Tourism Development Department during the period July 31 - 
August 3, 2019 in the Emirates Hospitality Center with a special pavilion where a 
number of publications related to the KIAAI were presented, which documented 
its successful path over a period of twelve years that was full of achievements on 
the national, arab and international scale.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Award’s Secretary General, pointed out that the 
annual participation of the award in the Liwa Ajman Dates Festival comes within 
the award’s strategy to enhance its presence in all forums and events related 
to the date palm tree, to introduce its activities and categories. It provides an 
opportunity to farmers and motivate them to participate in it through distribution 
application forms and explanation of conditions and goals, in addition to providing 
many educational publications related to the date palm tree that focus on 
production quality to achieve benefit for the farmer  and academic  researcher, 
as one of the award’s goals to ensure a better future for the date palm as it is 
considered as a strategic good with a great economic importance in the food 
security equation of many nations.
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His Excellency Dr. José Graziano da Silva, Director General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), presented the Gold Medal 
of FAO to Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Goodwill Ambassador, Agricultural Advisor 
at the UAE Ministry of Presidential Affairs and Secretary General of Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, in recognition of 
his efforts and achievements to develop the infrastructure, development of Date 
Palm cultivation and the production and processing of dates at the Arab and 
international levels, during the 41st FAO Conference in Rome on 22-29 June 
2019 in the presence of Her Excellency Mariam Bint Mohammed Al Muhairi, 
Minister of State for Food Security, head of UAE delegation to the Conference 
and their Excellencies Ministers of Agriculture and heads of the international 
delegations of FAO member-states.

In recognition of his efforts and achievements to develop the 
Date Palm Sector in the World

FAO Presents Gold Medal to Prof. Abdelouahhab Zaid
During the 41st FAO Conference held in Rome, 22-29 June 2019
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The General Secretariat of the Khalifa International  Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation participated in the Open Day of Community Awareness 
organized by Khalifa University in Abu Dhabi on November 05, 2019 with the 
participation of a large number of community institutions with the aim of providing 
the opportunity for university students and enabling them to volunteer to serve 
the UAE community, where a number of students registered to participate in the 
annual ceremony of the award in March 2020. The award pavilion also received 
the Certificate of Appreciation from  the Director and students  praising the efforts 
of the General Secretariat of the Award and its role in serving the community at 
the local and international level.

Community Service Awareness Day at 
Khalifa University
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The Advertising and Media campaign for 
the Award in its Twelfth Session

      Launching an e-marketing campaign through the following channels:

Search Boards on the search engine (Google Search) across the world.

Social media advertisements through Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and 
Google.

Updating the award’s official website and social media accounts.The award’s 
general secretariat published a series of booklets and brochures such as the 
Award Introductory Booklet, which contains information about the award’s 
establishment, its categories, the terms and conditions for candidacy and award 
amount, in both Arabic and English languages. The booklet also consists of 
the terms and conditions participation forms of the International Competition, 
The Date Palm Photography Competition 2020 in its eleventh session and 
The Date Palm Poetry 
Competition 2020 in 
its fourth session. 

The award also worked 
on designing and 
publishing commercial 
advertisements of the 
Twelfth Session – 2020 
of the International 
award and its five 
categories in the 
local newspapers. 
Small post cards 
were printed with 
pictures of the winning 
and distinguished 
photos from the Date 
Palm Photography 
Competition, and also 
a yearbook of the 
eleventh session 2019 
was published.

1-

2-

3-

4-
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Accreditations for the collection of the Award’s
 Publications issued by the

Ministry of Culture and Knowledge Development

الرقم

التار�خ

تحية طيبة و�عد

( ISBN ) املوضوع : ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب

ير�� أخذ العلم بأن وزارة الثقافة وتنمية املعرفة , بوصف�ا الو�الة الوطنية ا��ولة بصالحية منح األرقام الدولية للكتب �� دولة اإلمارات 
العر�ية املتحدة , قد منحت إصداراتكم األرقام الدولية املو��ة أدناه

و بمجرد ا��صول ع�� الرقم الدو�� للكتاب ير�� مراعاة الشروط املتعلقة بال��قيم الدو�� .

مالحظة : ال �عد الرقم معتمداً �� تص�يف نظام ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب إال �عد ظ�ور الرقم ع�� الكتاب نفسھ و استالم املكتب ��مس ��� 
منھ.

و تفضلوا بقبول فائق االح��ام و التقدير,,,

إدارة ا��توى املعر��

ال��قيم الدو�� طر�قة ال�شر اللغة العنوان م

978-9948-37-107-6 Printed Book Arabic زراعة النخيل وجودة التمور 1

السادة/Ahed Karkouti         ا����م�ن         

2019-03-03

36565910

الرقم

التار�خ

تحية طيبة و�عد

( ISBN ) املوضوع : ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب

ير�� أخذ العلم بأن وزارة الثقافة وتنمية املعرفة , بوصف�ا الو�الة الوطنية ا��ولة بصالحية منح األرقام الدولية للكتب �� دولة اإلمارات 
العر�ية املتحدة , قد منحت إصداراتكم األرقام الدولية املو��ة أدناه

و بمجرد ا��صول ع�� الرقم الدو�� للكتاب ير�� مراعاة الشروط املتعلقة بال��قيم الدو�� .

مالحظة : ال �عد الرقم معتمداً �� تص�يف نظام ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب إال �عد ظ�ور الرقم ع�� الكتاب نفسھ و استالم املكتب ��مس ��� 
منھ.

و تفضلوا بقبول فائق االح��ام و التقدير,,,

إدارة ا��توى املعر��

ال��قيم الدو�� طر�قة ال�شر اللغة العنوان م

978-9948-36-585-3 Printed Book Arabic ا���ود الدولية مل�افحة سوسة النخيل ا��مراء 1

السادة/Ahed Karkouti         ا����م�ن         

2019-09-24

الرقم36739910

التار�خ

تحية طيبة و�عد

( ISBN ) املوضوع : ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب

ير�� أخذ العلم بأن وزارة الثقافة وتنمية املعرفة , بوصف�ا الو�الة الوطنية ا��ولة بصالحية منح األرقام الدولية للكتب �� دولة اإلمارات 
العر�ية املتحدة , قد منحت إصداراتكم األرقام الدولية املو��ة أدناه

و بمجرد ا��صول ع�� الرقم الدو�� للكتاب ير�� مراعاة الشروط املتعلقة بال��قيم الدو�� .

مالحظة : ال �عد الرقم معتمداً �� تص�يف نظام ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب إال �عد ظ�ور الرقم ع�� الكتاب نفسھ و استالم املكتب ��مس ��� 
منھ.

و تفضلوا بقبول فائق االح��ام و التقدير,,,

إدارة ا��توى املعر��

ال��قيم الدو�� طر�قة ال�شر اللغة العنوان م

978-9948-38-927-9 Printed Book Arabic
أجمل 200 صورة خالل عشر سنوات - ال��رة املباركة - 

2019 - 2010
1

السادة/Ahed Karkouti         ا����م�ن         

2019-02-13

36547110

الرقم

التار�خ

تحية طيبة و�عد

( ISBN ) املوضوع : ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب

ير�� أخذ العلم بأن وزارة الثقافة وتنمية املعرفة , بوصف�ا الو�الة الوطنية ا��ولة بصالحية منح األرقام الدولية للكتب �� دولة اإلمارات 
العر�ية املتحدة , قد منحت إصداراتكم األرقام الدولية املو��ة أدناه

و بمجرد ا��صول ع�� الرقم الدو�� للكتاب ير�� مراعاة الشروط املتعلقة بال��قيم الدو�� .

مالحظة : ال �عد الرقم معتمداً �� تص�يف نظام ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب إال �عد ظ�ور الرقم ع�� الكتاب نفسھ و استالم املكتب ��مس ��� 
منھ.

و تفضلوا بقبول فائق االح��ام و التقدير,,,

إدارة ا��توى املعر��

ال��قيم الدو�� طر�قة ال�شر اللغة العنوان م

978-9948-36-486-3 Printed Book Arabic نخيل التمر �� اإلمارات 1

السادة/Ahed Karkouti         ا����م�ن         

2019-09-16

36730210

Adoption of the International 
Standard Book Number for the 
book “Date Palm Cultivation 

and Dates Quality” 
(ISBN 978-9948-37-107-6).

International Standard 
Book Number adopted for 
“International Efforts to Combat 

Red Palm Weevil”
 (ISBN 978-9948-36-585-3).

الرقم

التار�خ

تحية طيبة و�عد

( ISBN ) املوضوع : ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب

ير�� أخذ العلم بأن وزارة الثقافة وتنمية املعرفة , بوصف�ا الو�الة الوطنية ا��ولة بصالحية منح األرقام الدولية للكتب �� دولة اإلمارات 
العر�ية املتحدة , قد منحت إصداراتكم األرقام الدولية املو��ة أدناه

و بمجرد ا��صول ع�� الرقم الدو�� للكتاب ير�� مراعاة الشروط املتعلقة بال��قيم الدو�� .

مالحظة : ال �عد الرقم معتمداً �� تص�يف نظام ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب إال �عد ظ�ور الرقم ع�� الكتاب نفسھ و استالم املكتب ��مس ��� 
منھ.

و تفضلوا بقبول فائق االح��ام و التقدير,,,

إدارة ا��توى املعر��

ال��قيم الدو�� طر�قة ال�شر اللغة العنوان م

978-9948-35-068-2 Printed Book Arabic زراعة النخيل وإنتاج التمور �� جم�ور�ة السودان 1

السادة/Ahed Karkouti         ا����م�ن         

2019-11-12

36788810

Adoption of the International 
Classification number for the 
book “Date Palm Cultivation 
and Date Production in Sudan” 

(ISBN 978-9948-35-068-2).

Adoption of the International 
Standard Book Number for the 
book “The most beautiful 200 
pictures of the blessed tree” 

(ISBN 978-9948-38-927-9)

Adoption of the International 
Standard Book Number for the 
book “Date Palms in the UAE”
(ISBN 978-9948-36-486-3).

الرقم

التار�خ

تحية طيبة و�عد

( ISBN ) املوضوع : ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب

ير�� أخذ العلم بأن وزارة الثقافة وتنمية املعرفة , بوصف�ا الو�الة الوطنية ا��ولة بصالحية منح األرقام الدولية للكتب �� دولة اإلمارات 
العر�ية املتحدة , قد منحت إصداراتكم األرقام الدولية املو��ة أدناه

و بمجرد ا��صول ع�� الرقم الدو�� للكتاب ير�� مراعاة الشروط املتعلقة بال��قيم الدو�� .

مالحظة : ال �عد الرقم معتمداً �� تص�يف نظام ال��قيم الدو�� للكتاب إال �عد ظ�ور الرقم ع�� الكتاب نفسھ و استالم املكتب ��مس ��� 
منھ.

و تفضلوا بقبول فائق االح��ام و التقدير,,,

إدارة ا��توى املعر��

ال��قيم الدو�� طر�قة ال�شر اللغة العنوان م

978-9948-36-485-6 Printed Book Arabic + English الكتاب السنوي 2019 1

السادة/Ahed Karkouti         ا����م�ن         

2019-09-16

36730110

Adoption of the International 
Standard Book Number for the 

“Yearbook 2019”
(ISBN 978-9948-36-485-6).
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H.H.Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al 
Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, has 
launched a new book entitled “Date 
Palm in the UAE” featuring the UAE’s 
achievements in the field of date palm 
cultivation and date production from 
1971 to 2019. The date palm tree is a 
national treasure and has a long history 
in the UAE not only as a source of food 
but also because of its psychological and 
cultural connection to the Emirati people.

His Highness added that agricultural 
activity in the UAE, date palm cultivation 
and date production in particular are an 
important pillar for achieving sustainable 
development, in addition to being a major source of food security. For members 
of the community, and to diversify the sources of national income. From this 
point of view, the interest of the Late Founder of the Agricultural Renaissance, 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, “God bless his soul”. In agriculture as a 
mainstay of construction and development, he said, “We see in it the foundations 
and roots of our civilization and the source of the power that has contributed to 
the preservation of many of our generations”, “experts were not encouraging 
agriculture and saying that its growth in our land and in this climate is impossible, 
and we told them, Let’s try. God bless us, and we succeeded in turning our desert 
region into a green zone. This encouraged us to continue.”

The book is set in 324 pages of hard bound, including seven chapters, documented 
in pictures and references.

On the Occasion of the Country’s Celebrations of the 
48th National Day and the Year of Tolerance

Nahayan Mabarak: We learned at Sheikh Zayed School that 
agriculture is the source of power and the root of civilization.

Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak launches a Scientific 
Book “Date Palm in the UAE”
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On the occasion of the Year of Tolerance

The award launches the book
 “Date Palm Cultivation and Fruit Quality”

The General Secretariat of the Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation launched a new 
book on the occasion of the Year of 
Tolerance 2019, entitled “Date Palm 
Cultivation, Quality of Dates, Service 
and Care Programs”, which includes 
six chapters on the thermal and 
environmental determinants of date 
palm cultivation and date production, 
appropriate soil, fertilization and 
irrigation water, in addition to 
physiological growth and development 
fruits, service and technical care 
programs for the blessed tree, quality 
and consumption of dates.

This was confirmed by Dr. 
Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary 
General of the Award, adding that this comes in the form of the award’s interest 
in spreading specialized scientific knowledge and providing resources for the 
specialists nationally and internationally. He added that this success achieved, 
and the distinctive footprint that the award has left over the past twelve years, 
make us feel proud, thanks to the great support and gracious care of the Patron 
of the award and its sponsor, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of UAE “May God protect him”. The award was honored to be given 
his patronage and carry His Highness name that put the award in a distinctive 
position around the world. His Highness has established the “Khalifa International 
Award For Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation “to emphasize his concern of 
the date palm tree and agricultural innovation and to ensure a better future for this 
sector, which is the foundation of global food security.

The book, prepared by Dr. Abdel Baset Oudat Ibrahim, with the support and 
supervision of the General Secretariat of the award, is released on the occasion 
of the Year of Tolerance and consists of 436 pages in six chapters, documented 
with photos and references.
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H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, 
Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation, has launched a new book entitled” 
International Efforts to Combat the Red Palm 
Weevil” reflecting the efforts of countries 
concerned with date palm cultivation and 
production and what these countries have 
achieved in the fight against the Red Palm 
Weevil, praising what was achieved during the 
conference of Ministers of Agriculture in date-
producing countries, which won the honor of 
organizing the Khalifa International Award for 
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, hosted 
by United Arab Emirates in the Emirates 
Palace Hotel on 09 March 2019, Abu Dhabi, 
sponsored by His Highness Sheikh Mansour 
bin Zayed Al Nahayan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs, and 
in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
and the Ministry of Climate Change and Environment, is a milestone in supporting 
international efforts. With the aim of preparing a framework strategy to eradicate 
the Red Palm Weevil, which poses a threat to our food security and our ability to 
produce dates of high quality and nutritional value.

Stressing that these important initiatives are a living embodiment, successful 
regional and international cooperation, in the areas of the protection of the date 
palm, and confirming its important place, in the economy and community aspects, 
in the countries producing dates in the world, and here, His Highness did express 
his great appreciation, for the efforts all Ministries of Agriculture, in brotherly 
and friendly countries, and also salute the efforts of the competent international 
organizations, it is truly gratifying to witness together, this prestigious regional 
and international cooperation, in order to eradicate the Red Palm Weevil and 
eliminate its negative effects, on all levels. The book is set in 218 pages of hard 
bound, in both Arabic and English.

On the Occasion of the Year of Tolerance
Nahayan Mabarak launches a Scientific Book 

“International Efforts to Combat Red Palm Weevil”
Nahayan Mabarak: UAE Embraces and Supports 
International Efforts to fight Red Palm Weevil
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Published by the General Secretariat
 of the Award
Yearbook 2019

The General Secretariat of the Khalifa International Award published the year 
book of the award 2019, which included all the activities and participations of the 
award at its eleventh session 2019, and the book also included a documentation 
of the ceremony honoring the winners of the international award, the local award, 
and the competitions of the “Date Palm Photography Competition” and “Date 
Palm Poetry Competition” 2019, in addition to documentation for the Second 
Jordan International Dates Festival on 16-18 October 2019, the Third Sudan 
International Dates Festival 26-30 November 2019, the 10th International 
Exhibition of Dates in Erfoud, Kingdom of Morocco 24-27 October 2019, the Abu 
Dhabi International Date Palm Exhibition 09-11 November 2019, the Liwa Dates 
Festival 17-27 July 2019 and the Liwa Ajman Dates Festival, 31 July - 03 August 
2019.

The annual book also included a summary of the activities of the Dates 
International Conference for the minsters of the date manufacturing and 
producing countries around the world 
hosted by the capital Abu Dhabi, 
09 March 2019 aiming on setting 
a strategic framework to eradicate 
Rhynchophorus ferrugineus (red 
palm weevil)  and support KIAAI  to 
establish a  trust fund to implement 
this strategy, which was organized by 
Khalifa International Award For Date 
Palm And Agricultural Innovation 
in cooperation with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO).
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Issued for The Year of Tolerance, released in 
parallel with the ceremony honoring the award 
winners of its 11th Session, 10 March 2019.

A Special number of Arab Date festivals in the 
Republic of Sudan, The Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and the Kingdom of Morocco.

A special issue of the added value of the date 
palm tree as a cultural symbol and a common 
heritage common to all date-producing countries.

Blessed Tree, Volume 11, 
02nd Issue August 2, 2019

Blessed Tree, Volume 11, 
1st Issue March 2019

Blessed Tree, Volume 11, 
3rd Issue October 2019
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The General Secretariat of the Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation has released 
a special issue of The Blessed Tree 
Magazine in parallel with the launch of the 
Second Jordan International Date Palm 
Festival 2019, where His Highness Sheikh 
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister 
of Tolerance, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Khalifa International Award for 
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation. The 
Blessed Tree (October 2019) that the Arab 
Dates Festivals organized by the General 
Secretariat of the Award reflected the spirit 
of brotherhood, tolerance and cooperation 
with great success under the directives of 
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE has designated 2019 as the Year of Tolerance with 
the aim of establishing the UAE as a global capital of tolerance and affirming the 
value of tolerance as a sustainable institutional action through a set of legislation 
and policies aimed at deepening values, dialogue and acceptance of the other 
and openness to different cultures, especially in the new generations, reflecting 
its positive effects on society in general.
The issue included a series of scientific articles focused on innovation for our future 
in the field of food and agriculture: the nutritional and health importance of oil 
extracted from the nuclei of Iraqi dates; factors that help to increase the efficiency 
of the pheromone synthesis of red palm weevil trap; the problems faced by the 
localization of date palms resulting from tissue culture; popular beliefs about 
the palm tree in Sudan; the production of organic dates in the management of 
Awqaf Saleh Al-Rajhi, and the importance of sulfur in the management of palm 
plantations, the importance of palm fronds in the life of date palm, evaluation and 
characterization of date palm in Khatem Valley, Sudan, the role of agricultural 
processes and practices in reducing the prevalence of red palm weevil, the use 
of aluminum phosphide tablets, an overview of the losses in date palm fruits, and 
the structure of the production costs of diabetic dates in the Qassim region , non-
insect animal pests affecting the palm.

Tolerance is reflected in the Arab Date Palm Festival
“The Blessed Tree” is a special issue for the 
Second Jordan International Date Palm Festival



 47

Ye
ar

 B
oo

k 
20

20
 

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation won the 12th Arab Award for Social Responsibility at 
the 12th Session of the 2019 in the category of Corporate and International 
Cooperation. The award was honored during a ceremony held by the Arab 
Network for Corporate Social Responsibility on Wednesday evening, 02 October 
2019 at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in Dubai, UAE.
Commenting on the award, Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the 
Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, said: 
“We are delighted to receive this high honor from the Arab Network for Social 
Responsibility, which confirms the prestige of the award as a national institution 
that translates the vision of the wise leadership of their Highnesses “God keep 
them safe” in supporting and developing the structure of date palm cultivation and 
production of dates at the national, regional and international level. This award 
is the fruit of the project “International Festival of Egyptian dates” organized 
by the General Secretariat of the Award in the Arab Republic of Egypt for five 
consecutive years (2015-2019) at the honor of HH Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs and Follow-
up of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance 
and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Khalifa International Award for 
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, in cooperation with our partners in the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Land Reclamation . He stressed that this community partnership 

Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation

Wins the Arab Award for Social Responsibility 
for the category of Partnerships and International 

Cooperation 
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and cooperation falls within the 
framework of the South-South 
Partnership and Cooperation 
projects approved by the 
United Nations to achieve the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals 2030 in accordance with 
international best practices.
Dr. Helal Humaid Saed Al 
Kaabi, Member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Award, 
Head of the Financial and 
Administrative Committee, 
said that the project is a 
strategic partnership with a clear vision to support and develop the infrastructure 
of the date palm sector and the production and processing of dates in the Arab 
Republic of Egypt under the umbrella of “International Festival”. The project 
includes a number of executive initiatives, including the rehabilitation of the Siwa 
government date factory in Matrouh governorate for dates and enable farmers to 
obtain quality certificates and organic farming of dates approved by the European 
authorities, and rehabilitation of the new Valley Dates complex in the New Valley 
governorate, and the establishment of refrigerated dates stores in the province 
of Al Wahat Al Bahriya. The National Strategic Plan for Egyptian Dates and other 
programs agreed upon were also finalized to achieve the desired goal.
He pointed out that the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation is proud of the achievements of the International Festival of Egyptian 
Dates and is to be considered as a success story reflecting a responsible 
partnership between the UAE represented by Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, and 
the Arab Republic of Egypt represented 
by the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, in cooperation with private 
companies and civil society, to develop 
infrastructure for the date palm sector 
and the manufacture of Egyptian dates. 
The festival was also sponsored by 
His Excellency President Abdel Fattah 
El Sisi, and honored by His Highness 
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Presidential Affairs and the continuous 
follow up  of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of 
Tolerance and Chairman of the Award’s Board of Trustees.
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HiHis Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance, 
President of the Board of Trustees of the Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, expressed his appreciation for the support 
received from the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, President of the UAE (May God protect Him) and the support of his 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, 
UAE Deputy Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, and His Highness 
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Presidential Affairs.
The Award has been prompted forward to take its leading position at the regional 
and international levels, and has contributed to strengthening the UAE’s role in 
serving the blessed tree and agricultural innovation around the world.
During a press conference held by the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm 
and Agricultural Innovation, Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the 
Award, on Wednesday morning, February 12, 2020, at the Emirates Palace in 
Abu Dhabi, announced the winners of the 12th Session in the presence of Dr. 
Helal Humaid Saed Al Kaabi, Member of the Board of Trustees, Secretary General 
of the Abu Dhabi Council for Quality and Conformity, member of the Scientific 
Committee of the Award and the presence of Mr. Musallam Obaid Al-Khales Al 
Ameri, CEO of Al Foah Company. He praised the prominent level reached by 
the Award for its 12th Session. Thanks to the great trust and guidance of His 
Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance, Chairman 
of the Award’s Board of Trustees

Announcing the Winners of Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation 

12th Session
Nahayan Mabarak: Approved the Names of the 

Award’s Winners
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Award Winners
The Award’s Secretary General of the Award added that the winners of the 
12th Session were determined in accordance to the international standards 
and mechanisms used in presenting the award, based on the report of the 
scientific committee and arbitration of the participating works and the approval 
of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and 
President of the Award’s Board of Trustees. The approved winners of the five 
award categories are as follows:
         Category: Distinguished Innovative Studies and Modern Technology:

• Dr. Ikram Blilou: King Abdullah University of Science and Technology / 
KSA

        Category: Pioneering Development and Productive Projects:
• American University of Beirut / Lebanon

       Category: Pioneering and Sophisticated Innovations Serving the Agricultural       
       Sector

• Al-Nakhli / UAE
       Category: Influential Figure in the Field of Date Palm and Agricultural       
        Innovation(Equally Between):

• Prof. Kazuo Shinozaki, Japan.
• Dr. Hasnaa Harrak, Morocco.

Dr. Helal Humaid Saed Al Kaabi, a member of the Board of Trustees of the Award, 
confirmed that the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation has marked in its 12th session through a series of points highlighted 
by the number of applicants to 141 candidates representing 28 countries 
around the world, where the Category of Distinguished Innovative Studies and 
Modern Technoloy as usual have the highest participation rate of 59 participants, 
followed by the Category of Pioneering and Sophisticated Innovations serving the 
Agricultural Sector with 39 
participants, the Category 
of Influential Figure in the 
Field of Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation 
with 22 participants, the 
Category for Pioneering 
Development and 
Productive Projects  16 
participants, noting 
that the methodology 
of selection in the 
Secretariat of the Award 
is highly transparent and 
totally neutral.



 51

Ye
ar

 B
oo

k 
20

20
 

UAE’s Outstanding Farmer Award 

According to Mr. Musallam Obaid Al Khales Al-Ameri, CEO of Al Foah Company, 
pointed out that the award for Distinguished Farmers and Innovative Farms 
organized by Al Foah Company in cooperation with the General Secretariat of 
the Award, during its third session, attracted a group of eminent farm owners 
on regional level that reached 135 farmers with the best and finest date palm 
plantations in the UAE, whose competitions were concentrated in four categories, 
including small, medium, above-average and large farms, in addition to 
agricultural innovation. The winners of the award were identified in accordance to 
the criteria and mechanisms used in presenting the award.

Small Farm Category
• Second winner: Hamama Hussein Khalifa Quraosh Al Qubaisi

Middle Farm Category
• First winner: Sheikha Ahoud Faisal Abdullah Ahmad Al-Mualla
• Second winner: Ahmed Khalifa Saif Muhammad Al Mazroui and his 
partners
Above-average Farm Category
• First winner: Sultan Ahmed Ghanem Al-Suwaidi
• Second winner: Saeed Khalifa Saif Muhammad Al Mazroui and his 
partners
Large Farm Category
• First winner: Abdullah Ali Rashid Abdullah Al Hamoudi
• Second winner: Muhammad Ahmad Saif Al Mazroui
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Under the Patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan 
Mabarak and organized by the Award’s General Secretariat 
Announcement of the Winners of the Competition “Date 

Palm in the Tongues of Poets” for its Fourth Session 2020

The General Secretariat of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation (KIADPAI) announced the winners of the “Date Palm in 
The Tongues of Poets” competition for its 4th Session 2020, which is under the 
patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of 
Tolerance, President of the Award’s Board of Trustees. 
The results are as follows:

The First Place: Mr. Hassan Ali Dahm Al Ahbabi 
for a poem entitled “The Motto of the People of the Peninsula”
The Second Place: Mr. Zahir Hindi Al Ghazal 
 for a poem entitled “Balqis Al-Bawadi”
The Third Place: Mr. Mohammed Khalif Salbi Al Anzi 
 for a poem entitled “The Lady of Mary”

The total number of participants in the competition in its 4th Session was 54 poets 
from 14 Arab countries who organized their poems in the Nabati dialect in the love 
of the date palm and its virtue and impact. This was made in a press statement by 
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Award’s Secretary-General, after receiving the results of 
the evaluation of the poetry submitted by a jury specializing in Nabati poetry and 
literary criticism. 
The Secretary-General of the award added that the competition “Date Palm in 
The Tongues of Poets” aims to employ Nabati poetry as an important means in 
developing public awareness of the importance of the date palm tree in terms 
of heritage, agriculture, food and economy. Promoting the culture of date palms 
to revive one of the purposes of poetry and provide the Arab Library and the 
poetry scene with a distinctive quality of poems in the love of the date palm, 
and encourage poets to create and write quality poems and allow everyone to 
compete in a transparent way and achieve fame through the spotlight on the 
experiences of the winning poets.
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Organized by the Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation

The winners of the “Date Palm in the Eyes of the World” 
competition announced at its eleven session of 2020

The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation announced the names of the winners of the International 
Photography Competition; “The Date Palm in the Eyes of the World” at its eleven 
session of 2020, under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Nahyan Mubarak 
Al Nahyan, Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the 
Award, where the results were as follows:

The first place was won by the photographer; Namariq Allamki
The second place was won by the photographer; Abdularahman alborih
The Third place was won by the photographer; Yousif Ahmed Al Badi

This came in a press statement made by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary 
General of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation, who expressed his happiness of the achievements of the competition 
over Ten years, which in turn reinforce the human relationship with the Date 
palm tree through the use of the photography art as a means to develop public 
awareness of the importance of date palm tree, creating a wider space for 
the exchange of experiences among photographers from all over the world, 
highlighting the tourist, environmental and heritage elements of the date palms 
tree through the photograph and encouraging the connection of humans to the 
land and environment.
The Secretary-General of the award added that the eleven session was marked 
by the participation of 91 photographers representing 13 countries around the 
world, and the number of participating pictures was 301 of the most beautiful 
pictures that expressed their love for date palm tree and their intimate relationship 
with the blessed tree.
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Photographed by: Ammar AlSayed Ahmed



Chapter Three
Regional Harvest



 Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan
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The award examines the preparations of the Second 
International Festival of Jordanian Dates 2019 

H.E Ahmed Ali Mohamed Al Balushi, UAE Ambassador in the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan on the 18th of September 2019, meets in his office in the Jordanian 
capital Amman with the delegation of the Khalifa International Award headed by 
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid Secretary General of the award, during his visit to the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan from the 14th to the 19th of September 2019, 
during the meeting they discussed the needed preparations for organizing the 
Second International Festival of Jordanian Dates in Amman, which is organized 
by the General Secretariat of the Award under the patronage of His Highness 
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of 
Presidential Affairs, and in cooperation with the Jordanian Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Jordanian Dates Association.
His Excellency Ambassador Ahmed Ali Mohamed Al Balushi , welcomed the 
delegation guests and expressed his readiness to provide all the needed support 
to ease the accomplishment of the delegation’s mission in organizing the festival, 
in which will benefit both countries and contributes in promoting and developing 
the bilateral relations.
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Award, also met with His 
Excellency Eng. Ibrahim Al-Shahahdeh, Jordanian Minister of Agriculture, 
in the presence of Eng. Hazem Salim Al-Smadi, Director of the Directorate of 
International Cooperation and Trade Agreements at the Jordanian Ministry of 
Agriculture and Eng. Anwar Al-Haddad, Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Jordanian Dates Association, in which they reviewed the preparations of the 
Organizing Committee of the Second International Festival of Jordanian Dates 
held next October, which will contribute in supporting and developing the date 
palm sector in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
In preparation of the festival, the Secretary General of the award met Mr. Alexis 
Ponte, Representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, with whom he discussed 
the cooperation mechanisms of the success of the Second Session of the 
International Festival of Jordanian Dates 2019.
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The Second International Festival for Jordanian 
Dates Launched on the 16th of October 2019

With the support of His Highness
 Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 

organized by Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation and in cooperation with the Ministry of 

Agriculture and the Jordanian Dates Association

Ibrahim Al-Shehadeh: The festival achieved a quantum leap 
in supporting and developing the Jordanian dates

Abdelouahhab Zaid: 65 farmers and date palm producing 
companies from 4 Arab countries and 17 researchers 

participating in the scientific symposium
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The Ministry of Agriculture in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan announced 
the activities of the Second International Festival of Jordanian Dates 
in cooperation with the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation and the Jordanian Dates Association in the Jordanian 
capital Amman from the 16th to the 18th of October 2019. Under the patronage 
of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Presidential Affairs of the United Arab Emirates, the speech by 

His Excellency Eng. Ibrahim Al-Shehadeh, Jordanian Minister of Agriculture, 
during a press conference held at the Intercontinental Hotel in Amman on 
the 14th of September, 2019 and in the presence of His Excellency Ahmed Ali 
Mohamed Al Balushi, UAE Ambassador in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaidd, Secretary General of the Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, Eng. Anwar Haddad, 
Director of the Jordanian Dates Association, and a number of representatives 
of international organizations located in Jordan.

H.E. the Minister emphasized that this festival came as an affirmation of 
the depth of brotherly and historical relations between the United Arab 
Emirates and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan within the framework of the 
Memorandum of Understanding signed in Abu Dhabi on the 10th of March 
2019, between the two countries in regards of this matter. The festival also 
coincides along with the significant rise in the Jordanian dates sector in 
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general and the “ Mejhool” dates in particular. The Kingdom’s production of 
the “Mejhool’’ dates is estimated about 14% of the global production.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the award, emphasized that 
the pioneering position that UAE has achieved during the past decades in 
supporting and developing the date palm sector and the production of dates 
at the regional and international levels, organizing the Second International 
Festival of Jordanian Dates at this level comes after the success of the Khalifa 
International Award during the past years in a number of Arab countries, 
where it reflects the wise vision of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates “May God protect Him” 
and the directives of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander For the Armed 
Forces, the continuous support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, and 
the close follow-up to His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, 
Minister of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Award.

The UAE Embassy in Amman spared no effort to provide all needed facilities 
and support to ensure the success of this cooperation and achievement of 
the set goals, and work on the improvement of the Jordanian date palm 
sector in general and the development of the ‘’Mejhool’’ dates in particular.

The number of participants in the festival in its Second Session reached 
a total of 65 farmer and companies specialized in date palm cultivation 
and date production, as they were representing four Arab countries: The 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, The Arab Republic of Egypt, The Republic of 
Sudan and the United Arab Emirates. The festival also includes a scientific 
symposium in which more than 17 researcher and academic from 7 Arab 
countries participated.

Engineer Anwar Haddad, President of the Jordanian Dates Association, stressed 
on the value added by the award to the Jordanian dates products, which will 
constitute a positive impact on the agricultural economic sector, as the marketing 
value will be positively impacted by the fine quality of produced dates. He also 
added that the UAE has a leading role of supporting the Date Palm tree through 
the award.
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Under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II, and 
with the support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan

The opening of the Second 
International Festival of Jordanian 

dates in Amman 2019
Under the supervision of the Khalifa International Award 
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation In cooperation 
with the Ministry of Agriculture and the Jordanian Dates 

Association
Ibrahim Al-Shehadeh: Jordanian Dates Festival establishes a 

promising future for the agricultural economy.
Ahmed Al Balushi: The festival enhances the brotherly relationship 
between the United Arab Emirates and the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan to celebrate the Year of Tolerance.
Abdelouhhab Zaid: The Date Palm enhances food security and 

supports sustainable development.
Anwar Al-Haddad: The festival is the blessed fruit gained from the 
official efforts and pioneers who invested in date palm cultivation.
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Under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn Al-Hussein, the King of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and with the attendance of  His Excellency 
Eng. Ibrahim Al-Shehadeh, Minister of Agriculture, and the delegate of the 
festival sponsor, and with the presence of His Excellency Ahmed Ali Mohammed 
Al-Balushi, UAE Ambassador in Amman, and Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary 
General of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation, The Second International Festival of Jordanian dates opened its 
doors on the 16th of October 2019. The festival was organized by the Khalifa 
International Award, the Jordanian Ministry of Agriculture and the Jordanian Dates 
Association. The opening ceremony was attended by nineteen ambassadors from 
the Diplomatic Corps, researchers, farm owners and date producing companies 
in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

Where His Excellency Engineer Ibrahim Al-Shehadeh, Minister of Agriculture, 
stressed in his speech during the opening ceremony on the strategic importance 
of this festival, as it represents a milestone in the cultivation of date palm trees 
,production, manufacturing and marketing of Jordanian dates in general and the 
“Mejhool”  type in particular, as it represents the great importance in supporting 
the Jordanian economy.
The number of Date Palm in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan reached around 
half a million tree, where the “Mejhool” is one of the most important varieties that 
Jordan is distinguished for growing, as  its production takes over approximately 
14%  of the global production of this distinguished type. The Ministry of Agriculture 
has sought to cooperate with all partners to organize the Second International 
Festival of Jordanian dates, which aims to display the finest varieties of dates, 
such as the “Mejhool”, and build closer links between farmers, date manufacturers 
and international buyers to encourage the signing of international deals. Creating 
the spirit of competition between date palm farmers will develop the creative and 
innovation in this field, which will therefore increase the production levels and 
quality.
His Excellency Ahmed Ali Mohamed Al Balushi, UAE Ambassador in Amman, 
indicated that the development of date palm in our two countries has a special 
priority in the agricultural and economic development plans. The date palm 
represented in the United Arab Emirates and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
is of increasing economic importance to enhance food security through the 
development and exploitation of our natural resources and achieving sustainable 
development. This festival is considered one of the successful achievements and 
cooperation between the two brotherly countries that the wise leadership seeks 
to document the strong bond between both countries.

This is to enhance food security through the development and exploitation of our 
natural resources, and that the Second International Festival of Jordanian Dates 
came to emphasize the depth of historical bilateral relations between the two 
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countries, and the close cooperation that links the two nations and two countries 
under the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the United Arab Emirates and his brother, His Majesty King Abdullah 
II Ibn Al-Hussein, King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
On the other hand, Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary-General of the Khalifa 
International Award, indicated in a press statement that this festival comes in the 
form of enhancing cooperation between both countries, and coinciding with the 
celebrations of the United Arab Emirates’ the Year of Tolerance 2019, and as 
a confirmation of establishing brotherly and historical relations between the two 
nations, where the festival and for the second year in a row, has the patronage of 
His Majesty King Abdullah II, the King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and 
the support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister of the United Arab Emirates, Minister of Presidenti al Affairs, appreciating 
the role of all partners in making the festival a success, led by the Jordanian 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Khalifa International Award and the Jordanian Dates 
Association, to point out the bright side of Jordan and the pioneering role of the 
United Arab Emirates and its effective contribution to making human civilization 
and its prestigious position on both, the Arab and international levels.
Furthermore, Eng. Anwar Haddad, President of the Jordanian Dates Association, 
highlighted during his speech that the joining of The Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan the list of date palm producing countries in 2017,  is the blessed fruit 
gained from the official efforts and pioneers who invested in date palm cultivation 
and leaded in risk taking by investing in this field with funds exceeding half a billion 
dollars, which resulted in the growth of over half a million fruitful date palm trees 
in Jordan, and an annual growth rate exceeding 8%, producing so far about 25 
thousand tons, that represented 14% of the total world production of the “Mejhool” 
dates. This first achievement did leave Jordan one of the world’s best producers 
of the finest quality of “’Mejhool” dates, where it exports about 50% of its “Mejhool” 
Dates production. This festival aims to enhance the importance of its brand in the 
regional and global markets, as well as integrating the series of Arab dates in the 
global market.
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17 International Date Palm Researchers and Experts 
from 7 Countries

Participated in the Scientific Symposium of the 
Second International Festival 

of Jordanian Dates 2019

On the second day of the festival, 17 researchers and international experts in date 
palm cultivation discussed a number of scientific papers in four main sessions. 
In the first scientific session entitled “Quality and Development of Dates” chaired 
by Dr. Sameer Al-Shaker from Iraq, Mr. Emad Saad of the UAE reviewed in 
the first scientific paper “The Strategy of the General Secretariat of the Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in supporting and 
developing date palm cultivation and date production in the Arab region”. Dr. 
Amer Al-Jabareen from Jordan presented his scientific paper entitled “Value 
Added Chain in Dates and its Marketing”, after which Dr. Abdallah ben Abdallah 
of Tunisia presented a scientific paper entitled “Specific Factors for Quality 
of Dates”. The first scientific session concluded with a scientific paper entitled 
“Drying Dates Using Modern Techniques” presented by Eng. Tarek Ben Bachir 
of Algeria.
In the second scientific session chaired by Dr. Mohammed Al-Alawi from Jordan 
was entitled “Red Palm Weevil”, Dr. Michel Ferry presented a scientific paper 
entitled “The Proposed Action Plan to Combat Red Palm Weevil in Jordan” after 
which, Engineer Hani Ghanem of Jordan presented a scientific paper entitled “The 
Impact of Operations in Controlling Red Palm Weevil and Reducing its Spread”. 



 65

Ye
ar

 B
oo

k 
20

20
 

The third scientific session, chaired by Dr. Abdallah ben Abdallah, was entitled 
“Climate Change”. Dr. Reda Al-Khawaldeh from Jordan presented a scientific 
paper entitled “Climate Change and its Impact on Agricultural Production and Date 
Production in Jordan”. Then, Dr. Mohammed Ali Fahim from Egypt presented a 
scientific research entitled “Implications of Climate Change on the Productivity of 
Dates and Ways of Localization.
The scientific symposium of the Second Jordan International Date Palm 
Festival concluded with a fourth scientific session entitled “The Strategy of Date 
Palm Cultivation in Jordan, the session was chaired by Eng. Anwar Haddad, 
President of the Jordanian Dates Association. Dr. Mahmoud Al Duwairi, former 
Minister of Agriculture, Eng. Ali Al-Kouz, Secretary  General  of the  Jordan 
Valley Authority and Minister of Water, Dr. Abdul Nabi Fardous, Dr. Abdullah 
Oihabi,  former FAO Expert, and Dr. Amer Al-Jabareen from Jordan discussed 
the challenges of cultivating the unknown variety of dates in Jordan in terms of 
providing water, agricultural services and trained staff concluded with a number 
of recommendations.
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High-level International Trade Presence: 
13 Commercial Attachés and 14 Foreign 

Investors
72 Bilateral meetings with Jordanian dates 

producers during the three days of the 2019 
festival

The Second  Jordan International Date Palm Festival 2019, which was held at 
the Intercontinental Hotel in Amman during the period 16-18 October 2019 on 
the first and second day recorded a distinguished presence for businessmen, 
investors and commercial entitlements, where the number reached on the first 
day 13 commercial attachés (4 Arabs and 9 foreigners), and on the second day of 
the festival was attended by 10 commercial attachés (3 Arabs and 7 foreigners), 
in addition to 14 foreign businessmen and investors from 9 countries (Canada, 
Britain, Ireland, Morocco, India, Mauritania, Tunisia, Saudi Arabia and Palestine). 
A total of 72 Business Meetings (B2B) between 26 date producers participating in 
the festival are 13 commercial attachés and 14 foreign investors. These meetings 
resulted in the signing of a number of export contracts for Jordanian dates.
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Honoring 8 Winners of the Jordanian
 Dates competition 2019

With the participation of 59 farmers 
and producers of Jordanian

 dates in eight categories

His Excellency Ibrahim Al Shehadeh, Minister of Agriculture, the representative 
of the patron of the festival, His Majesty King Abdullah II, His Excellency Ahmed 
Ali Mohammed Al Balushi, UAE Ambassador to Amman, and Dr. Abdelouahhab 
Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation, attended the opening ceremony of the 2nd International 
Festival. October 16, 2019.

1. The category of the best applied scientific research for the two categories of 
Medjool Jordan: 
Dr. Naeem Diab Mazhara

2. The category of the best production of Medjool dates in Jordan: 
The Sand Rose Farms (Eng. Tarek Mohamed Hassan Al-Junaidi)
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3. The best production category for Barhee cultivar:  
Mr. Qusai Ghawanmeh 

4. Best packaging category for Jordanian dates:  
Good Food Mood Company (Mr. Iyad Abu Awad)

5. The best food product category of Jordanian dates: 
Mr. Salem Elia Nino

6. Best date palm farm in Jordan:  
Aden Gardens (Mr. Thaer Faisal Al-Adwan)

7. Best innovation category in the field of date palm in Jordan: 
Hills Farms for Dates (Mr. Mohamed Ibrahim Hussein)

8. The best operator category (packing house or factory) for dates in Jordan: 
Tamara Farms (Mr. Ibrahim Eid Naouri)

Honoring Influential Figures
His Excellency the Minister also honored the influential figures in the date palm 
sector in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

1. HE Dr. Mahmoud Al-Duwairi - Former Minister of Agriculture and Former 
Deputy Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO)

2. Mr. Saleh Abdul Qader Al-Ghoul, owner of Al-Ghoul farms
3. Dr. Mona Meshaal Researcher in the field of date palm, National Center 

for Agricultural Research
4. The late Ibrahim Hamdan, received by his son Ahmed Ibrahim Hamdan

It is worth acknowledging that the number of participants in the Jordan Dates 
Competition in its Second Session in 2019 with a total of 59 participants from 
various date palm farms in Jordan, as the competition was characterized by 
the participation of varieties of luxury Jordanian dates focusing on Medjool and 
the best food product in addition to the research presented specialized in the 
Medjool variety. The competition in general was important and has created a 
good reputation for 



 69

Ye
ar

 B
oo

k 
20

20
 



 70

Ye
ar

 B
oo

k 
20

20
 



 71

Ye
ar

 B
oo

k 
20

20
 



 72

Ye
ar

 B
oo

k 
20

20
 



 73

Ye
ar

 B
oo

k 
20

20
 

Participants and visitors delectated at the 
closing of the Second International Festival 

of Jordanian Dates 2019
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid: The Date Palm enhances food 

security and supports sustainable development
Eng. Anwar Haddad: An increase in the number and level of 

participants, buyers, and exports of the Jordanian dates
The Second International Festival of 
Jordanian Dates organized by the Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation, and in cooperation 
with the Jordanian Ministry of Agriculture 
and the Jordanian Dates Association, held 
from the 16th to the  18th of October 2019 
in the  Intercontinental Hotel in the Jordanian 
capital, Amman,  ended its session with the 
delectation of the participants and visitors, 
as the festival’s  outcomes and feedback 
exceeded the expectations at various levels.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General 
of the Khalifa International Award, also added that the International Festival of 
Jordanian Dates, in just two years was able to form a positive significant leap in 
the Jordanian date palm sector in general and the “Mejhool’’ dates in particular.
The festival was able to establish a long-term infrastructure to develop the date 
palm cultivation and date production sector in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 
The festival was held under the patronage of His Majesty King Abdullah II Bin 
Al Hussein, King of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and with the support of 
His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of Presidential Affairs, and the close follow-up of His Highness Sheikh 
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Award’s 
Board of Trustees, and it came to reinforce and highlight the cooperation between 
the two countries, and in concurrence with the UAE celebrations of the Year of 
Tolerance 2019. Moreover, emphasizing the valuable role of all partners that led 
to the great success of the festival, and which was led by the Jordanian Ministry 
of Agriculture, The Khalifa International Award for date palm and agricultural 
innovation and the Jordanian Dates Association.
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The Secretary-General of the award also added, during the past five years, the 
award contributed in developing the Arab Date Palm sector, starting from the 
launching of the Egyptian Dates Festival and organizing it for four consecutive 
sessions (2015 -2018), followed by organizing the Sudan International Date 
Palm Festival for three consecutive years (2017-2019), and finally the Jordan 
International Date Palm Festival for two years in a row (2018-2019).
Eng. Anwar Al-Haddad, President of the Jordanian Dates Association, 
stressed on the importance that this festival represents to the Jordanian date 
palm sector. This was reflected through the development of the technical and 
administrative organizational levels, and the increase in the number and diversity 
of the participating pavilions from 50 to 68 Pavilion, which varied from date palm 
farmers to packaging companies. In addition to doubling the value of the reward 
given to the winners in Jordanian dates competition from 1000 to 2000 Jordanian 
Dinars. Also an increase in the number of international attendance of merchants 
and buyers from 7 to14.The increase in exports of the Jordanian dates is around 
2000 tons, compared to previous year, and a decrease in the imported date from 
abroad in about 1000 tons, and an increase in consumer demand for Jordanian 
dates.
Furthermore, Eng. Anwar Haddad, President of the Jordanian Dates Association, 
highlighted during his speech that the joining of The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
the list of date palm producing countries in 2017,  is the blessed fruit gained from 
the official efforts and pioneers who invested in date palm cultivation and leaded 
in risk taking by investing in this field with funds exceeding half a billion dollars, 
which resulted in the growth of over half a million fruitful date palm trees in Jordan, 
and an annual growth rate exceeding 8%, producing so far about 25 thousand 
tons, that represented 14% of the total world production of the “Mejhool” dates. 
This left Jordan one of the world’s best producers of the finest quality of “’Mejhool” 
dates, where it exports about 50% of its “Mejhool” Dates production. This festival 
aims to enhance the importance of its brand in the regional and global market, as 
well as integrating the series of Arab dates in the global market.



The Republic of Sudan
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Preparations for the 3rd International 
Sudanese Date Festival are well underway

The Sudanese Minister of Agriculture receives the delegation 
of the Award’s General Secretariat and appreciates the efforts 

of the Festival’s Organizing Committee. 

His Excellency Eng. Issa Othman Al Sharif, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry 
of the Republic of Sudan, welcomed in his office on the 5th of November, the 
delegation of the General Secretariat of the Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation lead by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary 
General of the award, presented to H.E the preparations of the Third Sudan  
International Date Palm Festival which was held in the Friendship Hall in 
Khartoum from 26th -30th of  November 2019.

His Excellency thanked His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs for supporting and 
developing the date palm sector at the Arab level. He also appreciated the efforts 
of the General Secretariat of the award on organizing the festival for the third 
year in a row in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and the 
Sudanese Peasant Cultivation and Care Association. Stressing on the depth of 
historical bilateral relations between the two countries and its brotherhood.
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The Secretary General of the Award also made a special visit on November 5th 
,2019 to His Excellency Hamad Muhammad Hamid Al Junaibi, UAE Ambassador 
in Khartoum, during which he presented the preparations for the Third Sudan 
International Date Palm Festival and praised the role of the UAE Embassy in 
Khartoum and that they spared full cooperation and support for the festival during 
the last three years.

On the other hand, the Secretary General of the Award visited His Excellency 
Dr. Babagana Ahmadou , Resident Representative of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in the Republic of Sudan, on the 6th of 
November 2019 to discuss ways of cooperation for the success of the activities of 
the Third Sudan International Date Palm Festival 2019.

The Secretary General of the Award, Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, affirmed his 
keenness on the success achieved by the festival in its First session in 2017 and 
the Second session in 2018, thanks to the directives and support of His Highness 
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister of 
Presidential Affairs, and 
the close follow-up of His 
Highness Sheikh Nahayan 
Mabarak Al Nahayan, 
UAE Minister of Tolerance, 
President of the Board of 
Trustees of the Award.

His Excellency Prof. Ahmed 
Ali Qanif, President of the 
Sudan Date Palm Friends 
Society, expressed his 
appreciation for the role 
of the Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation in 
the development of the date 
palm sector in Sudan and 
the Arab world in general 
after the significant success 
in organizing the Sudan , 
Egypt and Jordan Date Palm 
Festivals.
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The organizing committee of the Third Sudan International Dates Festival  held 
a press conference at the “Sona” forum of the Sudanese News Agency on the 
morning of November 25, 2019 in the presence of H.E. Eng. Abdul Qadir Turkawi, 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and H.E. Mr. 
Hamad Hamid Al Junaibi, Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates in Khartoum, 
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Khalifa International Award 
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, and Dr. Nasreddine Shalgami, Acting 
Chairman of the Sudanese Date Palm Society  Board of Trustees.
His Excellency Eng. Turkawi expressed his happiness for the large Arab 
participation in the festival in its third session after the award achieved tangible 
success in organizing the Dates Festival in Sudan for its first and second session 
respectively. He also praised the generous sponsorship of the festival, which is a 
milestone in the development of the date palm sector in Sudan and a watershed 
in supporting farmers and providing them with the opportunity to learn about the 
best agricultural practices with date palms through the specific Arab participation, 
where more than 15 entities and organizations will participate. The foreign 
participants represent the UAE, Arab Republic of Egypt, Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, Kingdom of Morocco and Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, as well as more than 
150 date palm plantations from the Republic of Sudan.
For his part, H.E. Mr. Hamad Hamid Al Junaibi, Ambassador of the United 
Arab Emirates in Khartoum, confirmed that the 03rd Sudan International Dates 
Festival came to emphasize the depth of the historical relationship between the 
two countries and their people, and the great confidence of His Highness Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the United Arab Emirates, and His 
Excellency Lt. Gen. Abdul Fattah Al Burhani, President of the Sudanese Military 
Council, to work together to develop the Sudan date palm sector.
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Khalifa International Award 
for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, also confirmed that the 03rd Sudan 
International Dates Festival was organized to emphasized the international 
status of the award and its constructive role in the development and advancement 
of the date palm sector at the Arab region and international level. 

Under the Patronage of His Excellency Dr. Abdalla Hamdok 
and an Extensive Arab Participation

Khartoum to host 3rd Sudan International Dates Festival  
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Under the patronage of His Excellency Dr. Abdalla Hamdok, Prime Minister of 
the Transitional Cabinet, the Sudanese capital witnessed the opening of the 
3rd Sudan International  Dates Festival on Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at the 
Friendship Hall in the presence of His Excellency Dr. Omar Bashir Manis, Minister 
of Cabinet Affairs, representative of the festival’s Patron, and H. E. Engineer 
Issa Othman Al-Sharif, Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources, H.E. Mr. 
Hamad Mohammed Hamid Al Junaibi, Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates 
in Khartoum, Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation and Dr. Helal Humaid Saed 

Under the Patronage of His Excellency 
Dr. Abdalla Hamdok, 

Prime Minister of Sudan Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs 

3rd Sudan International Dates Festival 
opens in Khartoum 2019

Under the Supervision of the General Secretariat of Khalifa Award 
in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and the Sudanese 

Date Palm Society

Festival Patron: Thanking the UAE for 
supporting the date palm sector in Sudan
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Alkaabi, a member of the Award’s Board of Trustees and His Excellency Dr. 
Ahmed Ali Qanif, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Sudanese Date Palm 
Society.
In his speech, at the opening ceremony, the Patron of the ceremony stressed 
the importance of the outstanding historical relationship between the Republic 
of Sudan and the United Arab Emirates at various levels and in various fields, 
especially in the field of agricultural investment, praising the noble positions of 
the UAE. The efforts of the Award Secretariat were recognized for its success in 
organizing this festival for the third year in a row. 

In his opening speech, H.E. Mr. Hamad Mohammed Hamid Al Junaibi, 
Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates in Khartoum, stressed the importance 

of the festival in supporting 
the strong relations 
between the UAE and the 
Republic of Sudan, where 
the Sudan International 
Dates Festival is held over 
three years. The activities 
and competitions 
accompanying such 
important festival, as 
a national event, Al 
Junaibi expressed his 
appreciation for the 
great cooperation of 
all specialists in Sudan 
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who have expressed their willingness to provide the necessary support for the 
success of this festival, in addition to the efforts of the General Secretariat of the 
Award, and the Embassy of the United Arab Emirates in Khartoum.

His Excellency Eng. Issa Othman Al-Sharif, Minister of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, pointed out that “today we are witnessing the start of the Sudan 
International Date Palm Conference on its third session, and our hearts are full 
of love and appreciation for our brothers in the United Arab Emirates who stood 
by the blessed tree and workers in the date palm cultivation sector and date 
production in Sudan, and we celebrate with them in the year of tolerance, we say 
thank you UAE. We are also proud to thank
His Excellency Dr. Abdalla Hamdok, Prime Minister, for his generous care, 
patronage and support for the agricultural sector, date palm cultivation and date 
production in particular. Special heartfelt thanks were presented to H.H. Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Presidential Affairs, for supporting and directing this festival.
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Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Khalifa International Award for 
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, noted that the organization of this festival 
comes at the generous initiative of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs, and follow-
up and attention of  H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of 
Tolerance, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Award, under the supervision 
of the General Secretariat of the Award and in cooperation with strategic partners 
with the aim of upgrading the date palm sector and supporting and revitalizing the 
cultivation of date palm in Sudan.

Dr. Helal Humaid Saed Alkaabi, a member of the Award’s Board of Trustees, 
pointed out that the establishment of the 3rd Sudan International Dates Festival 
in Khartoum aims to upgrade the date palm sector and support and stimulate the 
cultivation of Sudanese dates, and provide solutions to the problems encountered 
by Sudanese date palm farms.
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Under the patronage 
of His Excellency Dr. 
Abdalla Hamdok, 
Prime Minister of the 
Transitional Cabinet, 
the Sudanese capital 
witnessed the opening 
of the 3rd Sudan 
International Dates 
Festival  on the morning 
of November 26, 2019 
at the Friendship Hall, 
with the participation of Sudan and Arab countries, which reached 150 exhibitors 
representing six countries; the United Arab Emirates, Arab Republic of Egypt, 
Kingdom of  Saudi Arabia, The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Malaysia, and the 
Republic of Sudan, in addition to six international investors, two from India, two 
from Lebanon and two from the Kingdom of Morocco, and a large popular presence 
from different segments of society as well as business men and companies that 
came specifically to see the best Sudanese dates and provide the opportunity 
for farmers and producers to make business deals with these companies, where 
the festival in its third session was a major turning point in the cultivation of date 
palms and the manufacture, production and export of Sudanese dates.

The number of pavilions allocated to date palm farmers reached about 100, 
in addition to 30 pavilions for crafts and heritage industries whose production 
depends on the remnants of the date palm tree. This festival was organized 
by Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources and the 
Sudanese Date Palm Society, and is considered as one of the series of Arab 
date palm festivals organized by the General Secretariat of the Award in the 
Arab Republic of Egypt for four consecutive years, the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan for two consecutive years, and the Republic of Sudan for three years. 
The Mauritanian Islamic Republic 2020 date festival will be supported and guided 
by His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime 
Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs, and the follow-up of His Highness Sheikh 
Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance, Chairman of the Award’s 
Board of Trustees.

During the 3rd Sudan International Dates Festival 2019

150 Exhibitors representing 6 countries and 6 
International Investors 
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The agricultural center in Khartoum, capital of Sudan celebrated the honoring 
of the winners of the competitions accompanying the 3rd Sudan International 
Dates Festival 2019 during the opening ceremony at the Friendship Hall on 
26 November 2019, a Sudanese date competition and the palm competition in 
Sudan’s colloquial poetry, where the results are as follows:

Winners of the Sudanese Dates Competition for 
its Third Session 2019:
- The category of the best person or entity that served the date palm sector 

in Sudan won by Prof. Dr. Taj Al-Ser Ibrahim Mohammed Idris and Prof. 
Dr. Mariam Benaouf Al-Hassan

- The category of best farmer producer of the class of Barkawi won by Mr.  
Mohammed Saleh Ibrahim 

- The category of best farmer producer of the variety of qandila won by Mr. 
Zubair Khalil Ahmed

- The category of best farmer producer for the class of Wood Khatib, and 
D-Lukai won by Mr. Mahmoud Ardeep Al Haj

- The category of best producer farmer for the category of the unknown won 
by Mr. Mubarak Abbas 

During the opening ceremony of the Sudan International 
Dates Festival on its Third Session

Khalifa Award with The Minister of Agriculture 
Honors the Winners of the Sudanese Dates 

Competition 2019
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 Ali
- The category of best heritage industry of palm waste won by Mr. 

Mohammed Al-Rayh 
 Mohammed Khalafallah
- The Best Packaging category for Sudanese dates won by Mr. Omar Azhari 

Ahmed  
- The Best Food Product category of Sudanese dates won by Fatima 

Osman Ali
- The Category of best model farm for Sudanese dates won by Mr. Hafiz 

Abbas Ali Mustafa
 The prize of the winners of each category of the Sudanese date 

competition is 60,000 Sudanese pounds with a certificate of appreciation 
and a commemorative trophy.w 

Winners of the Date Palm by the Poetry 
Competition in Sudan for its third session 2019
- First place won by the poet Mutassim Mohammed Saleh Al-Hassan 

Dasuki with a prize of 30,000 Sudanese pounds 
- The second place was won by the poet Mohammed Ahmed Naqedallah 

Al Omar with a prize of 20,000 Sudanese pounds
- The third place was won by the poet Khaled Hashem Ali Omar with a prize 

of 15,000 Sudanese pounds 
The total prize of the winners of the Palm Poetry Competition in Sudan is 65,000 
Sudanese pounds with a certificate of appreciation and a commemorative trophy.
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As per the invitation of H.E. Hamad Mohammed Al 
Junaibi, The UAE Ambassador in Khartoum,

The Award participated in the Annual Media 
Meeting held by the UAE Embassy in Khartoumm

The General Secretariat of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation participated in the Annual Media Meeting held by the 
UAE Embassy on the 25th of November, 2019 at the residence of H.E. the UAE 
Ambassador in Khartoum, and in the presence of H.E. Dr. Omar Manis, Minister 
of Cabinet Affairs in the Republic of Sudan , H.E. Hamad Muhammad Al Junaibi, 
UAE ambassador in Sudan and Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General 
of the Award, as well as a number of Excellencies and Representatives of the 
Diplomatic Corps in Khartoum and media representatives in Sudan.
The forum addressed the importance of Dubai EXPO 2020 and the Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation.
The Cabinet Affairs Minister, Dr. Omar Manis emphasized that Sudan’s 
participation in the UAE Expo 2020 is a form of diversification in strengthening the 
bilateral relations between The Republic of Sudan and the United Arab Emirates, 
and assuring that the relation is witnessing a rapid expansion in new and vital 
sectors.
H.E. Excellency Hamad Mohammed Al Junaibi, the UAE Ambassador in 
Khartoum, also highlighted that the Emirati leadership has charted the path of 
international human success and excellence in various fields. Within its efforts in 
achieving international leadership, the UAE is ready to be the first Arab country 
to host EXPO, which will have participants from 190 countries, over six months, 
as well as presidential level summits. Al-Junaibi also stressed on the strong 
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diplomatic, cultural and social relations that link the United Arab Emirates and 
The Republic of Sudan.
The Secretary General of the Khalifa Award, Dr. Abdelouhhab Zaid, emphasized 
that the establishment of the award came within the UAE strategy and approach 
in developing and supporting the date palm sector and date production in the 
Arab countries in general, and the Republic of Sudan in particular.  

Organizing the Third International Festival of Sudanese Dates comes as a 
generous initiative by His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
UAE Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs, and the follow-up 
and interest of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of 
Tolerance, President of the Award’s Board of Trustees. The festival is also under 
the supervision of the Award’s Secretariat General and in cooperation with the 
strategic partners, where the main goal is to develop the date palm sector and 
support the growth of date palm cultivation in Sudan.
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On the activities sidelines of the Third Sudan 
International Date Palm Festival 2019

A scientific symposium to discuss the production 
and processing of Sudanese dates

The scientific symposium accompanying the Third Sudan International Date 
Palm Festival, organized by the General Secretariat of the Khalifa International 

Award, that was launched in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, the Sudanese Date Palm Friends Society and sponsored by 

Dr. Abdullah Hamdouk, Prime Minister.
The symposium held between the 27th and the 28th of November 2019, 
presented the most important researches and studies related to the challenges 
in the field of date palm cultivation and date production, and with the participation 
of Sudanese and international experts and academic researchers, 17 research 
papers, held in two scientific sessions.

The symposium was headed by Dr. Helal Humaid Saeed Al-Kaabi, member of the 
Award’s Board of Trustees, emphasized the importance of the scientific research 
in developing the palm sector and the production of dates, he also praised the 
scientific efforts made by all the authorities concerned to develop the date palm 
sector in the Republic of Sudan in cooperation with the General Secretariat of 
the award and relevant international organizations, and highlighting the efforts 
of the General Secretariat of the Award over the past 12 years in supporting and 
developing the date palm sector at the national and international levels.

The scientific papers presented at the scientific symposium accompanying the 
festival covered a number of topics, including date palm pests and diseases, 
agricultural practices, quality of dates and maximizing the added value of the 
dates, in addition to the future vision of the date palm cultivation and production 
of dates in the Republic of Sudan, and tools of agricultural innovation.
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Issued by the Award’s General Secretariat on the 
occasion of the Third Sudan International Date Palm 

Festival 2019
Book Entitled “Date Palm cultivation and 

production of dates in the Republic of Sudan “

The General Secretariat of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation published a new book entitled “Date Palm cultivation and 
production of dates in the Republic of Sudan” presented to him by His Excellency 
Eng. Issa Othman Al Sharif, Minister of Agriculture and Natural Resources in the 
Republic of Sudan, by saying that the Republic of Sudan has obtained the eighth 
ranking globally in the cultivation and production of dates crop, and date palm 
cultivation in Sudan is concentrated in three main states:
The Northern state, the Nile River and the state of Khartoum, where there are 
about 80% of the total palm trees in Sudan, and the rest are found in the states of 
North Darfur, Gezira, Kassala, and the Red Sea. It is estimated that the number of 
palm trees in the northern state is about half the number of palm trees in Sudan, 
producing 63% of the total production of Sudanese dates, at 60 kg per tree.
Dr. Abdelouhhab Zaid,  the Award’s Secretary-General, emphasized that the 
award’s General Secretariat aims to praise the distinguished efforts being made 
to develop the agricultural sector for sustainable development, establishing 
national, regional and international cooperation between the relevant authorities, 
and spreading date palm culture and agricultural innovation between Various 
target groups according to a method of work at the highest professional standards, 
and creating a positive environment that stimulates creativity and innovation in 
the agricultural sector.



Kingdom of Morocco
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In the presence of Minister Plenipotentiary Saeed 
Mahir Bakhit Al-Ketbi at the UAE Embassy in Rabat

Extensive Emirati participation in the 
International Dates Forum in Erfoud, 

Morocco 2019
The Emirates Pavilion includes 10 entities 

representing the major date palm establishments in 
the Emirates

Under the patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI, His Excellency Aziz 
Akhenouch, Minister of Agriculture, Maritime Fishing, Rural , Water and Forests 
development, opened the 10th Session of the  Morocco International Date Palm 
Festival, which was hosted by the city of Erfoud, in the south of the Kingdom 
of Morocco, between 24th till 27th of October.  International Dates Forum In 
Morocco was organized, under the slogan “Date Palm is an employment leverage 
and a pillar of the oases economy” in the presence of His Excellency Saeed 
Mahir Bakhit Mohamed Al Ketbi, Minister Plenipotentiary of the UAE Embassy 
in Rabat - Kingdom of Morocco, Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of 
the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, Head 

2020 - 2019 - 2018
كتاب الفائزين

2020 - 2019 - 2018
كتاب الفائزين

۲۳

2018

۲۳

2018

معالي الشيخ

نهيان مبارك آل نهيان
وزير التسامح

رئيس مجلس أمناء جائزة خليفة الدولية
لنخيل التمر واالبتكار الزراعي
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of the UAE delegation commissioned by His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak 
Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and President of the Board of Trustees of 
the Award, with the participation of 220 exhibitors from 15 countries Various, 
among them are Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Jordan, and 
other Arab countries that came to Erfoud in order to display their products, and 
contribute to how to improve the production of dates from their experiences.
The Emirati participation in the forum under the supervision of the General 
Secretariat of the Khalifa International Award was a milestone in quantity and 
quality with the largest number among the international delegations participating 
in the forum and that reached 10 entities representing the public sector, the private 
sector and civilians working in date palm cultivation and date production in the 
United Arab Emirates. The UAE participants included Al-Foah Dates Company, 
Al-Dahra Agricultural Company, International Center for Bio saline Agriculture, 
Liwa Dates Factory, Zaad Food Industries, UAE Date Palm Friends Society, the 
Second Jordan International Date Palm Festival, the Third Sudan International 
Date Palm Festival, the Fifth Egypt International Date Palm Festival, in addition to 
the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the award and head of the 
delegation, stressed that the United Arab Emirates attributed great importance 
to the development of the date palm sector at the Arab region and is keen to 
share Emirati knowledge and experience in date palm cultivation and production 
of dates in response to the vision of the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh 
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Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan The President of the UAE “May God protect him” 
and the directives of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and UAE Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces, and continuous support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs, and the 
close follow-up of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister 
of Tolerance and President of the Award’s Board of Trustees.
The participating delegations from the UAE have indicated the economic 
importance represented by the International Dates Forum in Erfoud, as an annual 
date for the valuation of palm trees and the marketing of its products nationally 
and internationally. It is a good occasion and an open space that provides an 
opportunity to exchange experiences and commercial deals between participating 
entities from different countries of the world.
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UAE wins the Best International Pavilion at the  
International Dates Forum in Morocco 2019

Nahayan Mabarak: We give this victory to Sheikh Mansour 
bin Zayed, the first enthusiast of date palm cultivation

His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance and 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, has presented the UAE Pavilion first place at the 
International Date Forum in Erfoud, Kingdom of Morocco, 2019, to His Highness 
Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Presidential Affairs, the main supporter of the cultivation of date palm and the 
production of dates on the national and international levels.
The forum, organized by the International Dates Forum in Morocco, was held 
under the umbrella of the National Agency for the Development of the Oasis 
and the Argan Tree during the period of 24-27 October 2019 and received the 
patronage of His Majesty King Mohammed VI of Morocco.
The Secretary General added that this award was a result of the great efforts 
exerted by the UAE. Thanks to its wise leadership in the development of the 
date palm sector at the national and international levels, with the support of His 
Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister Presidential Affairs, the first supporter of date palm cultivation, and 
continuous follow-up of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of 
Tolerance and Chairman of the Award’s Board of Trustees.



United Arab Emirates
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The 5th Abu Dhabi International Date Palm Exhibition was launched on Monday, 
December 09, 2019, under the generous patronage of His Highness Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Presidential Affairs, organized by the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Company 
(ADNEC) in collaboration with Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation, in the presence of Her Excellency Mariam Bint Mohammed 
Al Mehairi, Minister of State for Food Security, His Excellency Dr. Thani Al-Zayoudi, 
Minister of Climate Change and Environment and His Excellency the Minister of 
Rural Development of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, and His Excellency Dr. 
Ibrahim Adam Ahmed Al Dukheri, Director General of the Arab Organization for 
Agricultural Development, amid a large official and Arab presence simultaneously 
with the 10th edition of SIAL Middle East 2019, from 9 to 11 December 2019 at 
the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre.

His Highness inspected the exhibition pavilions with Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, 
Secretary General of the Award, expressing his appreciation for the high level 

Sponsored by Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the world’s 
first supporter of palm cultivation and date production

Abu Dhabi International Date Palm Exhibition 2019 
kicks off with 87 exhibitors from 12 countries

Organized by ADNEC in collaboration with Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
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achieved by UAE and 
Arab dates of quality in 
products and reputation 
altogether at the Arab 
and international levels, 
thanks to the efforts of 
Khalifa International 
Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation 
under the guidance and 
continuous support of 
His Highness Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, UAE Deputy 
Prime Minister, Minister 
of Presidential Affairs, First Supporter of date palm cultivation and date production 
in the world, and follow-up of H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister 
of Tolerance and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Award, in organizing 
festivals Arab dates in the Arab Republic of Egypt for four consecutive years, the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for two consecutive years, and the Republic of 
Sudan for three consecutive years,  and in 2020 in the Republic of Mauritania.

The Award’s Secretary General also presented His Highness with a detailed 
explanation of the success of the award in developing the infrastructure of 
the palm growing and date production sector in thirteen years at the national, 
regional and international levels. He added that the Abu Dhabi International Date 
Palm Exhibition is the most prominent exhibition of its kind in the world and is 
concerned with the cooperation of companies in the field of date palm fruits, and 
represents the largest international platform that allows exhibitors to showcase 
their products and enhance their presence in the global market. The exhibition 
attracted more than 87 exhibitors specializing in palm cultivation and date 
production representing 12 countries (The United Arab Emirates, Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Republic of Sudan, Arab Republic 
of Egypt, Kingdom of Morocco, Republic of Tunisia and Sultanate of Oman, 
Republic of India, Republic of Mauritania, State of Palestine and the State of 
Libya) confirmed the success of this important trading platform in establishing 
the capital Abu Dhabi as a key player in the date sector in the Middle East and 
the world.
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H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan visits the Abu 
Dhabi International Date Palm Exhibition 2019

The award reinforces the UAE’s position 
in five Arab capitals

H.H. Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan: What the award 
achieved in developing the date palm sector at the Arab 

regional level is a great achievement and we are proud of it

His Highness Sheikh Nahayan Mabarak Al Nahayan, Minister of Tolerance, 
President of the Board of Trustees of the Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, visited the Abu Dhabi International Date Palm 
Exhibition in its fifth session in the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre, and 
visited the pavilions of the participating countries and praised the award’s efforts 
in hosting and attracting 78 exhibitors representing 12 countries around the 
world, and stressed What the award achieved during thirteen years in developing 
the infrastructure of the palm cultivation sector and the production of dates at the 
Arab level was a great achievement for the United Arab Emirates, and we are 
proud of it.

His Highness also added that the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation was established with the aim of advancement of this 
sector at the national, Arab and international scale, in response to the vision of 
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, “God Protect Him” - President 
of the UAE and the directives of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
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Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, and continuous support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs..

He added in a press statement, on the sidelines of his visit to the Abu Dhabi 
International Date Palm Exhibition, which was opened by His Highness Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential 
Affairs on Monday, 09 December 2019 in the same period of the SIAL Middle East 
exhibition opening, after the great success achieved by the Khalifa  International 
Award in organizing a number of date festivals in a number of Arab countries 
(the Arab Republic of Egypt, the Republic of Sudan, the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and the Kingdom of Morocco) and supervising the organization of the Abu 
Dhabi International Date Palm Exhibition in the capital of Abu Dhabi.

Its business for the year 2019 will conclude with the strategic partnership in 
organizing the largest Arab assembly of dates at the “Food Africa”   exhibition in 
the Egyptian capital Cairo from 09-11 December 2019.

Stressing that the award contributed to strengthening the leadership position of the 
United Arab Emirates and its international position by supporting and developing 
the date palm sector and the production of dates within five Arab capitals and 
that the Abu Dhabi International Date Palm Exhibition  is the most prominent 
exhibition of its kind on the global level in the cooperation of companies in the 
field of date palm cultivation and date production, and it represents the largest 
distinct international platform that gives exhibitors the opportunity to display their 
products and improve their presence in the global market by providing support 
and facilities to the largest farmers, producers and importers of dates. The 
exhibition is also an ideal opportunity of communication between suppliers and 
providers of dates from all over the world, in the United Arab Emirates.
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The General Secretariat of Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation signed a memorandum of understanding with Hail 
Agricultural Development Company in the UAE to carry out the first study of its 
kind on the national strategy for the development of date palm cultivation and 
date production in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, which came on the second 
day of the  Abu Dhabi International Date Palm Exhibition 2019, where the signing 
ceremony took place within the award pavilion at the exhibition in the presence of 
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of  Khalifa International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation, and Dr. Abdul Karim Mohammed Al Ameri, CEO 
of Hail Agricultural  Development Company. The signing of the memorandum was 
done alongside of the award’s participation at the Abu Dhabi International Date 
Palm Exhibition, which was inaugurated by His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, on 
Monday, December 9, 2019, in conjunction with the opening of the SIAL Middle 
East Exhibition.

Under the guidance of His Highness Sheikh Nahayan 
Mabarak Al Nahayan

Khalifa Award signs a memorandum of 
understanding for the development of the date 

palm sector in Jordan
National strategic feasibility study to develop date palm 

cultivation and date production in the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan.



On the margin of the Abu Dhabi International Dates 
Exhibition 2019

Dates Village, Liwa Dates Auctions, 
B2B Bilateral Meetings

The village of dates, and the dates auction
The Abu Dhabi International Date Palm Exhibition 2019 also included a number 
of events, including (the dates auction and the dates village), which is organized 
by the Khalifa International Award and in cooperation with the Liwa Dates Factory 
for the second time during the exhibition, which is an opportunity to farmers and 
producers of dates within the United Arab Emirates to compete on offering the 
best quality Emirati dates within the village of dates, and also an opportunity to 
the public and visitors of the exhibition to buy the highest quality Emirati dates 
through the “dates auction” managed by “Liwa Dates Factory” with his extensive 
experience in organizing dates auctions, under the supervision of the Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation.

Business to Business meetings (B2B)
The major buyers hosting program also provided a space for holding business 
meetings (B2B) between the largest buyers of dates in the world and an elite 
of exhibitors, which enhances the contractual terms in agreements with other 
countries through quick working sessions, and will also provide exhibitors with an 
opportunity to meet and discuss their needs.
On the other hand, the Abu Dhabi International Dates Exhibition highlights the 
importance of dates in economic terms, and reflects its prestigious position as 
an essential part of the culture and heritage of the UAE. The event will display 
date factories, machines, equipment and packaging options, will point out the 
manufacturers and exporters, and will provide an opportunity for visitors to try the 
unique flavor of several types of dates and see hundreds of varieties under the 
same roof.
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Arabic Republic of Egyptian
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In Cooperation with Khalifa International Award for 
Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation

“AL Wadi Al-Gadeed” Governor is 
witnessing the delivery and start of trial run 

of the “AL Wadi Al-Gadeed” Complex
On September 8, 2019, the 
General Secretariat of the Khalifa 
International Award for Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation 
formally delivered the “AL Wadi 
Al-Gadeed” Dates Complex, 
which it rehabilitated and operated 
again using the latest equipment, 
production lines and industrial 
technologies according to the best 
international specifications, to the 
“AL Wadi Al-Gadeed” Governorate 
in the Arab Republic of Egypt 
to start the trail operation of the 
complex, where the project comes 
as a result of fruitful cooperation 
between the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry and the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural 
Innovation.
Major Mohammed Zamalout, “AL Wadi Al-Gadeed” Governor, attended the 
handover events, with Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, Eng. Hanan Al-
Hadari, Director of Industry and Technology Innovation Council, Dr. Amjad Al-
Qadi, Executive Director of the Center for Food Industries, representatives of 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry, as well as a number of representatives of the 
relevant authorities.
Major General Mohamed Zamalout, Governor of the “AL Wadi Al-Gadeed”, 
confirmed that the government’s “AL Wadi Al-Gadeed” Dates Complex, affiliated 
to the Governorate, is considered one of the oldest date factories in Egypt, where 
it was established in 1990 with the aim of maximizing the added value of the 
Governorate dates, providing job opportunities for the people of the Governorate, 
improving farmers income and protecting them from price fluctuations in the 
market, indicating that the process of rehabilitation and development of the factory, 



 106

Ye
ar

 B
oo

k 
20

20
 

which is carried out 
under the supervision of 
the General Secretariat 
of the Khalifa 
International Award, 
which aims to support 
the infrastructure and 
keep up with the rise in 
date palm cultivation, 
date production, 
manufacturing and 
increase in its exports.
Major Zamalout said 
that the development 
of the “AL Wadi 
Al-Gadeed” Complex with its production capacity (5000 tons per year) will 
also contribute to increasing the manufacturing capacity of the complex to 
accommodate the surplus of the province’s production of dates and work to 
maximize added value, create jobs and improve income.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary-General of the Khalifa International Award, 
said that the opening of this large industrial organization comes in the form of 
brotherly and historical ties between the two countries, and as a continuous 
UAE support for the date palm sector and the production and manufacturing of 
dates in the Arab Republic of Egypt. He added that this project comes in the 
form of a number of generous initiatives by His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, 
by organizing the Egypt International Date Palm Festival since 2015. The last 
four sessions were held under the patronage of President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi 
and under the supervision of the Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation and in cooperation with the Egyptian Ministry of Trade 
and Industry which was completed with success and reflected on achieving 
an increase in Egyptian dates exports and the rehabilitation and development 
of the government dates factory in Siwa, in the Governorate of Matrouh, which 
was launched 2017 and the rehabilitation and development of the “AL Wadi Al-
Gadeed” Complex 2019, which reflects the strength of relations between the 
two countries and enhances the bonds of fruitful and constructive cooperation 
between Egypt and the United Arab Emirates.
After the procedures for handing over the complex between the Award’s General 
Secretariat and the “AL Wadi Al-Gadeed” Governorate, a contract was signed 
between the Governorate and the Al Foah Company in the United Arab Emirates 
to manage and operate the factory’s business.
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It was implemented by the “Award” under the guidance 
and support of His Highness Sheikh

 Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Delivery of the refrigerated date storage 
areas in “ Al Wahat AlBahareya”

With a total capacity of 4000 tons of dates frozen storage 
areas, and with a total cost of 16 million Egyptian Pounds

The General Secretariat of the Khalifa International Award handed over the 
refrigerated storage areas located in “Al Wahat AlBahareya” in the Governorate 
of Giza, by an official receiving report, signed on the 12th of September, 2019 
in the presence of His Excellency Major General Ahmed Rashid Mustafa Atifi, 
Governor of Giza, and Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Khalifa 
International Award for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation, and His Excellency 
Dr. Amjad Al-Qadi, representative of the Ministry of Trade and Industry.The 
Refrigerated dates storage (1-4 ° C) are considered the first of their kind in the 
Arab Republic of Egypt with a total capacity of 4000 tons of dates, of which 500 
tons are frozen storage areas(- 18 ° C), and with a total cost of about 16 million 
Egyptian pounds.

His Excellency Major General, the Governor of Giza emphasized the importance 
of the establishment of the refrigerated date storage areas, as it is one of the 
main problems that was faced in “Al Wahat AlBahareya” as they suffered from 
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shortage of refrigerated dates storage areas to store the surplus of the province’s 
production of dates after the harvest, despite being one of the largest producing 
areas of the “Al Siwi” / “Al Saedi” variety, whose number of trees exceed 1.7 One 
million date palm tree that produce up to 60 thousand tons of dates annually. 
Praising the support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs of the United Arab 
Emirates, for developing the infrastructure of the date palm sector and the 
production and manufacture of dates in the Arab Republic of Egypt.

Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, the Award’s Secretary General, also emphasized that 
the handing over of this large industrial edifice comes within the brotherly and 
historical ties between the Emirati and Egyptian governments and people, and in 
completion of the continuous Emirati support to the date palm sector, production 
and manufacture of the date palm in the Arab Republic of Egypt. This is also 
reflected through the generous initiatives by His Highness Sheikh Mansour 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs, 
whether by organizing the Annual Festival of Egyptian dates since 2015, or in 
the rehabilitation and development of the government dates factory in Siwa - 
Matrouh Governorate, that was launched in 2017 and also in the feasibility studies 
conducted to maximize the added value of the Egyptian dates, and in addition to 
the rehabilitation and development of “AlWadi Al Gadeed “ Dates Complex 2019
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The award is a strategic partner in organizing the “Africa 
Dates” exhibition accompanying the

 “Food Africa”   exhibition 2019

Pavilion of  Arabian Dates is the largest 
platform for exchanging 

date palm related experiences
The Khalifa International Award for Date Palm and 
Agricultural Innovation embraces the largest wing 

displaying dates from 6 Arab countries
The Khalifa International 
Award aims withi n 
its strategic go a ls, to 
develop the date  palm 
cultivation sect o r and 
date production a t the 
national and international 
levels by launch i ng and 
sponsoring a num b er of 
programs and pro j ects 
that will develo p  the 
sector’s infrast r ucture 
and encourage fa r mers, 
researchers and 
those interested in the 
agricultural sector and 

date palm and motivate them to creativity, innovation, excellence and encourage 
the spirit of competition to ameliorate this sector.

This was confirmed by Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Khalifa 
International Award in a press statement following the participation of the award’s 
General Secretariat for the third time in the “Food Africa”   exhibition 2019 as a 
strategic partner in organizing the exhibition “Africa Dates”  accompanying the 
exhibition “Food Africa”   where it sponsored the largest pavilion booth dedicated 
to dates at the exhibition, which includes 8 participants from the largest farmers 
and dates producers representing 6 Arab countries (the Hashemite Kingdom of 
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Jordan, the Republic of Sudan, the Republic of Algeria, The Republic of Tunisia, 
the Arab Republic of Egypt, and the United Arab Emirates), and this is what the 
award has been doing since its establishment to support, develop and create 
the supporting environment for the development of the date palm sector and the 
production and manufacturing of dates. Until it became the largest international 
platform for exchanging experiences and knowledge between those who 
are working in palm cultivation and producing and manufacturing dates in the 
government sector, private sector companies, international organizations and 
civil society organizations.

The Secretary-General of the award added that the dates industry at the Arab 
level started to rise during the last five years in particular, after the series of 
Arab dates festivals were launched in each of the Kingdom of Morocco, the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, the Republic of Sudan, and the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan. Under the guidance and support of His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Presidential Affairs, 
these festivals contributed to the rise in the reputation of Arab dates in the global 
dates markets and increased the percentage of the Arab dates exporting to the 
global markets, which encourage many businessmen and investors to establish 
new factories to meet the growing demand for Arab dates.
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The Secretary General of the award in an interview with 
the Egyptian newspaper “Al-Alam Al-Youm”

The award is a strategic partner of the 2019 
Food Africa Exhibition

The Egyptian newspaper, “Al-Alam Al-Youm”, held an extended interview with 
Dr. Abdelouahhab Zaid, Secretary General of the Khalifa International Award, 
and discussed the importance of the awards participation in the “Food Africa”   
exhibition that is accompanying the “African Dates” exhibition during the 
period from the 9th to the 11th of November 2019 as a strategic partner. The 
participation of the award formed a milestone in supporting the Arabic dates in 
the exhibition by sponsoring the largest pavilion specialized in the Arabic dates, 
and which included 8 participants from the date palm farmers and producers 
who represented 6 Arabic countries (The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, The 
Republic of Sudan, The Republic of Algeria, The Republic of Tunisia, The Arab 
Republic of Egypt, and the United Arab Emirates). Since its establishment the 
award always preserved in supporting, developing and creating the suitable 
environment that will help the development of the date palm sector, production 
and manufacturing of dates. Until it became the largest international platform 
for exchanging experiences and transferring knowledge between the authorities 
working in date palm cultivation, production and manufacturing of dates in both 
the government and private sectors as well as the civil society organizations.

صفحة اسبوعية متخصصة
MONDAY 9/ 12 / 20196الغذاء

كتبت : منى البديوى 

استطاعت خــال السنوات االخــيــرة الماضية 
ــدرك الكثيرين أهميتها  ان تتصدر المشهد  وي
االقتصادية وثقلها حتى ان البعض ذهب لوصفها 
بانها بــتــرول الــدول العربية الــقــادم اذا مــا تم 
االهتمام بإنتاجها وصادراتها ومواجهة التحديات 
ــاءزة خليفة الدولية  الــتــى تجابها ، ولــعــل جـ
لنخيل التمر واالبتكار الزراعى كانت احد اهم 
الموءسسات التى حملت على عاتقها الدفع بدفة 
تلك الصناعة الهامة وهى التمور بتنظيمها للعديد 
من المهرجانات والتى بدأتها بمهرجان التمور 
المصرى فى مدينة سيوة منذ أربعة أعــوام ثم 
تبعها مهرجانات مثيلة فى االْردن والسودان ..ولهذا 

حرصنا على الــتــحــاور مع 
أمين عام الجاءزة الدكتور 
عبد الوهاب زايد لنقف على 
روءيته فى  اهم التحديات 
التى تواجه تلك الصناعة 
المهمة والمطلوب للنهوض 
بها وخــاصــة مــع مشاركة 
الجاءزة برعاية اكبر جناح 
ــم تخصيصه بــمــعــرض »  ت
ــه  ــدورت ــوود افــريــكــا » ب فـ
الــســادســة للتمور تشارك 
بــه 6 دول عربية بجانب 

اهم المحافظات المنتجة للنخيل والتمر فى مصر 
الوادي الجديد ومطروح وأسوان وشرق العوينات 

والجيزة .
 من وجهة نظرك  ما هى أهم التحديات التي 
تواجه صناعة وتصدير التمور عربياً بوجه عام وفي 

مصر تحديداً؟
تعد جودة المنتج أحد أهم العوامل المؤثرة على 
التسويق بشكل عام والتصدير بشكل خاص، فالجودة 
في أبسط معانيها هي تلبية متطلبات العماء، 
والتسويق هو الشق الذي يعمل على تلبية احتياجات 
السوق الُمستهدف، ويعد تطوير جودة التمور العربية 

التي تبدأ من المزرعة هو األساس للتسويق الفعال 
وهي من أهم معوقات صناعة وتصدير التمور العربية، 
إلى جانب عدد آخر من المعوقات الفنية التى تتمثل 
فى اوال : قلة عدد األصناف االقتصادية ذات القيمة 
التصديرية المرتفعة، وقلة أعداد النخيل لهذه األصناف 
، و  انخفاض جودة الثمار الناتجة نتيجة عدم إلمام 
المزارعين والمنتجين بالقطاع الزراعي بالعمليات 
الفنية والمعامات الزراعية المناسبة )الري، التسميد، 
التلقيح، التقليم، التقويس، الخف، التكييس، الحصاد، 
الفرز، التخزين( التي من شأنها تعظيم جودة التمور 
وبالتالي تحقيق مردود اقتصادي مرتفع، أو نتيجة عدم 

االلتزام بتطبيق تلك الممارسات.
وتتضمن المعوقات أيضا   انخفاض عدد مزارع 
النخيل الحاصلة على شهادة الممارسات الزراعية 
الجيدة )جلوبال جاب( وتتبع المنتج من المزرعة 
إلى المستهلك، والتحقق من 
االستخدام اآلمــن للمبيدات 
واألســمــدة، والتي من شأنها 
الحد من المخاطر المتعلقة 
بسامة الغذاء والتحقق من 
إنتاج محصول آمن وصحي، 
وهــذا النظام مطلوب من 
قبل كبار مستوردي التمور 
بالعالم و نقص االهتمام 
بمعامات ما بعد الحصاد من 
أعمال فرز وتدريج وتجفيف 
وتخزين والتخلص من اإلصابات الحشرية وتنظيف 
وتعبئة وتغليف وتعظيم القيمة المضافة، وعدم  
كفاية المخازن المبردة والمجمدة، ونقص الوعي 
باألسلوب السليم لتخزين التمور وحمايتها من 
اإلصابات الحشرية و عدم تنظيم حلقة الربط بين 
المزارعين والمصنعين و   ارتفاع الفاقد في بعض 
أصناف التمور خاصًة التمور الرطبة و   اقتصار 
عدد كبير من المصانع على تعبئة التمور دون 
العمل على تطوير المنتجات وتصنيع منتجات 
أخــرى من التمور   وافتقار عــدد من المصانع 
وبيوت التعبئة إلــى البنية التحتية المناسبة 

ومتطلبات تحقيق اشتراطات سامة الغذاء و   عدم 
حصول عــدد من المصانع وبيوت التعبئة على 
شهادات الجودة العالمية كأحد متطلبات التصدير. 

ما هو المطلوب  لالرتقاء بإسهاماتها في الدفع 
باالقتصاد العربي؟

صناعة التمور على المستوى العربي أخذت 
بالنهوض خال السنوات الخمس األخيرة على وجه 
الخصوص بعدما انطلقت قافلة مهرجانات التمور 
العربية في كل من المملكة المغربية وجمهورية 
مصر العربية وجمهورية الــســودان، والمملكة 
األردنية الهاشمية ، فقد ساهمت المهرجانات 
بارتفاع سمعة التمور العربية في أسواق التمور 
العالمية وزادت نسبة التمور العربية المصدرة 
لألسواق العالمية، ما دفع عديد من رجال االعمال 
والمستثمرين الى بناء مصانع جديدة لتلبية نمو 
الطلب المتزايد على التمور العربية. وهذا بدوره 
ساهم في تعزيز االقتصاد الوطني للدول المنتجة 
والمصنعة للتمور، وقد ظهر ذلك جلياً في ارتفاع 
صــادرات تلك الــدول من التمور وانخفاض كمية 

التمور المستوردة قياساً مع السنوات السابقة. 
طالما تحدثت عن المهرجانات التى تنظمها 
الــجــاءزة .. فكيف تــرى مهرجان التمور المصري 
الذي نظمته جائزة خليفة في مدينة سيوة خالل 
أربع سنوات ماضية في النهوض بالتمور، وماذا عن 
المهرجانات المثيلة التي نجحت الجائزة في تنظيمها 

بالمملكة األردنية الهاشمية وجمهورية السودان؟
ــادرة الــجــائــزة فــي تنظيم مهرجان  تــأتــي مــب
التمور المصرية بسيوة 2015 و 2016 و2017 
و 2018   بتوجيهات الشيخ منصور بن زايد آل 
نهيان نائب رئيس مجلس الــوزراء وزيــر شؤون 
الرئاسة بدولة االمارات العربية المتحدة، ومتابعة 
الشيخ نهيان مبارك آل نهيان وزير التسامح رئيس 
مجلس أمناء الجائزة وبالتعاون مع وزارة التجارة 
والصناعة المصرية ووزارة الــزراعــة واستصاح 
األراضيالمصرية، ومنظمة األمم المتحدة للتنمية 
الصناعية )UNIDO( ومنظمة األغذية والزراعية 
لألمم المتحدة )FAO( والشبكة الدولية لنخيل 

التمر )DPGN( والمنظمة العربية للتنمية الزراعية 
)AOAD( والمركز الــدولــي للزراعة الملحية 
)ICBA( ومحافظة مطروح وجمعية تمور مصر 
)EDA( وجمعية سيوة لتنمية المجتمع وحماية 
البيئة )SCDEPA( وجمعية أبناء سيوة أبناء سيوة 
للخدمات السياحية والحفاظ على البيئة، وجمعية 

أصدقاء النخلة باإلمارات. 
وبناء عليه فقد ارتفعت قيمة التمور المصرية، 
في حين زادت صــادرات التمور المصرية الى 
مختلف دول العالم بحسب بيانات وزارة التجارة 
والصناعة المصرية، حيث بلغت الكمية التي تم 
تصديرها بالربع األول من عام 2017 إلى 17.3 
ألف طن، مقارنة بالربع األول من عام 2016 كانت 
13.1 ألف طن بزيادة 32 %، وهي أعلى كمية تم 
تصديرها من مصر خال نفس الفترة من السنوات 
السابقة. وهذا مؤشر حقيقي لقياس نمو الصادرات 
للتمور المصرية التي أضحت ذات قيمة تنافسية 
على المستوى الدولي، كما نجد إجمالي قيمة 
صــادرات التمور المصرية للفترة من يناير إلى 
مارس 2017 بلغ 14.2 مليون دوالر بنسبة زيادة 
في القيمة قدرها %10 عن نفس الفترة من عام 
2016 حيث وصلت التمور المصرية إلى كل من 

أسواق اندونيسيا وماليزيا والمغرب وتاياند. 
 والجائزة  قد نظمت المهرجان األول للتمور 
المصرية  خال الفترة من 8 – 10 أكتوبر 2015 
شارك فيه أكثر من 120 عارض يمثلون 4دول    ، 
وخال المهرجان الثاني الذى تم تنظيمه من 27  
الى 29 اكتوبر 2016 شــارك فيه أكثر من 150 
عارض يمثلون 5  ، وفى المهرجان الثالث  2017 
شارك أكثر من 170 عارض يمثلون 6 دول، مشيرا 
الى ان   الجائزة  عندما أطلقت مسابقة التمور 
المصرية  فى سيوة شــارك فيها أكثر من 2000 

مزارع نخيل على مستوى الجمهورية.
 وقد قامت  الجائزة  بتأهيل وتطوير مصنع 
تمور سيوة الحكومي وجرى تسليمه رسمياً في 
شهر مارس 2017 حيث يعمل المصنع وفق خطة 
إنتاجية طموحة تصل إلى 10000 طن سنوياً من 

التمور صنف السيوى ، و تأهيل وتحديث مجمع 
تمور الــوادي الجديد الحكومي بمحافظة الوادي 
الجديد ،   وإنشاء مخازن مبردة للتمور بالواحات 
البحرية بمحافظة الجيزة ، ووظفت األمانة العامة 
للجائزة عاقاتها الدولية في استقدام خبراء دوليين 
لتقديم الدعم الفني ونقل التكنولوجيا على مدار 
سلسلة القيمة المضافة لقطاع التمور بمصر. 
وعملت على إعــداد ودعم االستراتيجية القومية 
لزراعة النخيل وإنتاج التمور المصرية بالتعاون 
مع منظمة األغذية والزراعة )الفاو( والمؤسسات 

الوطنية األخرى.
هل هناك مهرجانات جديدة او مبادرات سيتم 

اعالنها ألول مرة قريباً؟
نعم سوف يكون لدينا في العام القادم 2020 
مهرجان دولي جديد للتمور الموريتانية، يضاف 

الـــى سلسلة مــهــرجــانــات 
التمور العربية التي تنظمها 
جائزة خليفة الدولية لنخيل 
التمر واالبتكار الزراعي كما 
سوف يكون لدينا مشاريع 
ومــبــادرات جــديــدة سوف 
نعلن عنها في أقــرب وقت 
فــي مطلع الــعــام 2020 ، 
ستساهم في دعم وتطوير 
قطاع زراعة النخيل وإنتاج 

التمور في منطقة الشرق األوســط ودول شمال 
افريقيا.

وماذا عن  مشاركة الجائزة بالمعرض التجاري 
المصري » فوود افريكا » وهل سيتم تقديم أي 

جديد خالل المعرض؟
تعمل جــائــزة خليفة الدولية لنخيل التمر 
واالبتكار الزراعي وضمن أهدافها االستراتيجية 
لتطوير قطاع نخيل التمر واالبتكار الزراعي على 
المستوى المحلي والعربي والعالمي عبر إطاق 
وتبني عدد من البرامج والمشاريع والمسابقات 
لتشجيع المزارعين والباحثين والمهتمين بالقطاع 
الــزراعــي ونخيل التمر وتحفيزهم على اإلبــداع 

واالبتكار والتميز وبث روح المنافسة الشريفة 
لارتقاء بهذا القطاع. 

تشارك األمانة العامة لجائزة خليفة الدولية 
لنخيل التمر واالبتكار الزراعي في معرض »فوود 
افريكا«  هذا العام من خال رعايتها ألكبر جناح 
مخصص للتمور في المعرض يضم 8 مشاركين من 
مزارعي ومنتجي التمور يمثلون 6 دول عربية هي 
)المملكة األردنية الهاشمية، جمهورية السودان، 
جمهورية الجزائر، الجمهورية التونسية، جمهورية 
مصر العربية، ودولة اإلمارات العربية المتحدة(، 
وهــذا ما دأبــت عليه الجائزة منذ تأسيسها بأن 
تقوم بدعم وتطوير وخلق البيئة الحاضنة لتنمية 
قطاع زراعة النخيل وإنتاج وتصنيع التمور،  حتى 
أصبحت أكبر منصة دولية لتبادل الخبرات ونقل 
المعرفة بين جهات االختصاص العاملة في زراعة 
النخيل وإنتاج وتصنيع التمور 
في القطاع الحكومي وشركات 
القطاع الــخــاص ومنظمات 

المجتمع المدني.
والجديد مشاركة الجائزة 
بالمعرض لــهــذا الــعــام هو 
تــعــريــف جــمــهــور المعرض 
وفئاته المستهدفة برؤية 
ــزة ومـــا حققته من  ــجــائ ال
إنــجــازات في تطوير البنية 
ــة النخيل وإنــتــاج التمور،  التحتية لقطاع زراع
فالجائزة أضحت منصة دولية لتبادل الخبرات 
وبناء الشراكات بين المنظمات الدولية والجهات 

الحكومية والشركات الخاصة.
اخيرا : كيف ترون السوق األفريقي والمطلوب 

لتنشيط التواجد العربي به؟
بشكل عام السوق االفريقي واعد جداً ويمكن 
أن يحقق قفزة نوعية لمنتجي ومصدري التمور 
العربية في حــال تم دراســة احتياجات السوق 
المحلية ومعرفة ذوق المستهلك االفريقي في 
كل دولة، وذلك نظراً الختاف الثقافات والعادات 

الغذائية بين دولة وأخرى.

الدكتور عبد الوهاب زايد أمني عام جاءزة خليفة الدولية لنخيل التمر واالبتكار الزراعى : 

اجلودة وقلة عدد األصناف االقتصادية وغياب 
املمارسات اجليدة .. اهم حتديات صناعة التمور العربية 

أكد عبد الحميد الدمرداش رئيس المجلس 
التصديرى للحاصات الزراعية أن أفريقيا تعد 
من أهم األسواق المستهدفة لقطاع الحاصات 
الزراعية إال أن قطاع اإلنتاج والتصدير الزراعي 
له بُعد مختلف يجب أخذه في اإلعتبار عند 
وضــع السياسات الخاصة بتعميق العاقات 
التجارية مع الدول اإلفريقية كون معظم دول 
القارة اإلفريقية بصفة عامة منتجة للعديد من 
المحاصيل الزراعية ، مشيرا إلى أن المجلس 
يتبعإستراتيجية خــاصــة للنفاذ بمنتجاته 
ــك من  الزراعية إلــى األســـواق اإلفريقية وذل
خال دراســة التركيب المحصولي في الدول 
اإلفريقية ومواسم اإلنتاج والحصاد للتعرف 
على اإلحتياجات الفعلية المختلفة لكل دولة 
من تلك الــدول من المحاصيل الزراعية التى 
تتميز مصر بإنتاجها وتصديرها وتتحمل فترات 
شحن طويلة والـــدول التي يمكن أن تكون 
نقاط إرتكاز يمكن من خالها توزيع المحاصيل 

المصرية للدول المجاورة لها.
وأشار إلى التحديات التى تواجه الصادرات 
الزراعية في السوق اإلفريقي , موضحا أن أهم 
هذه التحديات تتمثل في عدم وجود أسطول 
شحن مبرد مباشر إلى الدول اإلفريقية وكذلك 
عــدم وجــود أنظمة مصرفية قوية في بعض 
هذه الدول وآليات ضمان الحصيلة التصديرية 
للشحنات المصدرة وحقوق المصدرين ، بجانب 
ضــرورة وجــود مستوردين أفارقه متخصصين 
في إستيراد الخضر والفاكهة الطازجة ويتوافر 
لديهم اإلمكانيات اللوجستية والتخزينة 

المبردة.
وأضاف أن المجلس بجانب إهتمامه بالسوق 
اإلفريقي فإنه يهتم أيضا بشكل كبير بالسوق 
اآلسيوي بصفة عامة ودول اآلسيان بصفة خاصة 
، الفتا إلى نجاحهم بالتعاون مع الحجر الزراعي 
المصري في فتح العديد من األسواق اآلسيوية 
أمــام بعض منتجاتنا الزراعية المصرية مثل 

الصين والفلبين والهند وبنجاديش وأندونيسيا 
وغيرها من الدول اآلسيوية التى تتمتع بكبر 
وتنوع أسواقها باإلضافة إلى تعدادها السكاني 

الضخم.
وشدد على أن المجلس يدعم أي فاعليات 
أو أنشطة من شانها تعميق وتعزيز العاقات 
التجارية مع القارة اإلفريقية , مؤكدا أن معرض 
» فــوود إفريكا« يمثل فرصة جيدة لإللتقاء 
ببعض مسئولي القارة اإلفريقية وكذلك بعض 
الشركات المستوردة للمحاصيل الزراعية 
الطازجة للخضر والفاكهة لبحث سبل التعاون 
وتبادل الخبرات والمعلومات وهو ما يسهم في 
توضيح الصورة بشكل أكبر عن الفرص المتاحة 
لنفاذ الصادرات الزراعية المصرية إلى األسواق 

اإلفريقية .
وفيما يتعلق بتنظيم معرض » باك بروسيس 
» ألول مرة فى مصر ومنطقة الشرق األوسط , 
أكد الدمرداش أن نشاط التعبئة والتغليف يعد 
أحد العناصر الرئيسية في عمليات التصدير 
الــزراعــيــة فالتعبئة أحــد مكونات العملية 
التصديرية للنشاط الزراعي وكلما تطور هذا 
القطاع كلما عزز ذلــك  فرص نمو الصادرات 
ــواق جديدة لم تكن  الزراعية ووصولها ألس
تستطيع الوصول إليها بحالة جيدة ، كما أن 
نشاط التعبئة والتغليف كلما إستطاع أن يلبي 
إحتياجات قطاع التصدير الزراعي من مواد 
التعبئة وفق اإلشتراطات التي يطلبها المستورد 
كلما ساعد ذلك علي التوسع وزيادة الصادرات. 
ــال أن المجلس التصديري للحاصات  وق
الزراعية هو الجهة اإلستشارية لوزير التجارة 
والصناعة والممثل الرسمي لمجتمع مصدري 
الحاصات الزراعية وأنــه يقوم بالعديد من 
األدوار اإلســتــشــاريــة والتنفيذية لمعاونة 
المصدرين وتذليل أي عقبات أمامهم وتنمية 
وتطوير الــصــادرات الزراعية المصرية بصفة 
عامة, وأنه يقوم في إطار هذا الهدف بالتعاون 

مــع كــافــة الجهات المعنية بالرقابة على 
الصادرات الزراعية المصرية من أجل توحيد 
اإلجــراءات الرقابية وتسهيلها لضمان سهولة 
وإنسيابية حركة الصادرات الزراعية المصرية 
لمختلف األســـواق العالمية ، ويشمل هذا 
التعاون بصفة أساسية كاً من اإلدارة المركزية 
للحجر الزراعي والهيئة القومية لسامة الغذاء 
خاصة بعد ما إنتقل إليها صاحيات الهيئة 
العامة للرقابة  على الــصــادرات والـــواردات 
فيما يتعلق بالرقابة علي المحاصيل الزراعية 

المصدرة. 
وأضاف أن المجلس قام  بتنظيم  زيارة بعثة 
مشترين من الصين خال شهر يونيو الماضي 
ضمتعدد 10 شركات صينية مستوردة للخضر 
والفاكهة المصرية  تم خالها الزيارة تفقد عدد 
من مزارع ومحطات تعبئة العنب وكذا التمور 
وعقد لقاءات ثنائية مع الشركات المصرية 
المصدرة للمحاصيل الزراعية تضمنت حوالي 
60 لقاء, كاشفا عن أن المجلس حاليا بصدد 

تنظيم عدد من البعثات التجارية للدول التي 

نجح المجلس في فتحها خال الفترة 
الماضية  تضم عدد من الشركات المصدرة 
للمحاصيل الزراعية المصرية لإللتقاء بالشركات 
المستوردة في هـذه الدول والبدء في تنفيذ 

صفقات تجارية معهم.
وتابع : أن المجلس قام أيضا بإستقبال وفد 
إتحاد الجمعيات التعاونية اإلستهاكية وهو 
إتحاد يضم أكبر مستوردي الحاصات الزراعية 
بالكويت حيث تم تنظيم عدد من الزيارات 
ــزارع ومحطات  ألعضاء الوفد لتفقد بعض م
التعبئة لمحاصيل الخضر والفاكهة وذلــك 
لإلطاع على عمليات إنتاج وتعبئة وتصدير 
الحاصات الزراعية والنظم الحديثة المستخدمة 
للوصول بالمنتج ألعلي درجات الجودة واألمان، 
مشيرا إلى أن أهمية هذا الحدث ترجع إلى 
حرص الوفد على تصوير المزارع المصرية التى 
قاموا بزيارتها ومصادر ريها بغرض إرسالها إلى 
بعض الجهات المعنية بدولة الكويت لمواجهة 
اإلشاعات المتداولة بالكويت بشأن إستخدام 
مصر لمياه الصرف الصحي في الزراعة وأنه 
من المتوقع زيارة الكويت خال الفترة القادمة 
لإللتقاء بالجهات الرسمية والظهور اإلعامي في 

القنوات الرسمية للتليفزيون الكويتي.
 

وقال أن المجلس قام خال الفترة الماضية 
بإستقبال شركات أجنبية مستوردة للمحاصيل 
الزراعية خال زيارتهم لمصر وتنظيم لقاءات 
ثنائية لهذه الشركات مــع بعض الشركات 
المصرية المصدرة للمحاصيل التي ترغب 
الشركة األجنبية في بدء إستيرادها من مصر، 
وأنه تم تنظيم لقاءات ثنائية لشركة هندية 
ترغب في إستيراد الخضر والفاكهة من مصر 
وتنظيم لقاءات ثانية لشركة سويسرية ترغب 
في الدخول في إستثمارات زراعية مع شركات 
مصرية و جاري تنظيم لقاءات ثنائية لشركة 

برازيلية ترغب في إستيراد الثوم من مصر.

عبد احلميد الدمرداش رئيس املجلس التصديرى للحاصالت الزراعية: 

عدم وجود أسطول شحن مبرد وأنظمة مصرفية قوية ..أهم حتديات السوق االفريقى 
  لقاءات ثناءية لشركات ترغب باستيراد الثوم من مصر 

تنظيم بعثات جتارية للدول التى جنح املجلس فى دخولها ألول مرة 
ارتفعت أسعار المواد الغذائية العالمية بشكل ملحوظ 
في شهر نوفمبر المنصرم لتبلغ أعلى مستوياتها منذ أكثر من 
عامين، مدفوعة بارتفاع األسعار العالميةلمنتجات اللحوم 
والزيوت النباتية.  وبلغ متوسط مؤشر الفاو ألسعار الغذاء، 
الذي يشير إلى نسبة التغيرالشهري في أسعار سلة من السلع 
الغذائية، 177.2 نقطة في نوفمبر ، أيأعلى بنسبة 2.7 تقريباً 
مقارنة مع الشهر السابق وبنسبة %9.5 مقارنة معنفس الشهر 

في عام 2018.
وارتفع مؤشر الفاو ألسعار الزيوت النباتية بنسبة 10.4 

% في نوفمبر ، معارتفاع أسعار زيت النخيل وسط الطلب 
العالمي القوي على الواردات، وزيادةاالستخدام إلنتاج الديزل 
الحيوي والتوقعات بنقص محتمل في اإلمداداتفي العام 

المقبل. كما ارتفع أيضاً سعر بذور اللفت وزيت فول الصويا.
وارتفع أيضاً مؤشر أسعار الفاو للحوم بنسبة 4.6 %، وهي 
أكبر زيادةشهرية منذ أكثر من عقد. وارتفعت أسعار لحوم 
األبقار واألغنام بشكل كبير،مدعومة بارتفاع الطلب على 
الــواردات، وال سيما من الصين قبل احتفاالتنهاية العام. كما 

ارتفعت أسعار الدواجن.

اشتهرت امرأة صينية مؤخرا تدعى لي جين شيان 
بتلوين الخبز الذى تصنعه وتحوله لعمل فنى يعجب 

السياحة . 
وتعيش لي البالغة من العمر 58 عاما في قرية 
بمحافظة خهيانغ في مقاطعةشنشي بشمال غربي 
الصين، وتعرف بمهارتها العالية في صنع الخبز 

الملونبأشكال متنوعة، ما يجعله عما فنيا شعبيا 
محليا مشهورا وهــديــة تقليديةمحلية عند زيــارة 
األقــارب واألصــدقــاء. وصنعت لي عشرات اآلالف من 
هذا النوعمن الخبز الذي تتراوح أسعاره بين بضعة 
يوانات وألف يوان )الدوالراألمريكي يساوي حوالي 

7.05 يوان(.

تتطلع ادارة ماهى عالم ديزنى 
» ديزني وورلــد« االمريكيىة  إلى 
تسويةدعوى قضائية رفعتها عائلة 
ضدها بعد أن زعمت أنها قد اشترت 
وتناولتطعاًما مغطى بالبق أثناء بقائها 
ــوف يصدر  ــد, وس فــي ديــزنــي وورلـ
الحكم فىهذه قريبًا في هذه القضية 
التى اسمتها الصحافة االمريكية  

»حالة الطعامالمغطى باألخطاء« . 
وفي وقت سابق من هذا األسبوع 
ــد القضاة على طلب  ، وافـــق أح
ديزني بإلغاءالدعوى ، وفق ما أفاد 
به اتحاد WLLA. وبينما تضمنت 
الدعوى صوًرامتعددة للمواد الغذائية 
المغطاة في حشرات صغيرة ، قال 
الفريق القانونيللشركة أنه ال يوجد 
دليل واضح على أن األسرة قد أكلت 

الطعام بالفعل.
وأفاد منفذ البيع أن األسرة لديها 

20 يوًما لتعديل شكواهم.
واآلن ، قـــدم مــحــامــو ديــزنــي 

مقترحات لتسوية مــع العائلة ، 
حسبما ذكرتصحيفة نيويورك بوست 
مع شروط للصفقة ، ومع ذلك ، لم 

يتم الكشف عنها.
وتزعم  العائلة »ضيوف ديزنى« 
أنهم اصبحوا  مرضى بعد تناول 

الطعامالمغلّف
وذكــرت صحيفة نيويورك بوست 
في السابق أن سينثيا ووكر ، وجيفري 
ووكر ،وبريتاني ووكر فيجيروا وابنتها 
ــزورون عالم ديزني  بيا ، كانوا يـ
في فلوريدافي ديسمبر الماضي 
عندما وقــع الــحــادث. حيث كانت 
 CLUBــي بوفيه األســـرة تــأكــل ف
LEVEL LOUNGE في منتجع 
 POLYNESIAN VILLAGE
RESORT مــن ديــزنــي ،ووجــدت 
أن الحشرات قد لّفت الخس , و 
قالوا إنهم  أصبحوا مرضى بعدتناول 
الطعام واضطروا  إلى دخول غرفة 

الطوارئ عدة مرات  .

وشملت الدعوى صــوًرا للطعام ، 
والتي يبدو أنها تظهر قطًعا مختلفة 
منالخس مع عدد كبير من الحشرات 

الصغيرة عليها.
وفًقا للدعوى القضائية ،فانه: 
»بعد تناول لفائف الخس المتعددة 
، شعرت]بريتاني ووكر فيجيروا بشيء 
يزحف داخل فمهما وشعرا بما بدا 
أنه كائنأخضر صغير به أرجل وكان 

يتحرك«.
ووصلت قناة فوكس نيوز إلى 
ادارة عالم ديزني للتعليق ، لكنها لم 

ترد علىالفور.
ويــرى محامو ديزنى  أن األسرة 
قالت إنهم أكلوه ، لكن الصور لم 
تظهر دلياًعلى ذلــك ,ولــم يكونوا 
يقولون إن الطعام يجب أن يؤكل 
لتقديم مطالبة ، فقط أنــاالدعــاء - 
كما تم تقديمه - يمكن اعتباره غير 
صحيح بسبب عدم وجود دليلعلى 

أنهم أكلوا الطعام .

اللحوم والزيوت النباتية تقود االرتفاع في مؤشر الفاو ألسعار الغذاء

امرأة صينية تعرض مهارتها في صنع الخبز الملون

قضية ضد ديزى بسبب طعام مغطى باحلشرات

ترجمة واعداد- ناصر حسنياخبار عاملية

السوق االفريقي واعد جداً وميكن أن يحقق قفزة نوعية ملنتجي ومصدري التمور حال دراسة احتياجاته

ننظم ألول مرة 
مهرجان للتمور 
املوريتانية العام 

املقبل 

نشارك مبعرض » 
فوود افريكا« برعاية 

اكبر جناح يضم  
مزارعني ومصنعني 

من 6 دول عربية



Chapter Four
Award’s Statistics
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-

1

4

1

3

13

-

-

8

15

-

4

2

14

12

10

2014

-

1

1

-

10

-

4

5

2

11

1

-

8

17

1

6

2

25

19

7

2015

2016

-

2

2

2

9

3

3

5

12

12

3

-

8

16

1

4

7

51

17

12

2017

-

3

3

1

7

-

4

7

1

15

1

-

4

14

-

7

1

41

24

9

2018

-

2

2

3

4

-

5

6

3

12

1

-

7

14

-

12

2

38

23

10

2019

-

3

1

1

7

-

2

6

2

7

-

-

8

10

3

4

3

44

15

7

2020

1

15

13

19

53

8

44

37

45

129

7

3

64

152

8

67

37

312

169

109

المجموع

Participants from Arab Countries (2019-2020).
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Georgia
Belarus

Chile
Namibia
Mexico

Denmark
Germany
Holland
Serbia
Spain
Boys

Nigeria
Ethiopia

New Zealand
Philippines
Sri Lanka

China
Bosnia

Bangladesh
Pakistan
Canada
Eritrea
Japan

Australia
Iran

Poland
Italia
India

Sweden
France
Britain
USA

Seasone

1

1

1

1

1

2

2009

1

2

1

1

1

1

4

1

1

1

3

2010

1

1

2

1

1

1

2

4

2011
2

1

2

3

2

5

3

4

2

2012

1

1

1

2

2

1

1

2013

3

2

1

1

1

1

2

2014

1

4

1

1

1

3

3

2015

2016

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

3

1

1

1

8

2

1

2

2017

2

5

2

1

1

9

2

2

3

2018

1

2

1

1

1

3

3

1

9

2

3

4

2019

1

2

1

1

2

2

1

3

2

2

1

2020

1

2

1

2

1

2

3

3

1

5

1

1

1

3

1

1

4

7

15

20

1

1

3

16

3

14

47

1

10

10

21

المجموع

Number of Participants from foreign Countries
(2009 - 2020).
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Photographed by: Abdullah Alsheikh
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• Her Excellency Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Almheiri was 
appointed as Minister of State for Food Security following the Cabinet 
reshuffle of October 2017. Her responsibilities include overseeing the 
development of the necessary infrastructure that would ensure the country’s 
food security objectives, in line with UAE Centennial 2071 Plan.

• In addition, H.E. represents the UAE federal government in the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO) as well as the 
International Center for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA). She is also a member 
of the Board of Directors in the Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety 
Authority (ADAFSA), the Board of Trustees of the Dubai Future Foundation 
(DFF) and the World Economic Forum’s Global Future Council on Food 
Systems Innovation. She has also been nominated to lead some unique 
projects in the field of aquaculture under the initiatives of H.H. the President 
of UAE, through the Ministry of Presidential Affairs to establish the foundation 
needed for this new economic sector to develop and thrive in the country. 
In addition, she is also a member of the overseeing council of the recently 
launch Ministry of Possibilities.

• H.E. Almheiri previously served as Assistant Undersecretary for Water 
Resources and Nature Conservation Affairs at the Ministry of Climate 
Change and Environment, where she was appointed to oversee the 
Biodiversity, Fisheries, Coastal & Marine Sustainability and Marine Research 
departments.

• H.E. Mariam Almheiri received her bachelor and master’s degrees in 
Mechanical Engineering from the Rheinisch-Westfälische Technische 
Hochschule (RWTH) in Aachen, Germany.

H.E. Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Almheiri
Minister of State for Food Security / United Arab Emirates
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• Engineer in Agronomy, born in 1941, graduated from the Ecole Nationale 
Supérieure Agronomique de Toulouse, France (1967), obtained a Master’s 
degree in Advanced Studies in Plant Biology from the Faculty of Sciences, 
Orsay – Paris VII, France in 1969, and an Advanced Diploma specialized 
in Biology and Plant Breeding from the Development Research Institute, 
Paris, France, in 1969 (became the Institut de Rescherche Dévelopment, 
IRD since 1998).

• From 1978 to 1991: Director General of the National Institute for Agronomic 
Research Institute, Tunisia.

• From 1991 to 1997: Secretary-General of the International Centre of 
Mediterranean Agronomic Studies in Paris (CIHEAM).

• From 1997 to 2001: In-charge Officer at the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Water Resources in Tunisia, monitoring the research of higher 
education and vocational training programmes in the agricultural sector. 
From 2001 to 2006: Served the Republic Presidency programme 21-21 for 
operation (2001-2003)

• Since 2006: Retired, Freelance Consultant..
•  Acquired the skeletal devices for National Institute for Agricultural Research 

analysis laboratory that was used for soil, water and plant and serve farmers 
and analyze their soil samples (1985 funded by the United States of America)/

• - Established the first date palm research centre (1984) in the National 
Institute for Agronomic Research in the Southern part of Daqash, near the 
city of Tozeur, with the support of the Food and Agriculture Organization.

Dr. Mustafa Lasram
Former Director General National Institute of Agronomic 

Research / Republic of Tunisia
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Academic Achievements:
• Bachelor of Agriculture: Cairo University, Giza, Egypt
• Master of Food Industries: University of Georgia, USA
• Ph.D.: Food Science: University of Georgia, USA

Educational Experience:
• Teaching bachelor’s and master’s degree students, food industries, 

assistant professor.
• Head of the Food Industry Department.
• Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture, University of Baghdad.

Research Experience:
• Director General of Agricultural Research and Water Resources, 

Council for Scientific Research in Iraq.
• A scientific researcher who presented and published 42 papers and 

studies in the field of horticulture and date technology.
International Expertise:

• Iraq’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations, Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO)

• Member of the Executive Board of the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD)

• Chairman of the Standing Committee on the Food Constitution codex 
for dry fruits and vegetables

• Expert in the Arab Federation of Food Industries, Arab League
• Coordinator of the Date Palm Global Network (DPGN)
• Member of the Scientific Committee of the Khalifa International Award 

for Date Palm and Agricultural Innovation
• Technical Director of the UAE Date factory, Al Saad UAE.

Dr. Samir Al-Shaker
International Expert in Date Palm Cultivation and Date 

Production / Republic of Iraq
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Being sessile, plants had to develop sophisticated strategies to adapt and survive 
in their continually changing environment. Unlike animals where organogenesis 
occurs during embryogenesis, plants form organs post-embryonically and 
throughout their life cycle. In addition, when confronted to physical damage, 
plants have the ability to rewire their developmental program to regenerate new 
tissues and organs. Plants can also thrive in challenging environments. The desert 
ecosystem is an excellent example to illustrate this developmental plasticity. In 
such hostile conditions, plants have adopted various strategies to survive in soils 
with limited water and resources, mostly by relying on their root system, the only 
organ that is directly in contact with the soil and thus senses all changes in their 
surroundings.
Adaptation to drought and salinity conditions correlates with suberized and 
lignified root tissues. Detailed analysis of the root anatomy of date palm using 
high-resolution microscopy imaging, cell biology and histology revealed that 
date palm tissues consist of multiple suberized epidermal layers, two types of 
cortex tissues termed outer and inner cortex depending on their position vis-à-
vis the vasculature. Within the cortex layers, we found specialized aerenchyma 
and atypical suberized and lignified cells called fiber cells. At the center of the 
root, the endodermis surrounds the vasculature composed of highly suberized 
and lignified xylem tissues. These lignified tissues within the root form a barrier 
to prevent water loss by balancing ion fluxes and monitoring the passage of ions 
through the vasculature. These features correlate with the adaptation capacity of 
the date palm to grow in soils with high salinity. Transcriptomic analysis of root 
tissues showed enrichment of Aquaporin genes in addition to genes involves in 
response to beneficial microorganisms. While Aquaporins would promote water 
uptake, the root-associated bacteria will promote tolerance to salinity in date 
palm.

 King Abdullah University 
 of Science and Technology ,KSA. 

The category of Distinguished Innovative Studies
 and Modern Technology

 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Date palm: Developmental mysteries unveiled. 
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The Environment & Sustainable Development Unit (ESDU), hosted at the Faculty 
of Agricultural and Food Sciences of the American University of Beirut, is an inter-
disciplinary research and development center specialized in rural community 
development, local food systems and sustainable agriculture. For more than 20 
years, ESDU has been promoting sustainable rural livelihoods all over Lebanon 
and the MENA region by focusing on participatory development and capacity 
building with particular attention to smallholder farmers, women and youth in the 
rural areas. ESDU works on embedding development into relief in a region where 
conflicts have been multiplying and poverty has been exacerbated.

In light of the harsh socio-economic conditions of rural communities in Lebanon, 
and in line with ESDU’s mission to foster rural livelihoods and food security, 
CLIMAT – Climate Smart Livelihoods Initiatives and Market Access Tailoring – 
was a one-year project (October 2018 – October 2019) implemented in West 
Bekaa and Northeast Baalbeck of Lebanon by ESDU in partnership with 
Cooperation without Borders (CWB), a local NGO in Northeast Baalbeck. This 
project was funded by the German Cooperation through the World Food Program 
(WFP) - under WFP program “Enhancing the livelihoods of Syrian Refugees and 
vulnerable Lebanese host communities through Food for Training (FFT)”. CLIMAT 
aimed to sustainably improve the skills, capacities and livelihood opportunities 
of vulnerable Lebanese and Syrian refugees through the promotion of climate-
smart livelihoods in a region facing political and economic instability and serious 
poverty and food insecurity rates.

American University of Beirut 
/ Republic of Lebanon 

The category of Pioneering Development and Productive Projects
Climate-Smart Livelihoods Initiatives and Market Access 

Tailoring (CLIMAT)
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Several studies indicated that subsurface direct root irrigation is the most effective 
technology to improve water use efficiency as
well productivity. Irrigation and fertigation as well aeration can be done via the 
same unique system.
In order to provide solutions to optimize water usage in agriculture, forestry and 
parks (key for water and food sustainability), a revolutionary exudation* irrigation 
system was adopted and tested at trial area. It is formed by a technical textile pipe 
that produces a continuous controlled flow of water that is uniform throughout its 
length and surface. This irrigation system is a clear example of innovation, thanks 
to its flexible structure and pores.
Subsurface Irrigation tube created by Terraplus, have a woven polyester and 
nano-tech impregnated porous hose that can penetrate the root zone to an 
unlimited depth. With direct root irrigation, we have observed that deeper roots 
were developed and creating a larger rhizosphere. Test on date palm trees 
resulted in 45-50% irrigation water reduction and we have achieved an almost 
5-7% higher yield in terms of overall productivity. Since the application of water 
through this system is the first step and tested recently to cater to the date 
palm growth, the date palm trees will create even bigger and better root growth 
mediated water uptake. Therefore, it will become more efficient and will lead to 
further reduction of water losses due to evaporation. As per the experimental 
trials and results obtained, we have achieved to save 45-50 cbm per date palm 
per year. The innovative technology use in date palm production is significant 
towards the profitability of the date sector and even as crucial for the government 
to achieve its Water Security Strategy 2036 goals.

Al-Nakhli / United Arab Emirates
The category of Pioneering and Sophisticated Innovations 

Serving the Agricultural Sector
“The impact of using the Subsurface -TERRAPLUS tube (T+) 

system on irrigation amounts and yield for date cultivation in Dubai”
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Dr. Hasnaâ Harrak was born in Larache in Kingdom of Morocco, where she 
received her primary and secondary education. She has graduated as State 
Engineer in 1992 in Food and Agricultural Industries from the Hassan II Institute 
of Agronomy and Veterinary Medicine in Rabat. She has also earned her PhD 
in 2007 in Agronomic Sciences (Technologies of Agricultural Industries) jointly 
from the same institute and the Agricultural Research Centre for International 
Development (CIRAD) in Montpellier, France.
Since 1995, Dr. Hasnaâ Harrak has been conducting research on dates quality 
and valorization at the National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA), 
Regional Centre for Agricultural Research in Marrakesh. She currently holds the 
position of Research Director in the same institute.
During twenty-five years of her professional life conducted with seriousness, 
total commitment and self-abnegation, Dr. Hasnaâ Harrak has accumulated 
varied experiences and rich know-how in fields of research and development on 
dates postharvest valorization. Her research and development activities can be 
qualified as a work.
• Carried out on a vital sector for Moroccan oases population of over two 

million inhabitants contributing in 40 to 60% in the income of farmers and 
whose dates production has exceeded 140 000 tons in 2019.

• Having scientific, technological, and marketing characters helping 
valorization of dates with obvious positive repercussions on sustainable 
development in date producing regions.

• Greatly contributing to the modernization of the date sector and to the 
increase of competitiveness of dates focalizing on the quality of dates and 
date products which The category of Influential Figure in the Field of Date 
Palm and Agricultural Innovation (Equally) takes into account the laws and 
standards in force relating to good manufacturing and hygiene practices, to 
commercial quality and to origin-linked quality through the distinctive signs 
of origin and quality.

Dr. Hasnaâ Harrak / Kingdom of Morocco
The category of Influential Figure in the Field of Date Palm 

and Agricultural Innovation ( Equally with Prof. K Shinozaki).
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Professor Shinozaki is a world renowned Molecular Plant Physiologist who 
elucidated the response of plants to environmental stresses, in particular heat, 
salt and drought, and discovered resistance mechanisms at the molecular level. 
He identified key elements such as transcription factors, signaling pathways, 
and hormone control mechanisms, using Germanic methods. He and his wife 
Professor Kazuko Yamaguchi-Shinozaki (University of Tokyo), have demonstrated 
the presence of both, ABA-independent and ABA-dependent regulatory systems 
governing drought-inducible gene expression. In addition, they opened the way 
for application of knowledge derived from basic research to breeding of drought-
tolerant plants, recently including high-throughput crop phenotyping. The 
sophisticated integrated plant Phenotyping System developed by Shinozaki et 
al. allows around-the-clock observation of 120 plants under precise control of soil 
water condition by a combination of a conveyer belt system, Computer imagining 
an analysis, and automatic weighing and watering.
- Professor Shinozaki studies Biology at Osaka University (BSC1972, graduated 
in 1974 from Nagoya University and received his Doctorate of Science (DSC) in 
1977 from his Graduate School of science, where he also started his professional 
career. From 1987 to 1989 he studied plant Transgenic Technology at Rockefeller 
University, New York. In 1989 he took office as Chief Scientist at the Riken Plant 
Molecular Biology Laboratory in Tsukuba and became Director at the Riken Plant 
Science Center in Yokohama in 2005.
Professor Shinozaki received numerous prizes, awards and honors: 

Professor Shinozaki was named Corresponding Member of the American 
Society of Plant Biologists in 2015. He also won the Japanese Society Award 
in 2009.
Professor Shinozaki received the 2016 Persons of Cultural Merit Award of 
Japan. The award is the nation’s second highest honor, awarded to those who 
have made a significant contribution to the development and enrichment of 
culture and is only rarely given to natural sciences.

Professor Dr. Kazuo Shinozaki / Empire of Japan 
The category of Influential Figure in the Field of Date Palm 

and Agricultural Innovation (Equally with Dr. H. Harrak).

1-

2-
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